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How many romances have been “carried on” in an Austin 7? If you 
have an Austin 7 romance in your family tell us about it.  
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Club Night Tuesday 27th Feb Beoley Village Hall (see events 

list) 



Club Calendar 2018: 

 Tues 30 Jan: Alternative Bring 'n Buy 

 Tues 27 Feb: Talk by Rusty Waughman, former Flt Lt  ex 101 Sqdn RAF 
Bomber Command 

 Tues 27 Mar: Bring 'n Buy 

 Sun 22 Apr: Drive it Day and Cotswold Rally FILL IN YOUR ENTRY 

NOW!! Form at the end of the news letter. 

 Tues 24 Apr: Talk by David Vernon on Defford Airfield and development of 
Radar 

 Tues 29 May: Talk by Phil Baildon, A7CA Archivist 

 Wed 6 Jun: Visit to GWR Toddington ( More details in Chair Chat) 

 Tues 26 Jun: Evening Rally in your Austin 

 Tues 31 Jul: Evening Rally (Meal at The Bull at Wootton Wawen or Fish 'n 
Chips?) 

 Tues 28 Aug: Bring an Interesting Item Evening 

 Sun 6th Sept Hatton Country World MA7C Rally 

 Tues 25 SepT: AGM 

 Sun 21 Oct: Autumn Leaves (tbc) 

 Tues 30 Oct: Bring 'n Buy 

 Fri-Sun 9/10/11 Nov: NEC Classic Car Show 

 Tues 27 Nov: Talk by Nigel Bishop on Jephson Gardens, Royal Leamington 
Spa 

 Tues 11 Dec: Christmas Meal (tbc) 
 

Other Shows of possible interest. 

 APRIL 8
th

 Sunday: Malvern Festival of Transport 

 MAY 12/13 Sat/Sun: Bidford Village Gathering 

 MAY 26
th
/27th Sat/Sun:  Ragley Hall Classic Car Event 

 MAY 28
th
 Monday: Bidford Gliding Club 'Wings and Wheels' 

 JUNE 3
rd

 SUN: Wollaton Park, Autokana, Nottingham ( See PWA7C 

website) 

 JUNE 10
th
 Sun: Churchill Village and Classic Car Show 

 JUNE Sat early : Defford Air Show  Date tbc 

 JULY 27-29th : Welland Steam Fair 

 AUGUST 19th Sun: Tewkesbury Classic Vehicle Festival 

 SEPTEMBER 9th MA7C Rally Hatton Country World 
 SEPT 15/16

th
 Stoke Prior Steam Fair 

For further details see their websites.  



 

Beoley Village Hall was warm, welcoming, friendly and busy. Our first proper 

meeting at Beoley attracted 52 people. This may have been because they had 

heard that you did not have to go outside to get to the bar!! To be fair this 

number also included 8 members of the ATDC (Worcestershire) who were 

looking at alternative venues as their current location has had a number of 

Landlords in the past few months. The Bring and Buy and the Raffle raised 

almost £150 for club funds. All in all a very successful evening which I hope 

even more of you will attend in the future. The drinks were cheaper too! This 

month's club night (Tuesday 27th Feb) we have a talk by Ray (Rusty) 

Waughman, a former Flt Lt ( Pilot) with 101 Sqdn. RAF. It will be most 

interesting. He was flying Lancasters during WW2. Elsewhere in this newsletter 

is entry form for the Cotswold Run on Sunday 22nd April. We are trying 

something different for lunch this time, a hog roast, but the restaurant does 

require money up front, which I am sure you will appreciate, book early to 

secure your place. David Bowlas is working on a 'Bridges of Shakespeare 

County Run', to take place midweek, later in the year, when we might expect 

or hope for good weather, and a dry day. This will be in the form of a Coffee 

Shop start, a lunch stop and an Afternoon Tea finish. This gives us plenty of 

time to exercise our jaws as well as exercising our 7s. David has also added the 

Redditch Needle Museum to the diary on 20th May. Jenny and I visited this 

'40s show last year, an interesting show with a lot going on and plenty to see. 

