“Andy presents Leslie with a bouquet with our thanks for 23 Years hard work”

Club Nights 2008
29th October
26th November
17th December

Bring & Buy
AGM
Christmas party price of food to be confirmed

Events
26th Oct
14th-16th Nov
26th Dec

Restoration Show NIA
Classic Motor show NEC B’ham
Boxing Day Run

Please let the Committee know of any event’s that you go to that you think may be of interest
to other members, so we can include in the list of events.
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The Editor at Work
Hi all,
Well the nights are drawing in now, and the rally season is almost over. Ian and Elaine Devey
and Pamela and I had a wonderful long weekend at the Goodwood revival meeting this month
and the weather was glorious, more about this later as Pamela has agreed to do an article.
Stanford Hall was well attended and the weather was dry if not warm, just the restoration show
and the classic motor show at the NEC now to round of the year, unless anyone knows of a nice
little event to attend? OP!s almost forgot the Boxing Day Run
This months Club night is the Bring & Buy so will no doubt be well attended. Last months talk
by the Beefeater, Ray Saunders Cooke was an enthralling night and he kept is well entertained
with is stories of the Tower.
I have been flooded with offers to take on the job as editor “not”, as expected! There must be
someone out there who could spare a few hours a month to put the newsletter together?
The AGM is in November so give it some thought! And get in touch with me or one of the
committee.
As you will see from Andrews View from Top, Simon is also standing down at the AGM, I
would like to thank him on your behalf for the work he has put in during his time as Secretary.
So are there any Volunteers out there we could do with some new Blood!
This will be your last newsletter by the way if you haven’t renewed this year the form is latter
in newsletter so those of you who haven’t yet get it filled out and sent to John Roberts’s a.s.a.p.
I will see you at the Bring & Buy
One last thing I’ve just heard there will be no Grey Mag with this months Newsletter due to
Robin “the Editor” being ill!
Cheers for now
Regards
Rick Bishop
“The Girls at Goodwood!”

Well, Stanford Hall rally has come and gone and with it the organisers. Lesley and Keith
Marriner have organised it for the last 23 years; and it is perhaps due to them and their
relaxed approach, that so many members enjoy and look forward to the event. On
behalf of the members and committee
“Thank you very much” This does mean the club
needs a new organiser for next year, so if you
would like to have a go, speak to one of the
committee or the Marriners. The rally is not too
onerous to organise, and is mainly co-ordinating
with Stanford and turning up early on the day.
Last month’s club night was a talk by Ray
Sanders-Cook who regaled us with stories of the
Tower of London; very entertaining and I only
wish my history lessons were that interesting.
This month is a Bring and Buy sale and as last time some members missed it due to
technical difficulties, now is your chance to get out all those carefully horded bits.
Please label clearly the parts with your name, any reserve or if it’s donated to club.
Arnold has again agreed to be our auctioneer. The next event the club is attending is
the Restoration Show at Stoneleigh on the 26th October, the display is organised and we
shall be demonstrating the restoration of steering and suspensions. We should have a
chassis and the associated car on our stand. If you do go, drop by and say hello. The
preparation for the Classic Car Show at the NEC rumbles on with various bits being
sorted out, so if you would like to join in and be involved give me a ring. At last years
show I discussed having a car on the Sporting Bears stand, who offer rides to the public
to raise money for charity, last year they raised over £30,000, if you feel you could do
this give me a ring, you would not have to do all three days, and don’t have to stay with
them, as they can ring you, to come back if someone ask‘s for a ride. They often have
“enough” classics and something out of the ordinary attracts the public’s interest.
Looking into the future the VSCC is having a 75th Anniversary Celebration week at
Malvern next year during the first week in August and on the last Saturday, 8th, is
planning a club day with lots of attractions; so give it some thought. With regard to next
year, you will see notice is given of the AGM in November; and as you will have seen,
Rick is stepping down as Editor at the end of December, but would be able to assist the
new Editor to begin the editorship. It amounts to assembling the Newsletter to keep
members in contact with what has happened and what is going to happen, and passing
on information that might be useful. You don’t actually have to write the newsletter
yourself! You could of course take it the direction you think it should go. Also Simon is
standing down as Secretary due to his new employment requiring him to be on call, and
so he feels he cannot make all the committee meetings; however he will still run
Longbridge for the club, as he is known to the Council, and has got to grips with the
organising. The Secretary’s job is to be a name for other clubs etc, to send things to,
and so you can bring these to the attention of the club and the committee.
I have been doing a bit more in the garage, even if the RK is not moving forward, I have
made an engine crane, as all the ones I looked at were too big for an A7 really, most not
even passing between the front wheels. I will put the drawings in the newsletter later.
This time last year I went to the National Drum Fair and actually sold a drum, however
this year I, succumbed and bought another snare drum, still the restoration took a lot
less time.
Regards, Andy

