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Club Nights 2010MonthlyMeeting’s   
25th August 2010 Noggin & Natter 
29th September 2010  AGM 
Events 
26th September Stanford Hall Rally (Entry Form in  June and July‘s Newsletters) 
24th October Restoration Show, Stoneleigh Park 
31st October MA7C Autumn Leaves Cotswold Amble 
12th to 14th November NEC Classic Car Show 
26th December Boxing Day Run 
Remember to read this list in conjunction with the list in the A7CA Magazine for 
national events. 
Please let the Committee know of any event’s that you go to that you think may 
be of interest to other members, so we can include in the list of events.  
 
Web Site: www.ma7c.co.uk 
 

 
Opinions expressed in the magazine are those of their authors and do not necessarily 
represent the views of the Committee or Members 
Meetings held the last Wednesday of the month, Old Silhillians Rugby Club, 
Knowle (Jct 5 M42) 
 
 
 
 

                                      COMMITTEE MEMBERS 2009-2010   

PRESIDENT: John Ward, Well House, Milcote Road, Weston on Avon Warwickshire CV3 8JX Tel: 01789 751175 

CHAIRMAN: Andy Lowe, 38 Kingswood Road West Heath, Birmingham, B31 4RP Tel: 0121 477 0547 

  Email : andylowe@fsmail.net   

SECRETARY: Pamela Bishop, “Home Straight” 4 Reynard Close, Redditch, B97 6PY Tel: 01527 404946 

  E-mail: pamela.bishop@yahoo.co.uk   

TREASURER: Ian Devey, 25 Robin Hood Crescent, Hall Green, Birmingham, B28 0BN Tel: 0121 244 7409 

 Email:  the_deveys@yahoo.co.uk   

SOCIAL SEC: Elaine Devey 25 Robin Hood Crescent, Hall Green, Birmingham, B28 0BN Tel: 0121 244 7409 

EDITOR: Vacant Tel:  

  Email :    

MEMBERSHIP: John Roberts, 18 Oaktree Lane, Cookhill, Warwickshire, B49 5LH Tel: 01789 765349 

SPARES: Arthur Davies, 164  Crabtree Lane, Bromsgrove, B61 8PH Tel: 01527 872908 

REGALIA: Sheila Turner, Rowan Cottage, Ilminton Road, Blackwell, Shipston on Stour, CV36 4PE Tel: 01608 682463 

GENERAL: R Bremner-Smith (Brem), Tanglewood, Cleeve Prior, Evesham, Worcs. WR11 8JY  Tel: 01789 773758 

D.V.L.A.Sec John Hamilton, 38 Roman Way Bromsgrove, B61 0DT (Before 9.00p.m.) Tel: 01527 870146 

WEB MASTER Rick Bishop, Home Straight, 4 Reynard Close, Redditch B97 6PY Tel: 01527 404946 

 Email:  rick.bishop@virgin.net   
Club Registered 
Address in 
England & 
Wales Midlands Austin Seven Club Ltd. 25, Robin Hood Crescent, Hall Green, Birmingham B28 0BN 

Registration 
Number: 6803165 



View from the TOP 
Well the A7 season continues none stop with shows and events to attend all over the 
place. The Scottish rally was a splendid event, as always, and a chance to renew old 
friendships. I didn’t go on the holiday which followed, but stayed with relatives, and 
took in a train ride on the east coast route from Perth to Aberdeen. The track runs 
alongside the coast for most of the way. Aberdeen lives up to its name “the Granite 
City” but has much of interest. I managed the Maritime museum, the Provosts 
House, the Art Gallery and the length of the main shopping area, including two drum 
shops, before my feet gave out. 
On the way home I stopped in the Lake 
District to visit the new Lakeland Motor 
Museum which has just opened; after 
closing at Holker Hall a couple of years 
ago. It has taken over the old “Dolly Blue” 
filling works (for the youngsters, this was 
a small bag of Ultramarine which 
improved the whiteness of your wash) 
They have now got a really interesting 
display. What makes it most interesting 
for me is the large collection of signs, 
accessories and automobile related object on display. They have a separate display 
of Campbell material including replicas of the water speed boats and car made for 

