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The Trickett family shopping trip on VE Day brought smiles to their local villagers.  
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Hello everyone and welcome to another Chair Chat. 

Still everything is at a standstill so I haven’t much to report again this month. One of the 
things I have to report is the sad death of Bob Bickley, a long standing and active member 
of the club for many years.  My wife Pamela worked with Norma his wife for many years 
and it was she, who introduced me to Pamela, over 27 years ago, Bob was adamant that 
she shouldn’t get involved with match making, but I’m glad she did. Bob will be sorely 
missed. There is a eulogy by Maurice Palmer a good friend of Bob’s which captures our 
thoughts of this well loved member. 

The Practical Classic show were informed is now due to take place in August, I don’t know if 
they know more than we do but I think they’re being a bit optimistic but let’s hope they`re. 
And by then we can get back to some form of normality whatever that will be in the future. 

 Well that’s all for now. I will try harder next month to find some cheerier news to bring to 
you. Look after yourselves 

Regards 

Rick Bishop 

                                 

                 

 

ED`s Comment  

I was hoping that with a lot of us on lockdown, I would get a few more articles this 

month. Well Robin Boyce has been kind to me! 

Let`s have at least one photo of your VE day celebrations, with or without your 

Austin 7. That would make a good record of the event. 

Thank you, Lesley 



Bob Bickley 

 It is with immense sadness that I write to inform you that our dear friend 
Bob has lost his battle with Cancer. 

Since his initial diagnosis some twenty one months ago he has soldiered on. 
Bob accepted  all the treatments  and advice from medical specialist with 
a  quiet resolve and dignified determination.  

He has been a role model for all of us, particularly during the current 
difficulties which face our Nation. 

His compliance and determination, plus the support from Norma and the 
girls, enabled Bob to exceed his initial prognosis by 18 months. 

During this time he continued to display his lifelong characteristics. 

Kind and generous with his time, willing to call by to lend a hand or offer 
practical advice. 

Many members, both ours and those in The Austin 7 Club, will have 
benefited from these qualities over the years. 

Bob was always modest, never boastful about his past, or the 
garage   business he and Norma started and ran so successfully in Selly 
Oak. 

His passing at St. Mary’s Hospice on Tuesday the 28 th will leave a gap in 
our hearts which no amount of tears can  fill. 

Only the happy memories of this kind and gentle man will be of help now he 
has slipped quietly away to rest. 

 Our thoughts and sympathy must lie with Norma and daughters Donna and 
Joanne. We feel and share their devastating loss. 

  

Maurice Palmer.  Worcestershire Region. 

 



The Austin Seven Advocate 
The Austin 7 Sports Register was formed in the 1960s within the 750 Motor Club.  It soon evolved 
into the Austin Seven Register, open to all 750 members owning A7s, and produced its first 
newsletter, the Austin Seven Advocate in February 1968.  As far as I remember the Advocate only 
lasted for ten issues. 
 
There were six regional Groups and remarkably some of their 
Group Contacts are still about; J.Ward, Midlands Group, 
seems familiar.  We met monthly at the George & Dragon, 
Coleshill.  One trip out was to the Shuttleworth Collection in 
Bedfordshire, quite a jaunt, in conjunction with the Pre-War 
club from Derby and the Sheffield Group.  “Around half a mile 
of Austin Sevens in the fast lane” (of the M1) illustrates how 
times and the amount of traffic have moved on. 
 
An interesting letter discusses the fate of the first Austin 7 
and suggests that “Sir Herbert gave it to a nephew who used 
it until the late ‘20’s, when it finally died.  He scrapped the 
body and used the chassis for the roof in a summer-house at 
his mother’s residence somewhere in Surrey”. This was told 
to the writer by the aforesaid nephew.   
 
In the small ads were a 1930 (Box) Saloon for £20, and a 1934 2 seater for “under £5” would be 
tempting – if you lived on the Isle of Mull.  A 1933 Tourer, for restoration, was available in Lozells, 
Birmingham “for cost of delivery”.  The same J Ward had sourced new wings and running boards 
from Willenhall - £7.10s. fronts, £3.10s. rears and running boards just £1.5s.  I should have bought a 
few sets.  And always one to keep people on their toes and to move things forward he writes at 
length of his proposal that the Register become independent of the 750MC as an umbrella 
organisation to unite the various Austin 7 groups and clubs and a more powerful voice for them in 
the vintage and classic car scene.  Thus were laid the seeds of the Austin 7 Clubs Association. Soon 
after, the Midland Group members migrated to the newly established Midlands Austin 7 Club. 

 
The cover photograph of Advocate No.5 June 1968 
shows the 1924 Doctor’s Coupe that turned up at the 
Welsh Rally near Rhayader that year.  Run by a local 
garage owner, I remember it being in superficially good 
condition but little used.   
 
 
The car was a prototype development of the ’23 Coupe 
shown in the well-known photograph of Irene and Zeta 
Austin, using the same pre-production chassis and 
floorpan. It was used by the successful racing driver Earl 
Howe before going to Liverpool in 1925 where it gained 
a local registration no.  
 

 

 

 

 

 



The current owner bought the car from the gentleman in 
Rhayader; while there he was shown a Chummy “round the 
back” that he might be interested in.  Although it had a tree 
growing through the rear floor it turned out to be a very 

early car, not to be missed. T hhe Coupe has been beautifully restored.  Interestingly it has the Austin 
“hand” or recoil starter, a device with a poor reputation.  “If it backfires it’ll break your wrist or smack 
your nose into the steering wheel.”  The owner admits he has never used the thing. 

