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Members cars on display at Longborough Church Fete 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

( Yes, this really is; last month’s had the wrong date on the front. Did you notice) 



 
Club Nights 2010MonthlyMeeting’s   
28th July 2010 Driving Tests, Bring Your Car Night ( Indoors if wet!) 
25th August 2010 Noggin & Natter 
Events 
23rd/25th July Scottish A7C Rally 
24th/25th  July Silverstone Classic Race Meeting 
8th August Specials Day, Burford Wildlife Park 
8th/9th VSCC Prescott Hillclimb 
22nd August VSCC Mallory Park Race Meeting 
26th September Stanford Hall Rally (Entry Form in last month’s Newsletter) 
Remember to read this list in conjunction with the list in the A7CA Magazine for 
national events. 
Please let the Committee know of any event’s that you go to that you think may 
be of interest to other members, so we can include in the list of events.  
 
Web Site: www.ma7c.co.uk 
 

Opinions expressed in the magazine are those of their authors and do not necessarily 
represent the views of the Committee or Members 
Meetings held the last Wednesday of the month, Old Silhillians Rugby Club, 
Knowle (Jct 5 M42) 
 
 
 
 

                                      COMMITTEE MEMBERS 2009-2010   

PRESIDENT: John Ward, Well House, Milcote Road, Weston on Avon Warwickshire CV3 8JX Tel: 01789 751175 

CHAIRMAN: Andy Lowe, 38 Kingswood Road West Heath, Birmingham, B31 4RP Tel: 0121 477 0547 

  Email : andylowe@fsmail.net   

SECRETARY: Pamela Bishop, “Home Straight” 4 Reynard Close, Redditch, B97 6PY Tel: 01527 404946 
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TREASURER: Ian Devey, 25 Robin Hood Crescent, Hall Green, Birmingham, B28 0BN Tel: 0121 244 7409 
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SOCIAL SEC: Elaine Devey 25 Robin Hood Crescent, Hall Green, Birmingham, B28 0BN Tel: 0121 244 7409 
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GENERAL: R Bremner-Smith (Brem), Tanglewood, Cleeve Prior, Evesham, Worcs. WR11 8JY  Tel: 01789 773758 
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View from the TOP 
Well, it was spot the mistake time in last month’s newsletter. I managed to put the 
wrong month on the front. The threatened Membership List was not enclosed. Brem 
having got it to print, decided to proof read it and discovered he had become Smith‐
Bremner! We think the alphabetical sort does that, so he decided to check it through 
in case it had any other little surprises. Thank you that man; so with any luck you 
should get it this month. 
Last months meeting was Arnold Crowe’s “At home” and many members enjoyed a 
very pleasant social evening in the garden and enjoying Arnolds hospitality. Thank 
you to Arnold for a very nice evening. Next month is Driving Test and Bring your car 
night at the Old Shills. I shall be still coming back from the Scottish Rally, so please 
give your support to Rick who is in charge, or just use as an excuse to drive your 7. 
Rick has also been working away at our Website (when was the last time you had a 
look?) and would like to feature some of our members cars on the Web. He 
obviously would like you to volunteer and does not mean you have to be “Computer 
Literate” just say “Yes” and he will include your car and comments. The club does 
have some very good examples of some models and it would be nice to show them 
off to a wider audience. 
Last month you will have noticed an advert for the Classic Car Show at the NEC in 
November. It might seem a long time off, but if you read it again you will see you can 
save money! and help club funds. There is a cheap ticket offer and the club benefits 
as we get £1 if you book as a club member and give the club the ticket stub so we 
can reclaim that money for the club. Also in last month’s Newsletter was the entry 
form for Stanford Hall; so now is the time to find last months newsletter and fill it in , 
if you didn’t do it already. 
In the last month I have been to Beaulieu for the 750 MC Austin 7 Rally. I had not 
been for a few years, and decided to pay a 
visit. There were a good selection of cars on 
display and an autojumble almost 
exclusively A7. The picture shows some of 
the goodies available, but the remarkable 

thing 
is 
that 
they 
are 
all 
new! 
The block, head and manifolds to 
Grasshopper pattern are all new, as are the 
cylinder head, block, pistons and carb along 
side them. There was a range of cars on 

display including Milk delivery chummy, tractors, RG saloon and long distance 
travelled cars. Then to Avoncroft for our own new Rally, nice weather helped the 
day, with favourable comments about the venue. I await member’s articles about 
the day.  

Regards, Andy 



Letter of thanks after 
our Club night in April 
when we had a talk 
about the Gurkha’s.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

John Richardson continues his rebuild of his Big7……. 
 
All Revved Up And Nowhere To Go. 
 
