November/December 2019

Let`s hope this is not what the winter will bring, but the trusty Ruby motors on!
Ed. I remember using our Box Saloon for work and one snowy day a colleague offered to
guide me home in case I got stuck! I left her and her Fiat in the snow while I motored on
to call the AA!

Committee
24th September 2019 – 29th September 2020

President
Chairman

John Ward
Rick Bishop

Distribution
Team

John and Jill
Philps

DVLA Rep

Ron Rudge

Editor

Lesley
Marriner

Events
Secretary

Andy Lowe

Auctioneer

John Roberts

Membership
Secretary

Dave
Trickett

Regalia
Secretary

Sheila
Turner

Road Events
Organiser

Brem
BremnerSmith

Spares
Keeper

Arthur
Davies

Treasurer

Ian Devey

Webmaster

Dave
Trickett

Secretary

4 Reynard Close
Webheath
Redditch
Birmingham B97 6PY
4 Old School Lane
Wilmcote
Stratford upon Avon
Warwick CV37 9UZ
1 Everitt Drive
Knowle
Solihull
West Midlands B93 9EP
202 Ashby Road
Hinckley
Leicester LE10 1SW
38 Kingswood Road
West Heath
Birmingham B31 4RP
18 Oaktree Lane
Cookhill
Warwick B49 5LH
2 Dunchurch Close
Balsall Common
Coventry CV7 7PN
Rowan Cottage
Ilmington Road
Blackwell
Shipston on Stour
CV36 4PE
Tanglewood
Cleeve Prior
Evesham
Worcester WR11 8JY
164 Crabtree Lane
Bromsgrove B61 8PH

rickbishop1950@gmail.com

01527
404946 (h)

john.philps@btinternet.com

01789
290525 (h)
07775
748225 (m)
01564
730188 (h)
(before 9.30
pm)
01455
836926 (h)

25 Robin Hood Crescent
Hall Green
Birmingham B28 0BN

devey777@gmail.com

rdrudge@blueyonder.co.uk

marrinerlc@gmail.com

lowespeed07@gmail.com

0121 477
0547 (h)

alisonroberts2003@yahoo.co.uk

01789
765349 (h)

dtrickett331@btinternet.com

01676
535554 (h)

No E-mail

01608
682463 (h)

brem.bremnersmith@talktalk.net

01789
509236 (h)
07712
928711 (m)
01527
872908 (h)

No E-mail

2 Dunchurch Close
dtrickett331@btinternet.com
Balsall Common
Coventry CV7 7PN
Bob Prophet Soley's Orchard
rsprophet@tiscali.co.uk
Rectory Road
Upton upon Severn
Worcester WR8 0LX
The Midlands Austin Seven Club Limited registered address in England and Wales is:

0121 777
9655 (h)
07971
511454 (m)
01676
535554 (h)
01684
592509 (h)
07713
742777 (m)

25 Robin Hood Crescent, Hall Green, Birmingham B28 0BN. Registered Number 6803165

Website: www.ma7c.co.uk

Hello everyone and welcome to another Chair Chat. The Bring and Buy was well
attended, thanks to those of you who donated stuff for club funds and those of you that
bought said items, we raised £70 thanks to Johns trusty gavel and with Alison doing a
sterling job relieving you of your hard earned cash for the Raffle we made another £40.
All in all a good result for the Club.
This month’s Club night is a talk on behalf of the RLNI, so please make the effort to come
along and support this event. Just a few weeks later on the 10th December it’s the Club’s
Christmas Dinner, ably organised by Brem. If you wish to get the menu and book a place
please contact Brem ASAP.
The Autumn Leaves Run organised again by Brem was a great success so I’m told, further
write ups later for you to catch up on, thanks once again to the “Attridges” for their
hospitality.
The NEC Classic Motor Show on the 8th-10th of November, was well attended the Club
Stand ably organised by Andy Lowe, and helped by Arthur and many other club members
made a good showing helping to promote the Club, more on that later in the mag I
believe.
So those of you out there enjoying the cars keep those articles and photo’s coming in to
the Editor please. Well that’s it for this month
“Keep Sevening” RICK

Dates for your Diary
26thNOVEMBER 2019 Talk by RNLI

Please support this event

The MA7C Christmas Evening Meal on Tuesday, 10th December,
at Beoley Village Hall Time: 7.30pm for 8.00pm
Price: £ 15.95 for a 3 course meal served with a smile and with Coffee or Tea and Mints
to follow.
Further details, booking and the menu from Brem at the usual e address or phone ASAP.
Don`t delay book today!
Provisional Dates for 2019/2020

(Note that MA7C Diary dates (which are highlighted) have not yet been finalised;

they all take place at Beoley except where otherwise indicated.)

