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             This is such a lovely photo of Paul Cooper and his cars.   

                     More from Paul in his “Serendipity” article. 
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Hi all and welcome to yet another months Chair Chat, how quickly the weeks fly by. 

Well I hope you have put your order into Brem for your Fish&Chips, else you will be 
going hungry at the meeting. We don’t know whether the bar will be available as yet so I 
suggest you bring your own beverage of choice just in case. I hope some of you will bring 
your cars along I hope to bring the special, I have recently had problems with the petrol 
pump, but good old eBay came up with a repair kit so we are all up and running again. 

I have also fitted an electronic Ign kit from “PowerSpark” in Bromsgrove, I have been 
putting it off for years but finally decided to do it, any way it took just 15 minutes and I 
couldn’t be more pleased I would recommend them to anyone and the kit for the A7 is 
only about £40 so can’t be bad.  

You should all have your latest membership list and Questionnaire by now thanks to the 
hard work of Dave Trickett and the Philps, and the Questionnaires have started to come 
back to me, please keep them coming as we need to understand the demand! I know it’s 
a long way off but the planning is essential to make this an event of a life time.  

Lesley announced that she wants to give up the editorial role from the end of the year so 
were on the lookout for a keen club member to take on this very important role! The 
newsletter is the only communication that a lot of our members get so is an important 
part of the club; Lesley has done an exceptional job over the years and will be a hard act 
to follow. But don’t let that put you off a laptop computer and a printer come with the 
job, so if you think you can help us out please give it some serious thought and let a 
committee member know if you’re interested, it can be very rewarding not financially of 
course. 

 Well that’s about it for another month don’t forget your PPE for the meeting to be safe!    
Looking forward to seeing you all again! 

Look after yourselves 

Regards 

Rick Bishop 

                                 

                 
  



 

 

Company No 6803165                                              The Companies Act 1985 to 1989 

 

Midlands Austin Seven Club Ltd (MA7C Ltd)                 

(A Company Limited by guarantee and not having a share capital) 

 

Annual General Meeting 

Tuesday 29
th

 September 2020 
 

NOTICE is hereby given that the 8
th

 Annual General Meeting of The Midlands Austin Seven Club Ltd 

will take place in the Village Hall at Beoley at 8 pm on Tuesday 29
th

 September for the following 

purposes: 

 

1.  To receive and consider the report of the Directors for the end of year 31
st
 January 2020 

2.  To receive Notification of the accounts for the financial year ending 31
st
 January 2020 

3.  The Election of Directors (note 1) 

4.  The Election of the Committee (note 2) 

5.  To consider any other business notified in accordance with the Company's articles of 

Association (note 3). 

 

 

By order of the Board 

R S Prophet 

Secretary 

June2020 

 

Notes: 

1.  Two directors were elected at the 2012 AGM.  These directorships, which are now held by R 

Bremner-Smith "Chairman" and I Devey "Treasurer", will not be up for re-election at the meeting. 

 

2.  Members are encouraged to stand as members of the Committee; those wishing to do so should 

notify the Secretary in writing of their willingness to serve not less than 14 days prior to the AGM; 

they should have the support of one proposer and one seconder, both of whom should be full members 

of MA7C Ltd. 

 

3.  Only items which have been included in the agenda for the AGM and notified to the Secretary not 

less than 14 days prior to the AGM may be discussed during the formal part of the AGM.  The board 

has the discretion over the detail of the agenda. 
 

*********************************************************** 

 

ED 

Don`t forget the social distancing rules apply and bring a mask with you (just in case, 

or if you feel you need to wear one) 

 



      Dates for your Diary.  

Provisional Dates for 2020 (Club events will be confirmed as the date approaches; Members should verify 

non-Club dates as it has not been possible to confirm them) 

Note that MA7C Diary dates have not yet been finalised; they all take place at Beoley except where otherwise indicated.  

If you discover any more, please let the Secretary know. 

Tues 25 Aug 20: Fish 'n Chips (plus Skittles?) 

