
 

                                                                                                               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                               

 

 

                                                     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

1934 Streatham Trophy Trial 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Club Nights 2009 Monthly Meeting’s   
27

th
 January 2010Alternative Bring & Buy 

24
th

 February 2010 Films 

Events 
27

th
 February VSCC Pomeroy Trophy -- Silverstone 

7
th

 March Austin-Morris Day – Brooklands 

25
th

 April Cotswold Run – Brem Bremner-Smith, details below 

Remember to read this list in conjunction with the list in the A7CA Magazine for national 

events. 

Please let the Committee know of any event’s that you go to that you think may be of interest to 

other members, so we can include in the list of events.  

 

Web Site: www.ma7c.co.uk 

 

Opinions expressed in the magazine are those of their authors and do not necessarily represent the 

views of the Committee or Members 

Meetings held the last Wednesday of the month, Old Silhillians Rugby Club, Knowle (Jct 5 M42) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                      COMMITTEE MEMBERS 2006-2007   

PRESIDENT: John Ward, Well House, Milcote Road, Weston on Avon Warwickshire CV3 8JX Tel: 01789 751175 

CHAIRMAN: Andy Lowe, 38 Kingswood Road West Heath, Birmingham, B31 4RP Tel: 0121 477 0547 

  Email : andylowe@fsmail.net   

SECRETARY: Pamela Bishop, “Home Straight” 4 Reynard Close, Redditch, B97 6PY Tel: 01527 404946 

  E-mail: pamela.bishop@yahoo.co.uk   

TREASURER: Ian Devey, 25 Robin Hood Crescent, Hall Green, Birmingham, B28 0BN Tel: 0121 244 7409 

 Email:  the_deveys@yahoo.co.uk   

SOCIAL SEC: Elaine Devey 25 Robin Hood Crescent, Hall Green, Birmingham, B28 0BN Tel: 0121 244 7409 

EDITOR: Vacant Tel:  

  Email :    

MEMBERSHIP: John Roberts, 18 Oaktree Lane, Cookhill, Warwickshire, B49 5LH Tel: 01789 765349 

SPARES: Arthur Davies, 164  Crabtree Lane, Bromsgrove, B61 8PH Tel: 01527 872908 

REGALIA: Sheila Turner, Rowan Cottage, Ilminton Road, Blackwell, Shipston on Stour, CV36 4PE Tel: 01608 682463 

GENERAL: R Bremner-Smith (Brem), Tanglewood, Cleeve Prior, Evesham, Worcs. WR11 8JY  Tel: 01789 773758 

D.V.L.A.Sec John Hamilton, 38 Roman Way Bromsgrove, B61 0DT (Before 9.00p.m.) Tel: 01527 870146 

WEB MASTER Rick Bishop, Home Straight, 4 Reynard Close, Redditch B97 6PY Tel: 01527 404946 

 Email:  rick.bishop@virgin.net   
Club Registered 
Address in 
England & 
Wales Midlands Austin Seven Club Ltd. 25, Robin Hood Crescent, Hall Green, Birmingham B28 0BN 

Registration 
Number: 6803165 



View from the TOPView from the TOPView from the TOPView from the TOP    

 

Unfortunately the guest editor had family problems and could not try their hand at 

the Newsletter, this month. We wish them well with their problems and that they 

will be soon recovered.  

The cover picture is the start of the 1934 Streatham Trophy Trial in October, 

closer inspection shows lots of motorcycles but also a Morgan three-wheeler and 

a Frazer-Nash. The  Nippy (or 65?) is of interest; because it would have been so 

new. Dependant on the model it would have been only about 12 months old at 

the most., it features no sidelights on the front wings. Perusal of the chassis 

register does not show it to exist today. Thanks to The Classic Motor Cycle 

magazine for permission to use the picture. 

I managed the Boxing Day run in the Box and a delightful route it was with a nice 

pub lunch to finish. Although not so good for one of our members who’s clutch 

cable seemed to have given up during lunch. I dropped him and his wife off on 

the way home, busily planning recovery. The Box went quite well with three up. I 

started the New Year as I meant to go on, by driving the Box to Shelsley Walsh 

and walking up the hill. Mulled wine and mince pies were the reward for the effort, 

followed by lunch at the Red Lion at Holt Heath. 

The garage being so cold I have abandoned the RK restoration and been doing a 

bit of decorating and relaxing watching TV and reading. Watching the news you 

may have seen that Midlands Today featured two snow photographs by Ian Dunn; 

our resident photographer. Reading an interview with David Dimbleby he praised 

the Austin 7 which may be featured in his series in the fourth program “Present 

Age” of the “Seven Ages of Britain” 

As I write this tomorrow is the first A7CA meeting at Gaydon and I will pick up the 

association mags and deliver them to Brem; so you should receive it with this 

newsletter. The 30th is the Federation meeting and it will be interesting to see 

what plans they have for the year. 

