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Chair Chat March 2014 

 

Well, I don't want to hear any complaints about the weather.  I only regret that we had planned to do 

non-Austin activities this last week so sadly the 7 has remained in the garage. 

 

Last month's meeting was a film of the various attempts by privateers to break the 10,000 mile 

records.  Whilst they were not successful in the primary task, they did break a number of records on 

the way and, because they could use only the spares carried in the car, some fascinating and ingenious 

solutions were applied to a multitude of problems during the attempts.  Thanks to Andy Lowe for 

arranging this, at quite short notice. 

 

Elsewhere in this newsletter you will find entry forms for the Cotswold Run, the 50th Stanford Hall 

Rally and the Hanbury Hall Run.  So let's be having them back in good time, please.  As I write this, 

there are just under 6 weeks to the Cotswold Run, the weather is getting warmer (and the garage), so 

can we please see some new faces in the countryside?  I do hope so.  This newsletter is shorter than 

usual for a very simple reason which can be easily rectified by the reader.  When did you last write 

an article for the newsletter?  There are a few regular contributors but, sadly, they are few so it's your 

turn to 'pick up thy quill' or press the plastic keys on your computer and tell us of a tip, a journey, an 

event or a rebuild or even about an unrelated hobby. 

 

That's all for now. 

 

Brem 
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Welcome to New Members: 

 

R Knott Bretforton Worcs         1932 Saloon 14\131 

A Cooke Chipping Norton Oxon            1932 Special 14\132 

M Slater Wellesborne Warks 1938 Pearl 14\133 

P Adams Shipston on Stour Warks          1937 Ruby 14\134 

Mrs A Pedley Walsall West Mids       1935 Ruby 14\135 

G Harborne Marlcliff Warks              1931 Box Sal 14\136 

R Johnson Nuneaton Warks 1935 Special 14\137 

 

We look forward to seeing these new members at the Old Sils and on some of our events during the 

coming season. 

 

Mick Kirkland 

 

It is with regret that we announce the passing of Mick Kirkland who had been ill for some time. 

Known to many MA7C members, he was the Shropshire arm of the Seven Workshop with a fund of 

knowledge and the parts to support it.  He will be greatly missed by the whole Austin Seven 

movement. 

 

PANCREATIC CANCER APPEAL 

 

I am not after your money, this time - just a couple of minutes of your time, please. 

 

An e-petition has been set up and we need 100,000 signatures on it before 8th April; we are struggling 

so I need your support.  The petition is to persuade the Government to debate the fact that only 1% 

of the total cancer research funding goes to pancreatic cancer.  Sadly, this means that survival statistics 

have not changed in 40 years and are dire. 

 

Please sign this petition at http://epetitions.direct.gov.uk/petitions/48389.  In return, you will receive 

an e-mail to verify your signature which you acknowledge by clicking the appropriate button.  It will 

take very little of your time and you will be helping to save lives.  When you have done this, please 

share the link with all your friends. 

 

Thank you.  Your support - as always - is much appreciated. 

 

Sandra Francis 

 

 

 

VE VINTAGE FESTIVAL 4th AND 5th MAY 2014 IN EVESHAM 

 

I have been asked by the organisers of an event in Evesham to invite members of the club to exhibit 

our cars.  This is a spectacular vintage event in the town with stalls, entertainers and all things vintage.  

There will be 1940s bands, entertainment, refreshments and, hopefully, sunshine.  You can find 

further information about the festival on their facebook page. 

 

They need to know how many cars are attending; if you would like to be there with your car, please 

phone Sandra Francis on 01386 47840 or 07967 345899 and I will let them know.  You don't have to 

do both days. 
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The Surviving Austin 7 Register  
 

We would like to remind you of articles which appeared in the 2013A edition of the Austin Seven 

Clubs' Association (A7CA) Grey Mag and in the April 2013 MA7C newsletter.  Jim Blacklock, the 

A7CA Registrar, is trying to put together an up to date register.  MA7C has failed to respond to 

this request because a number of members haven't yet supplied details of their car(s); rather than 

use the old list, which is at least 8 years old, this form will enable both MA7C and A7CA to be right 

up to the mark.  Please fill in the form below as fully and accurately as possible and return it to Brem 

soonest.  If you need the form electronically, contact the Secretary.  Only the club name will be 

shown against your car – NOT your name – so that, if someone wishes to speak to you about your 

car, he or she would be directed firstly to the Club Secretary, Bob Prophet, and he would then contact 

you.  MA7C needs your name and details to identify who has or has not responded and to correct 

our own records, which will enable the Secretary to contact you. 