Sat 19/Sun 20: Stoke Prior Steam Rally, Bromsgrove  B60 4LF. See 

www.shakespearesrally.com  CANCELLED 

 

Tues 29 Sep: Annual General Meeting (probably restricted to 30 people) 

Sun 18 Oct: Autumn Leaves (Start and finish at Blackwell Village Hall) 

Tues 27 Oct: Bring 'n Buy 

Tues 8 Dec: Christmas Meal (tbc because of numbers) 

********************************* 

       

  MA7C Club Night , Tuesday, 25th August  7.30 for 8 pm       

Fish and Chip Supper at Beoley Village Hall 

Following the very popular Fish and Chip Nights in 2018 and 2019, 

 it has been decided to repeat the event again in August. 

Spaces are limited to 30 persons by the Beoley Village Hall regulations in line with 

covid social distancing.   

.Fish & Chips, Chicken & Mushroom or Steak & Kidney Pie & Chips £4.50 each  

 

 

          This is now fully subscribed.  Have a great night all of you! 
 

 

http://www.shakespearesrally.com/


 

WANTED  Editor 

Now is as good a time as any to say that from the September AGM I will be stepping 
down as editor. I think, after 8 years in what started out as a temporary `fix`, it`s 
time for new blood to be injected into the role or old blood with a fresh approach 
and computer skills which are bound to be better than mine! 

Therefore we are looking for a willing volunteer to take it on. Please let me, or 
Rick or Bob know if you are interested. 

                  *********************************************** 

NB. Sorry to those of you who had the blank front cover last month where a photo 

usually is, it was not a protest on my part but a `muck up`! 

  



 

 

FrOM the editor 

Remember these photos from last month? Well I actually had some light shed on them, 

but where they actually came from I do not know apart from that they were in my 

`inherited` Editor`s folder. 

 
Reply from Andy Lowe 

 
Hi Lesley, 
RE the old photos in the latest Newsletter.  
The Chummy YF 6195, I think was Jim (and his Brothers) Terry's before it went to Tom 
McFadden, who I think still owns it. 
White Sheet Hill was one of the hills used on the Motor Cycling Clubs "Exeter" trial. These 
ran from 1910  and originally started on Boxing Day. Later they started on the Friday and 
Saturday after Christmas; and continue to the present day. 
One of the "Triple" events consisting of the Lands End,Edinburgh and Exeter trials. 
 
Regards, Andy 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Now is the time to sort out your sheds and garages, especially if you are 
not going on holiday, ready for the `bring and buy`. 
 

                                                                  

                          

BRING & BUY   27th October 

Bring your very useful, unwanted Austin 7 spares or any automobilia etc. If 

you don’t have any of these, bring your wallet to purchase these items as 

they are very useful and a good investment. 

Will all vendors ensure that they label any items with their reserve price. 

Any items not labelled will be sold and proceeds will go into club funds. 

Vendors are requested to collect any unsold items at the end of the auction 

please. 

 ( We can’t imagine there will be any unsold items , we hope!) 

 

As usual the Bring & Buy will be held at Beoley Village Hall 

approximate starting time 8.30pm. 

Again we will be complying with whatever restrictions are in place at the 

time, and with whatever the hall has in place. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 Serendipity - “to look for one thing but find something better”       
Paul Cooper 
 
In the middle of July this year I was rummaging through a draw in the garage looking for something or 
other when I came across an old and grubby school exercise book of mine proudly bearing the words 
Birmingham Education Department on its front cover. 
 
Opening the book it was obvious that I had torn out the pages of school work with theIr inevitable 
“see me” teachers comments. Instead the first page now carried a record of my first Austin 7, a 1935 
Nippy, bought as a 16 year old in July 1960, exactly 60 years ago. 
 
I well remember selling my Hornby Dublo train set and Raleigh sports bike to raise some money for 
the purchase of a car which had to be either a good Sports Austin 7 or an MG J2. The M.Gs were all 
around £75 to £100 with a good Nippy a little less. Of course there was a lot of cars on offer for less 
but they all seemed to require lots of work or rebuilding. 
 
Along with my father we eventually settled on a basically very good Nippy for £55, and being 
underage the vendor had to drive the car home for me. 
My notes in the book show that a lot of work was done on the car before I bought it, but equally the 
brakes and steering needed attention before it passed its 10 year test. 
It looks as though I got bored with logging everything once the first page was completed. 
 
