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Hello everyone and welcome to another Chair Chat.
Still everything is at a standstill so I haven’t much to report again this month, other than
your committee got together last Thursday having taken all the appropriate precautions’ so
to speak. We discussed how to move forward as restrictions are loosened up. We have
decided to have the August meeting, as usual with a bring your car and Fish&Chips evening,
it is unclear whether the Bar will be available at this point, so you’re welcome to bring your
beverage of choice along with you. The A.G.M. will go ahead as normal the room is
restricted to 30 people but as we only usually get that sort of number shouldn’t be an issue
we will space seating etc accordingly. Dave Trickett has finished producing the latest 2020
Membership list which will be posted to you in due course, along with a questionnaire ref
the Centenary event please return it to me.
I have been attending on line meetings with the A7CA committee organising the Centenary
celebrations’ for 2022 as a club we have agreed to organise the road runs for the event,
and Brem as stepped up to the mark to develop the routes. The event is set to be a whole
week in July 2022. Which I think is ambitious to say the least. With that in mind I have asked
Dave Trickett, to email all members that are on our list to get their views i.e. if they are
likely to attended and for how many day’s etc so that I can feed this back to the A7CA
committee. Those of you not on email I will construct a quick questionnaire to go out in the
newsletter and I would ask you please to reply, I might even persuade Ian “Hon Treasurer”
to allow us to put stamp addressed envelopes in so no excuse not to reply. It is in important
to get a rough idea of likely numbers etc. I know 2022 seems a long way off so we aren’t
looking for definite just an idea! It is planned to be a once in a life time event with loads of
attractions and things to get involved with so should be a brilliant event I’m looking forward
to it.
Well that’s all for now look forward to seeing you next month stay safe!
And look after yourselves
Regards
Rick Bishop

Company No 6803165

The Companies Act 1985 to 1989

Midlands Austin Seven Club Ltd (MA7C Ltd)
(A Company Limited by guarantee and not having a share capital)

Annual General Meeting
Tuesday 29th September 2020
NOTICE is hereby given that the 8th Annual General Meeting of The Midlands Austin Seven
Club Ltd will take place in the Village Hall at Beoley at 8 pm on Tuesday 25th September
2018 for the following purposes:
1. To receive and consider the report of the Directors for the end of year 31st January
2017
2. To receive Notification of the accounts for the financial year ending 31st January
2017
3. The Election of Directors (note 1)
4. The Election of the Committee (note 2)
5. To consider any other business notified in accordance with the Company's articles
of Association (note 3).

By order of the Board
R S Prophet
Secretary
7th June 2018
Notes:
1. Two directors were elected at the 2012 AGM. These directorships, which are now held by
R Bremner-Smith "Chairman" and I Devey "Treasurer", will not be up for re-election at the
meeting.
2. Members are encouraged to stand as members of the Committee; those wishing to do so
should notify the Secretary in writing of their willingness to serve not less than 14 days prior
to the AGM; they should have the support of one proposer and one seconder, both of whom
should be full members of MA7C Ltd.
3. Only items which have been included in the agenda for the AGM and notified to the
Secretary not less than 14 days prior to the AGM may be discussed during the formal part of
the AGM. The board has the discretion over the detail of the agenda.

***************************************************************

ED
Don`t forget the social distancing rules apply and bring a mask with you (just in
case, or if you feel you need to wear one)

Dates for your Diary.
Provisional Dates for 2020 (Club events will be confirmed as the date approaches; Members
should verify non-Club dates as it has not been possible to confirm them)
Note that MA7C Diary dates have not yet been finalised; they all take place at Beoley except where otherwise
indicated. If you discover any more, please let the Secretary know.