Contact David at david@davidbowlas.co.uk .Much later in the year, a second 

visit to the Hatton Country World has been arranged and once again it 

coincides with their Craft Fair. 9th Sept will be the date and we will again be 

running the Gentleman's Cake Competition. The entry form for the GWR 

Toddington Railway visit will be in the March newsletter. I have emailed the 

Churchill Village and Classic Car Show organiser as I have heard nothing yet. 

Hopefully we will have some news soon. It's a great show and we usually have 

a good MA7C representation. There is also an article by the DVLA précised by 

the FBVHC which seems to imply the reintroduction of the MOT. I have not had 

time to read it yet, I saw it in the ATDC mag on Saturday. Read it. That's  all for 

now.                                                              Happy Austineering Brem 



                                                      Latest News on MOT 

 

1. The Guidance sets out the definition of a Vehicle of Historic Interest (VHI), vehicles 
which will, from May 2018, be entitled to be exempt from taking a vehicle (MoT) test. 

2. The Guidance reflects the outcome of intensive discussions between the DfT and the 
Federation of British Historic Vehicle Clubs (FBHVC). FBHVC wishes to express its 
appreciation of the open and collaborative manner in which the DfT approached 
these discussions. 

3. In the discussions FBHVC was careful to take account of all possible members of the 
historic vehicle family. 

4. The Guidance supersedes all previous potential criteria released for discussion by 
DfT. 

5. The Guidance makes clear that it does not in any way affect DVLA’s registration 
criteria and processes which remain unchanged. 

6. The Government included motorcycles in the Motor Vehicles (Tests) (Amendment) 
Regulations 2017. As the Guidance implements the Regulations, DfT could not 
accept FBHVC’s representations, based upon the requirements of the EU Directive, 
regarding historic motorcycles, so they are included in the Guidance. 

7. Following STRONG representations by FBHVC, a vehicle may generally be a VHI if 
relevant changes were undertaken more than 30 years previously. This will be a 
rolling 30 years and replaces the fixed 1988 date previously proposed by DfT. 

8. Major points of note are: 
o The process is one of self-declaration.  
o Owners will only be required to declare their vehicle to be a VHI if they wish to be 

exempted from an annual MOT Test. 
o All vehicles will still be able to be tested if their owners wish  
o The criteria are generic and permit changes made, less than 30 years prior to the 

declaration, which improve efficiency, safety, preservation or environmental 
performance. 

o Those vehicles registered on a Q plate, as kits or built up classics are not entitled to 
be declared as VHIs until forty years after they were registered. 

o For motorcycles only the criteria of Q plates, kits and built up classics prevent 
declaration as a VHI. 

o The Guidance refers to “a marque or historic vehicle experts”. A list will be published 
on the website of the Federation of British Historic Vehicle Clubs by 30th April 2018. 
Vehicle owners wishing to confirm if they may declare their vehicle as a VHI, may 
choose to contact the appropriate nominee from this list 

o FBHVC will be explaining the Guidance in full in its first Newsletter of 2018 and as 
soon as possible on its website at www.fbhvc.co.uk. 

Text of the Guidance is at: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/66827
4/vehicles-of-historical-interest-substantial-change-guidance.pdf 

 

 

 

http://www.fbhvc.co.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/668274/vehicles-of-historical-interest-substantial-change-guidance.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/668274/vehicles-of-historical-interest-substantial-change-guidance.pdf


 

                             Vintage Sports Car Club Driving Tests Bicester Heritage December 2nd 2017 

Cars lined up for scrutineering 

 

   An Austin Seven Chummy                          A Bugatti T113 Brescia 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

               

An Austin (Vat 69) 1200cc flat twin air cooled ABC engine 



 

 

 

 MG and an Austin Seven 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

An Austin Seven Ulster replica 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We were a long way from the action on the airfield 

 

 
 Speed tests in the hangar                                                        Here we are again in the rain! 