As a Lucas Apprentice the Nippy took me daily across Birmingham to the Lucas Engineering School 
or to the local Technical College for day release and night school. The standard apprentice transport 
was an A7 and most lunch times were spent trying to get someones car into a good enough state to 
get them home that evening. 
Lots of adventures followed, the Nippy eventually went to a new home in late 1962, subsequently to 
be owned by one of The Bachelors pop group. 
 
Sixty years of continuous Austin 7 ownership in some form of other seemed to be a good enough 
excuse to raise a glass to the two Austin 7s currently gracing the garage. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                             
                    
 
 
                                                                                            
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 



  

 

Please complete the National Historic Vehicle  

Survey to keep transport heritage on our roads. 

The Federation of British Historic Vehicle Clubs are having to make the case for 

historic vehicles retaining their current access and freedoms on our roads more and 

more strongly in coming years, as we navigate the most challenging period in our 

history. In order to defend the future of historic vehicles, they need your help by 

completing this crucial survey. 

The Yorkshire Post recently quoted Grant Shapps, Secretary of State for Transport 

as saying “I’m sorry internal combustion engine fans, I think its days are overall 

likely to be numbered.”  

A local authority, in Wallingford, Oxfordshire, recently debated a motion, which was 

fortunately defeated, to cancel its historic vehicle rally and parade.   

The historic vehicle community, its events, freedoms to use the roads and even the 

fuel we use, are under increasing threats and pressures amidst a changing 

landscape of political and environmental influences.  

If we are to defend the use of historic vehicles, then we need to act and act now.  

The Federation needs your help. 

The FBHVC is in the process of carrying out its 2020 National Historic Vehicle 

Survey, an update to a similar survey undertaken in 2016.  If we are to represent 

the case for historic vehicles in the best possible way we need to have up to date 

information about the movement and how important the movement is to the 

economy, particularly in current COVID-19 circumstances.The answers you give in 

this survey, will help shape the future for historic vehicles within the United 

Kingdom for the next 5 years.  

The FBHVC aims to lobby Government against adverse legislation and restrictions 

that may affect the future for historic vehicles. But, in order to achieve a positive 

result, the organisation needs to have reliable data on the significance and size of 

the historic vehicle movement to hand.  

The survey takes approximately 15-20 minutes to complete depending on the 

answers you give. Please complete the survey in one sitting.On submission of your 

questionnaire, you will be given the opportunity to enter a prize draw to win one of 

the following prizes: A year’s Club Insurance policy to the value of £250 including 

IPT, courtesy of Peter James Insurance, one of three pairs of tickets for the 2020 

Lancaster Insurance Classic Motor Show with Discovery, Courtesy of Clarion 

Events, or one of 15 display copies of the FBHVC’s historic vehicle wall chart. 

Complete the survey here: https://www.fbhvc.co.uk/2020-enthusiast-survey  

 

https://www.fbhvc.co.uk/2020-enthusiast-survey
https://www.fbhvc.co.uk/2020-enthusiast-survey
https://www.fbhvc.co.uk/2020-enthusiast-survey
https://www.fbhvc.co.uk/2020-enthusiast-survey


60 Years On  by Robin Boyce 

     In the June Newsletter I wrote about my introduction to the joys of Austin 7 ownership 
and a brief mention of the running chassis I would drive around a field.  This creation came 
about when my brother and I decided to build an Austin 7 Special and managed to demolish 
a perfectly good £5 Box saloon before the project ground to a halt.  Well the Box was 

painted pink so I think we 
were justified, and were also 
young teenagers who got 
bored easily.  
  My first Special,left. The field 
chassis gains recycled shelving 
bodywork, an Atco fuel tank 
and a big horn. Well what do 
you expect of a 14 year old? 
      But the seed was sown 
and when I qualified to scare 
myself and other road users, 
so there came many 
misguided attempts at buying 
the right one for me.  We all 

