
      

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

March is the time of year when Marie Curie have their Daffodil appeal, but 

someone who fund raises all year round for this cause is Mervyn Hoyle and 

his lovely A7 van. 
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Dates for your Diary 2019                                                                   

 Tues 26 Mar: Bring 'n Buy  

 Sun 21 Apr: Drive it Day and Cotswold Rally?  Start at Broadway 

 Mon 22 Apr: Coleford Carnival of Transport 

 Tues 23 Apr: Talk? 

 Mon 27 May: Wings and Wheels at Bidford/Bickmarsh? 

 Tues 28 May: Talk? 
 Fri 31 May – Mon 3 Jun: Gordon Bennett Irish Classic Car Run,  

 Sun 2 Jun: PWA7C Autokarna at Wollaton Park 

 Wed 5 Jun: Visit? 

 Sun 9 Jun: Churchill Village Fête? 

 Tues 25 Jun: Bring your car to Beoley: Fish 'n Chips 

 Sat 6 Jul: Snowshill Village Fête? 

 Tues 30 Jul: Evening Rally? 

 Tues 27 Aug: Bring an Interesting Item? 

 Tues 24 Sep: AGM 

 Sun 20 Oct: Autumn Leaves?  Start at The Ranch? 

 Tues 29 Oct: Bring 'n Buy? 

 Tues 26 Nov: Talk? 

 Tues 10 Dec: Christmas Meal? 
 

Please note that MA7C Diary dates (which are highlighted) have not yet 

been finalised; they all take place at Beoley except where otherwise 

indicated. 

Please let us know if there are any other events you think club members might like 

to go to. There are also plenty of ideas from John and Angela and Rikk of events to 

join in.  

Here are a few ideas from Angela Hawker, more to follow. 

May 5th Stoke Goldington`Golden Classics`12-3pm 

May 11th 12th Milton Keynes History Weekend 11.30-4.30 

June 1st Quainton1940`s Bucks Railway (pre book) 

June2nd Stoney Stratford 9-4 (pre book) 

 

 



 

 

 

The entries for the Cotswold Run are filling steadily. We now have a lunch stop and you all know 

the start and finish points, somehow and quiet soon, we must join these three locations together 

by some hilly, damp, wooded, muddy, circuitous bye roads. For those of you who are not yet 

entered, please remember, numbers are limited. An entry form will be found elsewhere in this 

newsletter. Being one of the millions who is totally fed up with B....t, I feel it is wise to remind 

members who may be driving into Europe, after the end of this month, that Green Cards may be 

required along with International Driving Licences and MOTs. Please read the notes from FBHVC 

elsewhere in this newsletter. And whilst I may have your attention, you are probably starting to 

prepare your Austin for the new season. What about your TYRES? Plenty of tread maybe but if 

they are over 10 years old, it's time to replace them. You need to check the side walls for cracks, 

quite small ones but they show the rubber is drying out and hardening. Don't forget The Practical 

Classics Restoration Show at the NEC on 22nd - 24th March. Ian Devey may have a couple of 

tickets for members who are prepared to put a few hours in helping on the stand. Give him a 

ring. Finally, Club night on 26th March is a Bring and Buy. Have a rootle around in the motor 

house and workshop and sort out some rusty bits that are begging for a new owner. Not only will 

you make a few bob but you make space on the shelves or floor for yet more rusty bits.  

That's all for now.  

Happy Austineering,       Brem 

************************************************************* 

From the original post I was sent about the loss of this lovely man and great A7er. 
Many of the “old school ” will remember him fondly. ED 

CHRISTOPHER BAGGALEY: 24
th

 December 1935 - 2
nd

 February 2019 

Chris was born in Bleasby, Nottinghamshire, and educated at the Leys School, Cambridge, before 

two years of National Service in the Royal Navy.  He then did a year as a farm pupil in Norfolk 

before a year at Brackenhurst, the Nottinghamshire Farm Institute.  This was followed by a year 

on a dairy farm in Shropshire where he met his future wife, Vreni.  They married in 1961 and he 

took a job on a mixed farm in Norfolk.  After about 3 years, they moved to a farm manager's job 

in Nottinghamshire and then on to his last job near Moreton-in-Marsh.  In his spare time, he first 

restored an old tractor and then found a late 1934 Austin 7 Pearl in need of restoration.  He 

restored this to its original state, including making the hood and new leather seats on an old 

cobbler's sewing machine.  This was for some time their only family car which was driven by 

Vreni and maintained by Chris.  They enjoyed a number of Austin 7 club runs including through 

France and also via Switzerland to Innsbruck in Austria. 