 



Stony Stratford January 1st 2018 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

An Austin Seven Ruby arrives as the crowds start to gather 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Later in the day we counted at least seven Austins in the show. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

             An American Ford                          Ford Model T (Tin Lizzie) 
 

 

              An MG arrives ```         A Tri-car 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

      Well we were expecting rain   A Ford Racer 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Motor bikes kept arriving all through the morning 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Post war cars were in the High Street. 

It was the biggest crowd we had ever seen there and 
 they raised over £5000 for Willen Hospice 

 



                   Bicester Heritage Sunday Scramble January 7th 2018 

 

We were lucky with the weather although it was very cold. We took photos early so not many 

people were about. This line up of Sprites were early arrivals. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Two Tiger Moths flew in 

 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

A Lamborghini             A Jaguar 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Lotus XI     We think a Humber 

 

 

 

           Another racing car                                           A 2CV Citron  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A VW camper and an Austin Seven 

 

 

  An Austin Ruby Saloon   An Austin Seven Opal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Our friend John’s Austin Seven Hamblin Special 

Another record crowd at this event! We believe there were about 5,000 people. 

Looks like a good day out, why not book in now! ED 

 



January 2018. 

Sunday 21st of the month and Sunday the 28th of the month showed two extremes of 

weather conditions you could imagine as the following will show. 

 

DALOS day loomed large, 

with the expected results 

from the weather pundits. 

White rain! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The following weekend 

saw us at Wood farm 

brewery, under new 

management now called 

just The Barn. With strong 

sun it was a definite 

improvement on the 

previous weekend. Ours 

enjoying a welcome 

change. 

 

 

 

 



 

This STAR was possibly the 

star. Built in Wolverhampton it 

has recently been purchased 

by a relative of the founder of 

the company. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

One for the enthusiast! This 

Commer   looks familiar and 

brings back memories of models 

I once enjoyed. Six cylinder four 

wheel drive box, not for the 

faint hearted. 

 

 

 

 

Barry Mapperson's military 

showing it's credentials, and very 

appealing too. 

 

 

Rikk Harrison 

 



 
 
Redditch Needle Museum "War Time Remembered" Sunday 20th May 
2018. 
 
 
I am hoping that half a dozen or so MA7C members will be able to join us this year at Redditch for an 
enjoyable day. 
 
Inside the buildings we will have displays of wartime Fashions, Rationing, wartime toys, in the 
Cloisters annex -  Home Guard equipment and wartime memorabilia, Plastic models depicting ww2 
scenarios, and outside in addition to all our popular home front and military displays we will be having 
a display by the Redditch model boat club with emphasis on 40's and wartime models in a temporary 
pool. I am also inviting a  WW1 and WW2 travelling museum, Military Photography unit and scout 
memorabilia - not yet confirmed. Its possible that a wartime related display of Redditch industry will be 
present. 
 
Outside in the grassed areas there will be numerous displays by WW2 military re-enactors with 
equipment, tents, iconic Jeep and other military vehicles. Plus a mixture of classic motorbikes and 
vehicles including Austin, Morris  40's cars, well supported as usual by at least 6 vehicles from the 
Austin Ten Drivers Club. 
 
Last year I had a display of Royal Enfield Motorbikes which during the war years were manufactured 
in Redditch, this year I am hoping to extend the Austin involvement with hopefully half a dozen Austin 
7's from the  MA7C. 
 
Also outside we anticipate having the singing groups Indigo and Violets as last year who will keep us 
entertained throughout the day. 
 
In previous years well over 100 re-enactors and vehicle owners supported the event. 
 
Entry will be free for display groups and in addition eligible for free cups of tea/coffee throughout the 
day and free sandwich and crisps for driver and 1 passenger at lunch time. You will also be able to 
wander around the museum and polishing mill which could be in operation. 
 
Only display vehicles are allowed on the site, but a period bus will be running a free shuttle service 
between museum and the Abbey Sports ground public car park for visitors. 
 