Tues 10 Dec 19: Christmas Meal
Tues 28 Jan 20: Alternative Bring 'n Buy (unwanted Christmas presents…?)
Tues 25 Feb 20: Talk on Shelsley Walsh (Fascinating – Sec)
Tues 31 Mar 20: Bring 'n Buy
Sun 12 Apr 20: Easter Sunday
Sun 26 Apr 20: Cotswold Rally (tbc); Drive it Day
Tues 28 Apr 20: Talk? (tbd)
Tues 26 May 20: Skittles
Tues 30 Jun 20: Fish 'n Chips
Sat/Sun 18/19 Jul: Much Marcle Steam Rally. Website: www.muchmarclesteamrally.com
Fri/Sun 24/26 Jul: Welland Steam Rally. Website: www.wellandsteamrally.co.uk
Tues 28 Jul 20: Bring your car to Beoley
Tues 25 Aug 20: Bring an interesting item
Tues 29 Sep 20: Annual General Meeting
Tues 29 Oct 20: Bring 'n Buy
Sun 18 Oct 20: Autumn Leaves (tbc) (Cotswolds)

Autumn Leaves Run
I just wanted to write to say thank you to Brem and the team for a lovely
day out on this year’s Autumn Leaves run. I’ve fancied taking part in this
event for a while now but other commitments (often vintage car related!)
have prevented my participation.
We were welcomed with cups of tea and coffee at The Ranch Caravan
Park in Honeybourne and having signed in we picked up the route
instructions for the day. We took some time to admire the other Austins in
the car park before setting off on a bright, sunny autumnal morning.

Dad (Ian) and I were in his recently-acquired RK saloon, and this was the
car’s first run out for us. Needless to say, all ran smoothly, even if we
could have used a few more horses at times to help us climb up some of
the steeper hills without so many gear changes!
Our morning drive took us through some beautiful scenery; navigating the
leafy lanes was straightforward because the route instructions were easy
to follow. We discovered some lovely countryside: it was soon apparent
why this is called the Autumn Leaves run, as the woodland colours were
often stunning.

We passed Broadway Tower and Spring Hill and made our way
through pretty hamlets and villages until we arrived at ‘The Gate
Hangs High’ for our pre-ordered lunches.
The afternoon route proved just as interesting as the morning’s, and
even more varied. We drove through fords, railway crossings,
farmyards and pumpkin fields, ensuring that our fairly clean wheels
were truly muddied! Arriving at our final destination, tea and cakes
were very welcome and in plentiful supply at the Blackwell Village Hall.

It was a lovely day exploring the Worcestershire, Warwickshire and Cotswolds countryside: thanks again to everyone involved
and to Brem for also managing to organise such good weather for the day!
Matt Brough

Leaping cats.
An unexpected text Friday afternoon from Mathew Sparrow saw Tim Johnson and myself allowed an
uninterrupted tour of their facilities. There is too much to commit to print, suffice to say nothing is
thrown away in the off chance that even the most apparently scrap item might reveal a precious gem.
Wheeling a set of headlight binnacles and the tolerances achieved we both found fascinating. Everything
was of the highest standard.

Here are only a small
collection of panels, wings
and rear sections that may
reveal that gem mentioned
earlier.

Mathew foreground working
on spot light brackets.
Everything you see from a
complete rear section, body
tub or wings are made in
house.

When all the skills have been exercised to their full potential this is the result. This is a totally restored
120 drop head on wires, ready for
the lucky owner to enjoy.

Rikk Harrison

Let`s Celebrate!

Paul Cooper`s Chummy is celebrating its 90th Birthday.!

A good excuse to break open
the bubbly! Cheers.

With thanks to Brian Tompkins for these.
I

I can`t see a date but it looks like a typed receipt,
but look at those prices.