  



                                                         

                                                     Stoneleigh Park. 

Over the weekend of 23rd of February Silverstone Auctions held their event in conjunction with 

Race Retro. Not one I have any knowledge of, Friday and especially Saturday when the cars were 

racing around the internal roads appeared to be well attended. Halls 1 and 2 were also pressed 

into service. Once the heavy mist on Sunday had burned off I would imagine much of the same 

was repeated. My interest focused on the auction, leaving after viewing on Friday I had a chat 

with Graham Bosworth who enquired about the rally cars but at that time they appear to be 

conspicuous by their absence.  I have captured these pictorial images, for the smell, screeching 

of tyres and sound of barking exhausts you will just have to use your imagination. 

 

 

Gathering before 

the business of the 

day unfolds. 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ford of unknown model. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

TR, in very nice 

racing livery. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Can anyone identify this 

chariot? 

 

 

 

 

 

1953 XK120 DHC at auction in 

dark blue. Beautiful condition 

and ready for the road.  

 

Rikk Harrison........ 

 



 

 

Leonard Spiers - Austin 7 Wheel Builder 
 

This story concerns my paternal grandfather, Leonard Spiers, who lived in Redditch, 

Worcestershire. Just after WWI, circa 1921-22, he was employed as a wheel builder at the Royal 

Enfield factory in Redditch. 

 

Shortly after I bought my 1929 Chummy in 1967, I drove it round to show to my grandmother.  She 

told me that, one day whilst at work, my grandfather was approached by his foreman and works 

manager along with two other people he didn't recognise.  They were introduced to him as men 

from "The Austin" at Longbridge, just a few miles away from Redditch.  Between them, they were 

carrying a number of wheel rims, centres etc.  My grandfather was told in confidence that, at 

Longbridge, Austins had just started work on building prototypes of a new light car they were 

planning to produce, but there was no one at Longbridge with wire wheel building skills.  My 

grandfather built up the sets of wheels which then duly disappeared back to Longbridge. 

 

Some months later he was approached by Austins and asked if he would like to join them and help 

set up a wheel building department as they were now about to commence production of their new 

light car, named the Austin 7.  He did move to The Austin and stayed there until the end of Seven 

production in 1939 and his retirement. 

 

Over the many years I have owned my Chummy, I have often looked at various Austin 7s and 

wondered if any of their wheels were his work.  Who knows: perhaps one or even more corners of 

my own Chummy, now standing in the garage, is supported on a wheel built by my grandfather. 

 

Now in 2019, I still have my well used Chummy; here we are together in my 52
nd

 year of 

ownership. 

 

 
 

Christine Cooper (née Spiers) 

 

 

ED It`s great to have a more articles from people to put in the news letter. I can 

only really edit what I am sent. Perhaps this could just be the start, I hope so. 

                        next club night.....         Bring and Buy March 26th       

 



 

 

 

Retromobile  2019      by Andy Lowe 
 

This year, Sandy and I visited the show in Paris.  We flew from Birmingham International and 

landed at Charles de Gaulle after 50 minutes.  A ride on the RER and then a tram ride found us 

walking past the Exhibition centre to our hotel. Retromobile is held at the Porte de Versailles 

exhibition centre in three halls with plenty to see.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
And this is only hall one, left and below! 
 

 

The show is supported by French manufactures 

and features some anniversaries.  This year, 60 

years of the Mini, 100 years of Citroen, the 

Bedalia cyclecar and a Berliet Sahara truck which 

is 5 metres wide, 5 metres tall and 15 metres long.  

