
                                                                                                                                    
 
           
 
  
  
                                         
 
 
                                                                                        
 
 
                        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                         Kite flying  …………    What kite?     
                  Should have gone to  Specsavers!        
 

October 2013 



 
The Officers of the Club   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
October 
        Sun  20th     Oct:   Autumn Leaves Run 
           Sun 27th     Oct :     NEC ( if you wish to participate on the MA7C stand                                                             

                               Please contact Andy Lowe    0121 477 0547 or 
                               see him  at club night . Advert later in mag.  

           Wed 30th    Oct :  Club Evening: Bring and Buy 
November 
          Wed 27th   Nov :  Club Evening: SPEAKER                
December 
            Wed 11th Christmas Party, Old Silhillians  
                Book your places with Elaine Devey  
  

PRESIDENT: John Ward, Well House, Milcote Road, Weston on Avon Warwickshire CV3 8JX Tel: 01789 751175 
CHAIRMAN: R Bremner-Smith (Brem), Tanglewood, Cleeve Prior, Evesham, Worcs. WR11 8JY Tel: 01789 773758 
  Email : rbremnersmith@uwclub.net   
SECRETARY: Bob Prophet, Soley’s Orchard, Rectory Rd, Upton-upon Severn, Worcs, WR8 0LX Tel: 01684 592509 
  E-mail:   rsprophet@tiscali.co.uk   
TREASURER: Ian Devey, 25 Robin Hood Crescent, Hall Green, Birmingham, B28 0BN Tel: 0121 244 7409 
 Email:  devey777@gmail.com       NEW EMAIL  
SOCIAL SEC: Elaine Devey 25 Robin Hood Crescent, Hall Green, Birmingham, B28 0BN Tel: 0121 244 7409 
EDITOR: Lesley Marriner, 202 Ashby Rd, Hinckley, LE10 1SW. Tel: 01455 636926 
  Email:  marrinerkl@yahoo.co.uk   
MEMBERSHIP: John Roberts, 18 Oaktree Lane, Cookhill, Warwickshire, B49 5LH Tel: 01789 765349 
SPARES: Arthur Davies, 164  Crabtree Lane, Bromsgrove, B61 8PH Tel: 01527 872908 
REGALIA: Sheila Turner, Rowan Cottage, Ilminton Road, Blackwell, Shipston on Stour, CV36 4PE Tel: 01608 682463 
   
D.V.L.A.Sec Bob Bickley, 78 Pamela Rd, Northfield, Birmingham, B31 2QH (Before 9.00p.m.) Tel: 0121 6249654 
WEB MASTER Rick Bishop, Home Straight, 4 Reynard Close, Redditch B97 6PY Tel: 01527 404946 

Club Registered 
Address in 
England & Wales 

Email:  rick.bishop@virgin.net   
 
 
Midlands Austin Seven Club Ltd. 25, Robin Hood Crescent, Hall Green, B’ham B28 0BN Reg No 6803165 

These are the present committee members. If you have a query please contact one of them as 
they are here for you. 
 
Opinions expressed in the magazine are those of their authors and do not necessarily represent the views of 
the Committee or Members 
Meetings held the last Wednesday of the month, Old Silhillians Rugby Club, Knowle 
(Jct 5 M42) 



 
 
 
After four months pleading, I still only have a 57% response for the Surviving 
Austin 7 Register.         Do I have to resort to naming names in the November 
Newsletter?       What is so difficult about finding your car(s) V5C and taking a trip 
into the garage  to check the numbers  against the numbers on the car(s) and 
sending or emailing me the details.     5 numbers (6 if it has been reregistered) a 
model name and a colour (....../Black as a general rule)  Surely that’s no harder than 
the 11 Plus!!!    
                               Action this day, please  
 
