
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

September 2010 

Seen at the Scottish Club Rally, a delightful and skilfully created Estate Car 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Club Nights 2010MonthlyMeeting’s   
 29

th
 September 2010 AGM 

 27
th

 October 2010 TBA 

Events 

26
th

 September Stanford Hall Rally (Entry Form in June and July‘s Newsletters) 

24
th

 October Restoration Show, Stoneleigh Park 

31
st
 October MA7C Autumn Leaves Cotswold Amble 

12
th

 to 14
th 

November NEC Classic Car Show 

26
th

 December Boxing Day Run 

Remember to read this list in conjunction with the list in the A7CA Magazine for 

national events. 

Please let the Committee know of any event’s that you go to that you think may 

be of interest to other members, so we can include in the list of events.  

 

Web Site: www.ma7c.co.uk 

 

 

Opinions expressed in the magazine are those of their authors and do not necessarily 

represent the views of the Committee or Members 

Meetings held the last Wednesday of the month, Old Silhillians Rugby Club, 

Knowle (Jct 5 M42) 
 

 

 

                                      COMMITTEE MEMBERS 2009-2010   

PRESIDENT: John Ward, Well House, Milcote Road, Weston on Avon Warwickshire CV3 8JX Tel: 01789 751175 

CHAIRMAN: Andy Lowe, 38 Kingswood Road West Heath, Birmingham, B31 4RP Tel: 0121 477 0547 

  Email : andylowe@fsmail.net   

SECRETARY: Pamela Bishop, “Home Straight” 4 Reynard Close, Redditch, B97 6PY Tel: 01527 404946 

  E-mail: pamela.bishop@yahoo.co.uk   

TREASURER: Ian Devey, 25 Robin Hood Crescent, Hall Green, Birmingham, B28 0BN Tel: 0121 244 7409 

 Email:  the_deveys@yahoo.co.uk   

SOCIAL SEC: Elaine Devey 25 Robin Hood Crescent, Hall Green, Birmingham, B28 0BN Tel: 0121 244 7409 

EDITOR: Vacant Tel:  

  Email :    

MEMBERSHIP: John Roberts, 18 Oaktree Lane, Cookhill, Warwickshire, B49 5LH Tel: 01789 765349 

SPARES: Arthur Davies, 164  Crabtree Lane, Bromsgrove, B61 8PH Tel: 01527 872908 

REGALIA: Sheila Turner, Rowan Cottage, Ilminton Road, Blackwell, Shipston on Stour, CV36 4PE Tel: 01608 682463 

GENERAL: R Bremner-Smith (Brem), Tanglewood, Cleeve Prior, Evesham, Worcs. WR11 8JY  Tel: 01789 773758 

D.V.L.A.Sec John Hamilton, 38 Roman Way Bromsgrove, B61 0DT (Before 9.00p.m.) Tel: 01527 870146 

WEB MASTER Rick Bishop, Home Straight, 4 Reynard Close, Redditch B97 6PY Tel: 01527 404946 

 Email:  rick.bishop@virgin.net   
Club Registered 
Address in 
England & 
Wales Midlands Austin Seven Club Ltd. 25, Robin Hood Crescent, Hall Green, Birmingham B28 0BN 

Registration 
Number: 6803165 



View from the TOPView from the TOPView from the TOPView from the TOP    

    

Well, the next meeting is the AGM and I’m sure we will have a good 

turn out of members to decide the way forward for the next 12 

months. The formal notice of the meeting was in the last Newsletter 

together with your subscription renewal form. I trust you have all 

returned it to John Roberts. 

Progress towards shows continues; I have entered the Club for the 

Restoration Show at NAC Stoneleigh on the 24th October and await 

confirmation of our acceptance to display. The Classic Car Show at 

the NEC is well underway, with members having been invited to 

display their cars. The paperwork to this is quite comprehensive with 

passes to order, press releases, health & safety forms and plans of 

the layout of the stand to return; together with offers of stand 

building, electrics, visual aid equipment and sound equipment to 

deal with. Not just a case of “turn up and enjoy”. Which neatly brings 

me round to the advert for the show included in this newsletter; if 

you read the bottom you will find you can save money on ticket 

prices if you make a decision and buy your tickets early enough. You 

can also benefit the club as they include a stub which allows the 

club to claim back £1 on ticket sales for club funds. 