Sandy posed next to the wheel and I had to stand 

next to the radiator. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Citroen celebrated 100 years with a big 

stand featuring pictures of all their models 

and even brought out some of their 

prototypes.  There were plenty of autojumble stands to explore but, of course, for mainly French 

manufacturers although some other makes were available.  What makes it interesting is the huge 

range of the weird and unusual.  

There is a section devoted to Artists 

and their work both painting and 

sculpture and models.  A huge 

number of stalls selling models of 

vehicles - some very specialist and 

expensive, definitely not your 

Corgi/Dinky here (but some were 

available). 

 



 

 

This was a model 

of a 250 Maserati 

complete even to 

the driver taking a 

photo of his car. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Unfortunately for Grandson Charlie, the pedal cars 

wouldn't fit in the hand luggage. 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

The Micron Cyclecar, left and below 

 
 

The Micron cycle car was unusual in that the whole 

front end turned including the suspension, radiator, 

wheels, bonnet, and engine.Probably not for the 

family, however. 

 

Ever seen a Messier?  No!  Neither had I before! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The Messier 

 

Upstairs and across the glass bridge, the 60 

years of the Mini were celebrated with a good display of most of the models produced.  In Halls 2 

& 3 were club displays, traders, the auction and the other specialist display of Bedelia cyclecars.  

Virtually all those which have survived were there: 15 of 18.  This cycle car has the driver at the 

back, the passenger nearest the accident, and long belt drive from the front engine to the rear 

wheels. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Even one from the first World War used as a stretcher bearer.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

The recreation of the cycle car, Jappic, which has been detailed on the internet showing its 

construction was displayed with the Bedelias as was a 250 hp Bugatti Garros aero engined car 

with a Diatto chassis. 
 

 

 

 

The world's first land speed record holder 

(left) had come from its museum home. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Sigma, also unusual. 

 

This Mini caught the eye as it had been de-seamed and had the Arden 8 port head developed by 

one of our late members. 

 

By this time, legs were becoming tired and it was time to retire to the hotel, spending the next day 

out exploring the "Passages" in Paris before returning home. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(She'll kill me for this one!) 

 

ED (You would have thought the Editor would have left the last photo out! Sorry Sandy.)  

Thank you, Andy.  I`m not sure if the photos are in the right order as they” jumped around” a lot. 

Frogs legs I guess! 

*************************************************************************** 

Don`t forget to get your entry in for the, Cotswold Run 28th 
April. Form in this news letter   (National Drive It Day)  



 

 

 

  

                                            

               

BRING AND BUY 

March 26th 

NO BUYERS OR SELLERS COMMISSION!!!! 

Bring your very useful (but not needed by you) Austin 7 spares or any automobilia 

etc. 

 If you don’t have any of these bring your wallet to purchase these items as they 

are very useful and a good investment. 

Will all vendors, please label any items with their reserve price. 

Any items not labelled will be sold and proceeds will go into club funds. 

Vendors are requested to collect any unsold items at the end of the auction please 

(can’t imagine there will be any unsold items!!) 

 

The Bring and Buy will be held at Beoley Village Hall, approximate starting time 

8:30pm. 

 

WARNING – HIS EVENT MAY CONTAIN NUTS!!!!! 

 



 

  MA7C Ltd Cotswold Run - Sunday 28th April 2019  

Yet another picturesque run around the Vale and Cotswolds with a lunch stop at a suitable 

watering hole which also provides food. The entry fee is £3 per car, payable at the start. 

The Start is at 10.00am at the North Cotswold Hunt Kennels Car Park, Kennel Lane, 

Broadway WR12 7DP by kind permission of Mr N Peel MFH. 

(Kennel Lane is a small alley, on the South side of the High Street, between Lloyds TSB and Blandford 

Books 

Opposite the Lygon Arms Hotel). Bring a hot drink! 