Midlands Austin Seven Club
Annual General Meeting
Wednesday 26th November 2008
Notice is given that the Annual General Meeting of the Midlands Austin Seven Club will
take place at the Old Silhillians Ruby Club on Wednesday 26th November 2008 starting at
8:15pm for the following purposes.
1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)

Reports of Officers on the year ended 30th September 2008
Election of Officers
Election of Chairman
Election of President
To consider any other business notified to the Secretary
Make awards by the officers

Dear Members,
I would just like to take this opportunity to thank those members who kindly sponsored me to
run “Race for Life” this summer. I ran 5km in just over 40 minutes and raised £740.00 for
Cancer Research.
Many Thanks
Louise Lowe

From: "Ray Prichard" “With thanks to the Shropshire Star for this article” Ed
http://www.shropshirestar.com/2008/10/01/dave-picks-up-dads-project/

Dave picks up Dad’s project

Forty years ago Ken Evans put his first car, a 1932 Austin Seven, in the garage at his Shropshire hillside home intending
one day to do it up. Occasionally he would run the engine to keep things ticking over and at times of increased
enthusiasm the Austin would get a polish.
But Ken never did get round to restoring it. He died last October aged 81. Now his son Dave is on the case to reveal the
vintage motor in all its glory. “I’m 47 and I can remember that when we were kids it used to be outside the house, and we
used to play in it. I can remember it going in the garage, and that’s about it,” he said.
“My dad upgraded to an Austin Ten. He didn’t throw much away and I think because there was room in the garage it was
put in there.” He was going to restore it himself, but never did, and it’s been in there ever since.
“He used to run it periodically, starting it up in the garage. He was very clever mechanically. He worked at COD
Donnington as a mechanic.” Dave, a commercial bodybuilder at Bulkrite Truck Bodies of Donnington, says the Austin
Seven is complete and the engine has not seized - turning the hand crank still turns the engine.
“I’m not after a spot-on restoration, just to have it running and MOT’d, so I can have some fun in it really.”
An old family picture shows Ken, wife Ethel, and Ken’s sister Mary Evans, with the car - YY 4971 - on holiday in the
Cheddar Gorge in the 1950s, and Dave’s dream is to be able to return to the same spot for a new picture with the
restored car.
As for the background of the car, which has 19,581 miles (not guaranteed) on the clock and a 1963 tax disc, he has
incomplete information. He knows it was not new when bought, and the engine block has a 1932 date.
“I know it was his first car. He and my granddad Jack Young bought it between them, paying £5 each.”
By Toby Neal