have our favourite types and I have always fancied the oddball examples.  I ended up with 
two trials saloons, both odd, and I had a ball. I also made many friends, some still members 
of our club, and continue to meet interesting (and sometimes odd) old car enthusiasts. 
      I also mentioned seeing an advert for a Mulliner Sports and a quick trip to Surrey, via 
examining a Chummy that was actually a chopped-down saloon (very odd), and the Mulliner 
seemed rather nice if also odd in its own way.  Quite presentable but with the doors blocked 
up and hidden under the body’s fabric.  To stop them flying open due to a design error, the 
vendor assured me.  Anyway, the following weekend Tebbett and I ventured down in the 
trusty Mulliner saloon and ventured back in convoy. 
      I soon realised what wrecks its predecessors had been.  The Mulliner was smooth, smart 
and comfortable, went well, and even had a hood.  Reminds me of a girl I once knew…  It 
served me well, being reliable 
and a joy to drive.  But…  
clearing out the empties after a 
weekend away I noticed that the 
bottom rails of the wooden body 
frame were laminated rather 
than the steam-bent I expected, 
and coming apart too.  And they 
actually looked like laminated 
hardboard!  Further 
investigation proved otherwise 
but water ingress from below 
was the culprit.  With the doors 
to be replaced and their 
surrounding timbers to be 
investigated, a full restoration seemed the best bet.                                 

    
 
 
 
 
 



   

 By this time I had a Morris 8 for everyday transport, but needed another Seven while the Mulliner 
was hors de combat, and luckily I had recently bought an A7 Special.  A 750 friend who worked next 
door in the Styling department at Rover had asked one day whether I wanted an Ulster front axle 
and spring for the Mulliner, and I declined as it used standard suspension.  He then suggested that I 
buy the complete car for £10, which seemed a good idea.  Not the hoped-for Ulster but a rather 
decrepit Special; more my style!  
      Being towed home behind 
an MG Midget through the 
Birmingham suburbs on a 
busy Saturday morning was 
interesting, with no brakes 
and clouds of dust and spiders 
following me.  But I now 
decided that I could get this 
wreck back on the road 
quicker than the Mulliner.   
      The car had been built in 
the early ‘50s from the 
remains of a 1928 Fabric 
Saloon found in Brewers 
Scrapyard, a place in north 
Birmingham well-known to local Seven users, and surprisingly the body had come from the same 
place, origins unknown.  And the car did indeed have genuine Ulster suspension and steering arms.  
The body panels were rather rusty steel which I replaced with aluminium, learning to form beads, 
riveting and coach-painting along the way.  An engine was built from the best parts coming with the 
car, upholstery and tonneau-cover stitched courtesy of my mother’s ancient but sturdy ‘Singer’, the 
brass coachbuilder’s spec. Chummy radiator cowl and Maserati quick-release fuel cap were nickel-
plated, and a two-piece Chummy-style windscreen of unknown origins was found at Motolympia, a 
well-known dismantler in Welshpool. This proved too tall so I then used the top pane turned to pivot 
at the bottom on a few inches of the side irons, and also had detachable aero-screens for boy-racer 
moments. 

      
 
 
 Left - freshly rebuilt with tall screen, sloping 
rad and high headlights, and the owner 
appears to have a cat on his shoulder (it’s on 
the graveyard wall) 
       
The Mulliner restoration ground to a halt 
with marriage, kids, a house extension and 
the unexpected realisation that there was 
more to life than cars and drinking oneself 
horizontal.  However I was given some new 
doors when the Tebbetts obtained all the 

mechanicals and its logbook for a Mulliner and borrowed mine to copy the bodywork.  They actually 
made a run of bodies so that many of the Mulliner Sports you see these days exhibit a few minor 
faults that only a few of us recognise!  Eventually however I realised that I preferred the Special for 
my A7 motoring and sold the Mulliner to someone I knew would restore it properly, and did. 
 