The Finish will be at The Ranch Caravan Park, Honeybourne WR11 7PR by kind permission 

of  Mr and Mrs Andy Attridge 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Car Entry Form - MA7C Ltd Cotswold Run             £3 entry fee payable at the Start 

Start: 10.00 am on Sunday 28th April 2019 at the North Cotswold Hunt Kennels, Kennel Lane, 

Broadway WR12 7DP. 

I certify that this vehicle is taxed, insured and fit for purpose on the Queen's Highway. 

Name: ....................................................................................... 

Address: .................................................................................................................................... 

.................................................................................................................................... 

.................................................................................................................................... 

Post Code: .................................. 

Tel: .................................... 

Mob: ................................... 

Vehicle Reg: ............................... Model: .................................. 

I require a Pub lunch for 1/2 persons/I will bring my own picnic. Please circle your choice. 

Signature: ....................................... 

Return to: R Bremner-Smith at Tanglewood, Cleeve Prior, Evesham WR11 8JY   

 

 



 

 

Something completely different, and well worth 
supporting.  

                     ROSTATE AND PANCREATIC CANCER                                                         

FUNDRAISING EVENT 

8TH JUNE 2019 2.00 P.M. – 6.00 P.M. 

AT 

BLAYNEY HOUSE, BLAYNEY’S LANE, EVESHAM WR11 4TR 

Hosted by both Mary Haines and Sandra Francis 

Mary’s husband has Stage IV Prostate Cancer and Sandra’s husband died of Pancreatic Cancer 6 years ago 
– hence the wish to raise an awareness of these silent killers and to raise funds for research and 
improvement in statistics. 
 
Prostate Cancer is often discovered following a man having a specific blood test and a raised PSA is noted.  
With Pancreatic Cancer, there may be symptoms of early diabetes and/or abdominal pain amongst other 
symptoms. 
 
We are delighted that the Evesham U3A band, “Upstream”, will be playing during the afternoon which 
you can enjoy whilst sipping a Pimms, hopefully in the sunshine.  There will be various stalls including: 
craft, tombola, raffle, bottle, books, jigsaws, games, and a white elephant.  Tea, coffee, and cake will be 
included with your entry ticket of £5.00 per person.  Children are free and will have ample room to play!  
Car parking will be available.  
 

Both Mary and Sandra hope that you will be able to join them. 
 
****************************************************************************** 

 

                        BREXIT CHECKLIST                   Press Release 

The Federation recognises that you might be considering taking your historic vehicle across the Channel, 

or into the Republic of Ireland, this year. 

You might be concerned about what will be different if the UK should leave the EU on 29th March 2019 

without any deal having been achieved. 

In anything concerning this subject, in the first instance you should consult Government websites. As 

departments develop their plans, information is posted online on a regular basis. 

 



 

The following are areas which the Federation considers you should think about if you are intending to 

travel, either as a driver or passenger. 

 

 You should consider your insurance, both vehicle and personal. 

 
o The Insurance Directive will cease to be effective and there could be changes to 

how claims would be dealt with. Ask your motor insurer. 

 
o You may require a Green Card to visit EU countries, and not all EU countries 

accept the same Green Card. Your motor insurer should know the various rules 

 
o Your European Health Insurance Card will no longer be of any effect. Thus you 

should consider establishing that your insurance cover includes full health 

insurance, including, if required, cover against the occurrence of existing medical 

conditions. 

 

 You may need any driver to acquire an International Driving Permit 

 

 You will require to show a separate GB plate even if your vehicle is identified as being 

registered in the UK by the EU ‘GB’ number plate. 

 

 The Roadworthiness Testing Directive will no longer apply. You may wish to submit your 

vehicle to an MOT test, even if it is exempt, so that you will be in possession of evidence 

that the vehicle has passed a roadworthiness test if local law enforcement requests. 

 

 Not all local Low Emission Zones currently exempt historic vehicles. There may be some 

which exempt only historic vehicles from the EU. You will need to check locally. 

This advice must not be regarded as complete or accurate; it is offered only as a useful checklist. If you 

have specific questions, we will try to help, but in the current uncertainty, we will not necessarily know 

the answer. 