“Warning about fuel Additives being used by Supermarkets and other retailers”
FUELS by Matt Vincent
Aspects of the use of petrol containing ethanol- Based on a recently published public domain document,
CONCAWE Report number 3/08
Fuel volatility
Blending small amounts of ethanol (up to 5%) into petrol does produce a measurable increase in
volatility. Oil companies must ensure that fuel volatility meets specified limits (EN 228) so petrol
containing ethanol will be adjusted to this specification. However, if fuel containing ethanol is mixed in
the vehicle tank with purely hydrocarbon fuel an increase in the volatility of the blend in the tank can
result. This may produce unwelcome symptoms of poor hot starting, erratic running including running too
rich, or too lean, associated with excessive fuel volatility. The FBHVC caters for a wide range of vehicle
ages, and it is highly probable that some will be less able to cope with an unintended increase in fuel
volatility, and also some time-related deterioration in performance of cooling systems. Unfortunately, it
seems that not all fuel containing up to 5% ethanol is labelled as such, so the scenario of mixing two types
of fuel in the vehicle tank is a realistic one, with a significant probability that driving difficulties may
result. Volatility related problems have been discussed before, and there are a number of often fairly
simple remedies.
Octane quality
The addition of 5% ethanol increases petrol octane quality by about one octane number. For this reason
high octane unleaded petrol (nominally 98 Research Octane Number or RON) is more likely to contain
ethanol than the normal 95 RON standard or 'Premium' product. Refiners do not like giving quality away,
so if ethanol is added to the standard product, the blend may be adjusted so that octane quality remains at
95 RON. Those owners of high performance cars originally requiring high octane five star petrol are more
likely to buy 98 RON unleaded, so they are more likely to encounter blends containing ethanol. However,
given the high octane quality of ethanol, and the EU-driven enthusiasm for bio- fuel inclusion, use of
ethanol in the normal 95 RON unleaded petrol cannot be ruled out. Exposure of the majority of historic
car owners to blends containing ethanol is increasingly likely as time goes on.
This is consistent with a report received by the FBHVC this summer from one owner who had treated his
tank with a proprietary sealing product, after which fuel containing ethanol had been used, resulting in a
proverbial gooey mess. The scale of the problem in this case led to the need to strip the fuel system. It is
not currently known whether tank sealant manufacturers are able to supply products compatible with fuels
containing ethanol, but their availability would certainly be an advantage. If such products are not
available, their use is likely to decline and rather more traditional methods of tank repair, or even remanufacture, may become a growth industry.

Effects on fuel system metals
Briefly, the presence of ethanol in petrol increases the risk of corrosion of metallic fuel system materials.
This difficulty is recognised from long experience, and effective corrosion inhibitors have been
developed. Responsible fuel retailers should employ a suitable additive to protect their customers'
treasured possessions, but this may not always be the case. CONCAWE Report 3/08 gives a list of metals
not recommended for use with petrol containing ethanol which reads like a metal who's who for vintage
and classic cars, i.e. zinc, brass, copper, lead-coated steel. On this basis, the type of car favoured by those
represented by the FBHVC could have problems in the petrol tank, fuel pipe, carburettor and most
fittings. Modem vehicles have tended to maximise the use of engineering plastics, so will have less of a
problem. However, to avoid sounding too gloomy, it should be remembered that corrosion inhibitor
additives are usually very effective in providing protection, and if the products used by the fuel retailers
do not perform, a low cost after-market product may well become available for owners of vulnerable
vehicles to use.
Effect on gums, sediments etc.
Over time all fuel handling systems tend to accumulate deposits of one kind or another in crevices and
corners. Sediments, gums, rust, lacquer and other materials fall into this category, and generally the older
the fuel system the more of such material there will be. Unfortunately fuels containing ethanol tend to
loosen these deposits which then move on to plague the driver with mysterious fuel starvation problems.
There have been a number of references to such problems recently, including in cars used for racing,
which arguably may be more likely to be using fuel containing ethanol through the high octane route.
Irritating though this problem must be, there is arguably a finite amount of such material in fuel systems,
and thus after a certain time, which will be shortened by thorough cleaning, further use of ethanol fuels
will not dislodge more sediment to block filters or jets, so hopefully this problem will fade with time.
Effects on seals, plastics and other materials
Other no-no materials mentioned by Report 3/08 are shellac, cork, nylon and GRP materials, plus various
elastomer and seal materials. Recommended materials include Viton, Fluorosilicone, neoprene and BunaN for hoses and gaskets (but neither of these for seals). Teflon tape is recommended in preference to
alcohol based pipe and thread sealing materials. Tank lining materials used to prevent small leaks in tanks
are also in the not-recommended category for ethanol fuels.
Fire safety
Fuels containing ethanol at low levels (5-10%) behave very similarly to those not containing ethanol
when burning, so safety considerations and fire-fighting techniques will be similar. However, high
ethanol content fuels have been shown to be capable of de-stabilising or collapsing foams used to fight
fuel fires. Also, pure ethanol bums with no visible flame so making fire fighting more difficult.
Alcohol resistant fire fighting foams should be used with fires in fuel containing more than 10% ethanol,
but given the difficulty of knowing what sort of fuel blend is in use in certain older racing vehicles, this
type of foam would be a wise choice for all racing applications.
In conclusion, there are a number of unfortunate or negative aspects to the use in older vehicles, of fuel
containing even 5% ethanol. These can be summarised as: an increased tendency to vapour lock, fuel
system corrosion and random fuel starvation events from dislodged deposits. These potential problems in
general would support the view 'if in doubt avoid'. Unfortunately it seems increasingly clear that it will
become harder and harder to do this, so that perhaps inevitably such fuels will become just another part of
the picture of using a historic vehicle in today's world. Experience is being gained all the time, so maybe
a clearer picture will emerge with use. Historic vehicle owners should be aware of potential pitfalls, as
they may be able to take precautions, or may more easily find a suitable remedy for problems which do
occur.