Robin Boyce 

 

************************************************************************** 

FBHVC UPDATE 
 
Dear Member/Supporter,   
 
We hope you are all keeping well and  continuing to stay safe. Let us all help the  
DVLA and key workers to not send in paper applications until further notice.In line with 
the 
government’s advice the DVLA have a very limited number of staff on site who 
are only dealing with applications from those who are directly involved in the 
response to the COVID-19 pandemic. They are not accepting any other paper 
applications. Please keep abreast of their information by viewing 
the following link which was originally posted on 25 March, but is continually 
being updated. (Latest update was 17 April.) https://www.gov.uk/guidance/dvla-
coronavirus-covid-19-update 
 You may also wish to view the link below. https://www.gov.uk/browse/driving The 
above information is also available on the News page of our website, which I 
hope you are all referring to when needed. 
 
https://fbhvc.co.uk/news 
 Wishing you all the very best Emma 
BalaamSecretary, Federation of British Historic Vehicle Clubs Ltd.PO Box 
295UpminsterEssexRM14 9DG Tel: 01708 223111Email: <a href="mailto: 
secretary@fbhvc.co.uk">secretary@fbhvc.co.ukRegistered in 
England, Company No. 3842316. VAT Reg. No. 636 7886 83 
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Ethanol Fuel - A Repost! 

 

The article by Dr Paul Ireland printed in the last newsletter, has prompted me to pen a few 

lines to describe my experiences and dealings with ethanol based fuel. My several 

experiences, all on the deficit side and none on the positive, stretch back several years and 

have occurred with a variety of vehicles. 

The first occasion was a while ago when I bought back a 1922 12/50 Alvis Ducksback that I 

had sold in 1993. The petrol tank had been treated with a recognised, popular fuel sealant as 

part of the restoration carried out at that time and I therefore had no concerns regarding this 

component until I attempted to refuel the vehicle. 

I was horrified to find that the sealant lining had failed, was partially detached and breaking 

down.  Investigations revealed that the sealant was not capable of dealing with the now 

ethanol based petrol and had started to decompose, creating a terrible mess. Approaches to 

tank repairers were disappointing, most declining to take on the job and those that would, 

suggesting either dismantling completely or taking out sections of the tank. Not wishing to 

take such drastic action I investigated further and established that MEK, Methyl Ethyl 

Keytone, a very unpleasant chemical used for cleaning and degreasing was capable of 

dissolving the sealant. 

I was able to purchase 25 litres, costing over £100, sufficient to make a serious impact on the 

defective coating, from a Black Country Chemical Company. They had supplied me 

commercially with this product some years before and knowing that I was aware of how to 

deal with it, were happy to let me have this large an amount. Two weeks of soaking and 

rotating the tank resulted in the sealant breaking down into small pellets which could be 

cleared from the tank leaving it ready for recoating. The tank was successfully resealed with 

an ethanol proof product obtained from an American owned supplier, not wishing to 

experience a further failure and knowing how careful they are in the litigious environment in 

which they operate! All looks good so far. 

  

The second notable occasion was after purchasing a 1902 Warwick veteran car in September 

2014, just five weeks before the London to Brighton Veteran Car Run which we planned to 

enter. The vehicle had been purchased from America in 1988 and restored by Roger Egerton 

in the early 1990s, had been used by him at that time and had successfully taken part in two 

London to Brighton Veteran Car Runs. Unfortunately, Roger suffered ill health, had a 

number of stokes and subsequently died. The car therefore had lain idle for quite some time, 

in fact several years before being offered for sale. 

When I viewed the car, it started quite reasonably and ran well, but once back at base it 

resisted all attempts to get it into life. Having checked all the usual causes and settings 

nothing seemed wrong. It was frustrating and most perplexing. A friend, Ian Parsons came to 

assist and it was whilst stripping and checking the Amal carburettor that the first clue was 

noted. Although the fuel bowl was clear of any loose debris, it was coated with a hard 

residue, almost as though it was lined with sandpaper. It was difficult to clean and to remove 

all of the coating required the application of emery paper. 

Inspection of the main jet had seemed to indicate that it was clear, since you could see 

through it. However, closer inspection and checking revealed that the bore was reduced by  

Ian Brough 

 

 



 
 
Like most people during the lockdown, we have been tidying out cupboards, and 
have come across this chart which was my fathers. 
 We are just wondering if you or one of your members might be interested in purchasing 
it from us. 
 Interested?   Contact       carol.gilder@btinternet.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Virtually Drive It Day 
Whatever the problem that keeps you off the streets, be it the government singling out 
citizens above a certain age (many of our members) as unable to look after themselves when 
under threat from a well-known virus infection, or the list of winter jobs still pending, there’s 
often a way out.  Serendipity, it was Drive It Day.  We only managed 15 yards out of the 
garage but found some important nuts and bolts that had been lurking under the car.  
Success. 

  

 

 



The Body in the Basement     By Bob Prophet 

I thought that in the absence of more conventional Club News, members might find the following 

story interesting, perhaps even mildly entertaining, more importantly it has a vague link to cars and 

more importantly than that, it is actually true. 

Back in the day when you and I were younger Clarence I was employed as an Assistant Contract 

Manager in the Construction Industry. For ACM read gofer.  Being an Assistant meant that I reported 

to a fully blown Contract Manager who was senior, experienced and pretty damn clever, all of the 

things that I was not, at that time. It also meant that I didn’t get paid a lot which is something else 

entirely. In order to improve my knowledge of the industry I was mentored from time to time by 

senior and more learned Site Managers who shared their skills with me and generally kept me under 

their wing so to speak. This also meant that I spent a fair amount of time on construction sites where 

I learned important management tasks like organising the workforce, liaising with subcontractors 

and making sure that contributory tasks like ordering materials and other resources  were done in 

good time to keep the work progressing efficiently. Got the picture? Good. 