I have discussed it with Brem and he is quite happy for any of you to attend individually or as a MA7C 
group, If you are interested 
 
Please email me with your Name and that of your passenger(s), your telephone number plus  Vehicle 
make/model/year and registration number and confirm you are in MA7C and that the car is insured,. 
 
I will get back to you closer to the date. 
 
Thanks, 
 
David Bowlas ( MA7C new member.) 
 
david@davidbowlas.co.uk 
 
tel 0121 427 3480  mobile 07740 173672 

mailto:david@davidbowlas.co.uk


MG CC MIDLAND CENTRE TASTER TRIAL 

   This is an invitation for new trials drivers to have a fun day out.  It is 

also a chance for old hands to try out a few tweaks, or to bring along their wives or 

youngsters to have a go at trials driving.  New drivers don’t have to be a motor club member 

or have a competition license.  MSA Go Motor Sport supports the event by waiving club 

membership so that newcomers can have a first-hand try at this non-damaging branch of 

literally ‘grass roots’ motor sport.  Because it will once again be held on private land, 

younger drivers without a road license are eligible but must be accompanied by an 

experienced trials driver who is a member of the invited clubs, of which MA7C is one.  On 

the other hand you might have marshalled or spectated at a trial and though “I can do that 

in my car just as well as him!”…. well now is your chance to find out! 

As in all motor sport car control is key so our ‘observed sections’ are laid out to show you 

the techniques that are required to start uphill, a typical feature in trials, how to cope with a 

steepening hill and then how to reverse down safely when the car comes to a halt – and 

that happens to the best of drivers – so you have to learn how to handle the situation.  

Another good challenge is steering downhill dealing with bends, adverse camber, humps, 

hairpins and some narrow gaps between marker posts.  You may learn a few skills that could 

help you out on a snowy road someday!  If you’ve no-one to accompany you we can arrange 

for experienced drivers who will act as instructors and coaches, and can also provide rides 

to demonstrate how the instruction is applied on a section. 

Of course trials involve paperwork: supplementary regulations and the entry form, but we 

write these to be as simple and user-friendly as possible to make you feel welcome. 

Scrutineering is also important, making sure that cars are safe for sharing the grassy hillsides 

with others.  We provide a scrutineer who will run through checks with you on brakes, 

steering, seat security and general car condition.  No need for helmets of course, but you’ll 

need to bring a foot pump and tyre gauge since we drop the pressures to help your cars 

climb. 

                                                                                                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



The Centre’s inaugural Taster Trial was last April, gaining 22 entries, including James Young 

(16) and Nigel Coulter, plus Don and Sarah Skelton, all in their Austin 7s.  All entrants had a 

great time, praising the coaching, the venue, the catering and the organisation, so may the 

MGCC team invite members to join us next time please.      Thank you. 

Sunday 29th April   09:00         East Lodge Farm, Fox Lane, Bromsgrove   B61 7EF   SO943 698       

Adrian Tucker-Peake 

********************************************************************************* 

 

 

Free to anyone willing to collect: 

A collection of MA7C Newsletters and A7CA Grey Mags dating back to 1978/9(when Tom first joined 

MA7C).  Both sets are more or less complete.  They include many interesting articles which may be 

of interest to new members. 

The following offered, also, FOR SALE 

 Austin 7 Handbook (publication number 1182): original copies, used but complete 

and in good condition.  2 copies.  £10 each plus postage 

 Austin 7 List of Spare Parts (publication number 888): original, used but complete 

and in good condition.  £10 plus postage 

 Pitman's Book of The Austin 7: £12 plus postage 

 Austin 7 Manual by Doug Woodrow: new condition, no finger marks: £25 plus 

postage (today's new price £47.99 plus postage) 

 Austin Seven List of Spares – reprint: £6 plus postage 

 Original Austin A30 'Seven' Handbook, Running and Maintenance Instructions: £6 

plus postage 

 Ford Model AF Instruction Book: £6 plus postage 
Contact Tom Parry, Wayside, Shrewsbury Road, High Ercall, Shropshire  TF6 6AE. 