Winter 2010 - onwards with the Big 7 
The engine – Part of my approach to this restoration is to have several areas on the go 
so there is always something to move forward on.  Whilst hoping to tackle some of 
the body issues in the summer 
months, in Jan & Feb 2010 I took the 
engine to bits.  Several sets of 
clothes (my wife made me take them 
off outside and walk on newspaper 
to the bathroom) later it was in bits.  
I could not see any obvious damage 
and here is the but!! As I am not an 
engineer or indeed 
mechanic/technician I took it to 



CBM in Coventry and asked for their opinion.  Thank goodness I was sitting down 
when I made the phone call, the man on the end of the phone explained there was 
quite a bit to do!!  The engine was already bored to +60 and therefore new cylinder 
sleeves and a re-bore back to standard.  The crank is scrap because of a crack and the 
camshaft also needs quite a bit of attention.  He also 
suggested that whilst in this condition I should consider 
having the valve seats done.  So basically everything 
that can be done needs doing, luckily they will do one 
job at a time an d I can stagger the cost.  Further details 
of progress in later instalments. 
The radiator cowl – these appear to be very prone to 

rust and decay, as you can 
probably guess mine was no 
exception.  The fix or my fix 
to this problem was to use the top off a Big 7 and the bottom 
off a Ruby with a mixture of slats from both. I had seen a 
similar fix done on a car last summer at the Ashover car 
rally near Chesterfield.  The middle was removed from each 
cowl, they were then cut and respectively welded back 
together, an exercise similar to platting soot!!  I made a wire 
frame to sit the slats on out of 3mm BDMS and mig welded 
together.  Each slat was carefully fitted and welded in place 
and made good by 
filing and the odd 

skim of P38.  I am not a great fan of too much 
filler as I have visions of it all dropping out 
under vibration!   
On the question of making the joint good 
between the two halves, I read the books, 
watched the online video and in my head 
mastered the technique.  Yes, I was going to 

lead load it and yes you guessed correct, large pools of lead 
on the workshop floor!!  Too much heat and not enough 
patience.  However,  moving the work horizontal and more 
care with the blow torch gave much better results although 
filing down is much more effort than sanding down body 
filler,  be warned.  Patience and effort do give excellent 
results,   a very light skim of filler to fill the last few 
scratches seems to work well.  I suppose at this point the 
mandatory health and safety warning is applicable – no cake 
and coffee anywhere near and wash your hands; before 
enjoying well deserved elevenses, after all that filing lead. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Grand Day Out at Old Down.  
 

 by       Lesley Marriner  
 
The week end had not started well for us. Our trusty VW camper had wanted to stay 
in Wales after the rally and had to be persuaded home with the aid of the AA 
recovery. Despite the best efforts of our" pit crew" to get it ready to tow the A7 to the 
Bristol Club rally, it was unable to make it so a modern was the last resort. 
But...when we arrived at Old Down Country Park the outlook was much sunnier (or 
so we thought). The camping field was perfect and the park and views superb. As the 
camping field began to fill up we were reminded of the days when we first joined the 
club in `73 when most rallies began this way. We were able to chat to friends old,  
well oldish, and new but it wasn`t long before the weather took over. 
Saturday was bright and sunny and a run had been organised for A7s.We, however, 

chose to drive to the 
Severn Bridge and go a 
walk along it, before 
taking lunch in Thornbury. 
The lanes round there 
were delightful.  
I must say that, in true 
Bristol club fashion, the 
Saturday night barn 
dance was just great. 
Andy, Keith and I 
certainly "flew the flag for 
the Midlands" and tripped 
the light fantastic well into 
the night, ably assisted by 
our daughter and her 
friend. It wasn`t long 

before we realised how 
much more energy these 
events need and supplies 
were running low!! And so 
to bed, boy did we sleep.  
Sunday the Sevens lined 
up along the drive to the 
park and in the park area. It 
was a glorious day and a 
great turn out of cars. 
There were a few stalls to 
keep everyone busy and 
the Country Park tearooms 
to refresh the parts still 
suffering from the night 
before. 
It was really super and all 
credit to the organisers for 
a brilliant weekend. I would 
thoroughly recommend it to you all for next year, as there is something for everyone. 
 
Lesley Marriner 
 



Churchill Village and Classic Car Show  - 13th June 
Probably the best of the Cotswold Car fetes, this event was blessed with great weather 
yet again. Stalls, autojumble, food, drink and a Jazz band plus well over 450 
interesting cars. In addition there was a smattering of motor bikes, tractors and 
stationery engines. There was a strong 
representation of A7s not all MA7C members. 
Churchill is the sort of place where you meet 
or make a friend every fourth car! An 
excellent day out with the bonus of a drive 
through the country at both ends of the day.  
The next one is in 2 years time, Sunday 10th 
June 2012 but Kingham Rotary is planning  a 
‘Cotswold Champagne Classic 2011’..... no 
details yet  

 
  Some enjoyed it more than 
others! 