It so happened one time early in my career that I was mentored for a while by a Site Manger called 

Charlie. It also happened that the site he was engaged upon at the time was in the City Centre and in 

a fairly narrow albeit busy street. The contract was to construct a new car showroom, this is the car 

link, which had a basement in which the staff and prospective customers would be able to park their 

cars. Now, to the uninitiated, the manner in which you create a basement is to excavate down to the 

level below ground that is required, forming a ramp to permit access for the below ground works. 

Once the excavation and below ground work is completed the ramp may be finalized into a  properly 

constructed ramp or not, if the basement is to be accessed by other means such as a stair case 

or/and a lift. In this case it was to be served with a ramp because of the need to access the car 

parking facility. It gets a bit more interesting now. 

One of the important lessons Charlie taught me was the value of developing a good relationship with 

the local Bobby, in the case of our site location his name was Fred and he was ever so helpful at 

times when it was necessary to have a bit of traffic control for a few minutes whilst materials were 

being delivered or some other difficulty because of the restricted access. In return a cup of tea and a 

biscuit was always available for Fred and when his wife’s mother’s vacuum cleaner needed repairing 

we took care of that too. “It’s called the oil of industry”, Charlie explained to me. Well the work to 

construct the basement was progressing well and the JCB excavation driver was working towards the 

final corner of the basement when a shout went up. 

“Come and have a look at this,” said the digger driver, “what’s up,” said Charlie , “ I’ve found a leg” 

said the driver. “ bloody hell,” said Charlie and with me not far behind him off we went see this leg. 

Sure enough the last bit of the digging work had uncovered what looked like a skeletal leg complete 

with foot and what looked like toes. Charlie got his most trusted labourer to scrape a bit more soil  

away and sure enough there indeed was what looked like the skeleton of a person, lying in the foetal 

position, fifteen feet, or thereabouts, below ground level.  

It happened that Fred’s beat, (police patrolled beats in those days), was local to the City Centre and 

it took no time at all to locate him  and get him to the site. Our relationships hitherto with Charlie 

had been very easy and friendly but he was all business now.   

  



“Right”, he said, “close down the site and I’ll ‘phone to inform the Sergeant what’s happened so he can 

tell the Super”.   

In turn, I got hold of my Manager at the office and explained what had happened so he could inform the 

Contracts Director who could then inform the Contract Architect to notify of the unpredicted delay to the 

work. It’s the domino effect. Amazingly within about 2 hours the site was invaded by police from the CID 

Forensics Division and no one else was allowed anywhere near the body. Amazingly the local press got 

wind of what was going on and wanted to interview someone about the Body in the Basement. The Police 

put a strict embargo on any information being given out except through their channels. They poked 

around the body for the rest of that day and the next before declaring it to be of no interest to them 

because it was probably several hundred years old. However the City Archaeology Mob also declared an 

interest and for a further 3 days they also poked around the body digging holes here and there to see if 

there were any more bodies before packing up all their kit and the body and heading off back to their 

workshop. Before they left they told us that the body was indeed medieval, and apparently back in those 

days it was considered good luck to kill and bury someone in the foundations as a matter of routine. “Not 

too lucky for the poor sod that they killed”, observed Charlie wryly. Anyway, after several days of 

disruption to the contract we got everyone back to work and off we went again. Later that day, Fred 

dropped by for his usual afternoon tea and biscuits and strangely his manner was a little cold and 

unusually distant. He had his tea and biscuits then fixing me with a steely eye he said, “right young man, I 

have a message for you direct from the Super.” 

“Christ”, I thought  ”I’ve messed up on something, I’m for the high jump now”! 

“Yes”, he said “the Super says that if you buggers come up with any more of these dead bodies, can you 

just kick them around a bit and not bother us with them please!” 

Direct from the pen of Trober Thims.  

*******************************************************************

Part 16 of the Restoration of FAE 588   By Bob Smith 

Those of you who have been following my monthly report or blog (if not, why not?) on the 

comprehensive repair and refurbishment work to bring about the restoration of my 1938 Austin Seven 

Ruby called Esmeralda will recall, that at the end of Chapter 15 I was at the stage where I had suspended 

work in the garage because of the inclement weather. Instead I had been selecting tasks that had to be 

done but which, were capable of being worked on in the more environmentally friendly environs of the 

Laundry Room. The last one of the said tasks was the refurbishment of the original petrol tank which was 

challenging but concluded satisfactorily. 

The continuing cold weather dictated that I maintained this strategy of doing selected jobs indoors so the 

early part of March saw me working on various electrical parts. To begin with I carefully examined parts 

of the original headlamps which, when they were originally installed, contained an unusual arrangement 

for the main beam of just one NS headlamp used for this when the head lights were in use. That in itself 

was a little unsettling because of the need for effective lighting in modern motoring. Also, the reflectors 

had deteriorated over time to a stage where there was no reflection any more. Enquires about the cost of 

re-silvering the existing units led me to the conclusion that this part of the work was rapidly becoming 

financially undesirable and so I made two decisions, 1) I would not pay the huge cost of re-silvering  2) I 

would re-use the shells of the head lamps because it retained the cars originality, but I would insert 

modern internals to facilitate a better standard of lighting. The two side lights were next on the agenda 

for checking. Amongst the quantity of electrical components that came with the car were a pile of 

assorted parts all related to the sidelights. I tried for some time to assemble at least one useable light but 



to no avail. Either the innards didn’t match the shells or there were no suitable bulb mounts or the glass 

fronts were odd colours. In the end I gave up trying to make anything usable and decided to simply 

replace them with new ones that were manufactured to match the originals. I had better luck with the 

two trafficators ;  again, there were various bits of different units but I was able to make two passable 

