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                                         Austin 1 
 
                                       (With Thanks to The Lavender Line) 



                      The Officers of the Club   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mulling over the minutes..    
 
Spares Secretary's Report 

 .  Arthur reported that he had collected more spares from John Barlow but 
that spares sales had been slow – inevitable at this time of year. 

 He told the meeting that the Grey Mag from its start to almost the present 
day was now available on a single CD: it was agreed that a couple of copies 
could be stocked in the shop.  

Regalia Secretary's Report 
 

 Sheila reported that she had completed the end of year stock check which 
she gave to Ian for the accounts. Also woven badges were being looked into. 

Future Events 
 

 The Chairman outlined and the Committee discussed future Club dates and 
dates of events to which clubs had been invited; the confirmed details are: 
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 Wed 27 Feb 13: Club Evening: Noggin 'n Natter and film night) 
 Wed 27 Mar 13: Club Evening: SPEAKER 
 *Sun 14 Apr 13: A7CA Committee Meeting at Gaydon 
 *Sun 21 Apr 13: Drive It Day (nationwide but event in Birmingham) 
 Wed 24 Apr 13: Club Evening, BRING and BUY 
 *27/28 Apr 13: "Wartime in the Cotswolds" at Badsey (primarily a military 

event) 
 Sun 28 Apr 13: Cotswold Run 
 *Sat 18 May 13: Worcester Motor Festival 
 Sun 26 May 13: Stanford Hall Rally 
 *Mon 27 May 13: Bideford Gliding Club Wings and Wheels; other clubs such 

as Bugatti and MG will be there - money raised for the benefit of Acorns 
 Wed 29 May 13: Club Evening: Noggin 'n Natter 
 *Sat 8 Jun 13: Open event at Pershore College 
 *Sun 16 Jun 13: Event at Coughton Court 
 *Sun 16 Jun 13: Classic Vehicle Day at Gloucester Warwick Railway, 10 am – 4 

pm at Toddington Station  GL54 5DT.  Contact Jim Clarke on 01243 373788 
or by e-mail on jim@clarkeuk.net for entry form. 

 Wed 26 Jun 13: Club Evening: Rally Evening – RV at Fleur de Lys, 
Lowsonford? 

 *Sat 29 Jun 13: Sambourne Village Fête 
 *13/14 Jul 13: Stourport Steam Rally 
 Sun 21 (or 14 or 7) Jul 13: Longbridge Rally at a National Trust property 

(Baddesley Clinton or Packwood) 
 Wed 31 Jul 13: Club Evening: Noggin 'n Natter 
 *Mon 26 Aug 13: Pershore Plum Festival 
 Wed 28 Aug 13: Club Evening: Noggin 'n Natter 
 Sun 15 Sep 13: Club Rally at Middleton Hall 
 *Sun 15 Sep 13: Classic Vehicle Day at Gloucester Warwick Railway, 10 am – 4 

pm at Toddington Station  GL54 5DT.  Contact Jim Clarke on 01243 373788 or by 
e-mail on jim@clarkeuk.net for entry form.      

 
 
Editors comment. 
 By the way if you have given me something and I have forgotten to print it 

don't get huffy!  
      PLEASE give me a reminder, verbal or e mail.   

          The deadline is now set at the 15th of each month.  
 
     
          Bring and buy APRIL 24th, sort out your spares now!            



 
 
February    

Wed 27 Feb :      Club Evening: Noggin 'n Natter  (FILM NIGHT) 
March 

      Wed 27th Mar : Club Evening: SPEAKER: John McCartney, an ex-
Serviceman who suffered from PTSD, left the Army and restored a Stag which 
he drove across USA to raise money for Combat Stress. 

 
April 

Sun 14th    Apr :   A7CA Committee Meeting at Gaydon 
Sun 21st     Apr :   Drive It Day (See press release later in mag.) 

     Wed 24th   Apr :   BRING and BUY 
           Sun 28th    Apr :   Cotswold Run 
May 

Sun 26th   May :   Stanford Hall Rally 
Wed 29th   May :   Club Evening: NOGGIN & NATTER 

June 
Wed 26th   Jun :   Club Evening: Rally Evening? 