The third Warwickshire Wander Re-run was organised by Peter and Mary Walsh. 
Whilst there were disappointingly few participants, we all enjoyed a first class day 
with weather to match. We assembled just outside Warwick for teas, coffees and 
biscuits and for each crew to be presented with childs kite. We set off at about 
11o’clock for Avon Dassett Hills, where we launched these variously coloured 
kites, much to the amusement of ourselves and other members of the public who 
wandered over to see the cars and and a bunch of mad motorists flying their kites!! 
From there via some interesting lanes we wandered to the Blue Lias Inn at 
Stockton on the Grand Union canal, where we enjoyed an excellent lunch, which 
was served remarkably quickly considering the numbers present. From there we 
continued our wanderings back to the Walshs’ where we were treated to an 
excellent tea. Four 7s, a 12 and three moderns and their passengers had a great days  
motoring.             

Numbers for the Autumn Leaves Run appear light with less than a 
week to go. Maybe you are waiting to see the weather forecast on Saturday. If you 
are thinking of going give me a buzz or there may not be enough route guides.  
There will be also a new trophy for the winner of the questionnaire. Have you 
booked you tickets for the Restoration Show at the NAC, Stoneleigh and for the 
Classic Car Show at NEC.  Advance tickets for NEC are cheaper and if you hand in 
the tear-off strip to Andy Lowe on the stand, the club funds gain £1. 
Following the AGM, the committee will be looking at the pros and cons of 
Standing Orders or BACS for the payment of subs which was to subject that raised 
the greatest reaction from the floor.  
Watch this space, but change assuming  it is passed, will be for 2014/15.                   
 
That’s all for now.     Brem      



       

 

 

 

 

 

 

           To sort out your spares and bring them to the   

         BRING and BUY    Wednesday 30th OCTOBER 

The success of this event depends on you and is a valuable 
fundraiser for the club, especially if you have items you can 
donate for sale. It could make you some pocket money too. 

Sort out the far-flung corners of your garage and bring your 
items to The Old Silhillians on the 30th.  

***************************************************** 

 

Lesley Marriner 

As we are part of Go Ukulele Crazy ukulele “band” we are out and about quite a lot 
and we chanced upon a gathering of The Online Austin7 Club members at the canal 
at Hugglesford , Staffs, where we were playing. The whole event was part of the 
Heritage  celebrations and was buzzing with so many things going on, on and around 
the canal.  There was a good display of A7s as well as other vehicles. The group 
were showing films in their cinema tent and making passers by welcome. Certainly a 
good place to take your car for a day out, but I am not certain if its an annual 
event? No doubt someone can put me right on that one? Any photos of this event 
gratefully received. I didn`t take any unfortunately I was too busy with my uke!! 



 

                       MA7C Autumn Leaves Run 

              
         A picturesque run around the Cotswolds to enjoy the autumn colours 

with a lunch stop at a suitable hostelry, location tbc  
On Sunday 20 October 2013       At 10.00am prompt     

Start: The Ranch Caravan Park, Honeybourne. WR11 7PR 
By kind permission of Mr and Mrs A Attridge 

Finish: at Blackwell Village Hall CV36 4PE 
By kind permission of Mrs Wendy Mace on behalf of the Blackwell V.H.Committee 

             Because the clocks will have just gone back, the run will be shorter than the Spring Run 
to enable members to get home before their vehicle candles need a match.  

         --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
-- 

        
 
              Car Entry Form 

MA7C Autumn Leaves Run 
Start: 10.00am. Sunday 20th October 2013  

at The Ranch Caravan Park, Honeybourne 
Finish: at Blackwell Village Hall 

           Name: .............................................................. 