the BBC programme “Across the Lake” This set me off on 
a nostalgia trip as one of “my” heroes was Donald 
Campbell. I had not been to Coniston since they had 
found and recovered the body from the lake. I found the 
cemetery and there were directions to the grave, a 
simple affair really, much the way he carried on his life. 
This journey back was enlivened by one of the trailer 
tyres shredding itself; and changing it on the hard 
shoulder of the M6. 
All this gallivanting about meant I missed the July club 

night. However Rick stood in and organised the Driving Test, and reports say it was a 
good night. Thanks Rick. 
 I then did the washing; and set off to VSCC Prescott Hillclimb, to enjoy the cars, the 
atmosphere and play with the band. An excellent, popular event aided by good 
summer weather. 
In between these two I went to the Committee meeting. In this copy of the 
Newsletter you will see the formal notice of the AGM. I’m sure you will all want to 
attend and give your support to the Committee for the work they do for you.  
I have decided not to seek re‐election as Chairman and to stand down from the 
committee. It has been a traumatic five years that I have been Chairman, with many 
new challenges for me; but I have enjoyed the support of the members and 
committee, for which I would like to express my Thanks. I shall be running this year’s 
stand at the Classic Car Show; so if you wish to be involved please let me know. 
 

Regards Andy  



Kernow Rumble 
Whilst on holiday in the St Ives area of Cornwall, around tea time on Friday the 9th July, we 
spotted groups of Austin Sevens darting in all different directions in the lanes around Helston. 
They did not seem to be going to any one particular place, so we assumed that they were at 
different stages in some sort of treasure hunt. We did not have time for a thorough search of 
the area, so we gave up and went back to where we were staying, for dinner. That evening I 
consulted my trusty laptop and looked at the Cornwall A7 Club’s website and found that we had 
stumbled on part of the 10th Anniversary Kernow Rumble, which was being held at Wendron 
Cricket Club (which is not at Wendron, but is near Rame – talk about secretive!) and that they 
were due to have a run the following day, Saturday, to Cape Cornwall.  
 
Saturday morning came and shortly before lunchtime we set off for Cape Cornwall. On the way 
we spotted a Big Seven, so we followed through Penzance and Newlyn, but when it took the 
road to Mousehole, entirely the wrong direction, we thought we must have found a stray, and 
gave up. We found our way back to the St Just road out of Penzance and immediately caught 
sight of a yellow four seater tourer which we then followed at a discrete distance so he would 
not think he was towing our Freelander. We followed him for several miles and were totally 
amazed when he turned off into what, I think, was a car boot sale. Perhaps he thought he could 
buy a car boot? 
 
Any road up, we thought we were going in the right direction, so we continued. Into St Just and 
out again on a little road signposted – Cape Cornwall. Well I never! A short distance down the 
lane, (we could not have gone a great distance without getting wet) we found what I think was a 
golf club (not the stick, the building) as I am not familiar with such places. There, parked in neat 
rows were about forty Sevens. We parked up and I started taking a few photos when a nice 
chap called Doug approached us and asked if we were interested in Austin Sevens. He 
seemed most pleased when I told him that we had two, and that Hilary had worked at 
Longbridge for 43 years, starting in 1954 on Nash Metropolitans, and that I had been an Austin 
Apprentice from 1961-66 and had worked there until 1997 when I moved to Headquarters at 
Warwick, and later to Land Rover at Gaydon when BMW sold Rover Group in 2000.  
 
Doug, who had by then suffered enough, called Andrew Jarmin over to talk to us which we did 
for a while, establishing who knew whom in our respective clubs. He told us about the Kernow 
Club’s 10th Anniversary Rumble (I thought that was a fight?) and invited us to attend the 
following day, Sunday, at the Wendron Cricket Club. Then he introduced us to Steve Baldwin, 
who had also been an Austin Apprentice from about 1964, I think. 
 