The next club meeting is the Alternative Bring and Buy and a chance to exchange 

those unwanted Christmas presents for something more desirable, or buy 

something to get your own back with next year. 

On a sad note the well known John Coleman, of “Coleman’s Drive” book fame, 

has died; older members will remember that his car was on display at the 1972 

celebrations having just arrived back from the drive up the America’s. His funeral 

was on the Isle of Wight and with a suitable “Austin” escort in January.  

Finally, A Happy New Year to all members, and a peaceful and enjoyable motoring  

experience to all. 

 
Regards, Andy 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Important Corrections to  

‘The Companion’ and ‘The Source Book’ 

 

 

Spring favour (not fever).  

More than 25 years ago the Light Shaft (newsletter of the Austin Seven Club in Melbourne, Australia) 

published an article of mine on Springs. It was complete with my illustrations of the various types of 

leaf shapes, thicknesses etc. I had obtained this info from an old springmaker who used to measure up 

every car over the years that came new onto showrooms, no matter from where. His records started 

with early De Dions up to the then present day & I persuaded him to allow me to copy the Austin 7 

details.  

 

In 1977 I was asked by 750 Motor Club if okay to re-print some of my technical articles and I agreed, 

provided they let me know which articles so I could amend any details if necessary. This they did not 

do and what was printed was only a resume of the Spring details - including an original typographical 

error showing rear spring camber to be 8". If the rear is set to that dimension (a) the car looks 

ridiculous cocked up at the rear, (b) the occupants would feel they were going to be tipped on their 

noses, (c) the handling and oversteer of the car on corners would be most dangerous and (d) most 

importantly it would alter the front end castor to the point of giving unsafe steering.  

 

Apparently the 750 Club has been requested a few times to publish some form of amendment over the 

years, but this has not been done. Unfortunately also, the author of the Source book did not have the 

courtesy to request my permission to republish the details from the Companion, so the wrong 

dimension has been re-printed and perpetuated.  

Over the years certain springmakers have been given angst over not complying with what the A7 

owner considers their "Bible" (Companion) says, others have done what the Companion says and have 

had to re-set the springs lower, at more cost. Now that litigation has reared its ugly head so frequently 

these days there's concern about either the springmakers or me being sued. Thus this long story, and 

my request that anyone reading this give a copy to the Editor of their respective club to explain the 

situation. It's the best way I can think of to spread the word. I would be most grateful for the favour.  

 

Meantime, here's a suggestion for safer spring settings :  

Short w/b high frame (max 6 inches) 

Long w/b high frame (max 6 1/2"), 

Low frame (max 3 1/2")  

Sports - not flat (would soon settle into reverse camber, upsetting handling) but 2 1/2" 

(will soon flatten further).  

Leaves : front springs (camber 3 inches) up to 1928 = 5 leaves, after '28 = 8 leaves which  

are the most desirable these days as some original thicknesses are no longer available.  

 

Thanks in anticipation of your spreading the word.  

Cheers, Bill Sheean in Oz 

 



Bearing in mind next month contains the 14th the following problem solving may be of use: 
 
 
 

 

 



 

 AGM Meeting held at Oldshillians Date: 25/11/2009 

Present: John Ward, Arthur Davies, John Roberts, Sheila Turner, Brem Bremner-Smith,  

Pamela Bishop, Andy Lowe, Rick Bishop  

Apologies: Elaine Devey Ian Devey 
   

Action
s  

 

 

 Chairmans  Report 

Andy reviewed his role for the club including attending association meetings etc. He 
reinstated that we are a member of the A7CA, which provides us with the insurance cover 
at a competitive rate. He then reviewed the club year and the events we had organized 
and attended. 
He proposed a vote of thanks to many members of the committee and club members who 
had helped in a successful club year, and we showed our appreciation in the usual way. 

 Secretary’s Report 

Pamela, started her report with the fact that she didn’t now how she became to be the 
Secretary, but believed it was down to a coffee laced with Bailey’s. 
She went one to explain to the members what becoming a limited company meant to us 
all, and out lined the reasons for us becoming a limited company. She explained that 
there were 2 copies of the M&A’s on the table should any member which to look at them 
but added if anyone did look and could understand them then perhaps they could help the 
committee in re drafting them next year which we intend to do to make them more 
appropriate to the clubs activities. 
Pamela then outlined the work she had done on behalf of the club over her time as 
secretary, being a point of contact for the club, dealing with emails and correspondence 
with other clubs, and the A7CA. Etc. Also the part she plays in the car valuation process 
and the unenviable job of trying to take and make sense of the committee meeting 
minutes, which seem to jump around from one item to another. 
She thanked Rick for his help with technical side of computer things such as reformatting 
the stationary to include the LTD company information. 
 