ones which after cleaning disassembly, reassembly and polishing looked okay. Without a 6 volt battery to 

check them I put them away until later when I get around to installing the new wiring loom. The next item 

to check out was the dipswitch which was cunningly fitted under the bulk head just out of eye level. I only 

found it because if you recall in one of my earlier blogs I failed to identify a very oily looking mounting 

plate with several disconnected wires that looked like an old earth point. In a moment of inactivity I 

decided to examine this plate a little more closely and I discovered it was the dipswitch! Clearly since all 

the original connecting wires had been clipped it had not been in use for a while. Looking at the switch 

condition when I found it and its condition now, I believe you might agree that it’s amazing what a bit of 

cleaning up can do, (see the pics).  Another point to consider is that as I said earlier the plate was 

extremely dirty and oily on its exposed face so I might make a simple cover box for it so that like the other 

electrical items under the bonnet it is protected.  

In a similar but unrelated matter the instrument panel was in a pretty parlous state when I acquired the 

car and another task that I turned my hand to during this time was to restore it to a more acceptable 

standard. The base plate was bent out of shape and the instruments were, well, let’s just say a bit iffy!  

Having previously removed what was left of the original instruments I carefully panel beat the mounting 

panel back into shape. I then removed all of the old paint and after careful preparation re-sprayed it back 

to a smooth glossy black finish. I had previously had all the instrumentation checked to ensure that they 

worked and with the exception of the starter pull knob I was able to refit them so that I could now judge 

how it would look when I get around to fitting it back into the car. The conundrum of the missing starter 

knob had dogged me for quite some time. I had spent time during this work bringing the original choke 

pull mechanism back into working order. Since my best efforts to acquire a replacement starter pull 

button had been to no avail I resorted to see what I could do to provide an alternative control. I 

remembered that amongst the large amount of unidentified articles that came in a box with the car, was 

an extra choke slide knob. It seemed to me that the function of a starter pull knob was not that much 

different to that of a choke slide pull knob and so I dug around in the box of bits until I found it. It didn’t 

have the word “starter” or “S” on the knob but with a bit of fabricating I did get it to operate as a starter 

pull knob. And so that’s what I did and subject to it being trialled on the job, so speak, that is what I 

intend to use.   

The news of the outsourced engine refurbishment and the manufacture of replacement internal trimming 

items is not so good. In the last chapter of this blog I reported that the Classic Car Engines company were 

depleted in their staffing due to ill health and the COVID 19 pandemic,  and that there was then only one 

person actually doing any work.  From my last discussion with the Principal, Keith, I am now hopeful that 

subject to things not changing I should be getting my engine and the already checked and approved 

gearbox returned by the middle of May. pandemic permitting! The manufacture of the internal trimming 

is still also very much on a wing and a prayer at the time of writing this chapter. I had a conversation with 

Graham  CEO of Classic Car Trimming a short time ago and he, his good lady wife and one other were 

desperately trying to complete orders to which he had committed before mine. His other staffing of 

about 8 people had been put onto furlough. The only hopeful solution lies in the potential for the 

Government to allow a limited range of industrial return to work and for my job to be given a focus of 

their attention. It’s so frustrating, particularly when I had arranged for the work to be done on both 

counts well in advance of my needing it. 

From the middle to the end of March we enjoyed a spell of good to warm weather. I used this period of 

time to a)knock the garden into shape and b) to set up the MIG welding kit and to practice on pieces of 

metal sheet that would be similar to that I intended to use when I repaired the car. Well, the garden was 



not a problem I trimmed the shrubs and had the weeds waving a white flag by the time I had finished but 

the welding well, that was a different story.  To say that it was initially a challenge would be too much of 

an exaggeration. To say that it was less than successful is about right. I looked at examples of MIG 

welding on you tube, some being better than others, I read the instruction book that came with the 

welder and practiced the welding on spare pieces of sheet metal.  I debated with myself about showing 

you the results of my initial efforts but a quick look at the picture below will give you some idea of the 

problems I experienced. However I persevered and after many frustrating attempts I became capable of 

producing at least a spot weld without blowing a hole in the metal.  I’m better now than I was but you will 

understand that I wouldn’t go anywhere near the car to weld until I became better. I tweaked the settings 

on the welder and double checked everything but it wasn’t until my fourth session of practice that I 

began to get the hang of it, and then the weather turned cold again. I had previously cut and fitted all the 

repair sections that I needed but was damned if I was going to try and do something as important as the 

welding while it was so cold. It was too risky. So instead I began to grind off the old paintwork in 

readiness to begin the re-finishing process later. I was surprised at how thin the original paint layer was 

and how much spot rust there was underneath the paint. It was almost as though it had been there for 

quite some time. I was also surprise at how much lead loading had been used around the panel joins. 

The weather finally got a bit warmer and so I set to work on the repairs to the body work. I noted that 

there was a significant difference between welding two pieces of like sheet metal together, such as the 

new stuff, and then welding the new and the 82 year old sheet metal.  Again I persevered and after a few 

expletive deleted moments I achieved a satisfactory job. Some of the tasks proved to have a difficult 

access, like the sections at the bottom of the spare wheel compartment so I had to settle for simply plug 

welding the sides of these with a stepped overlap join. 

 So now it was time to improve the welded areas using applied filler and to prepare everywhere to 

receive an initial primer coat. Before I did this I decided to have one last go at metal dressing the two 

badly dented front wings. I had previously knocked the huge dents out and had a go at levelling the faces 

and I thought that what I had done was okay. In the mean time I had been watching that excellent 

programme on BBC One called The Repair Shop and had watched the metal smith called Brendon at work 

when he removed dents from damaged items, and I noted how he worked gently and carefully to achieve 

a far better result than me just by taking his time and using his experience to dress the job to a fine finish. 