We talked to Steve for ages, reliving the old days at the factory, and checking who we knew in 
common, and exchanging telephone numbers and email addresses. 
 
Later I continued taking more photos of the assembled cars, and as the cars started to drift 
away, we made our way back to where we were staying chattering away about our good look in 
finding such a friendly and enthusiastic bunch of Seveners. 
 
Next afternoon, post haste, we made our way to the venue. We found Sevens arriving in small 
groups from all over the place. Another ‘treasure hunt’ we surmised. At the Club we had our 
suspicions confirmed as we saw crews handing their completed questionnaires to Mary at the 
entrance. 
 



As I stood photographing the arriving treasure hunters, Reggie (Regina) Jarmin, Andrew’s wife, 
came over and greeted us and made us both a mug of black coffee. Andrew joined us a few 
minutes later and asked if we would like to partake of a cream tea along with the rest of the 
club later in the afternoon. We did not have to be asked twice, after all it’s what you go to 
Cornwall for. 
 
The cars were neatly assembled in five curved rows like seats in ‘the circle’, and in front of 
them was a tower, about fifteen feet high, constructed in scaffolding, to enable photographs to 
be taken of the assembled cars on this historic occasion. 
 
After seeking permission, I scaled the ladder to the platform, and held on tight as the structure 
rocked to and fro. Holding on very tightly with one hand, I quickly took two or three pictures 
using the other hand, and made a hasty retreat from the tower before I collapsed it. It would not 
have seemed polite to wreck their tower when they had been so hospitable, and I did not want 
to become a legend in the ‘buff book’. 
 
I carefully photographed the participating vehicles in this line-up, and met members from all 
over the place. Rory (I can’t spell it properly) Dunsford, who drove his Chummy down from 
Scotland over part of the previous week, another chap who also brought his Chummy down 
from Scotland on a trailer, stopping off at Mark Greening’s Alderton Austin Services near 
Cheltenham on the way. We met Nick Beck and a few others from Tewkesbury area, and 
another group from the Bristol club. There were also 750 Club members present. It’s a good job 
Hilary and I stumbled on the Rumble, or MA7C would not have been represented. I hope we 
made a good impression! 
 
Later we all went into the Clubhouse and had a very nice cream tea, and listened to the prize 
giving for the events and the closing speeches. Everyone agreed that it had been a very 
enjoyable and well attended 10th Anniversary Rumble. I counted sixty three attendees on the 
Sunday alone. We went away very happy and contented. 
 
Whilst talking to Andrew, he asked if we would go down to Cornwall in one of our Sevens. I 
said that I did not want to put on a lot of mileage just getting there and back, but I had 
considered trailering one down, and that the only problem with that was where to park the car 
and trailer. Andrew immediately offered to let us park both car and trailer at his farm, so I’m 
now considering having a towbar fitted to the Freelander and hiring or borrowing a trailer next 
year. 
 
Thanks go to Reggie and Andrew Jarmin, Doug (I never did get his last name), Steve Baldwin 
and many others who extended their friendly hospitality to us with open arms, and we did not 
even have one our cars with us at the time! 
 
After a little late research, I think Mary was Mary Hardman, and Doug was Doug Castle. 
 
 
Maybe Brem could organise a Cornwall (Kernow) Run and Andrew Jarmin and his fellow 
Committee members could hold a Cotswold Rumble? 
 
Hilary & Ian Dunn 
 
The result of defying gravity you see on the front cover! 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Just a few of the vast 
selection of photos supplied 
by Ian for me to chose from 
Thanks Ian 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 



 

The Roving Reporters    ( MA7C motor home section) 
 
 The Saga of The Scottish Rally and beyond. 
 