Part 9 of the Restoration of FAE 588
Last month I reported on how I was progressing with the fabrication and fitting of the sheet metal repair panels to
Esmeralda and a fine time I was having wasn’t I? Well, continuing in the same vein, here is some more of the
same. Oh! how I long to get this bit out of the way so I can unbolt the car from its chassis and have a good look at
what mischief has been wrought down under during its many years of slumber and non-use.
I completed the fabrication of the repair panels to the floor, together with the access covers to the top of the
petrol tank sender unit and the holes cut into the floor to get at the suspension bolts. The repair panels have had
holes punched into them at strategic points so that I can spot weld where I think it is needed to add strength to

the repair.
I next moved onto the spare wheel compartment which had rusted out corners at the bottom of the each side in
about equal measures. The first fabrication took me about 3 hours which sounds extraordinary, but it included
the cutting away of the rusty parts to allow a neat repair. As previously, I pk screwed the repair panels into place
to facilitated welding. The second part took about half the time because I adopted the same techniques I learned
from the first one. So far I’d cut, fettled and fitted 8 pieces of new steel into place, only another 12 to go! The
next more challenging repair involved the repair to the PS wheel arch in conjunction with that of the bottom of
the B post. The challenge was because it is clearly important to get the various curves and profile changes to meet
correctly and ensure that the door fitted properly. I did this by first making a cardboard template for the wheel
arch and checking it against the rear wheel wing by holding up in place after taping the repair into place, and then
doing exactly the same with the B post template, using the door as a means of checking the fit. In order to get the
profiles and curves exactly right it was necessary to use many different pieces of cardboard glued or taped
together to create the one repair section. The pieces of new sheet metal to effect the repair were several, and the
time taken inestimable. Fortunately, as with the spare wheel compartment repairs, the DS repair for the same
areas took at lot less time. All these parts were carefully fitted and pk screwed into place ready for welding, albeit
some would have to be removed
so that the repairs can be carried in a sequence as
they are three layers around the door posts. The repairs
to the B posts were finally fitted by cutting away
the rusty sections and setting the new metal repairs
against lines in the old that were joddled
to form a recess for the new metal to sit into
so that the surface finish is nice and level. (See the pic)

After working in a concentrated way to prepare the body work repairs I must confess to feeling the need once
more to allow myself to be diverted to something else for a change. One of the lines of enquiry which I had sent
out was to acquire a replacement metal bottom door restraint because the DS one was missing. I had previously
been advised of a contact name and email address of someone who it was claimed could, provide this for me. The
initial enquiries seemed positive enough, yes it could be provided as they had the manufacturing specifications
and details and whilst the item was not a stock item it could be provided in time. Well I wasn’t in a rush so to
speak so I again enquired the lead time needed only to be met with the request that I provide them with my other
bracket as a pattern and the lead time could be several months! Well, call me difficult if you will but I decided
after about 30 seconds that this was not going to be something with a satisfactory ending so I made my apologies
and left it at that. So, what better diversion from the tedium of body work repairs than to have a go at making it
myself. This I did and in all modesty it has turned out reasonably well as can be seen from the picture. I have tried
it against the DS door and it sits quite well so after a coat of primer, into store it has gone to be recovered and
used later. (See the pic).

I still couldn’t face the continuation of body work repairs so I settled on the essential need to carefully remove the
rubber seal from around the edge of the spare wheel compartment door. I justified doing this to myself because
when I begin to strip the old paint work for refinishing I will have need to do this any way. I have also ordered a
replacement for it a little while ago so it was definitely a job which needed doing? I also removed the rear bumper
mounting bars, noting that on the PS it also serves as amounting point for the new exhaust system bracket when
installed.
Having restored my motivation to finish the body work repairs I made a firm effort to complete the less difficult
sections still left until I finally finished all of them and pk screwed them into place ready for welding. At this time
I’m left with the repairs to the 2 running boards which need a deal of de-rusting before I do them together with
the bottom ends of the two front wings which abut the running boards. Because of the nature of the welding
needed it seemed clear to me that MIG welding would be method of choice. I have no experience of doing this
and no MIG welder to, use any way. I searched the internet for a local mobile welding services and the best that I
could come up with after posting photos of what I’d done to several was that one company offered to undertake
just 3 of my repairs for £300.00p. Yes £300.00! Oh, and they also wanted me to remake the repairs using sheet
zinc!
Shocked? I was so shocked that I went into relapse again and left everything I had done so far and instead decided
to think about this dilemma carefully whilst I knocked ten bells out of the dented front wings and prepared them
for refinishing. This proved to be very therapeutic and I enjoyed myself using oxyacetylene to heat and carefully
push the dents back into place from the outside perimeter of the dent inwards. The results are I think pretty fair
but I’ll await the judgement of my Brother-in-law when he next visits. He is/was a professional at this refinishing