Tues 25 Aug 20: Fish 'n Chips (plus Skittles?)
Sat 19/Sun 20: Stoke Prior Steam Rally, Bromsgrove B60 4LF. See
www.shakespearesrally.com CANCELLED
Tues 29 Sep: Annual General Meeting (probably restricted to 30 people)
Sun 18 Oct: Autumn Leaves (Start at The Ranch?)
Tues 27 Oct: Bring 'n Buy
Tues 8 Dec: Christmas Meal (tbc because of numbers)

*********************************
MA7C Club Night , Tuesday, 25th August 7.30 for 8 pm

Fish and Chip Supper at Beoley Village Hall
Following the very popular Fish and Chip Nights in 2018 and 2019,
it has been decided to repeat the event again in August.
Spaces are limited to 30 persons by the Beoley Village Hall regulations in line
with cor-vid social distancing. So, book early to avoid disappointment.
.
Fish & Chips, Chicken & Mushroom or Steak & Kidney Pie & Chips £4.50 each
To reserve your place, contact Brem by phone/email.
Details on Committee list.

AN AUSTIN FAN

Alice the Opal Austin is still in the process of being restored and will not be on the road for
some time yet, so here is a short story that unfolded in1964.
I was newly married and our first child, Tom, had recently been born. We lived in a flat in
Birmingham and our transport was a Special car I had built using a Y model Ford as the
donor car. Nowadays of course it would be a restoration project. My wife and I decided to
have a day out in the country, driving to a small village we knew well on the Welsh border. It
was autumn and Tom was two months old. There was a designed space behind the two
seats of the Special which took his carrycot nicely. In those days there were no harnesses or
even seatbelts.
Our trip and day were enjoyable and uneventful, so later it was time to pack up the remains
of our picnic and start for home, bath time and bed. All went well until we were
approaching Newnham Bridge on the Birmingham side of Tenbury wells. As we went round
a sweeping left hand bend there was a loud clattering sound under the bonnet, followed by
several more clatters as cars coming in the other direction ran over a metal object in the
road. I pulled into a farm drive to investigate and on opening the bonnet saw water spouting
from the radiator matrix. For a moment i was puzzled until I realised the radiator fan was no
longer there. It had broken from its moorings and damaged the radiator in its bid for
freedom.
When I built the Special I wanted to lower the bonnet so that it looked the part. The Y
model Ford had a tall radiator which worked by convection which was common in some pre
war cars. I was advised that a modern Morris Minor radiator would, not only fit under a low
bonnet, but that it would not need a fan or even a water pump such as was optional for
export cars. However, after the severe winter of 1963, when mains water pipes froze
underground, I decided to fit and this would need a water pump too. The original Ford fan
had been removed from the front of the dynamo and a smaller replacement was needed.
In those far off days council car parks and especially university car parks were littered with
abandoned old cars, which served as a good source of spare parts of sorts, and as a
penniless student I was not above availing myself of bits and pieces, indeed, the Special
windscreen and lovely chrome headlights had been purloined in that way. It was thus that I
became the `owner` of an Austin 7 fan which was duly fitted to the cylinder head in a rather
Heath Robinson way.
You will have guessed by now that it was the breaking free of the fan that caused the
clattering and damage to the radiator.
Darkness was approaching, but with a pair of pliers I was able to reduce the flow of coolant
by nipping up the relevant tubes. While I was so engaged, Tom woke up in the back of the
car and gave notice that it was time for his next feed, so he was lifted into the front with his

Mum for his breast feed. Meanwhile I went to the farm in search of replacement water.
Returning from my successful mission I found an apologetic policeman standing by the car.
He had got off his bicycle to investigate what he thought may be an abandoned car and
shone his torch into the cab to illuminate a hungry baby enjoying his supper! My wife was
quite unfazed, not so the Old Bill.