 
 
      
 



 One of my first Special outings was to the A7 Golden Jubilee event at Longbridge (below), parked 
next to the LMW, built by Bill Williams of Cambridge Engineering, with its blown 25-stud engine, as 
shown in his Austin Seven Specials book.  I bought my copy of the book for £1.2s.6d in December 
1960 from Super Accessories; it was cheaper than from Cambridge.   
      Another memorable outing was to a British Leyland sales promotion weekend at Silverstone 
where a bunch of A7 owners were invited to do a couple of laps of the GP circuit.  It seemed to take 
for ever and having very stiff springs I found bumps that shouldn’t have been there.  I was glad to get 
back to driving potential customers round to impress them with BL’s finest.  Or scare the daylights 
out of them, Brem will tell you. 
      Reading the latest Austin 7 Owners’ Club 
magazine, a contemporary report of a trip to, 
and around Scotland in a Boat-tail in 1931 
reminded me of a couple of holidays there in 
the mid ‘70s, after the Scottish club rally at 
Doune, just north of Stirling. The drive up to 
Doune via the relatively quiet in those days 
M6 enabled me to cover the 330 miles in a 
day, all be it a long 10 hours on the road.  Was 
I glad of a few beers after erecting the tent.   
      
 
 Here’s a photo of an unplanned stop on the 
way home from the Isle of Skye in 1976, I think, with John Wilcox and Ian Parsons in Ian’s Chummy, 
Barry Whitehouse in his Chummy, and my Special which disgraced itself on the return ferry.  On the 
quay surrounded by luggage, tools and gearbox, to the amusement of passers by.  The clutch thrust 
race objected to a lack of lubrication and fell asunder, and with no replacement to be found, an 
exciting journey home threatened.  
      

 
 
 
 

                                                                                                             
Apart from a dressing down in florid language from 
a police woman in Glasgow, the two-day 500 mile 
journey home was uneventful. Clutch-less gear 
changing is easy enough and, from rest, engine 
running, push the car into motion, leap in and bang 
into gear.  How I miss that youthful agility and a 
low, open car. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Another year was a week camping 
beside 
 Loch Ness with the Bristol club, a very 
 wet 120 miles from Doune via Glencoe  
and Fort William, with a welcome break 
 as shown. Bill Sheehan (left) joined us 
 from Australia and the Dunford’s  
lent him their Pearl. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Julie and I now had two young sons but 
with a Special you can stretch the 
cockpit with two small kids’ seats, a 
new tail with luggage space and lid, 
civilised mudguards and a hood (left). 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Then family life and other hobbies 
curtailed my vintage motoring for a 
few years, apart from converting the 
car back to a two seater, until the 
next Austin 7 came along.  I had 
borrowed a ’27 Chummy occasionally 
and it really did tickle my fancy. Then 
a small inheritance stirred me into 
action, a 1923 Chummy was for sale, 
and 18 years later it’s still here.  The 
early cars go quite well, being lightly 
built with-out unnecessary weight; 
who needs shock absorbers, speedo, 
windscreen wiper, starter? They are a 
little fragile though, but mine gives 
me enormous enjoyment like most of my Sevens have.                             
 
  Looking back over 60 years    
  



 

LETTER FROM THE WEST - by Devonian (Jack Marshall) 
From The Austin Seven Advocate, No.1, February 1968, as printed
 

I am really deeply sorry to notice that the business of buying an Austin 
Seven has escalated to the cheque book and deep pile carpet. I have decided 
not to say anything about well-known Register members asking £485 for 
their beloved jewel of a 1933 saloon, or they will think that I am casting 
nasturtiums on the excellence and pristine originality thereof. I will take the 
opportunity to deplore the fact that they will be using whatever the proceeds 
provide, and the best of British luck thereto, to buy a house, of all things, when 
I should have though that you could just about get a good Ulster for that 
sum, and blown at that. 

I now have two Austin Sevens and an option on a third, I must therefore 
face the awful fact that I shall never again have the pleasure of buying an 
Austin Seven, or the slightly less enervating, but none the less satisfying 
sensation of finding a good home for the odd one that you haven't got room 
for. 'My' Sevens have always been a most particular delight to me. I had 
Rubies many moons ago, but the Seven did not come alive until a friend ran me 
down to the fish and chip shop in his 1933 Box saloon. I was entirely 
captivated, and as I had received only the previous week the sum of £15 as write 
off value for my faithful old M.G.("battleship on wheels" the defence counsel 
called it, as I recall) I offered my friend just that sum, and after initial hostility, 
he accepted it. To my pride, I have never at any time since had to exceed this 
sum when buying a Seven. 