 
 
Longborough Church Fete  -  19th June 
A number of members enjoyed a relaxing afternoon at Sezincote House near Moreton 
in Marsh supporting the Longborough Church Fete on Saturday 19th June. Numbers of 
cars were limited by the organisers but 8 
Sevens and a Ten with 3 ‘others’ 
attended. Considerable interest was 
shown in the cars and predictably,”my 
grandfather had one of these” was heard 
a few times!   In addition to the Fete, the 
house and gardens were open, the 
weather was bright but with a cool 

breeze and the stalls were he day. The Fete 
was also supported again by the Chipping 
Campden School Swing Band, who played 
throughout the afternoon, a warm up prior to 
their appearance at the Upton on Se7en Jazz 
Festival the following week.  



Evidently the organisers made £5216 on the day, a very pleasing result in these hard 
times. 
Members who did the ’09 Cotswold Run will remember driving through the Sezincote 
Estate and past the house. For visitor information see www.sezincote.co.uk or ring 
01386 700444. Sezincote entrance is 1.5 miles out of Moreton in Marsh on the A44 
towards Evesham, opposite the Batsford Arboretum entrance. For those A7s with sat 
nav it’s GL56 9AW. 

 

 
Some obviously enjoyed  
themselves more than others ! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Cleeve Prior Flower Festival  -  26th June 
Not in the same league as Sezincote, Cleeve Prior held a Flower festival and Classic 
Car show a week later. It was obviously a country event as there were 12 very smart 
Tractors and 20 cars . The Ts were in evidence with A7s from Tibbs, Tomkins and 
Turner(2) and local man Rod Carless. John Cookson appeared in his Model T van as 
the Ulster Special is being prepared for Cotswold ‘11. Brem arrived in his Armstrong 
Siddeley as his 7 is ‘sans moteur’. A rather quiet day with no stalls, but fine and with 
ample opportunity to catch up. The organisers supplied an excellent ploughman’s 
lunch. 

--- oOo --- 
 

Metals for the Restorer 
One advantage of the professional engineer has over his amateur counterpart is the 
ready supply of new materials at his fingertips. He is usually able to beg or borrow the 
odd scrap of steel, or seek advice on specification. What of the amateur? How does he 
lay his hands on bits and pieces, and the necessary information to go with them. 
There are many amateur machinists who may possess the rudimentary equipment to 
produce parts for their bikes, but finding out about steel specification is a problem if 
the said enthusiasts work in a bank, or behind an office desk. The following notes will 
be of interest to those souls, even if they do not intend to undertake the work 
themselves. 
Steel comes in various shapes and sizes as everyone knows, but there is a vast 
selection of compositions to suit special applications. Choose the wrong one and you 
could be in trouble. A fork spindle, for example, would not last long if made out of 
mild steel or silver steel. Closely allied to the selection of suitable raw material is the 
question of heat treatment, which will be discussed in brief later. 
Specialist dealers in alloy steels are usually helpful people but they cannot be 
expected to roll out te red carpet for someone who wants a couple of inches of tool 
steel. Most amateurs resort to scrounging from palsin the engineering business but 
even in this event some knowledge of steel specification is handy. 
Steel specs. The BS970 range 
For reasons best known to themselves the British Standards Institution concocted a 
new coding system for steels in recent years. A six-digit number was allotted to 
various grades, thus replacing the familiar EN system. For example, EN16 became 
BS970 Part2. 1970; 605M36. The new system, whilst being of interest to college 
students and desk-bound metallurgists, was promptly ignoreg by practical engineers 
who still use the EN coding to this day. 
Thus the following list omits the six-digit system. Only materials of interest to 
vintagents are included as a complete run-down of the BS970 range would fill several 
books. 
Many of the grades listed are available to special composition and certain types will 
be supplied in a heat-trated condition, if requested. In either case the basic EN number 
is suffixed by a letter (eg. EN16T) 
EN1A & EN1B. Low-carbon steel for light-duty. Low strength of approx 23 tons 
tensile. Used for lightly-stressed parts. 
EN3B. A mild steel for general engineering. Low tensile, approx 28/30 tons. Good 
machinability, welds well. For making lightly-stressed shafts, bolts etc, from bright 
bar. 



