
A Merrychristmas 

 

and a happy new year 

to one and all. 
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         These are your committee members for 2016-17 

The opinions expressed in MA7C news letter do not reflect the opinions of 

the  Midlands Austin 7 Club. 

 

Ed.   It has been brought to my attention that comments about 

renewal of subscriptions have upset some people. We do appreciate 

that there are circumstances in which the  renewal of subs is not 

the priority  and I am sure it was not the intention to upset anyone 

by strongly encouraging prompt renewal, which is after all the life 

blood of the club. Your membership is valued and I can only apologise 

on behalf of those involved. 
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Chair Chat 

 Hopefully, someone has written an unbiased report on the Autumn Leaves Run. Here is a 

slightly biased view from the organiser. Heavy rain from the moment I woke, until crossing the 

railway bridge in Honeybourne, when the rain stopped and the sun shone, and it shone all day, 

which could have been a concern.  21 x Austin 7s, one Morris Minor, one MG and two moderns 

made up the field. Our thanks to the Attridges  who laid on refreshments and comfort facilities at 

the start.   The morning run included two private drives: Springhill, which is always a cacophony of 

colour at this time of year; and the second one in the Guitings was slightly different and whilst not 

difficult did involve the application of mud in varying degrees.   I had expected a little verbal abuse, 

but everyone appeared to enjoy the slippery conditions and returned for more with big grins.  The 

lunch stop was taken at the Craven Arms, which served us well though there were some comments 

about the vegetables, which were so 'al dante' that one was left wondering if they had in fact seen 

the saucepan!!     Lots of clean plates says  it cannot have been too bad. 

The afternoon run had no surprises and led NE to finish at Blackwell Village Hall again, courtesy of 

the Turners, who fled to the Isle of Wight for a week's holiday the following day. 

October also saw the Restoration Show at the NAC, masterminded again by Andy Lowe, where he 

skilfully involved all the club members in the rebuilding of his RK Saloon. The move from the halls 

into the unheated and draughty cattle lines was less than well received and numbers were down. 

October club night was a Bring and Buy, which raised approximately £80, including the raffle.  Our 

thanks to  MC John Roberts, runners Arthur, KT and Andy; number crunchers Ian and Elaine Devey 

and Norma Bickley and mistress of the raffle Alison Roberts. Thank you all. 

An excellent turn out on Thursday 10th November saw our 4 car stand at the NEC Classic Car Show, 

built in record time and all this despite the carpet contractor failing to produce any carpet, which 

had been ordered 6 weeks earlier.  Andy Lowe led this large team and we were homeward bound by 

mid afternoon.  

The Christmas bash is on Wednesday 14th December. The Old Sils know they have some work to do 

to expunge the memory of last year's fiasco, cold plates, insufficient chips, shortage of cream and 

sour faced service.     Please support the club at this event which we have been assured will more 

than satisfy the participants and will be served on hot plates with a SMILE. 

This being the last newsletter of 2016, I will take the opportunity to wish you all 

A Very Happy Christmas and a Prosperous New Year.             Brem                                              

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Report by Jean Saunders of The Autumn Leaves Run 

We started out under grey skies and, due to heavy overnight rain, some trepidation, but managed 
the rather large patches of surface water without any mishaps as we made our way over to The 
Ranch at Honeybourne. Most of our fellow Seveners were already there enjoying the coffee and 
biscuits and signing in for the days directions. We left The Ranch in orderly fashion around ten thirty, 
and now in lovely sunshine,  proceeded up Saintbury Hill across to the Springhill Estate, which always 
has a glorious amount of autumn colour in the woods around the house. From here we proceeded 
across the high Cotswold countryside to the village of Guiting Power and the Guiting Manor Estate. 
Now things became really interesting as Brem had three 'drives' worked out for us across field 
tracks, woods and fords. We are so lucky to be given permission to travel these private estates 
because we get to see countryside views that not many others see and it is all so beautiful at any 
time of year, but, especially now. We then made our way across to Brockhampton where we all 
arrived safely for our lunch at the Craven Arms. 
After a very convivial hour and a half it was back into our Austin’s and on the road again. We 
travelled across to Longborough, over the main road, and then down to Blockley and Paxford and 
across to Ilmington. This sounds as though we didn’t have far to travel, but it did involve some steep 
hills, so therefore, more beautiful views and countryside. We were now driving across to Blackwell 
village hall where Ken and Sheila Turner had kindly provided a lovely cup of tea and scrummy cake. 
Everyone would like to thank Brem and Jenny for all the effort it takes to organise these runs, Mr 
and Mrs Attridge for kindly providing coffee and biscuits, and Ken and Sheila for generously 
providing tea and cake at the end of our run.  
                                                                                  A well earned cup of coffee at The Ranch 

                   

 

 

 

 

 

                                             This way, Granddad. 