game and he has always been constructively critical o
I was
still recovering from the shock of mobile welding costs when I resolved to once again do something that needed
to be done but which would be relatively simple and not too challenging. Big mistake! I looked around Esmeralda
and espied that I still need to remove and have refurbished the carburettor and petrol pump. I disengaged the
feed pipes and carefully labelled and put into store the connecting pipe between the two, and began to unbolt
the carburettor from the side of the engine. I gave the first nut a couple of careful half turns before moving across
to the next one when I heard a slight snick. “What was that”, went through my brain, I soon found out when the
outside section of the hole around the cast aluminium mount fell onto the floor! Disaster! Well I almost cried, I
said several very naughty words that are unrepeatable here but sufficient for me to say I was not pleased, at all.
More of this in the next chapter but with the present benefit of hindsight I suppose one could say it’s one of the
things that occur when restoring older cars etc. One could also say b*****, but I won’t. (see pic).

You will be pleased I know to have me report that I’ve decided to acquire MIG welding set and will be spending
some time looking at the most suitable and economically viable set to buy. Clearly I’ll need to do of practising
before I let myself loose on the car but having spoken to others that have such kit and have used it, it seems to be
a sensible option.
Bob Smith

Something to keep you amused over the Christmas period.
Find the words about car Manufacturers, listed below, in the word search grid. Circle each letter one
by one. Each letter of the car word search grid may be used in more than one word. When the word
search puzzle is complete, read the remaining letters left to right, top to bottom, to learn an
interesting fact about a car manufacturer.

Just a tip. When you have completed the word search and you are putting the
remaining letters into some sort of sense, you will need to draw upon your
knowledge of German to complete it.

Viel Gluck!!

Stoke Bruerne Village at War September 7th & 8th

The Narrow boats waiting at the locks

Our van heads the line up of cars

Churchill and Montgomery rallied the troops

Thanks to John and Angela.
(ED . I`m not sure Churchill is with Montgomery, wrong service I think.)

Milton Keynes Museum Transport Weekend September 14th & 15th

Ready for the day

Early arrivals on Saturday

Vehicles of all types

Milton Keynes Heritage Day September 22nd

We like to start the day with a bacon butty

This visitor calmly put her son in someone’s pride and joy to let him play with the controls.
The moral is to keep your eye on your vehicle – we had children opening our doors and trying to climb in.

The 750 Club’s Ken Cook’s much travelled Chummy.
It has been along Route 66 in America.

Bicester Heritage Sunday Scramble October 6th

We set up early and waited for the crowds.

People started to arrive.

Two Hillman Imps

A single seater Maseratti

A GT40 Ford

The new electric car made by Zagato

The Home Guard display

Bicester is still a working airfield
The railway is very popular and has collected £1,523 28 this year

Motor bikes were in the large hangar

This landed in the in tray and there seems to be a lot of scams around at the moment.
Don`t be caught out!

The Alternative Bring and Buy
January 28th Beoley Village hall
Bring your unwanted Christmas presents or items you
no longer need and our expert team will sell them for
club funds.

“One man`s junk is another man`s treasure”
Bring your cash and buy your treasure!
Come along, bring some items, buy some items,
make some money for the club and have a good time!
***************************************************************
November 26th Meeting is a talk by a representative of the RLNI.
We want as much support as possible for this worthy cause.
A voluntary collection will be taken on the night.

MA7C Christmas Dinner,
Tuesday 10 December Beoley Village Hall.
th

This is a great event. If you want to be part of it ring or e mail Brem .
His details are in the Committee information.