July 
Sun 7th      Jul :    National Trust House Rally (venue tbc) 
 
Wed 31st    Jul :            Club Evening: Club Evening Run 

August 
 
Wed 28th   Aug :   Club Evening: NOGGIN & NATTER 

September 
Sun  15th   Sept :                        Possible Middleton Hall rally  

          Wed 25th     Sept :   AGM      
October 
        Sun  20th     Oct:               Autumn Leaves Run 

Sun 27th     Oct :              NEC 
Wed 30th    Oct :            Club Evening: Bring and Buy 

November 
          Wed 27th   Nov : Club Evening: SPEAKER 
 
 NB. The Committee has decided to hold a Rally at Middleton Hall, southwest of 
Tamworth (B78 2AE) on Sunday 15 September 2013.  Members are asked to let the 
Chairman or Secretary know by the middle of March whether or not they are interested in such 
a Rally.  If the response is good, we will confirm the provisional booking and issue 
instructions for the day.   
Look at Middleton Hall's website (http://www.middleton-hall.co.uk) to see the attractions." 



Chair Chat   

Just a short one this month, you should be pleased!!     The calendar is filling up fast,  do keep up to 
date with your diaries. We missed so many events last year thanks to the dreadful  weather,  it 
would be a shame to miss some of the interesting new events this year, one of which is detailed 
below, on the May Bank Holiday, Monday.         Fortunately it’s right on our door step which will be 
useful after the long run up to the Stanford Hall Rally on the previous day.  We will be including entry 
forms in the newsletter for both events closer to the dates.                                                                                
 Please also note in our calendar, there have been some changes to dates, in particular the 
‘Longbridge Rally’,  at Baddesley Clinton (National Trust) is on 21st July (This was confirmed after 
your Editor passed this newsletter to me to add this Chair Chat).  Similarly the Restoration Show has 
moved to 27th October which means the Autumn Leaves Run will have to move to 20th October. The 
advantage to MA7C is that the clocks will not have gone back, so we get an extra 73 minutes  to 
travel home in daylight,  the disadvantage .......the autumn leaves may not be quite so colourful!       
 Just over eight weeks to put all those bits strewn around the garage, back together for the 
Cotswold Run on 28th April........ Get assembling!        ATB     Brem 

Bidford Gliding and Flying Club are holding a Classic Wings and Wheels day on 

Bank Holiday Monday May 27th, at Bidford Airfield near Stratford on Avon. The event is in aid of 
Acorns Childrens Hospices, who look after terminally ill children.                                                                                                          
 Anyone with a classic or interesting car will be very welcome to come and park in a special 
enclosure on the airfield, and a number of interesting aeroplanes are expected to fly in.       At 
lunchtime the aircraft park will be open so that everyone can get a close look at the planes and chat 
with their pilots.                                                                                                                                                 
 Although there will not be a formal flying display, undoubtedly some pilots will be unable to 
resist the temptation to do a barrel roll or a loop. There will be a raffle, with prizes that will 
include a trial lesson in a glider or in a motor glider; a bouncy castle for children, and a barbecue in 
the evening.                                                                                                                                                      
 VSCC members are particularly welcome, if you plan to attend please let Bidford know. Your 
contact is Chris Drewett on drewettcj@btinternet.com 

News from the FBHVC 

Beware! 
The DVLA is warning motorists to check the Certificate of Entitlement (V750) 
when purchasing a personalised registration (number plate) from a private seller 
after 900 blank certificates were stolen. Motorists are advised not to purchase 
the registration number if the serial number of the V750 certificate falls 
within the range 5930101 to 5931000. The serial number can be found in the 
top right corner of the certificate. Ed 
For those of you on the internet the FBHVC would like you, the owners of 
classic cars, motorcycles, commercial and military vehicles, to take part in a 
survey.   The questionnaire will help to maintain our freedom to use “yesterdays 
vehicles on tomorrows roads “. For details http://tinyurl.com/8cpqxvf 

mailto:drewettcj@btinternet.com�


 
Austin 1 ………From front cover.            
 
 
I saw this engine on a TV progamme about the trains  
of Wales and wondered if anyone in the club, or their  
relatives, remember this lovely little train at the  
Austin Works.  
Also my thanks to the Lavender Line, Isfield Station,  
Nr Uckfield,  East Essex for the information.  
If you want to see more visit their website. 
 
Austin1 is a 0-6-0 saddle tank built in 1932 at the Kitson and Co works in Leeds; she is 
one of three Austin’s built and remains the sole survivor. She was delivered brand new 
at the Austin motor works and adopted the name from the owners and staff at the works. 