 

 

 

On the move. 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 



                                                                                                       Line up in the sunshine.  

                                                                                                      Photos by Alison Roberts 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

End of the run. 

 

                                                                                                      Harris family win. 

 

 

 

            

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                         

                                                                                   Muddy Run 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Apology from ED.  Unfortunately I have been away a lot over the past months and the usual 

charity collection in lieu of Christmas cards has not been arranged. As this is the last news 

letter before Christmas and we only have the November meeting and the Christmas Party it 

would mean that wishes would not go out until the end of January news letter. I will try to it 

organised in good time for next year if people still think it is worthwhile. If YOU would like to 

organise it for next year, let me know and I will print it. 

 

 

 

Wednesday 14th December 

Old Silhillians 

8pm 

Chicken & Chips Mince pie & cream 

£10-50 per person 

Please contact Elaine on 01217779655 

Closing date 7th December 

 

 
 

  



 

A Comprehensive History of the Austin Seven Grasshopper.                   

Hardback - SECOND EDITION 

Following on from the success of the first edition, the Authors continued to research the cars 

as well as being contacted by many readers who contributed much new information. 

In the light of this extra material it was decided to review the book and so has resulted in this 

expanded new edition. In doing so the opportunity has also been taken to update 

significantly, where available, the post war history of the remainingg cars up to the present 

day. 

Following comments from many people, the book has now been published in hardback and 

will be a welcome new addition to the library shelves of those interested in sporting Sevens.  

Available now at £23 collected or £26, post paid, from: 

Graham Beckett, 77 All Saints’ Lane, Nettleham, Lincoln. LN2 2NJ 

gabeckett@tiscali.co.uk 

Please make cheques payable to: Pre War Austin Seven Club Limited. 

                                                                                                                                 

 Also remember that we have many items in   Club regalia 

which will make ideal gifts or stocking fillers.                                       

Check with Sheila Turner for items in stock. 

 

Thank You 

Thank you to all those who took part in this year’s NEC Classic Car Show by 

supplying cars, fetching bits, laying carpets, assembling backdrops, sticking 

things up, carrying, returning, standing chatting to strange folks, taking pictures, 

putting up with me telling them what to do, or anything else. If you are still in 

possession of anything, or are still wearing your club badge on your pyjamas. I 

shall be delighted to receive them back at the next club night. Thank you once 

again. 

Best Regards, Andy 

 

 

mailto:gabeckett@tiscali.co.uk


The Restoration Show   (thank you Nigel) 

  

 

 

  

  

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What a super display. 

******************************************************* 

                                                                                                                             

In the inbox. 
 
 
Dear Mr Chairman, 
 
Sorry we missed you the other night, we were in but didn’t hear the bell which comprises an 
old servants’ bell inside the front door – which doesn’t seem to be working, and a buzzer in 
the kitchen which got the dogs barking but we told them to “stop that d****d noise, we 
can’t hear the TV”! 
 
The bell-pull operates an Austin 7 brake switch to the buzzer, and the bell by various levers.  
It’s worked OK for about 30 years so I can’t understand what’s going on.  Incidentally I’ve 
never had a Seven with brake lights, apart from, briefly, a Ruby in about 1969.  We used to 
raffle a Ruby at Stanford Hall; buy one for a fiver, clean the probably pre-war petrol out and 
30 years of dirt off, find a usable battery and off we went, including use in the driving tests.  
But the winner, who I had sold the ticket to, insisted that I take the thing away and I think I 
eventually managed to offload it for another fiver.  Whether the brake lights worked I don’t 
know and it used to stop quite enough of its own accord anyway. 
 
Happy Christmas to you and the present Mrs Chairman, 
 
Robin Boyce 

 

 

  

                                 

 



I Think I’ve become an Anorak! 

I have never claimed to be completely normal, but over the past 40+ years of 

being involved with Austin 7s I have done many things which a lot of females 

would find totally alien. I am sure a lot of ladies out there will understand, but I 

now find it`s me who takes points out and takes photos of cars and other 

vehicles. So when a trip to Wythall Transport Museum was suggested I jumped 

at the chance. Sad I know, but we had already been to the Isle of Wight Bus 

museum and the Ryde Classic Car Show whilst on holiday.    

                                                                    I remember the Midland Red buses 

                                                                     having the HA registration, but I`m 

                                                                     not quite old enough to remember 

this                                                               these. 

 

 

Actually if you haven`t been to Wythall it`s well worth a visit especially when 

they have the busses out and about as they did when we went. I enjoyed reliving 

my childhood riding on buses with draughty open backs and that scratchy seat 

material, ringing the bell and talking to drivers. Of course I took the odd photo. 