I decided to give the wings one more go before covering up my ineptitude with filler. In all modesty, 

looking at the photo below; I’m much more satisfied now. Right, so now is the time to strip all the 

remaining original body work back to bare metal and begin the refinishing. Progress next time will be 

reported on my preparation of the body for refinishing the paintwork and my attempts at taking the body 

off the chassis! 

 

Esmeralda, with her old coat removed and ready for a primer coat! 



 

                                        

The original dip switch, as found under the bulk head.                                                                                          

   

  Slightly cleaner version of the same dip switch.   Panel straightened and cleaned ready for repainting                                                                                                                                

 

The instrument panel and inside of the car when delivered 

 



 

The NS front wing fettled a bit more and looking a lot less battered! 

 

Representative sample of my first practise welds. Not a pretty sight! 

********************************************************************************* 

 
 
 

 

THE AUSTIN SEVEN CLUBS' ASSOCIATION 

 

 

Past Presidents: Bob Wyatt , Donald Doughty, Stanley Edge, Bert Hadley and Freddie Henry 
 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2020 (Postponed) 

OFFICERS' REPORTS  

                                   CIRCULATED TO CLUBS ON SUNDAY 19th APRIL 2020 

 

The Austin Seven Clubs' Association AGM was due to be held on Sunday 19th April 2020 at the Fire Service 

College, Moreton in Marsh. Owing to the current 'Lockdown' caused by the Covid-19 pandemic, the 

meeting did not take place.  A new date for the AGM will not be announced due to the uncertainty of the 

Covid-19 situation but an EGM will be convened when circumstances permit.  In the meantime, Officers 

have submitted their reports as usual: they are reproduced below.  If there are any questions arising from 

the reports, please direct your query through the Association Secretary, Paul Lawrence.  Officers will 



remain in their posts for now and changes will be dealt with when an AGM/EGM can be convened.  The 

next Grey Mag (2020B) will be late with no fixed timescale as to when it will be finished and despatched. 

 

Chairman: Chris Garner 

This will be my last report as Chairman of the Association and it has been my privilege to serve you all in a 

period which has seen so much change. The Association has grown and strengthened in so many ways 

due to the work and commitment of its Officers, the Committee and from within the Clubs. 

Paul, our Secretary, is enthusiastic and is ably proving his worth in the position. Mike, as Editor, has 

brought new vigour to the Magazine and which goes from strength to strengthen. Ruairidh's work is 

proving very popular with advertisers, born out by the fact we have a waiting list. Chris has ably handled 

the money box and Roger has expanded and cared for the Register. Howard continues to efficiently 

distribute the magazines and Adrian keeps a watchful eye on the website. Hugh is bringing new life and 

order to the Archives and we are fortunate to retain Phil in the new post of Historian. All these have 

assisted me in my role over the past three years. I thank them, not just for their work, help, advice and 

guidance, but above all for their friendship.  I have made many new friends in my contacts with the 

various Clubs and I look forward to maintaining these in the future.  As is customary, Nick, our current 

Vice Chairman, will be taking over my role and, thus, I know that the Chairmanship will be in safe and 

competent hands. Nick, I wish you well and thanks for your help over the years. I'm afraid that you have 

not seen the back of me as I will continue to be involved with the Centenary celebrations and to assist 

with magazine logistics; also, I have been asked by Hugh to help him in his archive work. 

Once again, many thanks to everyone and, after we have come through these difficult times, let us look 

forward to seeing the Association continue to go from strength to strength. 

Secretary: Paul Lawrence 

As you will know, we had planned to have the AGM at the Fire Service College, Moreton in Marsh, 

Gloucestershire, as this would have provided a great opportunity for you all to see, first-hand, the venue 

for the A7 Centenary Rally in 2022. Unfortunately, the Covid 19 situation disrupted those plans (along 

with pretty much any other plans we may have had!) but we very much hope to host a meeting there at 

some point in the future.  As mentioned at the start of these notes, an AGM/EGM will be convened when 

circumstances allow and, until then, the current Officers will be remaining in their posts. Looking back 

over the last year, I believe that the Association has been at the forefront of some exciting and interesting 

projects for the benefit of the Austin Seven movement world-wide and we should all be proud of what we 

have managed to achieve together.  The Archive has gone from strength to strength with lots of work 

done to catalogue what we already had, whilst also building the collection with interesting and relevant 

artefacts. A big thank you is due to all those who have donated items over the last year. 

The work the Association has done with Liane Kate in relation to getting young people involved with the 

Austin Seven has been well received by clubs and resulted in the Toolkit being launched at the January 

meeting. Over the next year, as your committees use the Toolkit to help formulate plans to suit your 

clubs, I really would urge you to share the Toolkit widely with your members so that everyone is aware of 

what we are trying to achieve and is encouraged to consider what they can personally do in support of 

the initiative. Getting young people involved in the future should not be the preserve of just a few people 

but something that everyone should consider themselves to be part of and feel empowered to contribute 

towards, if a real difference is to be made. 

 Last year saw the opening of the Jack French Garage at the Atwell Wilson Motor Museum in 

Calne, Wiltshire, which is testament to the hard work of all involved and again shows what can be 



achieved to safeguard the heritage of the Austin Seven when determination, passion and a 

shared interest are harnessed together. 