After working all its life at the Austin motor works in Longbridge she was finally rescued 
in the autumn of 1973 and was purchased by the Burtonwood Brewery on behalf of the 
Flint and Deeside Railway Society. After a short spell out of traffic she was back to 
working condition and renamed the Burtonwood brewer in honour of the brewer who 
had paid for the restoration and fitting of vacuum brakes. She was then transported to 
the Llangollen railway in North Wales where she played a key role in the running of the 
line as she was the only working steam engine at the railway for some time! In 1994 
after running for many years at the Llangollen railway as one of only three working 
engines she was leased out to the Churnet valley railway, then the Chinnor and Princes 
Risborough Railway where she was finally taken out of traffic for a full overhaul ready for 
the next few years of her life. 

By 2002 she was completed and freshly painted into great western colours lined in red 
to represent the Llangollen railway and finally found her way to the lavender line in late 
2002. It was decided at the time that just one steam motive power wasn’t enough to 
cope with the running of steam every weekend, so the decision was made to hire in 
Austin 1 to work along side our resident loco Blackie. Together they managed to keep 
steam motive power running for 75% of Sundays in a month leaving just one day a 
month for diesels! 

Austin 1 stayed at Isfield for 5 years working almost without fault and really proved to 
be an extremely reliable and economical engine. But by the autumn of 2007 her 
boiler ticket was out of date and she made her long journey back to Llangollen where 
she had a complete overhaul.  

UPDATE    Austin 1’ returned to the Lavender line in the spring of 2011 after a 
complete overhaul at her home sheds in Llangollen. After a series of trial runs at 
the Llangollen railway in Wales ‘Austin 1’ was placed straight into service replacing 
Birkenhead. She was seen on all Lavender line steam days throughout 2012.  

Hopefully you will be able to see her in 2013. ED 



                

                                        NEC Revisited. 

It seems a very long time since the Club had a stand at the Classic Car 
Show at the NEC  

This year Keith and I visited the MA7C stand but unfortunately I did not take any 
photos of the stand. I could not resist taking some nostalgic photos of the Austin 
Counties stand. Remembering holidays in years gone by. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NEC Classic Car Show 
We entered the Classic Car Show as the 2011 show ended, but during the year there are forms to 
complete and return; and members to organise, with their cars, and equipment to get ready. 
Arthur and I collected the carpets from Ian’s lock up on the Wednesday night and I had already 

been into the NEC site to buy carpet tape. 
Early on the Thursday morning the 
volunteers gathered 1st to lay the carpets then 
arrange the cars. I had managed to leave the 

carpet tape at home and had to walk over the 
Buildbase to buy some more (still, we now have 

 



this years!) The Pre-War club were next to us and we were right next to the autojumble.  
The Pre-War had a range of cars on display and we backed on to their arch and back drop. We 
had decided to display a range of vans.  
This was derailed at the last moment when Mervyn was not well and Arnold Crowe suggested at 
short notice another van. David Wilkes quickly stepped in to the breach and brought his 1923 C 
window van. This actually meant we displayed the range of vans with Peter Walsh’s Box van and 
Hazel Purcell’s Ruby van. Each of them had a delightful display in the back, which received 
much favourable comment. Even The Secret Autojumbler from CMM magazine comment on 
them in his article. 
 The show was vast this year with 11 halls to visit, laid out in a U shape. Over the weekend I 
managed to cover 17 ½ miles as my pedometer confirmed. Don’t always realise how far you 
walk. I had just got back from the far end of the show and visiting the Marriners in hall 12 on the 
VW camper stand; when the organiser announced “ If you need tickets for the prize presentation 
please collect them from their stand in hall 9” I set off again! 
The presentation is held in The Hilton nearby with Simon Taylor keeping it all very light hearted. 
We were not noticed by the judges this year. However the 90 years event at Warwick was runner 
up in the Classic and Sportscar Magazine awards for Best Club Show/Event. This fact would not 
have been noticed unless we had attended as they only show the winners in their website and 

magazine. 
Around the show were other Austin 7’s on various stands to spot. Most of the Classic cars were 
represented and even some you hadn’t thought of. There were lots of suppliers with every 
conceivable accessory and extra. There was an Auction for the first time this year and the 
vehicles were on display, but the crush around them during the actual auction was probably best 
avoided. The prices were reported as good. Perhaps folks got carried away with the enthusiasm 
of the show. As well as the vans we showed Ron Rudge’s Box saloon and Paul Cooper’s 
Supersport We used the club display stand for the basis of our sales display. Thanks to Roger 
Price for looking after it and bring it along to the previous club meeting. Sheila had provided us 
with a range of items to sell and the junior assistants did their best. 