This one is for you Andy Lowe.             What an engine.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                             Lesley Marriner 

                                                                                                                      

 

 

 



From our Association Chairman  

We are pleased to announce that the summary report on 

the 2016 National Historic Vehicle Survey is now ready to 

download 

Dear Fellow Enthusiast, 

Earlier in the year you were kind enough to take part in the 2016 National 

Historic Vehicle Survey.  You provided your email address and confirmed that 

you would be happy to take part in future research. We are not yet ready to 

undertake our next research project but in the meantime we thought you might 

be interested to see the recently published, summary results of the national 

survey. 

Please follow this link (http://www.fbhvc.co.uk/research/) to reach our website 

and download the report.  The report can also be accessed from our home 

page (www.fbhvc.co.uk) by clicking on the banner heading or from the 

Research tab at the top of the home page. 

We hope you will enjoy reading the summary report and that you will find it 

both interesting and thought provoking.  Initial indications suggest that it will 

be of considerable help to the Federation in its work to represent the views of 

Member Clubs and their individual members in order to ensure we are all able 

to enjoy 'yesterday's vehicles on tomorrow's roads'. 

A full report will be published at the end of November for those who wish to 

get into the detail of the survey results and the implications of those results. 

Thank you again for taking part in the survey.  We will be undertaking further 

research work in 2017and we hope you will be prepared to join us in that 

work. 

Best wishes for the enjoyment of your historic vehicle, 

Paul Chasney 

Director – Research                                                            

http://www.fbhvc.co.uk/research/                       

 

http://www.fbhvc.co.uk/research/


Rally Scene 2016. 

 

Sunday 21st August Championship 

challenge, Shelsley Walsh hill 

climb. From a previous visit here 

you see two sprinters preparing for 

their test over the 1000 yards. 

 

 

 

 

Friday 26th August. Dorset. Allelys 

of Studley doing what comes 

naturally when you have 

something large to shift. 

 

 

 

 

 

Here are three of only four Lion class road locomotives built. 

Nearest camera Lion then 

Supreme last but not least 

Onward. For reasons only 

known to those who 

perpetrated the deed Onward 

was cut up for scrap. Using 

original drawings found, 

traditional casting machining 

and assembly methods were 

employed to create this 

absolutely faithful 

reproduction. Let's hope we 

may be fortunate to witness 

all four next year. 

Monday 29th August.       



A47 Autojumble. A nice bright Citroen in safari mode just the thing for a summers day. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday 4th September. 

Shackerstone. A very small  

cruiser with a big heart. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday 11th September. 

Atherstone. Out of all the lovely 

transport there, and there was a 

lot, I thought this Sunbeam 

deserved a mention. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Across the street was this  

1909 Rover looking 

stunning  in its maroon 

coach paintwork. 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday 18th September. 

Hinckley. I would not like to 

estimate how many vehicles 

attended. Suffice to say 

they had problems 

accommodating initially. 

This MGA was not the only 

sports there but looked the 

business. 

  

 

 

On the extreme end of the scale was 

this very imposing Stox. Power unit 

unknown but suspect it was not 

mini. 

Rikk Harrison. 

(We were there too, a good 

event with lots to see. ED) 

 

  



ED. THANKS for these Rikk. I thought we would finish off 2016 ready for 
your “wanderings” next year. 

 

24th September. 

Sywell. Blustery day, 

and no  Battle of 

Britain flight, we were 

entertained most 

pleasantly by this 

Mustang and Spitfire, 

just visible, for some 

considerable time. 

Sunday being much 

calmer the skies were 

graced by the BO B 

flight. 

                   All giving solo performances to great delight. 

 

 

 

At the other end of the scale this 

Aberdale had a 1 1/4 gallon tank 

being capable of a mere 150 mpg and 

30 mph if you hurried. 

 

 

 

 

Sunday 8th October.  

Rally season drawing to a close 

we continue attending meetings 

at Griffin Inn Bedworth. Now in 

our winter calendar we meet 

2nd Sunday of the month. A 

pleasant day with autumn 

sunshine.   



 

Sunday 16th October. 

Autumn leaves run. 

Horrendous rain made for 

hazardous driving 

conditions, with standing 

water, especially across 

Birmingham, only easing as 

we approached Stratford. 

Anticipating the start, 

transport for the day await 

their crews. 

 

 

 

Lunch break and the weather is 

steadily improving. Crews filling 

their tanks while these steeds 

also take a well earned break. 

 

 

 

 

Chairman and lady wife performing a 

quality control audit of the water, while  

demonstrating their agility to stay dry. 

Unfortunatly we arrived at Blackwell as 

everyone was leaving for home. With 

40+ miles to Bills he was keen to start 

for home. Leaving him at Sutton 

Coldfield a further 22 miles saw me 

arrive.             Rikk Harrison 

 

Perhaps Rikk`s “wanderings” will inspire you to try some different events in 

2017.     Happy Sevening to you All !                                                         