 For media enquiries, please contact:  

• Geoff Lancaster, 07860 562659, commsdirector@fbhvc.co.uk 
FBHVC Editor’s notes 

The Federation of British Historic Vehicle Clubs exists to maintain the freedom of its members to 

use historic vehicles on the UK’s roads, hence its campaign message: ‘Yesterday’s Vehicles on 

Tomorrow’s Roads’.  The FBHVC has over 550 member clubs representing over 251,000 

individual owners.   
  

Thank you to Andy Lowe for sending this. 

 

 



 

Rally Scene 2019. 

Promoted one place up the slippery pole to hall three, the warm one as Ken described it, I 

arrived through the rain to find a number car clubs tightly packed and a varied display of models 

on the club stand at the MG TR day. 

Close behind Barry Mapperson arrived with John Stringer, the following operation being to dry 

off our respective chariots,, Barry attempting to reverse over John in the process. Doors 

remained open allowing us an uninterrupted vista of the continuing depression.  

The other two halls were warm and inviting as the congestion of bodies demonstrated. Some 

suppliers were conspicuous by their absence, others displaying shiny new items but the vast 

majority of true old fashioned Auto jumblers seemed to concentrate on body panels and some 

trim. 

Ian and Joy Pollock visited which made for a pleasant interlude. 

4 o'clock and improved weather made for a much more pleasant return journey. Here are some 

items that caught the eye.  

 

 

All dry and on parade although 

rather chilly. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Very nicely presented 1200 all be it 

with mini lights. 



 

This J2 commanded admiring 

glance all day. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Leyland badge and sign written, 

this does exactly what it say's on the 

tin. Complete with very interesting 

reg plate.  

 

 

 

 

 

This one is of our DALOS run on the 17th. After a bright start, cold came in on our 35 mile run but 

no rain. Pub lunch was great. 

Rikk Harrison........... 

 

  

 

 

 

 



 

 

British Road history                        (A Continuing Saga)  

1922 

Austin Seven launched. First electrically-synchronised traffic signals installed in Houston, 

Texas, USA. 

1923 

The first roundabouts were developed to assist traffic movements at junctions. 

1924 

First Motorway opened between Milan and Varese, Italy. 

1926 

First use of safety glass in windscreens (compulsory from 1937). First British traffic lights, 

in Piccadilly, London - manually controlled. Use of cycle paths made compulsory in 

Germany. 

1927 

Automatic traffic lights installed in Leeds and Wolverhampton. First London to Brighton 

car run. 

Single white lines were introduced as road dividers. Golden Gate Bridge, San Francisco, 

opened. 

1928 

Morris Minor production begins with prices starting at £125. First automatically 

controlled traffic lights, in Wolverhampton. 

1930 

Road Traffic Act 1930 abolished the 20 mph speed limit and set a variety of limits for 

different classes of vehicle. There was no speed limit for vehicles carrying less than seven 

persons. A form of driving test for disabled drivers was introduced; this eventually leads 

to the (in)famous Invacar. 

Minimum driving age set. Proposed Highway Code. Third Party Insurance becomes 

compulsory.      Just over 1 million cars on the road and 7,300 road deaths. 

1931At the discretion of Traffic Commissioners, public service vehicle drivers could be 

required to take a test. Highway Code published in April, cost 1d. Morris Minor costs 

£100 for the basic model. 



 

1932 

Ford sets up its Dagenham car plant (moved from Manchester). Sydney Harbour Bridge, 

Australia. 

First pedestrian-operated street crossing lights installed on Brighton Road, Croydon, 

Surrey. 

1934  

Road Traffic Act 1934. The Chief Commissioner introduced tests for drivers of heavy 

goods vehicles. Driving test became compulsory, with testing commencing in 1935. The  

test fee was 10s   (50p). Cat`s Eyes invented by Percy Shaw of Halifax (UK). Hendon 

Driving School founded by Metropolitan Police 1934. 