 

The Surviving Austin 7 Register (MA7C)  

 

Name: ............................................................................ Tel: ...........................................................  

Address: …........................................................................................................................................  

............................................................................................................. Post Code: …….………….. 

 

 Car 1  Car 2  Car 3  Car 4   Car 5  

Chassis Number           

Original Registration 

Number 

     

Engine Number      

Body Number      

Date of First 

Registration 

     

Model      

Colour      

Current Registration  

Number 

     

 

It is assumed that you and the cars listed above are members of MA7C.  If not, please advise 
accordingly.  If the original number has been lost, sold or scrapped, please say so.  If you are 
fortunate enough to own more than 5 Austin 7s, please copy the above form as necessary. 

 

Return the form to: rbremnersmith@uwclub.net or by snail mail to: R Bremner-Smith, Tanglewood, 

Cleeve Prior, Evesham, Worcester  WR11 8JY 

 

  



STANFORD HALL RALLY 1964 – 2014 by John Ward 

 

Yes, you can do the maths: it's half a century of Austin 7 rallies at Stanford Hall, Stanford on Avon, 

just north east of Rugby.  We, The Midlands Austin 7 Club, will be gathering there again this year on 

Sunday 25th May: details and entry forms can be found in this newsletter. 

 

I hope that all of you members, all 130+ of you, will make a big effort to be there on the day with 

your Austin 7s either driven or, if that is not possible, on a trailer.  If you have more than one car, 

seek help from a friend and try to get them all there. 

 

The first rally in 1964 was not a MA7C event.  It was part of the 750 Motor Club's activities and, in 

those days, the Club around the Country was organised in Centres; the local one was the Midland 

Centre.  As well as 750 Special races and sprints, other members were interested in trials and driving 

tests.  That year was the Midland Centre's turn and the local secretary, Brian Halliday, was organising 

it. 

 

By that time the Austin Seven Register had been formed and became active largely as a result of 

rallies held at Beaulieu.  After the 1963 Rally, I acquired a 1928 Chummy which I restored and 

managed to get to a standard good enough to finish 3rd in the Showroom Class in 1964. 

 

Over '63/'64 I became involved with the Midland Centre and got to know Brian very well.  He had a 

chrome rad two seat tourer which I think he used as daily transport.  I recall that I went to Mallory 

Park's 750 Race Meeting in the Chummy and met up with Brian there.  He explained about the driving 

tests at Stanford Hall and said that there was so much space that we could hold an A7 rally there. 

 

An event took place at the side of the Hall along the track near the River Avon.  Austin 7s were lined 

up on the left hand side and I think that we had two rows and probably over 20 cars.  The other side 

were the driving tests.  Unexpectedly, Brian had got hold of a tankard complete with the 750MC 

badge which he awarded to Brenda and me in the Chummy – a bit introspective looking back on it! 

 

In those days, the Cave family were at the Hall and had been for yonks.  We dealt with Lady Dorothea 

Braye who seemed to arrange things "in the park" and we discovered that we fell into the category of 

her "public".  Lord Braye became more involved in later rallies. 

 

Largely as a result of this rally, the local names on the Austin Seven Register gathered together to 

form The Midlands Register Group meeting with The Midland 750 Centre.  Over the winter '64/'65, 

the group expanded and became quite active. There were no driving tests in 1965 so a purely Austin 

7 rally was held at Stanford Hall and has continued there each year ever since. 

 

I am researching cars and people who were involved in the 1964 event and I hope to get some names 

and car details and perhaps some photos which we can reproduce.  Hopefully, these will be available 

at the rally or for the next Newsletter. 

 

So, Brem is in charge on 25th MAY.  I hope to see A7s and their owners old and new at the event.  I 

ask you all to make the effort to be there with your A7 and let's have a great day. 

 

  



 

50th MA7C Stanford Hall Rally 
Sunday 25th May 2014 

 
All Austin 7s will be most welcome.  The Rally will open at 11.00 am and the presentation of trophies 

will take place at 4.00 pm.  A trophy will be presented, as usual, for the best cake baked by a 

gentleman (Rule 1: No assistance from Wags!). 

 

Entrants will have to pay the £5 per person entrance fee at the gate in order to enter the Stanford Hall 

grounds.  This does not include entry to the Hall itself, which costs an additional £3 per person if 

required.  Entries received before Thursday 8th May will receive a free Anniversary Rally Plaque: 

entries received after 8th May will be charged £3 for a plaque.  Stanford Hall is situated off the B5414, 

2 miles from the A5, 6 miles NE of Rugby, near junctions 18 and 20 of M1 and junction 1 of M6. 