 Treasurer’s Report 

Rick, stood in for Ian as he was working away, so couldn’t make the meeting. He reported 
that the accounts were for 5 months only ending 31st January 2009. This was due to us 
becoming a LTD company. He explained that the club financial year will start in March 
each year so at next years AGM there will be full year’s accounts. So the current 
accounts that were on the table for any member to view were of limited use for 
comparison. He went on to say that they were in line with our usual accounts and that the 
Rallies we had organized had cost us much the same as previous years. He informed the 
members that the committee had agreed to keep the subscription to £24 for the coming 
year and confirmed the club year would remain starting in September. 

 



 Presidents Report 

John thanked the committee for their work on the clubs behalf for the past year and asked 
the members to show their appreciation in the usual manner. He reported that the club 
was in dire need of an Editor for the coming year and asked if anyone was prepared to 
take on the role to which there was the usual silence, he then went on to suggest that 
some members might be willing to do just a single months newsletter, and if so would 
they get in touch with a committee member. He then reported that all the exsisting 
committee were willing to stand for the coming year, but said that when the current 
committee resigned as required to by the M&A that the new committee would have to be 
voted for one at a time not on block as in previous years. 
He also suggested that when reviewing the M&A’s next year the committee might look at 
extending the Club “ Officials” roles i.e. Secretary, Treasurer. To be multi-year roles say 3 
years to bring stability to the committee inline with being LTD company. 
The committee then resigned and a vote was taken for each of the positions in turn. 
Votes cast as below:- 

 Chairman 
Andy was proposed by Keith Marriner, Seconded  John Roberts – unanimous. 
Treasurer 
Ian was proposed by Jenny B Smith Seconded Arnold Crowe  – unanimous. 
Secretary 
Pamela was proposed by Carol Hollier  Seconded John Roberts  – unanimous 

 Spares 
Arthur was proposed by Andy Lowe Seconded John Roberts  – unanimous 
Webmaster 
Rick was proposed by Ian Dunn  Seconded Norma Bickley  unanimous 
Regalia  
Shelia was proposed by Ian Dunn Seconded Jenny B Smith  unanimous 
Membership 
John was proposed by Ian Dunn Seconded by Rick Bishop unanimous 
 

 
 
 

Actions  

 

  Newsletter Distibution 

Brem was proposed by Harold Tibbs Seconded Ian Dunn unanimous 

Social Secretary 

Elaine was proposed by Norma Bickley  Seconded  Jenny B Smith  unanimous 

 

 President 

John was proposed by Arnold Crowe Seconded Norma Bickley  unanimous 

 

 AOB 

Andrew went through the results of the Longbridge Rally  Survey and discussions 
included  new venues etc the committee to review this year. 

 

 
 

Enthusiast of the year award 

Went to Brem for his outstanding work for the club throughout the year 

 

 



In his interview in the Mail on Sunday Magazine, David Dimbelby said, 

“I was reminded of the scale of change recently, when I had a chance to drive an Austin 

Seven of the thirties. This was the car designed by Herbert Austin to provide middle-

class families with the freedoms previously enjoyed only the rich. It sold for £165 and is 

in truth a work of art in itself. It bears out the theory that anything designed precisely 

for its function with no frills, will be beautiful. 

Driving it cautiously at a top speed of 40mph, I myself plunged back into the earliest 

days of this era of change. Here was a car which, for the first time, husband, wife and 

children could drive to the sea for the day, independently – an unheard of luxury.” 

 
Might give someone an idea for a run? 
 

SALES 
H&H auctions have a genuine Ulster for sale in their auction at Buxton on 16th-17th February 
 

Timely advice 
 
AUTOBUMBLERS OCCASIONAL TIP OF THE MONTH FROM THE DORSET A 7 CLUB’S MAGAZINE 
Now is the time to do those routine jobs that you tend to forget such as oil the distributor shaft, starter motor shaft, clutch 

release bearing, and speedometer cable, grease the fan pulley bearing and oil the door hinges and locks. All these jobs only 

need to be done infrequently and what's more they can be done without lying on a cold floor. 

Yours Bumbling 

 

And finally the answer to financial problems in an election year 
Dear Mr. Darling,  
 

Please find below my suggestion for fixing Britain 's economy.  Instead of giving 
billions of pounds to banks that will squander the money on lavish parties and 

unearned bonuses, use the following plan. You can call it the Patriotic Retirement Plan:  

 
There are about 20 million people over 50 in the work force.  - Pay them £1 million 

apiece severance for early retirement with the following stipulations:  
 

1) They MUST retire.  Twenty million job openings - Unemployment fixed .  
 