TIP OF THE MONTH Carburettor Bleed Screw
Austin Seven owners, using the Zenith 26VA carburettor and suffering from poor, erratic engine idling
can now improve the situation with very little effort.
If you look at the underside of the 26VA you will notice a brass screw head in a raised rib about 30
mm back from the manifold flange. This has always been considered in the past as a blanking screw
covering a passageway within the body of the carburettor. This screw plug is, however, an access cover
to a jet underneath.
Apparently this jet 'bleeds' a small amount of air into the throat of the carburettor when the butterfly
flap is fully closed. If you hold up the carburettor and look into the throat from the manifold end you
will see two small holes. The furthest one of these is the entrance to the jet which can easily become
choked with dirt and leads to the rough idling. It can be reached by taking out the blanking plug and,
with a good quality screwdriver which is able to reach far into the hole the jet, can be unscrewed for
cleaning. Do use a good screwdriver as the jet is easily damaged
You will be amazed the difference cleaning this jet will make. Another useful tip in association with
this jet is to have your car ‘gas analysed’ on a Crypton tuner or similar. You will then be able to set the
air bleed screw on top of the carburettor accurately. Note the setting by counting the number of turns
out of the air screw that gives the accurate setting and always use this setting.
Thanks to Malcolm Watts Cornwall Austin Seven Club

I own a 1936 Austin 7 Ruby which is tatty but usable. The car was purchased from a classic car specialist
down in Plymouth and came with a photocopy of the original bill of sale together with some delightful
old photos. I also own a 1971 MGB Roadster which is nearing the final stages of a nut and bolt
restoration.
I believe the Austin 7 was restored during the 1960’s when it was painted bright yellow! It was then used
regularly before being restored again in the 1980’s. Thankfully, this time, it was painted black. It stood in
a barn for many years before being rediscovered by the person I bought it from.
Being a member of the Midlands Austin 7 club is immensely enjoyable. I particularly enjoy the auctions
and annual trip to Arnold’s house in the summer. The supply of spares and technical advice is invaluable.
Sadly, work commitments and the MGB restoration have meant that the Ruby has become rather
neglected in recent times. I expect to put it back into regular use next year. I would like to paint it and retrim it at some point to restore it to its former glory. I am looking forward to many happy years of
motoring in the car!
Pete Coxhead