Address: .......................................................... 
........................................................................ 
Post Code: .......................Tel: ......................... 
Vehicle Reg: ........................Model: ................. 
Pub Lunch / Picnic  -  Please circle your choice 

        
 
        Return to: R.Bremner-Smith. Tanglewood, Cleeve Prior, EVESHAM 
,           WR11 8JY 

 

 

 

                                          



  By John Anderson and 
Thanks to a recent article in the TR Action the TR Register publication 
which was on the new SAE ratings and the risk of setting fire to your cars 
wiring loom with the new fuses which has happened.  
In Halfords you can buy glass fuses that look similar to the original Lucas 
type BUT the power rating of eg 25 Amp is the running ampage not the blow 
ampage as in the older Lucas parts. This means the new SAE fuse {that is 
slightly longer than the Lucas} say 25 amps are rated by their running current 
not the blow current so will not blow at 25amps but 50amps.  
This is reply (in dark red) was received from Halfords technical dept from an 
enquiry (in blue):  
Customer asks:  
"Older glass fuses were usually marked with a continuous and a blow rating 
eg 12 Amp continuous blow at 25 Amp. NOT MARKED IN THIS WAY 
NOW Fuses to the newer SAE standard are rated by their running current ie. 
25 Amp running blow at much higher power. YES ALL OUR FUSES BLOW 
HIGHER THAN THE RATING.  
I have read of two people with classic Triumph TR's fitting what they thought 
were fuses with blow ratings of 35 Amp were in fact to the newer 
specification SAE of 35 Amp running power. This lead to fires in the wiring 
looms of these cars because the wires were melting before the fuses blew. 
What is exactly the specification of the glass fuses (HFS 146), 25 Amp blow 
or 25 Amp continuous? 25AMP CONTINUOUS THEREFORE BLOWS UP 
TO 200% HIGHER 
You also sell a multipack, HBB 102. What is the spec for these?" ALL FUSES 
THAT ARE MARKED WITH A AMPERAGE ARE CONTINUOUS AND WILL 
BLOW UP TO 200% OF THEIR MARKED AMPERAGE.  
"The customer needs to look at what continuous he needs and the maximum blow, 
for instance if he is looking for what used to be a 17.5 amp continuous fuse 35amp 
blow I would use a 15amp fuse which would blow at a maximum of 30amps, but 
suggest consulting a Auto electrician for advice."  
Tr's 2-4A use 25 amp blow fuses in the fuse box with a 35 amp in-line blow for the 
horn of the 4/4A. Not sure about other models but check handbook. You can get 
replacement fuses to the older spec from Leamoco who have outlets on; Avenue 
Farm Ind Estate, Stratford upon Avon; Vale Park Ind Estate, Evesham;. See 
http://www.leamoco.co.uk/  
The fuses are branded Durite http://www.durite.co.uk/ from Gordon Equipment’s 
in Harwich, Essex.  
The 25 amp blow (12.5 amp continuous) are 32mm long, part number 0-374-25 
and are approx £2.76 for a pack of 10.  



The 35 amp blow (17.5 amp continuous) are 32 mm long, part number 0-374-35 
and are the same price.  
These fuses are a bit longer than the Lucas original but fit fuse holders OK.  
DO NOT FIT HALFORDS 25 AMP OR 35 AMP FUSES BECAUSE THEY 
BLOW AT 50 AND 70 AMP! IF YOU MUST USE HALFORDS THEN USE A 
FUSE APPROX HALF OF RATING YOU NEED 
 
********************************************** 
 
                                          
                                          and                                        
For Sale 
         Motorsport  magazine, 48 years in binders or file boxes  £75 buyer collects 
        Thoroughbred and Classic Car magazine the 1st 11 years in binders £50 buyer                                      
Andy Lowe 0212 477 0547 

 
For Sale 

1930RL Near side door, complete. 
RP 1932/33 front screen, chrome. 
2 “D” rear lights.  For further details 
 John Jones 01684 592553 

Wanted - Pair of 29/31 rear axle tubes, the type with external adjusters please. 
Either purchase or swap other parts.  

   Paul Cooper 01789 750667. 
 