Over the last month I have been to a wedding in Hull and spent the 

Bank Holiday Monday visiting their museums; especially good was 

the “Streetlife” museum where all kinds of transport are laid out in 

realistic scenes. The veteran cars are in showroom windows along a 

street with trams and buses, commercials are attending the trains 

and rolling stock and the airplane is hanging from the roof. Several 

buildings have been reconstructed including an art deco ice cream 

shop and a local co-op shop. Alongside the museum are William 

Wilberforce’s house, a local history museum and a short walk away, 

a maritime museum, with a trawler and lightship to go over. All this 

for free entry; so if your every up that way and at a loose end….. 

This AGM sees me standing 

down as Chairman and as 

the picture shows from 

2005-6, most of the 

committee are still with me 

and thanks go to them for 

supporting me and you for 

putting up with some crazy 

ideas.  Regards, Andy 



A Bit More Of The Big Seven 
 

Shine A Light. 
 
Some of you may have experienced this dilemma – to chrome or not to 
chrome?  Whilst I can appreciate original things with the rust or patina as 
some people call it,  my car is such a wreck that restoring back to new or 
newish was the preferred option.  This being a delicate balance as making 
everything too shiny sometimes does not look right.  Out of the boxes of bits 
and auto jumble etc I managed to acquire all the parts for Lucas King of the 
Road head and side lights.  The original was chrome all over and as per usual 
seventy plus years of dings and pitted chrome was looking at me.  I read an 
article somewhere that painted bowls could be requested as an option when 
buying from new.  May be this was the answer? 
Why is it when you phone up for re-chroming quotes there is always a sharp 
intake of breath followed by the phrase “It’s not going to be cheap” and then 
you get the lecture.  It’s not the chroming that takes time,  it’s the preparation!!  
After several exasperating phone calls and Rolls Royce style quotes I 
eventually went with a Bristol based company that I’d seen at the restoration 
show,  so four bezels were duly sent off after some minor repair work with 
silver solder to the side lights where the usual cracks around the screw holes 
had formed. One month later they were returned as good as new. 
The bowls were completely stripped,  etched,  filled,  prepared and painted 
black with a coat of clear lacquer.  I am using aerosol cans for the small stuff 
but intend to use cellulose for everything else. At this stage I have no rear 
lights and as there were several variants I have yet to decide which is most 
appropriate. 
I may be preaching to the converted but each generation seems to find a 
wonder product that does what it says on the can.  For my mother it was the 
invention of the mastic gun,  no gap was too large to get the treatment.  For 
my father in-law it was polythene.  He could solve most of life’s problems with 
sheets of the stuff,  in fact he could not understand why they didn’t take rolls 
of it to the moon.  In my case it is stone chip shield.  Last year at a car rally I 
saw a gleaming engine bay on a Big 7.  When I enquired how it was achieved 
the explanation was as follows.  Grind,  sand,  scrape,  shot blast all loose 
rust and treat with rust converter.  Knock out any dings and or repair as 
appropriate and spray on stone chip in the desired colour.  When dry,  over 
paint with your chosen colour.  So far I have done the inside of the radiator 
cowl,  bumper irons,  wing brackets and front outriggers all with excellent 
results,  it genuinely makes a pitted bit of metal look very respectable. 
 
John Richardson 
 

--- oOo --- 
 

The club has now received the new Quill type banner it has 
ordered and this will be appearing at a club night and show near 
you sometime soon. 
 



 
 
 

 
 

 
Avon tyre pressures for the Austin 7. 
Viv had wondered whether the pressures stated in the old Austin 7 Handbook were 

appropriate for the modern Avon Triple Duty Sidecar tyre so often used on Austin 7s today. 

He contacted Avon and the gist of their reply is: 

‘We have no technical data for this tyre being used for this application. 

Motorcycle Technical data states the maximum load carrying capacity for the 

350 x 19 tyre is 230 kg per tyre. We suggest a tyre pressure of 28psi as a starter 

with an increase/decrease of 1 or 2psi dependent upon harshness/softness of 

ride and handling just to fine tune it. In order to prevent any under-inflation 

fatigue or possible bead roll and err on the side of caution the above tyre 

pressures are suggested’. 

This makes the pressure of 30psi, used by Viv, about right. So, 26 to 30psi is suggested. This 

is higher than stated by Austin. Viv has suggested to Avon that, bearing in mind the number 

of Austin 7s in regular use, and the number of them using Avon tyres that perhaps Avon 

should conduct a technical analysis for the various models. In the meantime Viv has reduced 

his tyres to 26psi front and 28psi back. Ride and road holding are now being 

evaluated. 