For general information, the 1933 Box saloon gave excellent service for 
nearly three years, its finest hour being the award of a highly commended 
plaque at Beaulieu 1965. It went out of service at the end of that year after 
being partly demolished in an accident, and I no longer own it. It was 
replaced by a 1930 saloon, still in service, bought for £10. This will, in turn, be 
complemented by a Nippy which I purchased rather too recently to mention 
in print, for the remarkable sum of £5, and this in running order and taxed. 

My purchasing method like as my selling method, is quite notably odd, 
and needs time to make it effective. I learned it both at second and third hand 
from the thieving rogue and blackguard from whom I purchased my first motorcar 
and I became as much a shark as he.  Indeed I developed a very good line at one 
time in mending cracked cylinder blocks with fibreglass.  Austin Sevens, as and 
when I met them in my tradings, offered few openings for dishonest practice, 
and indeed with the complete adequacy of spares, none was necessary.   

A young lady, to whom my friend and I attempted once to sell a 
clean 1938 Ruby, came in after her solo demonstration run to explain 
that she liked the car enough, but on 'completion of the run had been 
unable to reverse. Examination of the axle proved that heavy treatment 
of the clutch had shattered the keyway in the halfshaft. A new axle (new 
to we, as they say down here) was acquired for the sum of 5/- (take it off 
yourself) and fitted to the car where it stood, or rather lay, as it had been 
found convenient for the operation to lay the vehicle over on its side, 
after laying down a mattress to save the body work and soak up the oil.' 
The new axle worked beautifully, but like all reliable axles, it made a 
frightful noise, and on these flimsy grounds the fair young lady refused 
the bargain. We made a vast profit on somebody else instead. 

One thing that I have noticed on all Austin Sevens that are bought from 
the wild state into Register hands is that they will not exceed the speed at 
which they were used to being driven. Richard Simpkins remarked on this only 
last week when he mentioned the case of a little 1937 Ruby called Harold 
which, happily, is still with us.  Richard bought this car as a result of dropping 
into a pub somewhere in South Devon, there he recalls, he met an Irishman, 
who spoke with him, as Irish men will. The conversation turned to cars, as 
Richard will, and the'Irishman mentioned that he had an Austin Seven out the 
back (sic.) but regretted languidly that he was 'unable to maintain the payment 
necessary for even such an indispensable item as a road fund licence. They 
haggled. A run in the car was undertaken while a price was agreed upon and the 
route taken passing the man's door this worthy dismounted complete with £15 
& Richard tore off into the night at what he recalls was a max. of 30 miles per 
hour. Eventually, profit called, and a much cleaner CTT 75 was sold for 
almost double this sum.  After a twelve month it was mine, for about £10, and 
on the drive back into Exeter I was amazed to notice the speedo needle  



 
 
hovering at the 60mph mark.  What had happened to it I cannot be 

certain, but I used it for some months and it was certainly the most 
accelerative Austin Seven I have ever owned.  I had one great laugh when I 
came to sell it, but that story will keep for another time. 

If you will read this column next month, I will tell you how to make an 
excellent lavatory cistern-pull out of a length of chain and an Austin Seven 
connecting rod. 
       

*************************************************************** 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2020 MA7C Autumn Leaves Run 

A picturesque run around the Cotswolds and Vale to enjoy the autumn 
colours with a lunch stop at a suitable hostelry, tbc.  

On Sunday 18th October 2020      At 10:00 hrs prompt     

Start: Blackwell Village Hall 

Finish: at Blackwell Village Hall CV36 4PE about 15.30 hrs 

By kind permission of Mrs Wendy Mace on behalf of the Blackwell V.H.Committee 

There will be a £4.00 entry fee to defray Club expenses. This run will be shorter than the Spring Run 
to enable members to get home before lighting up time.    Sunset (Birmingham) will be at 18:12 hrs.   

RSVP          RSVP 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

 

 Entry Form          18th October 2020 

2020  MA7C Autumn Leaves Run 

     Name: ...................................Signature: ........................... 

Address: .......................................................... 

........................................................................ 

  Post Code: .......................Tel: ......................... 