It was on the Friday that the VW finally pulled into the rally site at Guildtown. During 
the day the field filled up with sevens, motor homes, trailers and tents. 
The MA7C section camped in the usual spot with our daughter Helen and grandson 
Sam.  
Friday was the usual get 
together BBQ and a 
chance catch up with 
people. 
The run on Saturday 
seems to attract more 
A7s each year and we 
certainly brought the 
pub at Hemus to a halt 
as we filled the car park 
and they ran out of 
food! We, Arthur and Hazel and us, decided to return to Blairgowrie to eat. That was 
a good move, so stuffed full with Chinese fish and chips we headed back to prepare 
for the evening do. 
If you have never been to the rally it is hard to explain but the music, dancing, raffle, 
look alike competition and of course the ale (with a generous helping of Scottish club 
enthusiasm and organisation) all go to make a great night. You can fling yourself into 
the dancing or watch others make fools of themselves, anything goes. 
Sundays rally had an impressive mix of well turned out cars and those in need of 
some TLC, but used. There were driving tests, stalls of greasy bits and other bits and 
bobs to keep you amused and spending. 
 
On Monday Andy was leaving the party to stay in Scotland and we, plus H and A 
would join the Scottish club for their annual holiday, this year in Kielder forest. 
And so as 70+ people ( number not age) and A7s hit the road for Keilder,  the MA7C 
motoring section was reduced to us and Arthur and Hazel, and a mini and ….. but we 

won`t go there! We were about the 
last to arrive a pitched on a plateau 
overlooking the main site. Just about 
all of this part of the site was taken 
up with motor homes and sevens.  
Let the holiday begin. 
Neil had done a great job on the 
organisation and also sorted out the 
first run through the forest trails until 
we stopped for lunch at Otterburn 
Mill. Grandson Sam had a great time 
with Willow in the Dunford 
chummy, if a little shaken but not 

stirred. He even went back for more on Thursday. The day was rounded off with 



sociable activities centred around the 
entertainment tent which was luckily a “midge 
free zone”. 
Wednesday was free time so we decide to explore 
the immediate area with Sam and sample Kielder 
castle tearooms. Another chilled out day and very 
sociable evening. 
Thursday we just didn`t know what we had let 
ourselves in for, but by now we had said goodbye 

to A and H as they were of to another do.  
The run took us to the outskirts of Newcastle and seemed to last forever…. BUT the 
lunch stop was well worth waiting for and the bonus was a tour of the local Aston 
Martin service centre. Keith was in his element. Thanks Simon for the organisation 
this time. With all these fabulous vehicles being worked on, or in the showrooms it 
seemed ironic that some of the workforce came out to take photos of our cars. 
We were a bit 
weary when we 
got back to say 
the least.  
Friday we ducked 
out of the run and 
went into the 
small town of 
Bellingham. 
Kielder village 
has essentials but 
Bellingham has a 
garage, a Co-Op 
and other civilised 
things. We found it to be a friendly little place where people were keen to come and 
look at and talk about the Austins. 
  
Sadly that brought us to Friday evening and our holiday almost over.  
A room had been booked in Keilder Castle and we were to have, what we call an 
American buffet. They said there would be entertainment but what we didn`t know 
that it was down to the assembled crew to make it. There was a great assortment of 
“acts” and talented musicians and we of course provided vaguely harmonious singing 
(which got better as the evening wore on!) Another highlight was a quiz which we, 
Keith, me, the Hairy Biker and Delia (team members who cannot be identified for 
legal reasons!!) WON. Were we pleased ? Too right!  
And so into the night the revelry continued. Thanks Tanya for the mountains, 
daffodils etc it was stuck in my brain for a week. 
With a magic tweek from Neil the camper burst into life and we said our fond 
farewells to the crew who had made our holiday so enjoyable. 
 
Many thanks to all concerned for a brilliant week. 
 
Lesley Marriner 

 



Photos by Dave 
White, details in 
the association 
Magazine. 
(Weddings and 
other events) 
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Membership form 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Wanted:  Rear Wings for Box Saloon.  Please telephone Pete Francis on 
01386 47840. 
 