Road Traffic Act 1934. The Chief Commissioner introduced tests for drivers of heavy 

goods vehicles. Driving test became compulsory, with testing commencing in 1935. The 

test fee was 10shillings    (50p). Cat;s Eyes invented by Percy Shaw of Halifax (UK). 

Hendon Driving School founded by Metropolitan Police.  

Flashing orange globes at pedestrian crossings introduced. The bill to implement them 

was promoted by the then Minister of Transport, Leslie Hore-Belisha. First cycle 

path constructed in Britain, along Western Avenue. Cyclists forced to give way to motor 

traffic turning left across them. New German legal instruments to address;”the problem 

of disciplining cyclists” who did not use cycle tracks. Bicycle associations outlawed by 

Nazi regime. 7,000 people killed as a result of road accidents and only 1,500,000 

registered vehicles. 

1935 

Driving tests commenced voluntarily on 13 March and are compulsory from 1 st June. 30 

mph speed limit re-introduced in urban areas. First Provisional Driving Licences 

introduced. They lasted for three months and drivers were required to display L plates on 

their vehicle. Highway Code revised. 

Edward VIII 

1936 

Trunk Roads Act transfers responsibility for main roads from local authorities to Ministry 

of Transport. Chancellor of the Exchequer Winston Churchill winds up the Road fund, 

bringing to an end hypothecated road taxation.    

 ED To be continued 

 



 

 

     

   Redditch Wartime remembered 19th May 2019 at Redditch Needle Museum, for 

details contact.... 

 

David Bowlas david@davidbowlas.co.uk 

********************************************************************************************** 
 

COLEFORD CARNIVAL OF TRANSPORT  

  

The Coleford Carnival of Transport takes place on the streets of Coleford in the heart of the 

beautiful Royal Forest of Dean on Easter Monday every year.  The Town Centre is closed so that 

vehicles of all types and periods can be displayed side by side.  Classes of vehicles include 

Vintage Cars, Classic Cars, Custom & Street rods, Military, Commercial and Motorcycles. 

Normally in excess of 500 are displayed.   The postcode is GL16 8AE, the date is Monday 22nd 

April 2019 (Easter Monday) and the person to contact is Richard whose e-mail address is 

parkric@aol.com or you can read all about it on the Coleford Carnival of Transport website.  

  

**************************************************************************** 

 

Shelsley Walsh Easter Breakfast Club 

 

 
 

Sunday 21
st
 April 2019 

Join us for some Easter fun! 
 

Children can follow a trail around Shelsley Walsh hill climb to work out the name of the Easter 

Bunny before meeting him in his garage for a chocolate prize - £4 per child. Children can also get 

creative and decorate Easter biscuits - £3 per child.  Or do both activities for £6.  Pre-booking is 

essential for Easter activities. 

 

Bring your car along and enjoy a hearty, full, English breakfast in our Stratstone restaurant. 

 

£4 entry, under 16s and MAC members are free.  Everyone needs to register using the link: 

https://www.shelsleywalsh.com/events-1/easter-breakfast-club-april 

 

 

mailto:david@davidbowlas.co.uk


 

 

 

  
 
 

 Excessive handbrake lever travel on late Ruby Saloons, where the hand brake moves 

nearly full travel even if the brakes are in good adjustment, is usually caused by the 

diameter of the wheel that touches the actuating lever on the cross shaft.  Remove the hand 

brake lever assembly, remove the wheel and replace it with five, 1” diameter plain washers 

with a 5/16" hole.  In most cases this will remove the free play completely.  

 If you’ve lost oil pressure after a service and have tried all the obvious culprits – pump, 

drive gear, woodruff key, pressure relief valve and pressure gauge, here’s one you may not 

think of.  There are 2 types of rear camshaft bushes!  If you fit the wrong one for your 

crankcase, you can finish up with no oil pressure.  So check the rear bush to ensure it is a 

good running fit on the camshaft and a close fit within the crankcase avoiding oil by-

passing the bush altogether.  For 3-bearing engines, check the oil feed pipe to the centre 

main is seated well and not fractured.  

