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A wonderful array of Austins at Charlcote Park some years ago.
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Hello everyone and welcome to another Chair Chat.
Well another month has gone already, how the time flies. The Jan club night was
well supported thanks to those of you that came along, and dug deep in your
pockets, to make the alternative bring and buy a success. We raised £100 on the
night for club funds which all helps in the smooth running of the club. Thanks to
John Ward and especially to John Roberts “auctioneer extraordinaire. As a
committee we have a big decision to make this month, and by the time you read
this we will probably have dropped the “LTD Company” status which we have
had for a few years. We have taken advice on this and it would seem that as we
no longer run major events such as Longbridge etc. We no longer need the
protection of being a LTD Company, and as it costs us an annual fee, it was and
expense we could do without.
Next month’s club night sounds absolutely fascinating; it’s a talk on “Shelsley
Walsh” hill climb, so please come along and support I think you will find it most
interesting. Look out in this newsletter for the Mug Shots of your committee I
promised Lesley Editor in chief that I would take the motley line up so you can
put a face to the name, so you know who to target should you have any need!
Well that’s all for now,
Regards
Rick Bishop

Introducing Your committee (“Mug shots”!)
Your Chairman has his picture with his Chair Chat.( Much better than
the one he sent me with the others!)
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Dates for 2020
Note that MA7C Diary dates (which are highlighted) have not yet been finalised; they all take place at Beoley except
where otherwise indicated. If you discover any more, please let the Secretary know.

Tues 25 Feb 20: Talk on Shelsley Walsh by Max Hunt
Sun 8 Mar: Malvern Drive-in Autojumble, Three Counties Showground, 10 am – 3 pm
Fri 27 Mar: Austin 7 Back to the Track, Curborough
Fri/Sun 27/29 Mar: Practical Classics Restoration Show, NEC. www.necrestorationshow.com
Tues 31 Mar 20: Bring 'n Buy
Sun 12 Apr 20: Easter Sunday
Sun 26 Apr 20: Cotswold Run; Drive it Day
Tues 28 Apr 20: Talk by David Workham - Tuneful Tunes (tbc)
Fri/Sun 8/10 May: VE Vintage Festival, Ashdown Camp
Sat/Sun 9/10 May: Bidford Vintage Gathering
Sun 10 May 20: Stratford Racecourse Autojumble and display
Sun 17 May: Forge Mill Needle Museum
Sat 23 May: Vintage and Classic Fête, Little Comberton
Sun/Mon 24/25 May: Ragley Hall Classic Cars. www.classicmotorshow.co.uk/ragley-hall
Mon 25 May 20: Wings and Wheels, Bidford
Tues 26 May 20: Skittles
Sun 31 May: PWA7C Wollaton Park
Sat 6 Jun: Bretforton Village Fête and Classic Cars
Sat/Sun 6/7 Jun: Coventry Motor Festival
Sat/Sun 202/21 Jun: Gloucester Show, Highnam Court. https://www.piedpipersummershow.co.uk/
Sun 14 Jun 20: Churchill Village Fête and Classic Car Show
Sun 14 Jun: Bryngau (Bryniau?) A7 Club Rally (tbc)
Sun 14 Jun 20: Stratford Racecourse Autojumble and display
Fri/Sun 26/28 Jun: Upton Jazz Festival
Tues 30 Jun 20: Barbecue in Temple Grafton area (to be arranged)
Sat/Sun 4/5 Jul: 750 MC Beaulieu
Sat/Sun 4/5 Jul: Annual Gala and Historic Transport Weekend, Evesham Country Park
Sun 5 Jul: Fladbury Walkabout
Sat/Sun 11/12 Jul: Stourport Vintage Steam Rally
Sat/Sun 18/19 Jul: Much Marcle Steam Rally. Website: www.muchmarclesteamrally.com
Fri/Sun 24/26 Jul: Welland Steam Rally. Website: www.wellandsteamrally.co.uk
Tues 28 Jul 20: Bring your car to Beoley and Fish 'n Chips
Sat 22 Aug: Great Comberton Flower Show & Classic Cars. www.theflowershow.org.uk/classiccars
Tues 25 Aug 20: Bring an interesting item
Sat 29 Aug: Gloucester Goes Retro Motoring Festival (tbc - date could be 24 Aug)
Mon 31 Aug: Pershore Plum Festival (£4 entrance fee)
Mon 31 Aug: Chaddesley Classic Car Show, The Swan Inn, Chaddesley Corbett. £10 entry fee
Sat 5 Sep: Peopleton Village Fête. £3 entry fee
Sun 6 Sep 20: Stratford Racecourse Autojumble and display
Sat/Sun 19/20 Sep: Stoke Prior Steam Rally
Tues 29 Sep 20: Annual General Meeting
Sun 18 Oct 20: Autumn Leaves (tbc)
Tues 29 Oct 20: Bring 'n Buy