Vehicle Reg*: ........................Model: ................. 

*This vehicle is taxed, insured and fit for purpose on the Queen's highway 

Due to current restrictions you will need to bring a picnic lunch.  

Venue Blackwell Village Hall, which will be open for use of loos! 

Return to: R.Bremner-Smith. Tanglewood, Cleeve Prior, EVESHAM , WR11 8JY 

 

 



 

 

Part 19 of the Restoration of FAE 588 

Okay, so having worked through the difficulty of having to accept that my idea of fitting a 

metal sheet cover over the Pytchley Sliding Roof Top was a mistake and that it failed, I 

sulked for a few days and then, when I got over it, I once again set about preparing 

Esmeralda for her new paint job.  

I decided to create a sort of plastic sheet tent within the garage to prevent bits from either 

dropping down from the roof space or from wandering in from the outside whilst the 

painting was going on. Somehow, insects are fatally attracted to the smell of paint thinners 

and they always seem to go for the roof area or the top of a wing for some reason. The 

inner tent seemed to work okay and once I’d finished it I next tried to find a place for 

everything I needed to spray inside the garage.  I set up a sort of rack at the rear, fixed to 

the roof rafters and I used metal hooks to suspend items from it. At this stage, everything to 

do with progress slowed down as a result of the restrictions on unnecessary travel imposed 

by the Corona Pandemic and I had to limit myself to accepting that it was so.  Simple tasks 

like going out to buy spray painting consumables was strictly verboten! Fortunately I had 

earlier acquired sufficient primer and undercoat to begin the process of painting so in 

between visits by my immediate family into my “bubble” (which was great by the way and I 

am not complaining), I was able to get some of the preparation work done. Around mid July 

when the “lockdown” provisions were eased a bit and I was able go out and buy the 

finishing paint. I made my first foray into applying the finishing colour to the wings, (black), 

and various other parts of the same colour. It was not quite a disaster but I was reminded of 

the wise words of the tradesman responsible for my apprenticeship when I failed to prepare 

something properly, “an ounce of preparation is worth a pound of cure”. Then he’d give me 

friendly clip around the ear to remind me to remember it.  The message from my first 

attempts was clear, the only way to do something is the correct way there are no shortcuts 

to a good job. Anyway I spent some unhappy hours undoing the things I had done wrong 

and then I telephoned my Brother-in Law, Bob to come and help me. He was a professional 

car refinisher back in the day; that is before he got promoted to Management but he’s still 

got the touch.  

See Picture 1 which is the failed first spray job of a wing with a lovely (not), orange peel 

finish. 

One thing I discovered in my quest for improving the paint preparation was that Esmeralda’s 

bodywork has had more dings in its life since it’s registration in 1938 than a front doorbell! 

Fortunately I did have the foresight before the “lockdown” to also acquire a tin of quality 

body filler in addition to the undercoat paint and under Bob’s direction I made good use of it 

together with a tube of fine correction knifing putty that filled little holes in the surface. He 

was very good at demonstrating what needed to be done but he insisted that I should 

actually do the work, which wasn’t what I had in mind at all. So, he’d come and tell me what  
needed doing and show me how to do it and then return later to objectively criticize what I’d 

done! After several tries I finally got things about right and I think it looks okay now. I also 

learned that when spray painting, cleanliness is everything; even after the careful mixing of 

the paint it had to be filtered through an old nylon stocking end into the body of the spray  



 

gun, and also that the setting up of the spray gun controls and the air compressor relationship 

was very important. I couldn’t believe how complex it all was. One stray bit of hardened paint 

left un-cleaned has the potential to ruin a half finished spray job.  

Here endeth the spraying lesson for today. See picture 2 the same wing as the picture 1 with 

a slightly better and more acceptable finish. 

By now I had more or less successfully painted black the four wings, the front radiator cover, 

the inside of the engine bay and several other ancillary parts. Next it was the turn of the body 

tub, the two doors, the engine bay covers and a few other ancillaries.  I made a sort of two 

sided easel to hold the doors in place whilst they were prepared and then painted, it was 

much easier that way, I could get all around the edges as well as spray the main field areas of 

the doors. The main body is a very deep, dark red Austin original colour. Thinking that by now 

I was by getting the hang of this spray painting I set about spraying the inside of the spare 

wheel compartment and its removable cover. These went pretty well so I confidently did the 

body tub and both of the doors. Once again it was a bit of a disaster and once again after 

hours of corrective rubbing down and refinishing I gave a cry for help to Brother in Law Bob. 