 The preparations for the A7 Centenary Rally in 2022 have begun in earnest over the last year 

which has been very exciting for all concerned. I should mention that the main Rally will not be on 

the Sunday, as previously thought, but will now take place on Saturday 23rd July 2022 at the Fire 

Service College, Moreton in Marsh, Gloucestershire. This will allow more time to clear up on the 

Sunday, as there will be a lot to dismantle and remove from the site by the Monday. There have 

been some positive discussions with the Science Museum and it is very much hoped that these 

will result in the prototype being made available. Negotiations with Richard Hoskins Insurance 

have resulted in a significant sponsorship deal being offered, the full details of which are 

currently being worked through and will be made public in due course. 

Looking forward to next year, there is lots for us all to get our teeth into as we embed the young person's 

toolkit, continue with the A7 Centenary Rally preparations and further develop the discussion we have 

recently started about protecting the environment by making clubs carbon neutral. 

As it currently stands, we do have the WI Hall booked in Dunchurch for our next scheduled business 

meeting on Sunday 12th July 2020. Clearly, we will have to see how things develop with the Lockdown and 

social distancing measures before we can confirm if this meeting will take place. Either way, I look 

forward to a time when we can all meet again face to face. 

Treasurer: Chris Heeley 

The Accounts for the period January to March 2020 are at Appendix 1 and the Accounts for the end of 

year January 2019 to December 2019 are at Appendix 2. 

A chunk of income during the period came from the enamel signs which were produced and sold. I know 

that Nick Turley was involved, so a big thanks to him and anyone else who contributed: it is a real 

injection of funds. Another thank you to Nick for giving a talk at the Humber group which raised £50 from 

members there towards the archive. Cambridge club generously donated £250 too. 

Main expenses came in the form of the insurance renewal. The Archivist has also made some purchases 

in the period, but I will let him tell us what he has bought in his report. Cash in Current Account (Lloyds) 

at 31st March 2020 is £24,220.98. 

I have tried, and so far failed, to set up a bank account specifically for the 2022 centenary event. My 

preference is to have this separate from the main accounts, partly for clarity, but mainly because David 

Lucas has kindly offered to be treasurer for the event, so that he can pay from and receive into this 

account. Unfortunately, the arrival of Covid-19 has brought the process to an abrupt halt but we will look 

at it again when things have eased a little and the banks are less pressed. The only expense for the 2022 

event thus far has been £40.76 paid out for the website address. As it is a small amount, I have simply 

placed it under our normal category of Website cost for now. Nick and Hugh have reached an agreement 

with Hiscox/RH Insurance to be the main sponsor of the 2022 event. I have now invoiced them for the 

first instalment of their sponsorship at £5,000. The monies have not been received at the time of writing 

this report, but I hope that it will come in soon. 

A reminder: Please can you make sure that any cheques are addressed to "The Austin 7 Clubs 

Association". Lloyds sometimes reject cheques which do not match this exactly. 

Advertising Coordinator: Ruairidh Dunford 

One of my first jobs was to thank trade advertisers and seek business from them for the coming year. 

Several did not choose to renew advertising and I was able to offer a new advertiser space for the coming 



year – he took up on the in-house design service we can now offer and is delighted with the results. Mike 

and I work closely and are in regular contact throughout the year; our systems are well proven and now 

work very efficiently. We have received a small, but steady, trickle of private adverts over the year – 

these are now limited to 40 words. I recommend that the annual 3% rise in rates continue to apply for 

2021. I have completed my first three year stint in this role and am happy to be put forward to continue 

for another three, after which I will hand over to another person. 

Archivist: Hugh Barnes 

This report is given after my first year as Archivist for the Association. Much of the year has been taken up 

with me getting a grasp of what the Archive comprises. I have spent quite some time going through 

everything on the shelves and making decisions about rationalisation of the collection, bringing a more 

specific focus to materials related directly to Austin 7. As a result, some items have been re-homed. For 

example, from the Stanley Edge collection, all the military material from his time at the Tracked Vehicle 

research station at Chobham during WWII has been donated to the Royal Electrical and Mechanical 

Engineers' Museum at Lyneham in Wiltshire. Prior to this, the materials related to his time at Clayton-

Dewandre were gifted to the Lincolnshire Life Museum. 

More work has been undertaken to place items in more suitable 'Archive quality' storage materials. All 

Publicity Brochures (apart from those which are oversize: that remains WIP) are now individually held in 

special clear sleeves and are all stored in similarly specific Archive quality ring binder 'boxes'. The 

collection of Press cutting books from the Austin Publicity department is now stored in specially sourced 

'Clamshell' boxes to protect them. As I work through the collection, similar decisions will be made for the 

individual subsets of items as they are sorted. Some Engineering drawings are already encapsulated for 

protection: the intention is to complete the rest in similar fashion. It goes without saying that none of this 

can be achieved without funding and I would like to thank those Austin 7 Clubs which have made 

generous contributions to 'ring-fenced' Archive funds. 

The digitisation process continues and we have published more materials this year such as Austin and 

other sourced period films, more oral histories have been recorded and some important private family 

collections of press cuttings and photographs have been loaned, digitised and published. I would like to 

thank particularly the families of Lou Kings and Francis Boyd Carpenter for their support. There has been 

a steady trickle of new materials for existing collections as we acquire additional items to add to the 

collection. We are still in contact with Bob Wyatt's family and hope to be able to acquire more material to 

digitise in the coming months. Similarly, I recently made contact with the family of another Austin Works 

driver of the 30's who have a family archive which they are willing to share. 

As part of my review, I have identified a couple of areas where I would like to improve the collection. I 

would like to start a collection of high quality 'period' photographs of sporting endeavours, Austin press 

release photos and cars in a social context with private owners. As part of that plan, I am talking with the 

LAT archive and hope to have access to their library before the end of the year (they are currently moving 

premises). I would also like to start collecting the Austin Advocate and Austin Magazine 1922-1939. I have 

a good relationship with my fellow Archivist in the VAR and we are hoping to complement each other's 

work as we improve our collections. Offers of items in both these areas would be welcome. 