NB Events in bold are club nights or MA7C events

I rode a cock-horse to Banbury Cross…
Members will recall that Nigel Bishop invited us to go to Banbury to support the Banbury stage start of
the Rallye Monte Carlo Historique on 30th January. Looking briefly at the map, I decided that it wasn't
far across country so I signed up. As the date approached, I kept an eye on the weather forecast –
rain… – until it changed the day before and showed an overcast but dry day. Phew!
Having refuelled and checked and loaded the car the day before with coats and emergency rations, I
left home at 8 am and headed for Pershore. Arthur sailed along at a goodly speed and I was enjoying it
until, some three miles before Evesham, I joined a queue approaching road works which took me 20
minutes to pass. I then took the B4035 from Evesham to Banbury despite Mr Google's suggestion that
M5 and M40 would have been a better route (I'm not risking a smart motorway…); without satnav, my
route card and map kept me on the straight and narrow. Then, it started to drizzle and mud sprayed
off the road surface. Visibility was often minimal, I had to use head/side lights judiciously and I relied
on other vehicles spraying the windscreen so that I could use the wiper – on the overrun only, of
course! After what must have been one of the worst journeys I have ever undertaken in Arthur, I
reached Banbury in a car which looked as though it had been used for mud-plugging. I found a
supermarket and put in a couple of gallons and then headed for the start where Nigel was waiting. By
chance, the marshals had one vacant space opposite the start ramp so I parked between an Austin
Champ and an A55 Pickup.
The rally cars had left the start in Glasgow some 36 hours earlier and had rested up in Banbury. The
next stage to France via Dover was not due to start until 1.30 pm so I was able to wander round and
see the other support acts: some 150 classics (even a Tatra and a Trabant!) including Subaru, Porsche
and other exotic machines but a beautiful 1930s Bentley, a similarly-aged Lagonda, a 1906 Darracq and
a Model T Ford were there to represent motoring before WWII; Arthur was proud to be the only
Austin 7 on parade and he was happy to be the subject of countless photographs and interested
visitors, some of whom were proud owners of Sevens which they had left in the garage: shame! One
visitor even recognised that Arthur had been registered originally in Banbury although I couldn't tell
the enquirer who the original owner was.
By this time, the drizzle had started again but the Town Mayor and Chairman of the County Council
braved it as they dropped the flag and hooted the hooter for the departure of each of the 15 cars. The
commentator did his best to keep us all amused with his interview of each driver before the car left
the ramp in a cloud of artificial smoke. The rally cars were a mix of unlikely steeds, some (or at least
examples) of which had driven the actual rally years ago (including a huge Daimler Conquest), some of
which had driven the Historique in recent years and one – a 1955 sit-up-and-beg Ford Anglia – was
never designed for such adventures but the driver was determined to make it! His co-driver smiled
bravely. A 1930s drop-head Riley (with the hood down!), a TR2, an MG Y-type saloon, a Midget and an
Escort Mexico set off amidst much cheering. At the rear was a modern Mercedes Saloon whose codriver had dropped out the day before leaving the owner to drive solo. At least he had a degree of
comfort.
The start over, I decided to leave before it became too dark and took a different route, this time along
the A361 to Chipping Norton and then up the A44 to Evesham. This turned out to be a mistake as, just
outside Banbury, I joined another road works queue which added some 20 minutes
to my journey. Arthur continued to behave impeccably although his cruising speed of not-a-lot caused
a few queues behind. When the road was clear, however, I received many a polite and cheerful wave

(well, I think that they were polite and cheerful…) as the moderns roared off to their warm firesides.
Inevitably, darkness descended and I put the side lights on, using headlights only when absolutely
necessary. Yet more mud hit the car but, this time, the rain wasn't there to help and, at one point, I
had to pull into a layby and pour water over the windscreen. I have now acquired a plastic spray bottle
which I can operate from inside the car whilst on the move. I took the A46 round Evesham and roared
towards Pershore, finally admitting defeat and switching headlamps on as I entered Upton.
All in all, a fantastic day of 9 hours during which I covered 120 miles in some 5 hours of motoring.
Whilst I enjoy owning and driving Arthur, I have to admit that, with its extremely heavy clutch and, for
me, cramped driving position, such journeys are becoming more difficult to undertake (or am I just
becoming older and larger..?) but I wouldn't miss them for all the coronavirus-free tea in China. My
thanks to Nigel for acting as go-between 'twixt MA7C and the Rallye organisers and for giving me the
chance to be there. I will certainly consider a repeat performance next year although the thought of
going in Eric the Morris does appeal as he has a radio, heater, windscreen washers, two wipers,
trafficators, indicators and brakes even if the engine is only fractionally larger than Arthur's…
No, how could I be so disloyal to the 86 year old who looked after me so well and in whose company I
had a marvellous and exciting day out? All I have to do now is clean and polish him before the
Cotswold Run in April. See you there!
PS To continue the Nursery Rhyme, I didn't see a fine lady upon a white horse. Shame: should have
gone to Coventry, perhaps.