The story does not quite end then as we still had to get home and would need to top up the
radiator from time to time, and it was now dark. Reaching Clowes Top there was a garage
with lights still on so I drove in, found the owner and explained the problem. He thought for
a moment and then, noticing the luggage rack on the back of the car advised that we could
strap an oil can to the empty rack and have our own bowser. Unfortunately he revealed that
he had just thrown away an empty oil can and now he didn`t have another.
Following a water top up from the washroom in Bewdley police station we eventually made
it home.
Tom is now nearing retirement, and I still travel that route several times a year, always
remembering our escapade as I pass what is now always known as FAN CORNER! Sometimes
I fancy I hear the ghost of a clatter, but only on the return journey.
Tony Ganner
***************************************************************************

WANTED Editor
Now is as good a time as any to say that from the September AGM I will be
Stepping down as editor. I think, after 8 years in what started out as a
temporary `fix`, it`s time for new blood to be injected into the role or old
blood with a fresh approach and computer skills which are bound to be
better than mine!
Therefore we are looking for a willing volunteer to take it on. Please let
me, or Rick or Bob know if you are interested.

When I was thinking about this decision I was also remembering the roles that
myself and Keith have done over the 48 years in MA7C. I know that there are
others who have given great service to the club, and continue to do so.
I think it started with Regalia, when a chap in our village printed T shirts for the
club. This was later handed over to the Lowes . Then, by accident, we took on
the Treasurers role after one Longbridge Rally. Stanford Hall Rally was a
pleasure to take on and we lived the closest of all our members. We enjoyed
those days but as happens, a change of ownership at Stanford brought
difficulties for us and other clubs, and we decided to leave it behind. That
brings me to that AGM where I said I would do the news letter until a
replacement was found! Thank you to those who have supported me over
these years and sent articles. Please give the next editor your support too.
Lesley

THE AUSTIN SEVEN CLUBS'
ASSOCIATION
President: Vacant
Past Presidents: Donald Doughty, Stanley Edge, Bert Hadley and Freddie Henry

Sent to me by the Association.
Toolkit to Help A7 Clubs Engage with Younger People

1. Focus on generation in their 40s/50s who will have a direct link to family members who
had an A7. Younger generations are less likely to engage as they have no memory of
the A7 and will gravitate towards cars built in the 1960s and 1970s
2. Share articles and stories from your club magazines with editors of local papers, Parish
Newsletters or community magazines. Human-interest stories about people’s journeys
and adventures in their A7 may motivate others to get involved (Consider tweaking the
articles to include some of the points given in point 7 below).
3. Raise awareness of your Austin 7 club by attending local family friendly events in towns
and villages, having posters inviting families to come along to meetings and have a ride
in an A7 (if you are in any doubt about your insurance cover then please enquire with
your own Insurance provider).
4. Consider a ‘Bring a friend to a meeting' scheme, where members invite friends and
neighbours who have already shown an interest in the A7 motorcar. Members who
invite a friend could receive club vouchers for dinners out for example.
5. Consider gaining celebrity endorsement. You may have a celebrity living locally who
you could give access to an A7 and encourage them to talk about it with the public
6. Encourage club members to set up a Twitter campaign. i.e. one already exists where
people are encouraged to tweet to say when they have seen ‘Burt’ an Austin 7 Ruby.
This fun activity raises the profile and may encourage younger people to get involved
7. Make use of digital platforms like facebook, Instagram & Twitter. Make posts fun and
interesting and use the opportunity to engage people in a ‘conversation’ about:
 The pleasure of owning an A7 and the fun things your club has been doing
 How being in a club can lead to family days out, holidays and friendships
 How owning an A7 is not a requirement to joining a club and getting involved
 How to join your club
 Facts about cost of purchase, running, maintenance, accessibility of parts etc.

FrOM the editor
Rummaging in the folders I found these photos stuck together on an A4 sheet. I
wasn`t Austin Sevening in 1959(too young!), I got them in the previous
editor`s “stuff”. Does anyone, like Robin Boyce or John Ward know anything
about them? Perhaps you remember the car?
I am sorry for the poor quality but scanning them did not produce a better
copy. Even I don`t go back as far as 1959 Austin Seven circles!

Unusually I am planning on doing another news letter in August as we are in
extraordinary times and need to keep in touch. We haven`t forgotten you are
out there coping with the various guidelines.
If you have any memories of rallies past or photos you could send via e mail
preferably (as scanning doesn`t always produce a good enough copy), I would
be very grateful. If you are sending an article please use a Word document. If
you have no idea what I am on about, then perhaps a Grandchild could help
you out, they can be very useful!!