GOODWOOD – GOODWEATHER- GOODTIME
September 18th saw Rick and I Elaine and Ian begin our Goodwood adventure.
After a rather shaky start, after Ian picked up some contaminated fuel on the way to Redditch, which
necessitated a 3 hour “investigation” under the Ruby’s bonnet whilst Elaine and I drank tea in the garden, we
set off for Arundel in West Sussex.
We decided to cheat and use the sat nav for the journey but it had enough on the A34 and died. Mind you we’d
all had enough of the A34 by that point.
We arrived in Arundel tired and tried to find the hotel. Unfortunately this meant us stopping in the town centre
which was liberally sprinkled with very large, very shiny, very expensive Bentleys. Never the less we held our
heads high in our little Austin 7s but felt rather like tadpoles in a pond of Koi Carp. Eventually we found a
friendly native. Perhaps she could help us? Despite choosing someone who was deaf she was able to lip read
and pointed us in the general direction. She also fell in love with our tadpoles, sorry cars.
The next morning we went down to breakfast where a large group of Canadians staying at the hotel came down
to breakfast in full 40’s gear. Consequently Rick and I felt out of place as we had decided to dress in our
costumes later.
We arrived at Goodwood and were impressed by organisation and the speed at which we reached the pre1966
car park. At the gate we joined a throng of people mostly dressed in 40’s 50’s 60’s gear. Virtually everybody
seemed to have made some effort. Our first impression was of the noise of the cars taking part in the qualifying
for the next day. We stood and watched for a while but there was so much to see and do.
There were many stall selling both vintage and modern retro clothing. There were little scenes depicting life in
the 50’s with people dressed accordingly and interacting with the passing crowd. We all wore 50’s clothes and
Ian was very proud of his “genuine 50’s watch genuine 50’s belt and genuine 50’s wife! (Which I didn’t think
was very gentlemanly) Mind you he did remind us that we were ALL genuine 50’s people “at point of
manufacture” unquote.
We saw Glam Cabs from the Carry on film. Dads Army, and Laurel and Hardy. For those who remember
Round the Horn Julian and Sandy were strolling around. We listened to Jazz bands and visited the 1950’s
Earls Court Motor Show complete with press. Outside we had to drag the men away from the bikini clad
Beauties.
So the weekend went on the most impressive thing being a display by Spitfires and a Dakota. Everyone was
smiling joining in and genuinely enjoying themselves. Elaine and I left the men to watch some races whist we
just sat and watched the crowds and the costumes.
It did get very crowded on the second day (Saturday) and it was very hard to get a seat. We had to keep
stopping for refreshments to rest but did manage to get seats on one of the tractor trailers which do a circuit of
the whole ground.
We ate lunch in the Spitfire tent and the food and service were lovely.
Altogether we did two full days at the show and for us that was enough. On our third day we visited the Duke
of Norfolk’s place (Arundel Castle) funnily enough that was the day HE chose to go to Goodwood.
We used PamNav for the return journey (anything to avoid the A34) and returned home via B roads were
possible.
We saw some lovely scenery en route and although it took longer it was more enjoyable.
All in all we had a goodtime and would recommend Goodwood and the surrounding countryside to anyone. Just
save up before you go!
I’ve attached a few Photos’!
Happy Sevening
Pamela Bishop

Fuel problems before we start see FBHVC Article

Bathing Beauties at the 50’s Motor show

Was this what Pamela meant by Laurel & Hardy

The Noise was unbelievable

The girls in 50’s cloths by a Dakota

Arundel Castle a lovely place to visit!

STANFORD HALL 2008

Well the weather stayed fine for Leslie and Keith’s swansong but you certainly need your
woolly vest on at Stanford this year.
The rally was well attended as usual but the numbers were down on previous years probably
due to the change of date!
The Scot motorcycles were there as usual and this year the Velocette Motorcycle club were
there as well.
As for the Men’s Bake a Cake competition there was talk of a nepotistic result as Keith came
away with the prize. “I didn’t enter my self but I think I would be asking a few questions if I
had of done, Know what I mean!” say no more!
Harold didn’t win despite that expert advice see last months Mag! But he did bring what was
left from his and Edith’s 50th Wedding Anniversary Buffet to hand out to the ravenous
throng, “Congratulation to you both” see photo below. There were some interesting bits on
the motorcycle jumble stands; one even had a single seater racing A7 for sale. It wasn’t
actually there but the photo’s looked very interesting.

Harold handing out the Buffet!

And explaining the tips he’s had from “James Martin!”

The Marriner’s final Prize giving at Stanford

“A not so happy trip back from Stanford Hall”
Sunday
A dry day, bits of sunshine, off for a good day out, touch of rain to wards the end of Stanford, clear run home.
Turning into our road off Stratford road about 1 Min from home, bang, a fiat overtaking us in the on coming
lane, surprise he collided with my offside and disappeared sideways into a lamp post and wall.
Monday
A phone call to insurance company and a visit to the doctors for Elaine, legal assistance from insurance rang us
at home.
Wednesday
Insurance rang home to see if we required a car.
Thursday
Assessor arrived to view the car; he had a good knowledge of old cars, having rebuilt 2 MG “A’s” in the past.
He said the Ruby was a possible right off!
Friday
Forms arrived.
“To be continued!”

