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Happy 95th Birthday
Austin7
(No doubt someone will tell me which month I can blow out the candles?)
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Meetings held the last Wednesday of the month, Old Silhillians Rugby Club, Knowle (Jct 5 M42)

The next club night will be Wednesday 26th Noggin and Natter

Urgent Notice. This is unavoidable as we have had no response
to my plea last month. Your May news letter WILL NOT

reach you until the after 24th. Please do not panic and
ring me,John or Brem. Please be patient! ED.

A dry day is all that is now required for the Cotswold Run. A good field of runners is
entered and I am confident the hostelry will placate the hungry crews' appetites.
Keep those fingers crossed for fair weather.
The general opinion of our current club meeting venue is poor, to say the least. The
room is sterile, has no atmosphere and has no bar. I could go on, but regular
attendees know the problems. So, with this in mind and with the committee's
decision to seek a new venue, we will be holding a Special club night at the Beoley
Village Hall, on Tuesday, 20th July, to give members an opportunity to view the
favoured alternative venue. Further details will be found elsewhere in this
newsletter. There may well have to be a change of day for our club night if this venue
meets most people's aspirations, because all Wednesdays are already committed to
other long term users.
At Adam Crowe's request, we have swopped the dates of the events of the June and
July club nights. So, the Club Dining Out evening is now on Wednesday, 28th June
and the Ashted Classic Car Party (Adam Crowe) is on Wednesday, 26th July. Please
amend your diaries! Whilst you have your diary out, the Autumn Leaves Run is
now confirmed as Sunday 15th October.
Andy Lowe's last act as Chairman of the A7CA at the AGM on Sunday, 9th April, was
the introduction of the new Constitution, which was adopted by 16 votes to 2 with 1
abstention. You will doubtless be able to view it on the A7CA website very soon.
The original 49 year old Constitution was brought out of the 20th Century and into
the 21st, and some say, not before time. Andy's successor as Chairman of A7CA is
Chris Garner. Finally, Kim Eaton from Routen Chaplin, the insurance company for the
A7CA and its member clubs, explained in some detail what was and what was not
covered by them: where organisers' insurance and where individual's motor
insurance come into play. His notes will be included in the minutes of the meeting
and they will be included in our May Newsletter.
Elsewhere in this newsletter is a letter and entry form from the Pre 1940 Morris
Register about their National Rally at Thoresby Park on 5/6 August.
This could well be of interest to our more Northern members.

That's all for this month.

Happy Austineering

Brem

MA7C Members'
Special Club Evening
at

Beoley Village Hall
on
Tuesday, 20th July
from 19.30hrs
A chance to experience a warm,
friendly, welcoming environment
with a bar at sensible prices.
Beoley Village Hall is on the B4101 between
the A441 and the A435 and to the South of
junctions 2 & 3 of the M40.
Address: BVH, Holt End, Beoley, Redditch.
B98 9AN
OS Map: #220. MR: 072695
The Committee look forward to seeing you there.

Rally Scene 2017.
Wednesday 15thMarch. Hoar Park. brilliant sunshine brought the motor cycling fraternity in
numbers. Held every Wednesday this was an excellent attendance with probably 150 bikes.
Some that drew great attention follow.

Royal Enfield.

Sunbeam.

Club Nights 2017 .... put them in your diary
 Sun 23 Apr 17: Drive it Day - Cotswold Rally ( have you
entered?)









Wed 26 Apr 17: Noggin 'n Natter
Wed 31 May 17: Bring an Interesting Item Evening
Wed 28 Jun 17: Evening Rally/meal at The Bull at Wawen
Wed 26 Jul 17: Evening hospiality at Ashted Classic Cars
Wed 30 Aug 17: Noggin 'n Natter
Wed 27 Sep 17: AGM
Sun 15 Oct 17: Autumn Leaves
Wed 25 Oct 17: Bring 'n Buy
 Wed 29 Nov 17: Talk?
 December 13th Christmas Meal
I did ask if there were any others events you know of that you think club
members may like to attend, but no replies! ED

Don`t forget the event on 21st May at the Austin Village to
celebrate The Centenery, 11am til 4pm.
ED`s Choice
An event we go to every year is Wollaton Park Autokana, Nottingham. It`s a fair
way for some of you but the club did used to attend in good numbers and this
has dwindled to a faithful few. There is plenty to see, Sevens, other vintage
vehicles and caravans, classic cars, a good autojumble and all in the lovely
setting of Wollaton park. You do have to book via PWA7C and can camp or bring
a caravan. This year it is June 4th and I believe the Vintage Austin Register will
be holding their National Rally to add to the event.