 
 



Altogether 27 members attended the show over the 4 days and gave their time freely to man the 
sales and meet and talk to the visitors. It takes time to prepare and bring the cars to the show and 

for members to every thing ready. The 
club of course, get to come in early (!!) 
and miss the crowds and queues to get in. 
There were visitors from all over the 
country and visitors from Europe and 
Ireland, and no doubt other countries as 
well.  These few pictures give an idea of 
the work of setting up. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Bugatti vice was on display and is perhaps 
sobering to think that it costs more than some Austin 
7’s and it’s a replica! Still at 5 pm on the Sunday, 
when the horns signalled the end of the show for 
another year; it was a weary group who rapidly 
packed away for another year, secure in the 
knowledge we had entered next years show (2013) 
Thanks to everyone who attended and gave their 
time so feely. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PS : Since the show it was announced that the organisers had closed their Birmingham office 
and sacked the staff we had worked so successfully with. They say the show will be the same this 
year, but who knows what the future holds. 
 
 
BY Andy Lowe 
 



Last Months Alternative Bring and Buy 
 
 Did anyone manage to get out of the Alternative Bring and Buy without 
spending anything or taking home something they really didn't know 
they needed?  
Well done to every one involved and the good thing was it raised about 
£90 for the club. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
         Some of the action! 
 
 
 
*************************** 
 
 

                   
 
 
 
 

 

 

To continue the railway theme from earlier,  
 
GWR Classic Vehicle Days at Toddington Station GL54 5DT; dates Sun 16th June and 
Sun 15th Sept. Time 10.00 to 16.00 hrs 
Contact Jim Clarke on 01243 373788 or by Email on jim@clarkeuk.net for entry form. 
 



 
DRIVE IT DAY                                         Press Release 
Sunday 21 April 2013 
 
Drive It Day encourages our 500-plus club members and supporters plus other historic vehicle enthusiasts 
to use yesterday’s two, three, four or more wheeled vehicles for a day to celebrate the UK’s transport 
heritage at its finest. All owners of historic cars are encouraged to take to the roads on the 21 April to 
demonstrate how many historic and interesting machines are still on the road today. 
 
Most FBHVC members already have planned to make the most of this day by using the public roads, 
meeting at local venues, places of interest, including museums such as Beaulieu, National Trust and 
heritage properties, transport cafes, like the Ace, local beauty spots or even car parks. 
 
The FBHVC team will be attending a number of the many events. In particular they will have an 
attendance at the Heritage Motor Centre in Gaydon, which is home to the world’s largest collection of 
British historic cars. Centrally positioned Gaydon would make a good start point, intermediate waypoint 
to visit en-route, or an excellent location to finish a day’s run.  
In support of Drive it Day, the Heritage Motor Centre will offer a special admission price of £5 for 
museum entry for those arriving in historic vehicles. In addition a discounted rate will be offered for the 
Land Rover Experience. This is a ride, as a passenger, through the steep and twisting multi-terrain track, 
either in a modern Discovery or an early Series III. 
Notes for editors 
Drive It Day began in 2005 to celebrate the running of the 1000 mile trial which began on 23 April 1900. 
‘Drive It Day’ is a registered as a trade mark of the FBHVC. 
The Federation of British Historic Vehicle Clubs works closely with a wide range of organisations and 
government departments to retain the freedom to use historic vehicles on the UK’s roads. The FBHVC 
has over 500 organisations as members representing over 255,000 individual owners. 
For further information contact the Federation office Tel: 01865 400845, email secretary@fbhvc.co.uk or 
the FBHVC director for heritage, culture and museums, Keith Gibbins Tel: 01732 454289 email: 
keith.gibbins@btinternet.com 
 

 
********************************************************** 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Great fun for Austin Sevens (Standard to Special) 
 
The Grasshopper Challenge series comprises seven, mainly single site, trials events per year.  
The events are scattered across the country giving a chance for all members, wherever they live, 
to tackle at least some trials motoring.   

 



The events are suitable for all types of Austin Seven (including standard ones) and provide a 
pleasant and very user-friendly introduction to trialling.  The emphasis is on a fun day out with 
the opportunity to test your driving skills and see if you can improve throughout the day. 
 