Before

After

“Thanks to the DA7C for this article” ED

Fleeces
Sweat Shirts
Polo Shirts
Base Ball Caps
Woolley Hats
Scarfs
Greetings Cards
Post cards
Mugs
Centenary Mugs
Teacloths
Van Models
Box Models
Car Stickers
Tax Disc’s Holders
Large Magnets
Small Magnets
Key Rings from
Badges
Sew on Austin Badges

Various colours
Various colours
Various colours
Various colours

Various Logo’s

Various colours

£25.00p
£15.00p
£12.50p
£6.50p or £7.50p
£6.50p
£8.50p
£1.00p
.40p
£4.99p
£6.00p
£4.00p
£25.00p
£15.00p
£1.50p
.50p
£2.75p
£1.75p
£1.50p to £2.35p
£2.50p
£1.50p to £2.50p

Midlands Austin Seven Club
Services available to Club Members
Vehicle Insurance is available from Richard Hosken Tel: 01277 206911
This now includes a European wide recovery section.
Vehicle Valuations, Available from Sec, I must have a ¾ front view, colour view of the vehicle
also a full description and all relevant numbers.
DVLA, Secretary has all the details you need, everything from recovery of original index mark to age related mark
information packs, - also a complete listing of all available archive records, index cars, some privately owned by vehicle
trusts, including some for light commercial vehicles, he will be pleased to assist you with index mark recovery via the
DVLA V765 scheme. Along with dating certificates for age related marked, all are free services for members, donations
are welcome! We do make a charge to non-members for these services.
SPARES: are available from Arthur, from engine studs, nuts, plugs, gaskets, tyres, tubes, condensers,
Dynamo and starter Brushes, HT Leads etc
REGALIA: Sheila has variety of goods, see adverts

For Spares & Regalia if you require a certain items please give the relevant person a call so you will
not be disappointed.
BOOKS: to help you with your quest for perfection include (these books are not kept in club stock)
The Austin Seven
R J Wyatt
The Austin Seven Source Book
B Purves
The Austin Seven Portfolios
The Original Austin Seven
Rinsey Mills
The Austin Seven & Eight
Pitmans. (Out of print but available at auto jumbles)
The Austin Seven Companion
750 MC
The Austin Seven Specials
Bill Williams
The Austin Seven Practical Classics Briefings
The Austin Seven
Jonathan Wood
Pre war Austin and Austin Seven
Unique Motor Books
The Austin 1905-1952
R J Wyatt
Seven Years with Samantha
Clive Ball
The Austin Seven Pictorial Tribute
R J Wyatt
The Austin Seven Manual
Mercury Publications
The Austin Seven Pictorial Tribute
R J Wyatt
Whatever Happened to the Baby Austin
J Underwood
Austin Seven in the 1930’s
Brooklands Books
Austin Seven Cars 1930-1935
Brooklands Books
Austin Racing History
Roland Harrison
Building Replica Ulsters
Chris Gould
Guide to Austin 65 and Nippy’s
Chris Gould
Austin Seven
Chris Harvey
Austin from Inside
Freddie Henry
Austin Competition Cars
Martin Eyre
Motor Sport Book of the Austin Seven
W Boddy
Design for Competition
750 Motor Club
Building and Racing my 750
R J Stephens
MOT STATIONS & OTHER SERVICES
Baldwin’s: Bromsgrove Tel: 01527 874663
Warringtons of Warwick Scarbank, Miller Rd, Warwick. Tel:01926 493072
H J Taylor, Willersley, Broadway Tel:01386 852338
Mill Garage, Kings Norton Tel:0121 486 3486 Roger or Bill
Badhams, Honeybourne Nr Broadway Tel: 01386 830307
Croft Garage, Bromford Drive, Bromford, Birmingham, Tel: 0121 748 5700
Egdon Service Station, Egdon Lane Spetchley, Worcester Tel: 01905 345311 (Midway Pershore/M5 Motorway)
A.U.B. Auto Electrical Specialists 23 Solihull Road, Shirley, Solihull, B90 3HB Tel 0121 744 4348
Alcester Glass Centre, Arden Business Centre, Alcester, Tel 01789 763236
S Phillips. Wire Wheel Builders, Unit 3 Sevenstar Rd Oldbury B69 Tel 0121 544 9060 Afternoons only
Harling Foundries Ltd - Tel: 01424 443160
Classics & Chrome, Unit 8, Hinkley Business Park, Brindley Rd, Hinkley, Leicestershire LE10 3B Tel: 01455 637921

Do you know of any more information we could add to benefit our members