Looking back (1989)
A day out with VX 6119 and friends.
Sunday June 11th brought continuing sunny weather as we prepared for the 4th model T
run by kind invitation of John Varney. Most of the preparation was carried out the week
previous, but as in all well laid plans there is always a last minute hitch. Final checks
completed we ready for the off.
It was our first Model T run and were looking forward to the day's events with eager
anticipation. Our friends arrived about 9am and together four up (approximately 48 stone)
ladies in the rear, John acting navigator, although the route was superbly posted, we set off
for our adventure.
My cousin George had just popped in on the way to the start in his 1909 Renault AX two
seat and dickey, one of the oldest cars taking part. Arriving around 9.30 at Rugby Auto car
Nuneaton we were invited to take up our position.
Hot and long cold drinks were awaiting us, with plenty of time to browse with other
enthusiasts. Model T,s were represented by saloons, tourers, vans, lorries, pick-ups and a
1923 fire engine. Austin, Humber, Siddeley, MG, Riley, Morgan, Wolsley , Popular and
Prefect completing the guests.
10.15 am excitement broke out as we were flagged off by the Mayor. This was not a race
but with 80 miles to be covered time was of the essence.
Our route was a meander along the leafy lanes of Warwickshire. Coleshill, Fillongley,
Meriden, Hampton, to our first brief stop at Kenilworth. Mulled wine consumed it may be
coincidence but our 1930 Austin 7 appeared to take on a new lease of life. With a mass of
spectators to view us which was a highlight throughout the day and cameras at almost every
turn we headed to our lunch stop.
Rugby Auto car had organised all the catering for the various stops and this lunch stop was a
grand affair with a wide selection of fayre including wines as well as hot and cold drinks. A
chance to stretch the legs and chat about a very successful event we had been privileged to
experience before returning to the start.
Everyone received a medallion and prize as a memento of the day.
Rugby Auto car, later Allen Ford is no more having been sold and demolished February
2017. Another slice of history lost to probably housing development.
Rikk Harrison.

Hello Lesley,
You may like to consider a few photos of a 1923 Rover 8 I bought a few months ago,
for the MA7C Newsletter. Having been an A7 man since the late 1950s and before I
had a driving licence, I have always been interested in the designs that led up to the
Seven.
Before the first few preproduction Sevens arrived on the scene in very late 1922 and
the Seven became established in the mid 20s, Rover were successfully producing
and selling around 3500 Rover 8 cars a year between 1920 and early 1925.
Certainly Herbert Austin and Stanley Edge were aware of the Rover 8 and
considered a variety of its design features when developing the Seven. Austin
himself drove one belonging to his Chief Cashier, for some time for evaluation.
The Rover 8 has a twin cylinder air cooled engine and the Rover Board recognised
that it was outdated by late 1924, particularly with "large cars in miniature" like the
Austin 7 becoming established. Rover 8 survivors, from the c17500 built, are rare,
not because they were bad cars, quite the opposite for a relatively cheap small car in
1920. There are thought to be only about 45 survivors, I think the reason being that
by the early 1930s there would have been so many cheap second hand Chummyies
around that people wouldn't have bothered with a second or third hand little twin
cylinder air cooled light car.

My Rover 8 has been inspected by our Chairman, a Rover man himself. I have
promised Brem a trip out in the car this year so look out for a few more details in due
course.
Regards,

Paul Cooper.

"Sevens at Sainsburys" Richard Chorley
Have you popped into Sainsbury's recently? I did,it was the one at Longbridge ,
now part of the New Shopping Mall complex.
The site is just a spanners throw from Cofton Park,where many enjoyable hours
have been spent attending A7 and classic car meets .
The store is really smart and impressive and the shopping experiences relaxing
and a touch more interesting than most.
What caught my eye, you may ask? It was the glass safety partitions fixed around
the main escalator. They all have etched sketches of various motors originally
built on the Longbrige site. A7s included.

Not only that, but really surprising was the vast space in the Restaurant /
Diner area given to Wall Art . An eclectic range of Longbridge motors from
yesteryear, in full colour.

Having taken a photo, I
observed only one, the
"Box7", had been given
a Reg.No. Although
somewhat difficult to
decipher, those
who go to Spec-Savers may identify it.? It may be your motor?

 Don`t forget that we have the Cotswold Run and it
is National Drive it Day at the weekend.
 The may new letter will be later than usual
arriving in your letterbox or in box. If you do want
something putting in the May news letter, it must be with me
on 20th May( any later and it will not go in. Sorry

Ashted Classics and CAV Electrical would
like to invite you and your classic car to our
open evening at 6.30pm on Wednesday 26th
July 2017 at
Truggist Hill Farm
Truggist Lane
CV7 7BW
Food, drinks and entertainment provided
free of charge
As always we will have the fantastic raffle
with some great prizes donated by Ashted
Classics and CAV Electrical
Please let me know if you think you will be attending.
I would hate to run out of anything.
My details are above.

L.esley Marriner needs your support.

Cancer is happening right now, which is why I'm taking part in a Race for Life 5k to raise
money and save lives.
1 in 2 people will be diagnosed with cancer in their lifetime. Every single pound you donate
makes a difference to Cancer Research UK’s groundbreaking work, so please sponsor me
now at

Lesleys fundraising page
for Life until July 2

nd

Cancer research uk

;I am not doing The Race

so you could give me a donation when you see me. £1

or anything is gratefully received.
**************************************************************************
IF you are going on the Cotswold Run ( or attended any events over Easter)
please can you take a few photos and send them to me, even if I don`t get them
in until the June news letter, and if you could write a few lines that`s great.
Also, I am sure that after the poor support for the Bring and Buy, the
committee would welcome any other ideas for club nights .Don`t just give up
coming, help us by telling us what you want. ED
NEWS FLASH
Bank Holiday Monday, 29th May. - Bidford Vintage and Classic Wings and
Wheels.
This popular event is again being held at Bickmarsh Airfield, the home of Bidford
Gliding and Flying Club. The airfield is approximately two miles due south of Bidford
on Avon, on the Roman road. Gates open at 10-00am, there is no admission charge,
but there will be a collection for The Home Farm Trust Charity. The airfield cafe and
bars will be open serving a good selection of hot and cold foods and local ales.
There is usually an interesting selection of vintage and modern aircraft flying in, and
the opportunity to wander amongst the aircraft and talk to the pilots during the lunch
break. Further details on the Flying Clubs' web site or call Paul Cooper on 01789
750667.