Something to look forward to!
More of this in the coming weeks and months.

Now is the time to sort out your sheds and garages, especially if
you are not going on holiday, ready for the bring and buy.

BRING & BUY 27th

October

Bring your very useful, unwanted Austin 7 spares or any automobilia
etc. If you don’t have any of these, bring your wallet to purchase
these items as they are very useful and a good investment.
Will all vendors ensure that they label any items with their reserve
price. Any items not labelled will be sold and proceeds will go into
club funds.
Vendors are requested to collect any unsold items at the end of the
auction please.
( We can’t imagine there will be any unsold items , we hope!)

As usual the Bring & Buy will be held at Beoley Village Hall
approximate starting time 8.30pm.

Again we will be complying with whatever restrictions are in place at
the time.

Part 18 of the Restoration of FAE 588
After the successful removal and refurbishment to both the underside of the car body and also the
chassis, involving the removal of about 3 kilograms of muck mixed with under seal applied by some
well meaning person in the past, and congealed grease, I needed to take a loaded grease gun and fill
every joint and junction served by a grease nipple; of which there were many, it was interesting to
see how some which were clearly not easily accessible from the underside of the chassis had not
been the subject of much attention in the past. I could tell this by whether or not the spring loaded
little ball bearing in the nipple was still actionable and some were not. I needed to be a bit rough
with them to even get grease pushed into the relevant joint and I’m still not totally sure that I got
them all working properly. I noted where they are and will go back again later to remove the
offending grease nipples and replace them. I also gave the spring suspension blades a good
application of thinned grease to ease their future operation and fitted the refurbished petrol tank
because it was clearly easier to do then rather than struggle with it once the body was replaced. I
had earlier acquired a new plastic sender unit ball cock float courtesy of GB Trimming and fitted that
prior to fitting the tank. It was whilst I was down there underneath the car that I noticed that there
was no cable serving the front brake drums. I could see the section that pulled the cable but there
was nothing to see of the triangular layout of the cable including the section to which the centre part
of the cable would be attached. “There’s nothing there”, I said to myself. I’m quick like that you
know. Nothing visible ergo, it’s not there. As the Emperor said in the King and I “It’s a puzzlement”.
However I recalled seeing in the celebrated box of bits that came with the car a flat slightly
triangular swivel shaped piece that looked suspiciously like the right fitting and so having liberated it
from the tin box I realised that it fitted, complete with the little holed dowel which held it in place
via a split pin. Another minor celebration ensued but where the dickens was the cable. I checked
everything I had with prospective usable parts in it but nothing nada! I also emailed the aforesaid
original owner to see if he might have it in his stash of spare parts but nothing was doing so nothing
to be done but to order a replacement cable and the connecting swivel fork (also missing!)which I
did, a couple of days later they arrived and are now fitted, But , I wondered, why did the previous
owner chap take them all off and why did he remove the cable and special parts which cost another
£65 ?and what happened to them all? The cable fitted to the rear drums was fine and in good fettle.
One of my deferred tasks is to reset and adjust the whole brake system but I can do that any time, so
onward and upward.
The replacement of the body onto the chassis was relatively easily accomplished. I had earlier glued
the original replaced packing pieces back into place so that once the body was on the chassis the
theory was that I could re-bolt straight through them. I reconvened the original Working Party of 3
of my neighbours on a Saturday afternoon and aside from one of them having a good idea which
resulted in an aborted first attempt it went back on okay. You see, typically we had planned to do it
the same way as before but this someone’s good idea resulted in us having to carry it out of the
garage and then back again but the good idea didn’t work and it proved to be more of a strain.
However, once we had seated the body back into place I gave it a few tugs and pushes to get all the
re-bolting holes into alignment and a few minutes later with bolts through the holes and the packing
pieces all was well. See the photograph 1 below of the car reassembled with its posh shiny wheels.
The need to create the shiny wheels was suggested by Dave Trickett, when he visited one day to
help me with a few issues. “It’s a wet day job”, he said and so it proved to be.
Knowing that the next task with regard to the car body would be the re-painting, I also took the
opportunity to refit the main sub frame of the notorious Pytchley Sliding Sunroof. I took care to