Unfortunately he was on holiday in their caravan in Cornwall which is a bit of a run back to 

Coventry so I had no real option but to await his return. So that’s where I’m at dear readers at 

the time of writing this fairly short blog. 

See picture 3 which is the four wings completed and the inside of the garage with various 

parts hanging about awaiting painting , a bit like the inside of a butchers shop! 

See also picture 4, don’t look too closely it’s not very good and anyway I’ve more or less 

rubbed all the first coat of paint off now. The colour looks nice though, it’ll darken a bit when 

it’s done again properly and it starts to cure and harden. 

Oh! I almost forgot, better news about the engine rebuild, I’ve been to have a look at it and 

it’s almost completely re-assembled now, however the Engineer is wrestling with a problem 

to do with the crankshaft which is not as it should be and so this week-end he’s going to take 

it apart at the bottom end and investigate. When he rang me to go and see him I thought at 

first it was completed but I should have known better, things are rarely straight forward when 

Esmeralda is involved. If she were indeed a female in human form I would be tempted to 

describe her as being an emotional `high maintenance` person! 

 

 Picture 1                       Orange peel on show 

 



 

 

 

.Picture 2. . A bit better finish this time. 

 

 

 

Picture 3     All four wings completed to a reasonable standard. Doors to the left and right 

hanging on the wall, bonnet at the back and various other bits hanging around, some finished 

some still waiting. Body tub and doors are in undercoat. Look carefully at the door on the wall 

RH, see the strip of filler along the bottom edge where it’s had a bit of a bash in its earlier life.   

 



 

Picture  4.  This is my first attempt at painting the body tub. It looks ok from a distance, the 

further away the better I’m thinking.  I must do better next time. Note the ancillaries hanging 

on the wall painted black, and finished after two goes. 

Robert Smith 

********************************************************************* 

I know it`s been a long time since we were able to meet 

properly, but don`t forget the events that are coming up. 

 

August        Fish and chip Night ( and a good old natter) 
 

 

 

 

 

September    AGM       (New Editor needed) 

 

 

 

October       Bring and Buy 

 

    

 

Autumn Leaves Run  

 

November   NEC 
See advert and don`t forget the Club Code.... £2 discount on 

tickets use code.....  CC666

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Code     CC666 

 

 

 



 

 

Midlands Austin 7 Club  

Membership Application or Renewal Form 

Your membership is due for renewal in September please renew promptly to ease administration 

Did you know that for an annual Membership Fee of £30.00, you get: 

Reduced Rate Insurance 

Free advertising in your club newsletter 

Monthly Newsletter and National Association Quarterly Magazine 

Access to Spares and Social activities with like-minded people 

 To join please print clearly and sign form below.If you are a new member please tick the 
Box 

Member’s Details: 

Name: ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

Address: …………………………………………………………………………….……………………………..…… 

……………………………………………………………….………………………………………………………………. 

Post code: …………………………….. 

Tel Nos (home) ……………………….…….................(mobile)…………………………..…………... 

Email address…………………………………….………………………. 

Car details:Make              Model             Year    Chassis no    Registration    

………………...   ……..…………….……..   ……….   ………………..   ……………….. 

………….……..   …………..………………   ……….   ………………..   ……………….. 

…………….…..   ………………..............   ……….   ………………..   ……………….. 

………………...   …………………………...   ……….   ………………..   ………………..     

 
Please send your fully completed form (with cheques made payable to “Midlands Austin 
Seven Club Ltd”) to: David Trickett, 2 Dunchurch Close, Balsall Common, Coventry, CV7 7PN.  

Phone: - 01676 535554 (before 9pm please) 
or pay by BACS - Bank details – NatWest. Sort code 60-07-40. Account 81063717. 

Midlands Austin 7 Club Ltd, Company No: 6803165. Registered in England and Wales 
 