Essex A7C with thanks. 
 

Tips if the cold weather persists. 
 To keep your windscreen clear in frosty weather and to help your windscreen wiper in the 

snow, lift the offside of the bonnet and, using a wedge or piece of card between the bonnet 

and scuttle and close the bonnet again.  You will now have a small gap which will let the 

hot air from the engine keep your windscreen warm! 

 As well as carrying a spade, candle and a box of matches (as recommended by the RAC) it 

is well to carry a couple of lengths of rope.  You can use these as snow chains by 

wrapping them around your tyres and rims. 

 My wife keeps her legs warm in the Seven by filling a plastic bottle with hot water and 

placing it on the floor in front of the seat and behind her legs.  We find a one gallon 

container stays warm for about 1½ hours. 

 A plastic one gallon container filled with grit can be sprinkled on snow and icy ground.  

A must for any motorist! 

 
 This is a good time of the year to clean up your kingpins. Removing the kingpins once or 

twice a year gives you a chance to check that grease is getting down to the bottom bush 

and cleaning out the salt and grot from winter motoring will ensure that when the time 

comes to renew your pins and bushes, the pins are not irrevocably stuck in the front axle 

beam. This makes changing the kingpins a nice easy job instead of having to dismantle 

half the car and take the whole front axle to your local blacksmith. 

 Engine oil diluted with paraffin is perfectly suitable for the lubrication of leaf-type road 

springs and it is widely used for this purpose. The springs should be thoroughly cleaned 

by scraping and brushing, then the car should be jacked under the chassis so that the 

springs are opened as much as possible. The diluted oil can then be sprayed or brushed on. 

The mixture is just as good as penetrating oil and considerably cheaper. No particular 

degree of dilution is recommended but a half-and-half mixture will serve admirably. 

 
 
Thank you to the Austin Seveners who shared these tips with us all on the 
internet. 
 



 

 

Minutiae for Anoraks 2 
 

Gymp pins.... are decorative nails, with a small (say 2 mm) head, often raised, 

various lengths. Used for attaching GYMP (woven braid such as Jon has pictured on 

another thread regarding Top Hat headlining).  Also used wherever upholstery 

fastenings will be viewed. I use hot melt glue these days for gymp braid. 

 

Escutcheon pins.... are similar to the previous but have larger heads (say 3 mm).  

They are used to anchor keyhole escutcheons, small nameplates AND the metal trim 

pieces at the end of "hidem binding". 

 

Upholstery pins....  are decorative broad-headed (say 6 mm or larger) plated or 

painted nails, usually short.  These will be used to visibly fasten flat tape where an 

edge is to be concealed. Sometimes used side by side in rows with no tape. 

 

Cut Tacks.... sharp, tapered, no rust protection, various head sizes and lengths, used 

in all other areas where unseen e.g Hidem binding or under seat squabs, under braid, 

in fact anywhere you would now use staples. 

 

Staples.... need no explanation: quick and easy.  Mechanical fastenings are better 

than glue in many cases.  A TIP here: where a trim is thin (say 3 mm), short cut 

tacks do not hold.  Using a longer staple (say 4 mm) but with the staple gun held 

over at 45 degrees before firing, you get a stronger result. 

 

By "Squeak" on the Austin 7 Friends' forum. 

 
 

 

IMPORTANT NOTICE       

  

Many will not know that one of our members, Adam Crowe, has been kind enough 

to store free of charge the Club's Display equipment (Backdrop, Carpets etc) for 

some years.  Although he knew that it was coming, Adam has now been given final 

notice to vacate his car showroom in a barn in Warwickshire (many of you will 

have been there) as the land is subject to a compulsory purchase order to make 

way for HS2…  Adam has closed his car business and the Club now has to find new 

storage premises.  The equipment fills a space roughly the length and width of a 

Transit van but is only about 1 metre high.  If any member has storage space of 

such dimensions in the Midlands and is prepared to store the display, please let 

the Chairman, Brem, or the Secretary, Bob, know soonest.  