2013 Calendar 
 
Date Event Location 
24 Mar MG Car Club Midland Centre Spring Trial.  Entry forms 

on www.mgcars.org.uk/mgccmidlandcentre 
Lintridge Farm, Nr Ledbury 

28 Apr 750 Motor Club Cobham Trial Cobham Park, Surrey 
16 Jun PDVCC Summer Trial Haslingden, Lancashire 
25 Aug Morgan Sports Car Club Linmog Summer Trial Walcot, Alkborough, Lincolnshire 
29 Sep MG Car Club Midland Centre Autumn Trial Burton Dassett, nr Gaydon, Warwickshire 
20 Oct PDVCC Autumn Trial Bolton Abbey, nr Skipton 
28 Dec PWA7C The Dave Wilcox Memorial Trial Butts Quarry, Ashover, Chesterfield 

 
Most of the events do not involve any road mileage although the PDVCC events may have short 
road sections between the hills.  Entries for the trials will typically close one week before the date 
of the event.  However, organisers appreciate receiving entries in good time. 
Championship Scoring 
 
The scoring for the Challenge is based upon merit.  A standard car has as equal a chance of 
winning as does a trials special.  The scores for each event are; 

Class win: 3 points + 1 point for starting = 4 
Class 2nd: 2 points + 1 point for starting = 3 
Class 3rd: 1 point + 1 point for starting = 2 
All starters: 1 point 

The Challenge is open to all members of a recognised Austin Seven Club.  Registration is free; 
please send an email to Nigel Glover at nigelglover03@gmail.com to express interest, indicating 
whether or not your Austin Seven is standard.  All participants are invited to the Pre-War Austin 
7 Club's own Motor Sport Section awards day in January. 
Car Preparation 
 
Some basic safety preparations have to be completed before your first trial.  These include 
securing the battery, installing a second throttle return spring, fitting a fire extinguisher (1.75 litre 
minimum capacity) and carrying a spill kit (see www.holden.co.uk or www.demon-
tweeks.co.uk).  In addition, a tyre pressure gauge and foot pump will be useful. 
Other Austin Seven Trials 
 
 
Other similar trials such as the Thistle Trial and Cold Turkey Trial organised by the 750 Motor 
Club are suitable for Austin Sevens.  The Pre-War Austin 7 Club website will be updated shortly 
with details.  If you know of any other single venue trials suitable for Austin Sevens, please let us 
know. 
 
 
********************************************************** 
 



Update from across “the pond”! 
 
Readers will remember the story last year of the terrible handling problems experienced by 
Hans Deamer in his Austin 7 in Rhode Island, USA.  He has written again to say: 
Trolling through the Internet last week, I found the two summer 
2012 editions of the very nicely done Midlands Austin Seven Club 
newsletter, which carried articles about my adventures with my 
Austin Ulster replica/special. Thought you might be interested in 
another update.  Fitting an electric fuel pump back near the fuel 
tank completely cured the fuel vaporisation problem I had, while 
fabrication and addition of a stabiliser bar to the front axle, 
pivoting from one of the radius arm mountings on the chassis and 
bolted at the front to the dropped section of the axle forging has 
reduced the dramatic front axle twist seen on braking, made 
worse by the hydraulic brakes fitted. 
I attended the NEC Classic Car and Bike Show in November and 
visited the Austin Seven Clubs stand, really enjoying the display of 
vans with their produce and seeing "Custard" and several other 
Ulsters at the show. Also visiting the Reliant Club stand, I was 
able to source a cast aluminium rocker cover made by one of the 
guys involved in tuned versions of the aluminium 750 four, to 
replace the horrible thin pressed steel original... they get so badly 
distorted, stopping oil leaks becomes virtually impossible, plus the 
cast cover reduces tappet noise.  "Reliant" is cast into the cover, 
and I am machining this off and polishing the cover so it should 
look really nice once fitted. 
 
Attached are a couple more photos.... one of my  

girl friend, Susan, in the car in Newport, Rhode Island,  

and another two showing the engine compartment.  
 
Thanks again for the advice from your members.....  
 
Best regards 
Hans Deamer 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

And another story from the USA. 

Also from the USA. 



Also from the USA…. 

This man Owned & Drove Same Car for 82 years. Just thought you would 
like to see it. 

Can you imagine having the same car for 82 years!  "How Long Have You 
Owned a Car?"  
Mr. Allen Swift (Springfield, MA) received this 1928 Rolls-Royce Piccadilly-
P1 Roadster from his father,  
brand new - as a graduation gift in 1928! 
He drove it up until his death last year ... at the age of 102!  
He was the oldest living owner of a car that was purchased new.  
  
It was donated to a Springfield museum after his death. 
It has 1,070,000 miles on it, still runs like a Swiss watch, dead silent at any 
speed and is in perfect cosmetic condition.   
That's approximately 13,048 miles per year (1087 per month).   

  
 
                                      

 
 
********************************************************************************************* 
 

Your Club needs YOU to  
sort out your spares and bring them  
to the Bring and Buy on APRIL24th. 
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