 
************************************************************* 

 
Just a thought from the ED 
 
If you put on your insurance form that you are a club member then you need to be a 
paid up member.      Failure to do so may invalidate your insurance. 
(you of course are the converted, and paid up members!) 
 
There was a lot of discussion about subscriptions at the AGM and the fact 
that they may have to be increased. A two-tier system was mulled over for 
those taking the newsletter by email or posted.  
If you do have any views or solutions to the fund raising problem, call a 
committee member or let me print them.  
Whist we are non profit making we do need money to invest in spares, regalia 
and the magazines. We also need you to give Arthur Davies a ring if there are 
any spares you need. Sheila also has some good items for stocking fillers for 
the MA7C enthusiast. I will put more details of these in next month.  



Baddesley Clinton report  by John Anderson 
 
Picturesque medieval moated manor house and garden and 
22 Austin Sevens  
Baddersley Clinton is an atmospheric house that dates from the 15th century whilst from 
more recent times the Austin 7’s ranged from James Gough’s 1926 award winning 
Chummy …… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

to a number of mk2 Ruby’s…… 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Whilst there is a “ delightful garden with stew ponds and a romantic lake and nature 
walk” the Sevens were assigned to an overgrown field that made them look as though 
they grew there!  Not that this damped spirits as deckchairs came out and for some it 
was a family outing…. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Whilst some may crib at the overgrown grass it was in fact reminiscent of those early 
days when a trip to the country ended in a local field with a picnic. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(the author aged 3 on Highgate Common with ERF 856) 
 
Knowing how often Sevens do not survive the generations (the writer acquired his Ruby 
as Ron’s son (the previous owner) was more interested in drag racing than Ron’s Ruby 
it was pleasing to see Graham Tibbs with Edith in the late Harold’s Seven – with that 
distinctive second wiper. 
 
We also had Paul Tovey with his 2 daughters in his father in laws Box saloon seen at 
the family outing above. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Awards were also made to the author for his 1938 Ruby; 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Not all were able to attend Mark Kershaw’s ’32 Box Saloon 
 had steam coming out of the exhaust on the way back 
 from Beaulieu!!  It turned out to be a split liner in the  
cylinder block –now repaired. 
Not to mention the author getting lost ion the way home (again!). 
  
 

 Many thanks John. I`m sorry but I             

am not sure where this photo went , 

and you thought you had made it 

idiot proof!   Ed 

 

 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

Thanks to The Scottish Austin 7 Club  Meshing Point for this interesting article. 

The 
GLASGOW was the Scots motor manufacturing industry's sole effort in making an 
indigenous tractor, built between 1921 and 1924 by Wallace & Co. (Glasgow) Ltd 
at Paton Street, Cardonald, Glasgow. It was an all-wheel drive three -wheeler. 
Power was a 3 or a 6h.p. Glasgow side-valve or alternatively a 'Burt' sleeve valve – 
all using petrol. Retail price was £450 (It is thought that only two Glasgows survive 
in Britain – one in the Science Museum – the other in the Museum of Country Life 
at East Kilbride.) 



Contact Andrew Lowe ASAP if you want to be involved. 
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 L to  R    

Editor                  Regalia            Spares              Secretary   Chairman    “President”   Treasurer 

Lesley Marriner,  Sheila Turner, Arthur Davies, Bob Prophet , Brem ,      John Ward,   Ian Devey 

We also have John Roberts (membership secretary), Elaine Devey ( social secretary) 

Bob Bickley ( DVLA liaison)   

Peter Walsh receiving the Enthusiasts Award from Brem, for the club member who has 
made an outstanding contribution to the club. (Very well deserved it was too. Ed.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Unfortunately my “Roving Reporters” Angela hawker and John Tibbets were not at the 
AGM, but hopefully they have now received The Editors Award for their contributions to 
the newsletter. It`s just great to receive the articles and photos from their latest 
outings and hopefully you enjoy them too. 