ensure that none of the fixing screws were sticking up proud of the sliding track face and applied
copious amounts of sealant under the frame to ensure it’s weather proofing. I followed up this with

bonding the new piece of black PVC external weather skin onto the fixed metal decking I had
incorporated into the design of this area and on completion I have to say it looked pretty smart.
However, as they sometimes say, “pride comes before a fall”, because filled with confidence and
optimism, I also refitted the sunroof sliding track by screwing it down in place over the metal sub
frame I’d just fitted, again with lots of sealant and by now was more than slightly chuffed with
progress. I should explain that the original fitting of this section when manufactured involved the
use of rivets which were, I believe, the source over time of rain water leaks. “Not on my watch”, I
thought to myself. I now tried to slide in place the movable section of the sunroof, to which I had
previously bonded the second piece of thin sheet metal to provide a surface for the next black PVC
external weather skin and it was a disaster! It wouldn’t slide and I couldn’t get it to close over the
opening without using brute force and lots of leverage. Something was amiss. I retired that day
feeling really disconsolate. I sulked whilst I pondered this latest setback and tried to resolve what
had gone wrong. The only thing I could identify that I had done differently was to apply the metal
external skin. It had to come off as it was probably twisting the sunroof frame out of wind causing
the difficulty in pushing the frame back and forth. Anyway, with a slightly heavy heart I carefully
prised the metal skin away from the frame and guess what? BINGO the frame now slid easily back
and forth and all was well. I’ll just have to accept that my metal sheet deck was not an improvement
and that the black PVC external weather skin would have to go onto the frame in the traditional way.
Some you win and some you lose eh!?See picture 5 below.
In spite of progressing on various fronts, I was still pondering about how the brake and clutch pedal
arrangements worked when, after an email exchange, good old Dave Trickett offered to pay me a
visit and let me have a crawl around his Austin Opal to try and let me match his arrangement with
mine. This he did, bless him and we spent a happy couple of hours over a cup of tea discussing the
merits and demerits of owning a classic car, and photographing and sketching to resolve the brake
and clutch issues. This was all necessary because the previous owner had removed these two
elements and as I have explained earlier it was proving difficult for me to reassemble them. I think
I’ve got it sorted in my mind now but I won’t be completely sure until I get my gearbox returned
from Coventry Classic Car Engines so that I can hopefully refit the clutch pedal properly. Oh! and
Dave also had a look through my metal box of bits and spotted a special cover plate that I had
obviously not identified and showed me where it fitted. Thanks a bunch mate.
Dave also helped me out on another issue when he provided me with a contact in the form of a
member named Brian, (he knows who he is), who, having read in an earlier edition of this magazine
that I had experienced difficulty locating a new or used starter button, offered to let me have one
from his stash of spares. No payment required! What a hero and what a nice bloke. Well done Brian
and thanks very much. What a joy it is to be a member of a Classic Car Club with blokes like you in it.
The next problem to address was the steering wheel and it’s supporting column. It may be recalled
by avid readers of this blog that I had to remove both of these items to enable the safe removal of
the car’s body. I had hung the steering wheel and its column on the garage wall pending later
attention. During one of my afternoon tea breaks, I found myself studying the wheel and noticed
that not only were there a lot of minor cracks evident in the surface of the wheel’s black finish but
the coating was also peeling off in some of the areas. Not good I thought and took it down for closer
inspection. Basically the wheel finish was shot and it would need to be refinished. A few expletives
deleted ensued whilst I scratched what’s left of the hair on my head and wondered what to do. After
a bit of brain bashing I recalled that I had periodically seen a little advertisement in my Classic Car
Magazine for this service provided by a small company based in the Norwich area. I searched
through the latest issue of the magazine and found the advert’ near the back, tucked away in the
corner of a page full of different other adverts’. “Good result”, I thought, that is until I enquired the
prospective cost of this service, I almost had a heart attack! I thanked them for their kind advice and