1930s
Riley

MG Y-Type

TR2

Daimler Conquest

Which way is this going?

Escort RS2000

Ford Anglia

1906 Darracq

This Riley ran out of lights during the night on the way from Glasgow but Blue Diamond
was on hand to fit a new alternator and some new wiring.

Anyone remember this venerable beast?

Subarus aplenty!

By Bob Prophet

WANTED
Rear-facing starter motor, direct drive type, 1929-1932, and could exchange a
"bacon-slicer" type starter. Wearing my starting handle arm out!
robin.boyce@btopenworld.com or 07734 059235
*******************************************

We do have a club promotional code valid until March 26th.. RSCC6902
We do have a club code valid until March 26th.. RSCC6902

Part 10 of the Restoration of FAE 588
In accordance with my normal habit of trying to keep ahead of the needs of the work on Esmeralda I
had more recently taken delivery of a whole bunch of refurbishment stuff like washers and seals for
the carburettor and petrol pump refitting after their refurbishment, and of course a new rubber
diaphragm for the pump. Additionally, I’d now acquired five new tyres, inner tubes and rim tapes for
when I smarten up the wheels, and a set of threading taps to ream out the holes and snapped off bolts
left from when I dismantled the car. I have also had returned to me the various electrical units from
the specialist refurbishment company all of which have now been labelled up and put away for store
until needed. The ignition switch and the starter motor were blown and so I have obtained
replacements from my local supplier. All positive stuff.
So, having made such pig’s ear of things the last time I forayed into the garage I resolved to try and do
better next time. I still had to solve the problem of the damaged carburettor, which interestingly,
according to articles I have read recently, is something which is apparently not uncommon when
dismantling older cast aluminium components. It seems that cast aluminium, particularly when its
location is too close to heat, has a tendency to deform and become misshapen. Thus, when this
happens between two flat faces there is a strong possibility for the weakest part to shear and break
during fitting or removal! Much good finding that out did me but it did make me very, very careful
when I removed the petrol pump. It seems the solution is to ensure that having taken such an item off
the face of another component it is best to flatten any bent face by rubbing it across a medium grade
emery paper glued to a flat surface like glass for example, until it shows as being totally flat. I have
done this with the petrol pump and latterly with the carburettor. “How have you yet got a
replacement carburettor”? I hear you cry well that’s a whole different story so read on.
Initially, I pushed the problem of the damaged carburettor into the non-urgent pending tray in the
back of my mind and decided to get on with the more immediate needs of the bodywork repairs. I
nevertheless still had a couple of ideas rolling around in the mental in-tray but since welding it as a
repair proved to be a non-starter, (heat deformation?), I must confess I was struggling a bit. I carried
out an initial check on websites that might have advertised one for sale but nothing, nada. It seemed
to me that the chances of my finding one for sale were remote indeed so I embarked upon a repair
option. I firstly glued the broken piece of cast aluminium back exactly into place and once the bond
had cured I flattened the mating surface as described above. I then carefully cut and shaped a gasket
shaped 1mm mild steel sort of cover patch and bonded that against the now flat cast aluminium face
of the carburettor. Once that had cured I spent some time trimming the whole thing so it was hardly
discernible. I then cleaned the whole unit and polished it so that it would be ready for refitting later.
Now, just as I had finished doing all this guess what? You got it, a used, ”barn find “ Zenith VX26
carburettor appeared on ebay with an asking initial bid of £70. It had a bidding period of one week and
5 people watching it. I contacted the seller by email and suggested that I buy it outright but no deal.
He said that with some people watching he would wait and see how much interest there might be. I
continued to keep an eye on it every day and on the day before the week advertising period expired,
someone bid the asking price of £70. I kept watching and 2 hours before the expiry time there was a
flurry of bids pushing the price up to £90. I kept my nerve and one and a half minutes before the
closing time I bid £93, someone else bid £95 and I immediately countered with £97 and with 30
seconds to go I ramped it up again to £100. I sat and watched the last 15 seconds count down and
bingo! It was mine. The unit was delivered a few days later and it was fine, the mating surface was
bent again but I soon sorted that out. So, I now have two carburettors, one of which is a bit iffy but I
was so chuffed at resolving the problem with a proper unit I could care less. See the pictures of the old
and newly polished items.