 



Food for thought in the FBHVC News    Ed 

There is much discussion as to what is the future of the “old car” movement when a lot 
of clubs have few or no young members. With this in mind I read an article in the 
FBHVC news about historic vehicle restoration skills training opportunities. 

Apparently the FBHVC have been discussing these opportunities for some time with 
educational and training establishments and commercial interests. They would like to 
see a “National centre of Excellence or a series of training establishments distributed 
geographically, that can provide the necessary basic and accredited specialist skills 
training to ensure our historic vehicle restoration businesses survive and prosper into 
the future.” 

They are pursuing the idea with meetings and the development of a business plan. It is 
believed that the industry will have about 7000 jobs that will need skilled individuals 
over the next five years.  

I commend the idea but, as the wife of a skilled Tinsmith, I wonder if this is too late to 
tap into those who did an old style apprenticeship, who would have the skills and 
experience, but have now retired. Five years hence will the situation be any better? 

When you think of all the skilled workers at Longbridge that have now dispersed, where 
are the instructors for these young people going to come from. If companies had looked 
further ahead and trained enough apprentices to cover the natural wastage then the 
problem may not now be as acute. Part of the reason is that apprenticeships have 
changed in their format. The skills of making things by hand, as well as reproducing 
original components and the associated developments involved, have been lost to 
computer designed and controlled machines and the lack of large scale manufacturing 
in this country.  

The FBHVC also features an article on the Morgan Motor Company, which I must say is 
well worth a visit, and where you can see these valuable skills still being worked with 
apprentices working side by side with their skilled men and women. “Morgan retains a 
highly skilled set of craftsmen and women, most of whom have learnt their trade at the 
factory”. The list of skilled labour mentioned in the article is quite lengthy to mention 
here, but skills which future trainers for this project would need. Morgan seem to have 
got the balance of apprentices right, to continue producing traditionally crafted cars well 
into the future. Some liaison with Morgan may benefit the future ideas of the FBHVC in 
setting up of these training establishments.     

Many thanks to the FBHVC…….. Lesley Marriner              Any comments welcome. 

Now I will get off my “soap box” and remind you, 

The Bring and Buy is on Wednesday 30th October. 

            “One mans junk is another mans treasure”



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

                                         

The Surviving Austin 7 Register 
We would like to remind you of articles that appeared in the2013A edition of the A7CA 
Grey Mag and in the April ’13 MA7C newsletter.   David Baldock is trying to put together 
the up to date material for a new register.  MA7C has been delinquent in responding to this 
request and rather than use their old list, which is at least 8 years old, this form will enable 
both MA7C and A7CA to be right up to the mark.    Please fill in the attached form as fully 
and accurately as possible and return it to Brem, ASAP. 
Only the club name will be shown against your car, NOT your name, so if someone wishes 
to speak to you about your car, he or she would be directed to the Club Secretary, Bob 
Prophet and he would then contact you. 
MA7C needs your name and details to identify who has or has not responded and to correct 
our own records, which will enable the Secretary to contact you. 
The Surviving Austin 7 Register (MA7C) 
Name:.........................................................  Tel:.......................................................... 
Address: 
................................................................................................................................................ 
....................................................................................................................Post 
Code............................ 
 Car 1 Car 2 Car 3 Car 4  Car 5 
Chassis Number 
 

     

Original 
Registration 
Number 

 
 

    

Engine Number 
 

     

Body Number 
 

     

Date of First 
Registration 

     

Model 
 

     

Colour 
 

     

Current 
Registration  
Number * 

     

It is assumed that you and the cars listed above are members of MA7C. If not please advise 
accordingly. 
 If the original number has been lost, sold, scrapped..... 

If you are fortunate enough to own more than 5 Austin 7s, please copy the 
above form as necessary. 

Return to: rbremnersmith@uwclub.net                or by snail mail to: 

        R.Bremner-Smith, Tanglewood, Cleeve Prior, Evesham, Worcs. WR11 8JY 