 

Taken from the Austin Seven Owners Club Newsletter, an article by Viv Orchard 

 

------------ oOo  oOo  oOo  oOo ------------ 
 

LEXICOGRAPHY 

 1.  A bicycle can't stand alone.  It is two tired. 

 2.  A will is a dead giveaway. 

 3.  Time flies like an arrow.  Fruit flies like a rotten apple.  

 4.  A backward poet writes inverse.  

 5.  A chicken crossing the road … poultry in motion. 

  6.  If a clock is hungry, does it go back four seconds? 

 7.  The guy who fell onto an upholstery machine was fully recovered. 

 8. You are stuck with your debt if you can't budge it. 

 9.  He broke into song because he couldn't find the key. 

 10.  A calendar's days are numbered. 

 11.  A boiled egg is hard to beat.  



12.  He had a photographic memory which was never developed. 

 13.  The story of the short fortune-teller who escaped from prison … a small medium at large. 

 14.  Those who get too big for their britches will be exposed in the end. 

 15.  When you've seen one shopping centre you've seen a mall. 

 16.  If you jump off a bridge in Paris, you are in Seine. 

 17.  When she saw her first strands of grey hair, she thought she'd dye. 

 18.  Santa's helpers are subordinate clauses. 

 19.  Acupuncture … a jab well done. 

 20.  Marathon runners with bad shoes suffer the agony of de feet. 

 21.  The roundest knight at King Arthur's round table was Sir Cumference.   

 22.  I thought I saw an eye doctor on an Alaskan island, but it turned out to be an optical 
Aleutian.  

23.  She was only a whisky maker’s daughter, but he loved her still. 

 24.  A rubber band pistol was confiscated from algebra class because it was a weapon of 
math disruption. 

 25.  No matter how much you push the envelope, it will still be stationery. 

 26.  A dog gave birth to puppies in a public place, and was cited for littering. 

 27.  Two silk worms had a race.  They ended up in a tie.  

28.  A hole has been found in the nudist camp wall.  The police are looking into it.  

29.  Atheism is a non-prophet organization. 

 30.  I wondered why the baseball kept getting bigger.  Then it hit me. 

 31.  A sign on the lawn outside the drug rehab centre … 'Keep off the Grass'  

32.  A boy swallowed some coins, and was taken to a hospital.  His mother telephoned to ask 
how he was.  The nurse said, 'No change yet.' 

 33.  Don't join dangerous cults, practice safe sects 

Thanks to Lesley Marriner for this bit of fun. 

The Online Austin 7Club, based in 
Lichfield, are having a run on Sunday 
10

th
 October and invite members to 

join them for the event. It starts from The White Swan pub at Fradley Junction, near 
Curborough Sprint Course. At 10.10am on the 10

th
 day 0f the 10

th
 month in 2010 !!! The 5 



tenth’s run, is going for a run in nice countryside and then going to the Nags Head pub for 
lunch. Give Alan Billington a ring on 0121 308 4336 for more details or if you want to go 

AAuussttiinn  SSeevveenn  CClluubbss  AAssssoocciiaattiioonn  ((AA77CCAA)) 

Meeting on Sunday 18th July  2010 at Gaydon 
 

The twin highlights of the Meeting were undoubtedly Dave Wilcox’s  report of a 
Speedy competing at Le Mans and Phil Baildon’s participation of a great day out 
at Brooklands: 
 

Dave Wilcox provided this fascinating report on his recent A7 experiences at Le 
Mans 
 

The 1934 car belonging to PWA7C and 750 Club member Peter Butler returned to Le Mans 
75 years after appearing there with Barbour and Carr. After a full restoration, the car had 
been race-prepared by Andy Storer and a 9-man team picked to attend the 2010 Classic 
event.  
The car was prepared and scrutineered on Thursday 8th July ready for practice in 
two sessions, day and night, on Friday. The car was in ‘Plateau 1’ for cars dated 
1923 to 1939 and the first round for this group commenced at 9.30 on Saturday 
evening. The second round was at 5.30 am on Sunday morning and final round on 
Sunday afternoon. The car ran faultlessly and achieved a final result of 36th scratch 
and 16th ‘Index of Performance’ within its Plateau of 63 cars. A brilliant result for a 
little Austin Seven against Bentley’s, Bugatti’s Talbot’s, etc, etc. 
 
Phil Baildon reported that the Waite Trophies and the 2 glass cases were taken to the 
Brooklands Re-union on Sunday 27th June together with two of the replica A7 racers. 
Altogether, these made a sparkling display, much praised by the Museum Director, Alan 
Winn. A curious "alternative" Easter 1923 small plated trophy in poor condition was 
brought out of the museum, as donated by Jim Musty.  
 