2) They MUST buy a new British CAR.  Twenty million cars ordered - Auto Industry fixed 

.  
 

3) They MUST either buy a house or pay off their mortgage - Housing Crisis fixed .  
 

4) They must send their kids to school / college /university - Crime rate fixed  
 

5) Buy £50 of alcohol / tobacco / fuel a week there's your money back in duty / tax etc  
 

It can't get any easier than that!  
 

P.S. If more money is needed , have all members of parliament pay back their falsely 

claimed expenses and second home allowances  
 
 



 Thanks to Arthur Davies for this sheet of useful measurements 



 
Midlands Austin Seven Club 

Services available to Club Members 
Vehicle Insurance is available from Richard Hosken Tel: 01277 206911  

This now includes a European wide recovery section.  

Vehicle Valuations, Available from Sec, I must have a ¾ front view, colour view of the vehicle  

also a full description and all relevant numbers.  

DVLA, Secretary has all the details you need, everything from recovery of original index mark to age related mark 

information packs, - also a complete listing of all available archive records, index cars, some privately owned by vehicle 

trusts, including some for light commercial vehicles, he will be pleased to assist you with index mark recovery via the 

DVLA V765 scheme. Along with dating certificates for age related marked, all are free services for members, donations 

are welcome! We do make a charge to non-members for these services.  

SPARES: are available from Arthur, from engine studs, nuts, plugs, gaskets, tyres, tubes, condensers,  

Dynamo and starter Brushes, HT Leads etc  

REGALIA: Sheila has variety of goods, see adverts  

For Spares & Regalia if you require a certain items please give the relevant person a call so you will not be disappointed.  

BOOKS: to help you with your quest for perfection include (these books are not kept in club stock)  

The Austin Seven R J Wyatt  

The Austin Seven Source Book B Purves  

The Austin Seven Portfolios  

The Original Austin Seven Rinsey Mills  

The Austin Seven & Eight Pitmans. (Out of print but available at auto jumbles)  

The Austin Seven Companion 750 MC  

The Austin Seven Specials Bill Williams  

The Austin Seven Practical Classics Briefings  

The Austin Seven Jonathan Wood  

Pre war Austin and Austin Seven Unique Motor Books  

The Austin 1905-1952 R J Wyatt  

Seven Years with Samantha Clive Ball  

               The Austin Seven Pictorial Tribute R J Wyatt  

               The Austin Seven Manual Mercury Publications  

               The Austin Seven Pictorial Tribute R J Wyatt  

               Whatever Happened to the Baby Austin J Underwood  

               Austin Seven in the 1930’s Brooklands Books  

               Austin Seven Cars 1930-1935 Brooklands Books  

               Austin Racing History Roland Harrison  

               Building Replica Ulsters Chris Gould  

               Guide to Austin 65 and Nippy’s Chris Gould  

               Austin Seven Chris Harvey  

               Austin from Inside Freddie Henry  

               Austin Competition Cars Martin Eyre  

              Motor Sport Book of the Austin Seven W Boddy  

              Design for Competition 750 Motor Club  

              Building and Racing my 750 R J Stephens  

MOT STATIONS & OTHER SERVICES  
Baldwin’s: Bromsgrove Tel: 01527 874663  

Warringtons of Warwick Scarbank, Miller Rd, Warwick. Tel:01926 493072  

H J Taylor, Willersley, Broadway Tel:01386 852338  

Mill Garage, Kings Norton Tel:0121 486 3486 Roger or Bill  

Badhams, Honeybourne Nr Broadway Tel: 01386 830307  

Croft Garage, Bromford Drive, Bromford, Birmingham, Tel: 0121 748 5700  

Egdon Service Station, Egdon Lane Spetchley, Worcester Tel: 01905 345311 (Midway Pershore/M5 Motorway)  

A.U.B. Auto Electrical Specialists 23 Solihull Road, Shirley, Solihull, B90 3HB Tel 0121 744 4348  

Alcester Glass Centre, Arden Business Centre, Alcester, Tel 01789 763236  

S Phillips. Wire Wheel Builders, Unit 3 Sevenstar Rd Oldbury B69 Tel 0121 544 9060 Afternoons only  

Harling Foundries Ltd - Tel: 01424 443160  

Classics & Chrome, Unit 8, Hinkley Business Park, Brindley Rd, Hinkley, Leicestershire LE10 3B Tel: 01455 637921  

 
Do you know of any more information we could add to benefit our members 
 

 