Home phone: 01952 771352                                      Mobile: 07711 979829 

E-Mail: t.parry2012@btinternet.com 

******************************************************************************** 

Wanted.      Austin 7 Box or Tourer pre 1935, to use for trials and scenic runs 

so definitely not class or concours winner. Preferably one for restoration or had 
mechanical failure, or part completed project to finish. 

Please email details to david@davidbowlas.co.uk or telephone 0121 427 3480, or mobile/text 07740 
173672.  

 

mailto:t.parry2012@btinternet.com
mailto:david@davidbowlas.co.uk




Dear Austin Enthusiast      ( Re previous page) 
 

You are receiving this final friendly reminder that the Austin 7 Track Day at 

Curborough  on Saturday 17th March 2018 is now 3/4 booked and we have not 

yet seen an entry from yourself. 

As you have either expressed an interest or taken part before the very least we could 

do is let you know the current status of this very popular event.  

The Course has a strict limit on the number of participants so if you would like to take 

part please do not hesitate. Your place is booked either by receipt of a electronic 

transfer or a cheque  

The format will be exactly the same as previous years and  the fee will be held at 

£50 for entries received by the 31st January and £ 65 for later entries if there are any 

places left. 

Here are the bank details:    Bank: HSBC     Sort:  40-19--34 

Account: Charles Plain-Jones       Account No.: 91045253 

Reference: Please give your name so we can track the transfer and do please email 

me to let me know when a transfer has been made. 

Please note the new Email address this time:     cplainjonesaustin7@gmail.com 

For cheques my postal address is: 

87 Widney Road 

Knowle 

Solihull 

B93 9EA 

If you have already received an Entry Acknowledgement please disregard this 

reminder as I'm not smart enough to edit the mailing list that fast!        Once again 

thank you for your interest 

Charlie Plain-Jones 

    

 

Ed`s Observations:   The last club night was well attended,with a little help from our friends! The 

Alternative Bring and Buy made over £90 and the Raffle over £50, welcome additions to our funds. 

Thanks to all for your support. 

mailto:cplainjonesaustin7@gmail.com




Secretary`s Inbox                                        

 Dear Midlands Austin Seven Club, 

 I am just emailing you with regard to a car event that we are running here at the Cork International Hotel 

on Sunday 25th March 2018. 

 We are running our 2nd fundraising car show in aid of Bumbleance ( https://www.bumbleance.com/ ). 

 The inaugural event happened in 2017 here at the hotel and during that afternoon we raised over €8000 

for the National Children’s Ambulance Service. We had such a great turn out of cars and bikes and we 

were incredibly grateful in particular to the Car Clubs who really jumped on board to support the event. 

 This is a short video from last year’s show – 

https://youtu.be/wslXWowHlWU 

 It is such a wonderful charity that are in desperate need of funds so we decided to get on board to help 

them again this year. 

 We are running the car show on Sunday 25th March 2018 and it will be run as a family fun day. 

 Our kind neighbours at Cork Airport are giving use of the long term carpark which is accessed via our 

hotel for the weekend. 

 The plan is to run the event from 11am-4pm on the Sunday. 

 Adults will be €5 entry and children will be free. We will have various activities over the day including 

some outdoor music if the weather is on our side. 

 For those that wish to arrive on the Saturday evening, we will have live music and some complimentary 

finger food for exhibitors. We will obviously have security in the car park as it is a secure zone being part 

of the airport so cars can park there from the Saturday afternoon. 

 I just wondered if you would be able to circulate this to your members and revert back to me with a 

guide number of exhibitors.  I am just looking to initially get an expression of interest before I compile a 

list of competitors and exhibitors for the show. After you revert to me, I will then send you through a 

booking form so that we can get each cars details for the show in advance. 

 I look forward to hearing from you. 

 With Kindest Regards, 

 

 

 

https://www.bumbleance.com/
https://youtu.be/wslXWowHlWU