Ian reported that at the recent National A7 Rally at Beaulieu, he’d provided a Association 
Stand that created a great deal of interest and one as tribute to John Coleman. As a 
further tribute to John, ‘The Car’ was on show and did a brief lap of honoured followed by 
many A7 Adventurers who had been inspired by the famous ‘Coleman Drive’. The car is 
now restored to heath and John’s son Kai is deciding what to do with it. 
 
Robin continues to provide our wonderful Mag – the famous Grey Book (now brown) – 
and Ilke a masterful Association Website. Both call for articles but Ike especially needs 
them in ‘finished form’. 
 
Bob Cross is still labouring away on the next Red Cross Guide – so all inputs very 
welcome. 
 
Gordon Phillips reports a strong call for the Breakdown Register and some additional 
entries but several areas and not yet covered. To ‘square this circle’ its now decided to 
publish what we have and, where there are ‘geographical gaps’ simply put in the 
currently-listed Association Rep – so if you want to change this, contact Gordon quick! 

 



Ideas for 90th Anniversary of the A7 in 2012 are beginning to emerge with the most detail 
as yet centred on a three-day Rally at Warwick University in August  – all comments and 
ideas please! 
 
Ian is leading an effort to promote the Association, especially underlining the wide range of 
services to members that we provide: 
 

- Magnificent Mag, quarterly 
- Regular Meetings with loads of info 
- Great Website – www.a7ca.org 
- Contact with 65 A7 Clubs in all 5 Continents 
- Register of all known A7s 
- Red Cross Guide of Spares and Services 
- Breakdown Support Register 
- Access to good-value Vehicle Insurance 
- Essential Public Liability Insurance 
- Organisation and Promotion of A7 Events 

 
Enthusiasm for this promotion suggests the election of an Association PR Manager to the 
Committee – all ideas very welcome! 
 
Other ACTIONS for Clubs from the Meeting were: 

 

-  update contact and rep info to Ian 
-  alert Sandy of any Register updates or correction 
-  encourage members to update the insured value of their A7s 

 
PLUS: in addition to the PR Man/Woman – 
 
TWO URGENT VACANCIES: - Association Treasurer 
         - Association Registrar 

Bernie, in closing the meeting, noted that that we had only 7 Club Reps attending so 
questioned:  - Do we Need a Summer Meeting? 

 
ALL to let us know what you think – perhaps we do it via e-mail? 
 
Enjoy your Summer Motoring in your lovely Austin Sevens 
 
NEXT MEETING: Gaydon – Sunday 17th October 2010  

 
Ian Mason-Smith      Secretary A7 Clubs Association     

                                 Tel: 01425 473949    E-mail: hollybushcottage1@btinternet.com 
 
Also included was this message: 
 

" It is with great sadness we have to inform you that my Uncle Phillip John Afford, ( whom I 
believe was the former A7OC club secretary) has passed away on the 5th August. I know 
how very important the Austin 7 Club was to him and it would be greatly appreciated if you 
could pass the news on to anyone who may have known him. 
  

The funeral was held at Newton Regis Church at 11am on the 18th of August. .  
 
Best wishes Katherine Afford " 



 



MA7C Autumn Leaves MA7C Autumn Leaves MA7C Autumn Leaves MA7C Autumn Leaves 

Cotswold RunCotswold RunCotswold RunCotswold Run    
A picturesque run around the Cotswolds to enjoy the autumn colours 

with a lunch stop at a suitable hostelry, location tbc  

On Sunday 31st October 2010       At 10.00am prompt     

Start: The Ranch Caravan Park, Honeybourne. WR11 4PR 
By kind permission of Mr and Mrs A Attridge 

Finish: at Blackwell Village Hall. CV36 4PE 
By kind permission of Blackwell Village Hall Committee and Mr and Mrs K Turner 

Because the clocks will have just gone back, the run will be shorter than the Spring 

Run to enable members to get home before their vehicle candles need lighting. Sunset 

will be at 1636hrs 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

--------- 

Car Entry Form 

MA7C Autumn Leaves Cotswold RunMA7C Autumn Leaves Cotswold RunMA7C Autumn Leaves Cotswold RunMA7C Autumn Leaves Cotswold Run    
Start: 10.00am. Sunday 31

st
 October 2010  

at The Ranch Caravan Park, Honeybourne 

Finish: Blackwell Village Hall 

           Name: .............................................................. 

Address: .......................................................... 

........................................................................ 

Post Code: .......................Tel: ......................... 

Vehicle Reg: ........................Model: ................. 

Pub Lunch / Picnic  -  Please circle your choice 
Return to: R.Bremner-Smith. Tanglewood, Cleeve Prior, EVESHAM , WR11 8JY 

 