Finally, for obvious reasons, there are no plans to have an Open Day this year. We will monitor the spread 

of Corona Virus and take heed of Government advice. If it is possible to open the Archive later in the year, 

we will do so. 

 

 



Editor: Mike Costigan 

The past year has proved to be a relatively easy year for your new Editor: Hugh Barnes provided a number 

of useful contacts which enabled me to fill the last four issues with a wide range of articles and 

photographs. At the time of writing this report, the next issue, 2020B, is with Brainstorm and is on 

schedule for printing and distribution mid-April. Whether the present conditions will allow that to happen 

remains to be seen … 

I have an interesting and lengthy article to fill the majority of 2020C, together with a number of choices to 

fill the remaining space but, looking ahead, it would be useful to have other contributions around which I 

can base an issue. I would be particularly interested in articles with an historical content, as I see the 

Magazine as a publication to be retained for future reference; topical items on marathon expeditions may 

hold immediate interest, but tend to lose their appeal in the future. To that end, I encouraged Jon Edgar 

in his research into the fabric trim fitted to the Seven and his efforts have resulted in significant new 

knowledge and some useful articles for the Magazine – I am assured that even more variants are to 

come! I am also gathering material in preparation for the 2022 issues: if anyone has anything relating 

especially to the early 1920s which may not have been seen by most enthusiasts, please let me know. 

Once the present situation has calmed down, I can make arrangements for the safe and secure copying of 

precious items. 

Similarly, I see that I put an appeal in my first report last April for technical articles; these have been 

notable by their absence! We are making progress in attempts to attract the next generation of owners 

but we need to demonstrate that our cars are easy and simple to work on even without any great 

engineering skills – most of us learned to fettle our cars by the kerbside and new owners need to learn 

not to be afraid of tinkering with their prized possession! 

Registrar: Roger Brown 

Registrar's Report: 2015/16 to 2019/20 

This time last year, I wrote what should have been my last Registrar's report but it was not to be. I was 

happy to help out and resume duty in July after a couple of months off. A replacement has now come 

forward and I had planned to hand over ahead of the AGM scheduled for 19th April. However, events have 

precluded this for the time being and the handover will take place as soon as practical. In the meantime, I 

am happy to continue. 

I have been in office for more than five years and I thought that the long view might be of interest. I 

reproduce a spreadsheet recording progress year by year through my period in office. If there is one 

surprising thing, it is the steady trickle of new entries. It must peter out one day, but I see no obvious 

trend. Like all my statistics, let me know if you find errors! 

Year 2015-16 2016-17 2017-18 2018-19 2019-20 all 

Month new upd new upd new upd new upd new upd  

Apr     4   26   13   22     5   33     9     7     5    5  

May   16   31   16     8   10   17     6     6      

Jun   16   13   16   15   18     6     6     5      

Jul   12   19   24   64   32   18   12   15   36  50  



A7CA all marques Register 2019 

(2018)  

 all new change 

Apr 10 (16) 5 (09) 5 (07) 

May  (12) (05)  (06) 

Jun (11)  (06)  (05) 

Jul 86 (27) 36 (12) 50 (15) 

Aug 71 (20) 16 (09) 55 (11) 

Sep 26 (24) 21 (09) 5 (15) 

Oct 12 (10) 7 (08) 5 (02) 

Nov 31 (17) 24 (13) 7 (04) 

Dec  13 (11)  6 (04) 7 (07) 

Jan 73 (24) 12 (15) 61 (19) 

Feb 28 (31) 8 (10) 20 (21) 

Mar 23 (29) 7 (12) 16 (17) 

year 373 (232) 142 (113) 231 (119) 

 

Aug   12   22   18   45   11   16     9   11   16  55  

Sep   15     8     8     8     9     9     9   15   21    5  

Oct   17   20   11     9     5   11     8     2     7    5  

Nov   16   12   14   27   11     6   13     4   24    7  

Dec   12   22     6   10     7   15     4     7     6    7  

Jan   25   12     7   22     7   16   15     9   12  61  

Feb   10   11     5   11   22   24   10   21     8  20  

Mar   19   18     8     4   12   11   12   17     7  16  

new 174   146   149   113   142   724 

upd   214   245   182   119   231 991 

A7CA Registrar's Report: April 2019 – March 2020 

Updates and new entries from members, clubs and model registers have 

kept coming: well done and thank you. If you have a car not yet on the 

Register, I would be pleased to hear about it and add the car or amend 

existing entries. Chassis, car and body numbers are sometimes recorded in 

the wrong columns.  When this is pointed out, or if I spot it myself, I now 

'correct' it to improve quality of the record. In January, I 

floated the idea of splitting the 'Comments and Notes' 

column into 'Car Comments' and 'Registrar Notes' to 

separate my cryptic notes of changes from potentially 

more interesting information about the cars. I asked for 

comments on the suggestion and received none so the 

split has been implemented in the downloadable 

spreadsheets available from the Association website. The 

split is made automatically from the 'Comments and 

Notes' field. I'd be pleased to hear comments on this 

change. 

For security reasons, the Register does not hold contact 

or location details. Club and model registers are recorded 

if the details are offered and this is the only way in which 

owners may be contacted. Some owners do not want 

their cars included, so I don't personally check every 

Austin 7 that I come across. 

I try to respond to submissions within a week but not all 

result in a change to the Register. It is your data which I 

accept at face value unless there is an obvious problem - 

for example with the format of chassis or engine 

numbers. Also, your submission may suggest that a 

vehicle no longer exists and it is a register of surviving 

cars. Sometimes I am right, sometimes wrong. Accuracy is 

Submissions 

2019/20 (2018/19) 

e-form e-mail 

139 (209) 160 (115) 

 



my aim and no offence is intended when I seek clarification. 