 
ENTRY FORM for the Stanford Hall Rally - 25th May 2014 

 

Name: ............................................................... A7 Model: ……........................................... 

 

Address: ........................................................... Reg No: ……............................................... 

 

     .......................................................... Year: ................ 

 

      .......................................................... Tel (home): .......................... (mob): …….. 

 

Class: 1. Black Rad: ......... 2. Chrome Rad: ........ 3. Cowl Rad: ......... 4. Sports: ......... 5. Van: ......... 

 

6. Special: .......... 

 

Please tick as appropriate 

 

I will/will not be bringing an autojumble stall (Delete as applicable and enclose the £10 fee per stall if necessary)           

 

2013 winners are asked to return their trophies by Club Night on 23rd April 2014 
 

ALL ENTRANTS DO SO AT THEIR OWN RISK AND MUST HAVE CURRENT ROAD TAX & 

INSURANCE ON THEIR VEHICLE 

 

Please return this form asap to:  
 

R Bremner-Smith, Tanglewood, Cleeve Prior, Evesham, Worcester  WR11 8JY 

  



 

 

 

Bring your very useful (but not needed by you) Austin 7 spares or any 

automobilia etc.  If you don’t have any of these, bring your wallet to 

purchase these items as they are very useful and a good investment. 

All vendors are asked to ensure that items are identified and labelled with 

the reserve price.  Any items not labelled will be sold and proceeds will go 

into club funds. 

Vendors are requested to collect any unsold items at the end of the 

auction, please (can’t imagine that there will be any unsold items!). 

As usual, the Bring & Buy will be held at the Old Silhillians starting at 

approximately 8.30 pm. 

                                                                   

  



 

Hanbury Hall Rally 

2014 
Sunday 20th July 2014  

Midlands Austin 7 Club Ltd 
 

 

You are invited to enter a Rally at Hanbury Hall in Worcestershire.  Built in 1701 by Thomas Vernon, 

a lawyer and Whig MP for Worcester, Hanbury Hall is a beautiful country house.  Inside, a mix of 

interiors wait to be discovered, including the stunning staircase wall paintings by Sir James Thornhill 

which underwent major restoration work in 2010 and look magnificent.  Surrounding the house are 

eight hectares (20 acres) of re-created early 18th Century gardens and 162 hectares (400 acres) of 

parkland.  Features include the intricately laid out parterre, fruit garden, grove, orangery, orchard and 

bowling green.  A walk around the park will lead you into the surrounding countryside. 

 

Entry to the Rally costs £7 and includes entry to the house and gardens (on production of either NT 

card or MA7C card) and a souvenir rally plaque.  The rally field is open from 11 am until 5 pm and 

entrants are free to come and go as they wish.  There is a shop on site and a restaurant provides 

lunches and meals. 

 

A self-judging concours will be held for the classes shown below.  All vehicles must have insurance. 

Only vehicles entered before 30th June will be included in the entry list. 

  

How to find Hanbury Hall (WR9 7EA, Map ref: Sheet 150: SO 943637): 

 

 From M5 exit 5 follow A38 to Droitwich; from Droitwich travel along B4090 for 4 miles 

 Follow the signpost off the B4091 Hanbury Road from the A38 near Avoncroft 

 

Car Classes: 

 

1. Austin 7 Black Rad    2. Austin 7 Chrome Rad   3. Austin 7 Painted Rad (Ruby)   4. Non Austin 7 

 

To enter, send your completed form with remittance to: Andy Lowe, 38 Kingswood Road, West 

Heath, Birmingham  B31 4RP.  Please enclose a SAE if you require confirmation of entry.  Please 

make your cheque payable to MA7C Ltd.  If you require further information, please contact Andy 

Lowe on 0121 477 0547 or by e-mail: andylowe@fsmail.net  

 

Hanbury Hall Rally, Sunday 20th July 2014 Entry Proforma: 

  

Name: …………………………………………….. Vehicle make: ……….………………………...  

 

Address: ………………………………………….. Registration No: …….………………………… 

 

   ………………………………………….. Year & Model: ………………………………... 

 

Tel No (Optional): ……………………………..… Class entered: …………….……………………  

 

Entry complete □ Entry fee enclosed □  SAE enclosed, if confirmation required □ 

  



 
  



 