EN8. A useful 40 carbon steel of reasonable strength. (35 tons tensile or 45-55 when 
in the heat-trated condition.) Suitable for spindles, studs, bolts. Harden at 830º-860ºC. 
Quench in oil. Temper at 550º-660ºC. Can also be nitrocarboburised. 
EN9. 45 tons/sq.in. minimum tensile strength strength as normalised. Wear-resistant. 
Suitable for some gears,ideal for sprockets. Heat-treatment: harden at 810º-840ºC. 
Quench in oil. Temper between 550º-660ºC. Sprockets can be flame-hardened on the 
teeth only. 
EN16. A manganese-molybdenum steel. Tough (55 tons tensile) and shock resistant. 
Good for fork spindles, wheel spindles, shafts of various kinds, high-tenslie 
studs,bolts. 
 
Thanks to Maurice Palmer for this interesting article which he extracted from 
Vintage Motor Cycle Workshop. My late father asked his friend the Blacksmith in the 
Austin forge one day; if they could bend an axle to dropped pattern for me, and off 
the top of his head he said. “Yes there are EN16b and will need heat treating” 
 

‐‐‐ oOo ‐‐‐ 
 

The Tale of Lucy. 
 
In the 1950’s I was a student based in London. I visited an Aunt who lived near 
Bristol, where I discovered that a sheet stood in a barn there, was in fact a 1925 
Chummy. She readily agreed that if I could get her to go, I could have her. I learned 
her name resulted from the fact that she was a bit loose here and there. I got her 
running and what an enterprising vehicle she was she turned out to be. 
Apart from boiling twice up Birdlip hill on the way to London; even then Sevens 
attracted attention though they did more because she was a travelling wreck; but lorry 
drivers tooted at me and waved British flags out of the window. 
I soon learned they had a definite pull factor with girls and put me on the debutante 
circuit, the last year that they were presented to the Queen. It happened like this:-  
 
A friend and I were chaperoning two girls when she broke down outside Harrods. I 
parked her in the taxi rank and we taxied home. The next day I went to an A7 scrap 
yard in Clapham Common where for thirty bob; I was armed with pliers, adjustable 
spanner and a flat screwdriver; I was allowed to select an engine of my choice, 
remove it, return the tools and take the engine; which I did on a bus back the taxi 
rank. While I was under the car tightening the engine mounting bolts, my attention 
was drawn to a fine pair of feminine ankles wandering around the car. Having banged 
my head a couple of times I emerged to find a very attractive girl apparently admiring 
my progress. As a chat up line, I told her I would take her for a spin when (not if!)  I 
got her running again. As a true friend Lucy fired almost immediately and the 
conquest was made. It transpired that she was one of the Debs “coming out” that year 
and so address and phone numbers were hastily exchanged. A few days later I 
received an invitation from the Mother to escort her Daughter to a (Deb) Ball in 
Slough, provided I transported her in Lucy. At the event I realised just how apt the 
film Reluctant Debutant was, when I overheard a toff referring with envy to my 
tropical weight DJ on such a hot evening; it was all I had. However I attended most of 
he functions that year all thanks to the Austin7. 



On another occasion I took a young lady to a park or it may have been Barnes 
Common for a bit of a chat, but we got rather carried away, as far as room provides in 
a Seven, until it was necessary to use the lights if we were to travel. They did not 
work because the (only?) fuse had blown. I wrapped the fuse in silver cigarette paper 
and hey presto, we had lights. The girl was so enthusiastically impressed I was not 
sure whether I would have been better off without the silver paper. 
She was a very endearing vehicle even if the brakes were non existent and the radiator 
was mounted on a kitchen bottle top with a hole in it from which I and passengers 
were regularly sprayed with steam while on our way. Lucy eventually fell foul of the 
law, when MOT’s were introduced primarily to get rid of her kind and Morris 8’s off 
the road, which the act did to good effect. 
 Sadly as I could no longer use her and a friend who ran a charity, a lodge for the 
blind, persuaded me to part with her as a restoration project for his tenants I sadly 
parted with her. I have often wondered how they got on and where she is now. I will 
have to search out a photo of her, which will reveal her number plate. I feel someone 
at the club will be able to ascertain her history since then for me. 
The moral of the story is modern youth do not need a flashy modern sports car to 
attract the opposite sex. You cannot beat a 7, Barry Bryant can no doubt confirm this 
fact to the next generation. 
 
Geoff Clough  
 

--- oOo --- 
 

 
 
 

 
 

New from Regalia 
: Austin 7 Licence Disc Holders, even 
look good on your modern car! See 
Sheila  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Also available from Arthur: Stainless steel plates to fit on the side 
of the block where the water outlet fits. The plate screws on to the block, 
with the screws supplied, and allows you to fit the studs or bolts when the 
thread has stripped or corroded away. See Arthur at the next meeting to 
revive that useless old block. 
 
 



 