Register entries, especially new entries, often omit club or model register details.  If the A7CA record of 

your car has no club or model register information, it would be helpful to add it. Also, I ask club and 

model registrars to check their records against the Association Register: appropriately sorted 

spreadsheets are available to download. Please let me know what needs to be added or changed. I 

believe the information held by club and model registrars is the best record since they should be in 

regular contact with their members. Maybe Club Chairmen can from time to time check that their end is 

working as intended? The on-line submission form makes it easy to submit a few records but, if there is a 

large number, please get in touch to agree a better way. And whilst on the subject of clubs, I've seen a 

few club websites which contain reference to the number of surviving cars. Most are now wrong (even 

ours) and ought to be revised – Webmasters please note. 

The list of associate clubs and clubs recognised by the Association has not changed during my term in 

office. I am occasionally aware of other clubs to which owners belong.  When they appear to operate as a 

club - ie formal membership, meetings, events, publications etc - I want to add them to the Club Record 

Number list so that they can be referred to as the clubs already on the list. Maybe they could also be 

approached and sold the benefits of joining the Association. More members should be good for everyone. 

Webmaster: Adrian Payne 

Not much to report on the webmaster front: everything is ticking along okay. Facebook followers are up 

to 1103, an increase of 210 since October. This may be a result of everyone being sat at home respecting 

the lockdown recommendations. The Vintage Minor Register is running a series of old club magazines to 

keep its members entertained. In this vein, please send me some interesting articles or copies of the 

oldest Grey Mags in electronic form so that they can be posted on Facebook or added to the website to 

keep everyone interested. 

Presentation of Awards 

The winners of the two Association awards this year are: 

a. The Ray Morley Trophy (for Sporting Endeavour) awarded to Chris Blakey for his trans-Asian trip. 

b. The Ken Warren Trophy (for an article of note in the Association Magazine) awarded to Roger French 

for his article on his father, Jack French. 

Date and Location of Next AGM: Sunday 11th April 2021 (Venue to be confirmed). 

 

Appendix 

Austin 7 Clubs' Association 

  Financial Report 1 January to 31 March 2020 £ 

   Balance 1 January 2020 

 

28,396.35 

Receipts January-March 2020 

  Magazine Sales 

 

0.00 

Sale of back numbers 

 

25.00 



Subscriptions for 2018/9 

 

5.00 

Magazine Distribution Recharged to Clubs 

 

0.00 

Receipts Warwick DVD 

 

0.00 

Advertising 

 

75.00 

Interest Received 

 

0.00 

Receipts for Jack French Garage Project 

 

0.00 

Sale of Binders 

 

0.00 

Insurance Payouts 

 

0.00 

Archive Sales 

 

2,279.00 

Digital Archive Receipts 

 

0.00 

Other Misc Income (member club donations) 

 

300.00 

Production Changes Book 

 

40.00 

Index Booklet Receipts 

 

0.00 

Hiscox Adverts Receipts 

 

0.00 

Total receipts 

 

2,724.00 

   Payments January-March 2020 

  Magazine Print and Layout Costs 

 

2,714.88 

Magazine Distribution (postage) 

 

660.21 

Production Changes Book 

 

4.20 

Index Booklet Costs 

 

0.00 

Subscriptions (ie FBHVC) 

 

0.00 

Jack French Garage Project Costs 

 

0.00 

Room Hire for Meetings 

 

122.72 

Binders Costs 

 

0.00 

Insurance 

 

2,391.23 

Archive Costs 

 

659.60 

Archive Purchases 

 

182.75 

Digitisation of Archives Project 

 

0.00 

Website Cost 

 

40.76 



Hiscox Rebated Payments 

 

0.00 

Officers Expenses 

 

275.02 

A7CA contribution to Jack French Garage project 

 

0.00 

Total payments 

 

7,051.37 

Analysis of Account balances at 31st March 2020 

 Lloyds: A7CA Funds 

 

21,014.88 

Lloyds: Jack French Garage project fund 

 

1,206.10 

2022 Accrual Fund 

 

2,000.00 

  

24,220.98 

Payments Jan-Mar 

  Jump D&P Magazine 2020A 

 

 2,090.00  

Brainstorm 2020A 

 

    450.00  

Postage, Howard Annett 

 

    294.43  

Howard Annett Expenses 

 

      55.00  

Room Hire etc reimb Secretary 

 

      66.00  

Archive expenses, reimb Baildon 

 

      27.24  

Dropbox cost, Advertising, Dunford 

 

      79.00  

Editor expenses, Costigan 

 

      49.00  

Chairman expenses, Garner 

 

      48.00  

Room hire, reimb Cochrane 

 

      50.00  

Archive storage Stuart Ulph 

 

    100.00  

Archivist reimb for Stuart Ulph 

 

      25.00  

Correction, unpaid cheque 

 

    145.00  

Correction, unpaid cheque 

 

    149.00  

Jump D&P Magazine 2020A postage 

 

    124.00  

2022 event website reimb Salmon 

 

      40.76  

Expenses, Annett 

 

      70.00  

Postage, Howard Annett 2020B 

 

    241.78  

Archive costs, sign packaging, Turley 

 

    225.60  

Registrar expenses, Brown 

 

      47.50  



Archive purchase, reimb Barnes 

 

      30.75  

Insurances, Routen Chaplin 

 

 2,391.23  

Dropbox cost, Editor, Costigan 

 

      95.88  

Changes: reimb postage, Baildon 

 

        4.20  
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***************************************************** 

NOTE NEW CLASSIC CAR SHOW DATE 

  

     

 



 