Having successfully resolved the carburettor issue theoretically I really needed to get on with the
bodywork repairs. This meant I should have got stuck into the final cleaning and checking for errant
burrs on the repair panels etc prior to MIG welding them firmly into place. Just one problem, I still
haven’t acquired a MIG welder and no one is offering any deals at present. Call me a skin flint but I
wasn’t under any real pressure to buy one immediately so with winter in full flow I thought I might just
wait a bit and see what came up. Now, as I reported last time, I’d been longing to get my hands on the
massive dents in the front wings so the continuation of this challenge appealed irresistibly and for no
other reason than because it was the nearest I picked on the DS one and set up a Heath Robinson
arrangement to begin the accredited process of repair. Interestingly, I began by stripping off all the
under seal and paintwork prior to working on the two wings and it was marked how the condition of
the underside of the DS was much better and more of it than the PS which had little protection left at
all. Why was that I asked myself, something to do with road salt action may be? ” It’s a puzzlement
isn’t it”?as the Emperor said in The King and I. Anyway I began the repair by heating around the
perimeter of the dent with oxyacetylene and slowly, gently, working it inwards and pushing the dent
out using a rounded faced dolly and a dressing hammer. For a first attempt I was quite chuffed at the
end product,( see pics), albeit there were still a few minor surface undulations that I figured could be
cured by the judicious application of a thin skim of finest body filler. I also pushed and pulled at the
side crease caused be the impact of the damage and this also came together very well. Pleased with
result I went on to do the other wing which had a lesser damaged area and was much easier to recover
and I achieved an even better finished job, or so I thought. Full of self satisfaction, as I said I would last
time, I asked my Brother-in-law, Bob, (he worked for some time in a body shop, before being
promoted out into management), to come and take a look at what I had done. I showed him the first
wing and he said something like hmmm, which I knew meant trouble and he asked to be given a
shaped rasp file, a dressing hammer and a rounded dolly. He then went on to show me how to gently
work the areas still not completely corrected so that the still damaged parts were almost
imperceptibly in accord with their metal surroundings. His final advice to me before leaving me to do
the jobs properly was to take the time I needed, ideally to acquire a shrinking dressing hammer to
avoid stretching the metal too much and again, “take time needed but, don’t over do it”.
Suitably admonished, I did as I was told and to be fair it did serve to achieve a better result. I’m not
sure that my work is as good as someone who is a time served tradesman but I think it’s OK and more
importantly the wing shape has a more regular appearance and the need for finishing body filler is
significantly less. Any way at this stage I felt that I had made good progress and suitably enthused,
went on to have all the removable and body panels, including the doors, shot blasted clean of dirt and
rust at a local shop and the acid etch primed them all ready for more work later.

This is the second wing completed,(or so I thought), the black line you can see passing across the
centre of the wingface is where the metal was worked by the action of heating and dressing the metal
dent from the outside to inwards.

This is the picture of the PS wing showing how little paint and under seal was left on the underside.
I used this Heath Robison method of suspension with the damaged area resting on a bag of sand to
initially knock out the dents in both of the front wings.

Bob smith

“Daffodil Sunday” at Newnham Paddox on March 29th
The club has been invited to take cars to support this event in aid of the local 6
Churches. Newnham Paddox is near Monks Kirby; not far from Lutterworth.
The event is from 11 to 4. The contact is Joanna Morris Jones on Tel: 07713
268099 for further information

A small contingent go every year and it would be good to see some more.
We have been going since 1973 or thereabouts! ED

Thanks to the Austin Seven Owners Club for this cartoon sent by Robin Boyce.

If you look in the dates for your diary you will notice a barbecue on June 30th.
This event is by kind permission of Mike Benson who has approached the
committee about having a BBQ on his property near Alcester
An excellent idea I think, contact Brem for details.
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
Don`t forget to book your tickets for the Practical Classics
Classic Car and Restoration Show! (See advert.)

Brackley on the Piazza

Wrapped up against the cold on a chilly December morning. The photos were taken before
the crowds arrived. The railway made £58.72 for the Air Ambulance

Stony Stratford January 1st 2020

A record number of cars attended this year on a bright cold day.

The photos were taken before the crowds arrived.

Our vehicles caused a lot of interest and the railway raised £187.56 for Willen Hospice.

Bicester Heritage January 6th 2020

There were cars everywhere. Car tickets were limited to 6,000

A goodly selection of Austins, for sale at Mark Elders.

Two Volkswagen Campers

Dad’s Army on parade

No takers for the deck chairs in the rain

We were in our usual place in front of the office..
We collected £159. 10 for the Air Ambulance

ED It`s incredible how many people are our with their cars in January.