sought alternative treatments. This involved a bit of internet searching and from what I could
deduce, the company I had spoken to were the primary leaders in this field, (if you exclude America),
and whilst their advertisements were unspectacular their website was superb. The firm is called
Myrtle and I have nothing but praise for their quality of service and the work which they do. You see,
the problem lies mainly in the removal of the existing finish which is baked nylon. Its removal
involves a special process which is a sort of trade secret, the alternative being to try and burn it off.
“No thanks”, I thought, my neighbours would never speak to me again and anyway I’d probably ruin
the steering wheel. I wrestled with what to do for a couple of days and finally concluded that I either
had the job done properly or settled for having a slightly duff wheel. With a sad heart and slightly
depleted bank balance I packed the wheel carefully for collection by their courier a couple of days
later. After just two weeks the wheel was returned and I have to say I am not disappointed it looks
just great. I can’t show you the finished steering wheel because it’s carefully wrapped up and
waiting to be refitted but I can show you a picture of the old one which is photo graph number 2
and I promise to feature the nice new shiny one in a later report. It does look splendid even though I
did shed a few tears when I forked out the biblical cost of it’s refurbishment. See also picture 6
please.
Okay, so now the focus of my attention is being spent on preparing for the re-spraying of Esmeralda.
This involves creating a sort of plastic room inside the Garage to protect the shelved contents of the
same and also to keep out any dust and flying creatures which always seem to be attracted to the
smell of new paint. See picture number 3 and 4 which shows the range of various bits hanging up
ready to be sprayed in the next few days. Can’t wait! Some other good news, the folks at GB
Trimming have finished the preparation of my internal trimming material, in spite of the Covid 19
shut down and I have them safely stored at home, and also my engine refurbishment by Coventry
Classic Engines has finally got all its bits from various suppliers also delayed by Covid 19, and Keith
there has promised progress now. In the words of one of my favourite comedy actors,” I don’t
believe it”!

Picture 1 car body and chassis reassembled, see the nice wheels!

Picture 2 I took this picture to show the company doing the refurb’ what it looked like.

Picture 3 various panels and brackets awaiting painting.

Picture 4 ditto as above.

Picture 5 the Pytchley Sliding Sunroof sans its metal cover sheet.

Picture 6 the steering wheel back from refurb ‘ awaiting re-fitting onto its steering column.

NB this advert is not from a club member and contact must be made with the vendor about details
given and not members of the committee.

FLB 227 was purchased by me on 6th February 1990. The car had had one previous owner
from new. It was first registerd on 4th January 1939 and must have been one of the last
Ruby’s made.
It is in the original colour scheme of blue with black wings. It has a working sunroof and
(sometime) working trafficators in addition to flashing direction indicators. The bodywork is
in good condition. The paintwork requires some touching up. There are five good tyres. It
has been re-wired and all lights and other electrical equipment works as it should. The
battery was new last year. It has been reupholstered in blue vinyl (I couldn’t afford leather
at the time).

The engine and mechanicals have been restored over the years and everything operates as
it should. Although an older restoration a little additional work would make this car a headturner. I have some photographs taken at various stages of the restoration and a large file of
registration documents, invoices and MOT Certificates all of which will be given to the
purchaser.
Contact
Christopher Turner cturner7444@yahoo.co.uk

A change from Austin 7s. If you haven`t visited Cosford Air Museum,
here`s a taster.

g

There are good facilities, cafe and
coffee bar with good food.
Exhibits outside too. Parking was £5
but then free!

Our parting photo as we left.

******************************************************************************

There will certainly be more from The Association in the coming month`s.
We will try to keep you up to date, meanwhile take note of our club`s
commitment to the event .

Don`t forget August is Fish and Chip Night.
Contact Brem to place your order.