 

--- oOo --- 
 
 
Services 
Get your Austin 7 wheels shotblasted and powder coated. Quick turnround. 
£20 per wheel. Ring Les Gammon (Warwick) 01926 402228 
 

--- oOo --- 
 
 
 
For Sale 
( I am not retiring these are patterns no longer included in our current range 
of panels) 
  
A variety of patterns and formers for producing A7 panels. 
for details contact Keith on 07961323304 or  01455 636926   
 

--- oOo --- 
 
For Sale 
 
Book: “Automobiles  Lost & Found” by Micheal E Ware. Extraordinary stories of long‐
lost cars rediscovered. Has many stories of cars being discovered including a chapter 
on The Austin Seven. Purchased in error, I already have a copy! Was £ 19.99 now 
£7.50 a good read: Andy Lowe 0121 477 0547 

 



Company No 6803165                                                                          The companies act 1985 to 1989 
     Midlands Austin 7 Club Ltd. 

(A company Limited by guarantee and not having a share capital) 
 
 

   Annual General Meeting 
       Wednesday 29th September 2010 
 

NOTICE is hereby given that the 2nd Annual General Meeting of the MA7C Ltd will take place in 
the meeting room at Old Silhillians Rugby Club, Knowle. (Jct 5 of M42) on Wednesday 29th 
September 2010 at 20:00 hours for the following purposes:- 

1. To receive and consider the report of the Directors for the end of year 30 September 2010. 
2. To receive Notification of the accounts for financial year ending February 2011(note 1) 
3. Election of Directors (note 2) 
4. To consider any other business notified in accordance with the company’s articles of 

Association. (note 3) 
 
 
By order of the Board 
Pamela Bishop, Secretary. 
8th August 2010 

 

 
 
 
 
Notes:- 

1. The Board has elected to take advantage of the exemptions from publication of 
the 1st audit of accounts, and defer them for 6months to bring them into line 
with the company’s financial year. 

2. Two directors were elected at the 2009 AGM, when the Articles of 
Association were adopted. These directorships now held by Ian Devey 
“Treasurer” and Andy Lowe “Chairman” will be up for re-election at the 
meeting and Andy has let it be known that he no longer wishes to remain as a 
Chairman. New candidates are encouraged to stand, those wishing to stand for 
nomination to the board should notify the secretary in writing their willingness 
to serve, not less than 14 day prior to the AGM. 

3. Only items that have been included in the agenda for the AGM and notified to 
the Secretary not less than 14 days prior to the AGM may be discussed during 
the formal part of the AGM. The board has the discretion over the detail of the 
agenda. 

 
 

 
 



 
 
 

A picturesque run around the Cotsw
wi

On Sunday 31st October 2010   
Start: The Ranch Caravan Park

By kind perm

By kind permission of Blackwell Village 
Because the clocks will have just gon

Run to enable members to get home before 
will be a

-----------------------------------------------------

Car Entry Form 

Start: 10.00am

           Name: ....................................

Address: .......................
......................................
Post Code: ....................
Vehicle Reg: ...............

Return to: R.Bremner-Smith. Tanglew

 
MA7C Autumn Leaves 

Cotswold Run 
olds to enjoy the autumn colours 

th a lunch stop at a suitable hostelry, location tbc  
    At 10.00am prompt     

, Honeybourne. WR11 4PR 
ission of Mr and Mrs A Attridge 

Finish: at Blackwell Village Hall. CV36 4PE 
Hall Committee and Mr and Mrs K Turner 

e back, the run will be shorter than the Spring 
their vehicle candles need lighting. Sunset 

t 1636hrs 
--------------------------------------------------

--------- 

MA7C Autumn Leaves Cotswold Run 
. Sunday 31st October 2010  

at The Ranch Caravan Park, Honeybourne 
Finish: Blackwell Village Hall 

.......................... 

................................... 
.................................. 
...Tel: ......................... 

.........Model: ................. 
Pub Lunch / Picnic  -  Please circle your choice 

ood, Cleeve Prior, EVESHAM , WR11 8JY 
 


