Club Night a lovely evening & Arnolds

Club Nights 2008
30th July
27th August
24th September
29th October
26th November

Race Night
Noggin & Natter
Talk? Tba
Bring & Buy
AGM

Events
19th & 20th July
20th July
27th July
24th Aug
31st Aug

Marcle Steam Rally Much Marcle
Longbridge Rally
Black Country Museum Vehicle Rally
Stoneleigh Park Country Festival
MA7C Coventry Museum Gathering

01531 660464
0121 557 9643

Please let the Committee know of any event’s that you go to that you think may be of interest
to other members, so we can include in the list of events.
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Meetings held last Wednesday of the month, Old Silhillians Rugby Club, Knowle ( Jct 5 M42)

The last month has been busier than previous months, now that the lighter nights are
here and the weather supposed to be better. Louise took me, for Father’s Day, to the
MG International meeting at Silverstone, as I had noticed there was a display of the
earlier cars and some interesting racing. This is one of their major meetings with every
model of MG present, and all organised into
parking areas by model. There were visitors
from all over the continent and camping was
within the circuit, so they probably had quite a
party. There was an interesting autojumble with
most of the well known suppliers there, and you
could buy most things from chassis sidemembers and bodies to the smaller bits and
bobs. The racing was good with races featuring
the triple M cars through to races for 25’s and
TF’s. A great day out. The next event was the
club night at Arnold and Carols. This started
earlier for me, when the girl from up the road arrived to ask a favour. Would I take her
and her friend to their Prom, er…tonight! Evidently the man next-door was going to take
them in his open topped Mercedes but had been burgled and his car keys taken, and
the car had go into have the computer reprogrammed and new keys supplied before the
thieves returned and took the car. So the answer was
yes, and an hour and a half later, I presented myself
with the Box with bows on the door-handles to take
two ball-gowned young ladies to their Prom, before
going on to Arnold and Carols. What a lovely night it
was, with music and generous hospitality. There was
a good turn out of members and other guests, many
of who had brought interesting vehicles. Much
socialising was undertaken and there were some
very interesting cars in the garages, I was most
intrigued by a Box saloon which didn’t have a
sunshine roof. Someone had made a superb job of
panelling it in. The weather was kind and with the lighter nights, I got most of the way
home before needing headlights.
This month also saw the Top coming up for MOT, and so I greased, checked and
adjusted everything, and it passed. My father’s lorry also came up for MOT and so I
repeated the servicing routine again, especially as it is for sale and I have advertised it
in the Association Mag. I took it to my garage who hadn’t seen it before, and the phrase,
“and now for something different” came to mind. Still it passed, after they had
discovered the middle wheels were up in the air, and didn’t drop down into the brake
tester. The good news for members is that Arthur and Hazel have taken on the visit and
display at the August Bank Holiday show at Stoneleigh, and
they should be contacted if you are interested in joining in
for one, or all the three days. This is a family show which
faded away with the previous organiser last year but is now
back with the original organiser and should get better
again. Also you will recall, I told you about the Classic Car
Show in November and if you want to go give me a ring.
Also the ad for the show has advanced discount tickets.
Regards, Andy
and see they did fit!

The Editor at Work

Hi all,
Another month has come and gone and even though the weather has not been at its best, many
of you have been able to get “out and about” in your cars. Thanks to all of you who have sent
me articles of your exploits, “Keep them coming” it’s good to let other club members know of
these different events so they can think about going next year.
I have just come up from the garage where, I’ve been giving the special the once over for this
weekends Longbridge rally, I hope the weather is more kind to us this year!
At the last committee meeting Arthur volunteered or was he volunteered? Anyway he is to
organise the “Stonleleigh Country Festival” over the August bank holiday weekend, so those of
you interested should get in touch with him, as a matter of some urgency as time is getting on!
I have also include the entry form for the “Coventry Transport Gathering” which is the
following weekend Aug 31st so get them filled out and back to the Marriners.
One of you will be receiving a letter with this month’s newsletter, asking you to write a short
article for the next newsletter titled “MEET THE MEMBER”, it will include a list of suggested
content and I hope that going forward we can make this a regular feature introducing new faces
a photo would be nice of you and your car! To all the members and you will choose the next
recipient. It doesn’t have to be typed or on computer. Hand written is fine; I will get it put into
the correct format etc for the Newsletter.
Well that’s it for another month, I hope to have seen many of you at Longbridge, if not I will
see you out and about else where no doubt.
Happy sevening!
Regards
Rick Bishop

From: Sandra Francis
To: Rick Bishop
Sent: Wednesday, June 25, 2008 10:03 PM
Subject: Arnold's Evening

Hi Rick
Whilst on the computer sending you photos etc. I just thought I would finish off by saying that Pete had a
lovely evening at Arnold and Carol's, but he had to attend the event alone as I was attending our eldest
granddaughter's Summer Gala at her little primary school.
Pete said by the time he got to Arnold's he thought he had gone deaf .... and then he realised I wasn't
with him!!
All the best.
Sandra

Hi Rick.
We would also be happy to receive the newsletter via email and print it off ourselves. The only downside
of this being we would miss Brem's visit and chat!!
Sandra

Ann and John Hamilton popsandmomma@talktalk.net
Hi, Rick yes please to an email newsletter. Thanks for your work on the magazine, I possibly like you
can't always get fully involved in club activities but enjoy contributing in any way possible.
Can you pop the following into a newsletter?

lesley marriner marrinerkl@yahoo.co.uk
Dear Rick ,
You may like to put a quick note about Woollaton this year.Hopefully there is a picture of a windmill if not
give me a bell.

DearRick, My dear friend and well known personality, John Barlow, of spare parts fame, has had his
expensive and very advanced tuned engine and gearbox stolen from his home 2 nights ago.
The engine & gearbox unit was in his car which was stolen from outside his home.
It was to have a new camshaft fitted the next day! The engine is a rubber mounted unit with
counterbalanced crank, Raeburn head, cross flow manifold with 4 branch and a Nippy gearbox, deep
sump and Bosch distributor.
No doubt the people stole the car and were unaware of the engine unit and may not know what it is.
Keep your eyes open on the internet and around events. If you sniff anything John would like to hear
from you.
You can find his number in all the 750 mags. 01159224926.
All the help you can give is appreciated. There may even be a reward!

Re DVLA registration and Austin Sevens.
I do my best to keep club members up to date with matters appertaining to vehicle registrations and I have
been busy lately dealing with enquiries from far and wide.
Latterly I was contacted by a Stourport Man who had been buying spares from the club and needed to
have his vehicle looked at, he was finishing off a very nice sports boat tailed A7, I was able to direct him
to the relevant original issuing authority and he tracked down the original vehicle archive and after
inspection it has been recommended for approval via the V765 scheme and the club has received payment
for this service. He chose not to join and get the service for free. Another enquiry seeking advice is from a
member who has an older type TV.
I have myself had to enlist the services of relevant vehicle clubs and associations, many people know that
I have taken an interest in older motorcycles etc, I committed the cardinal sin of bidding on mopeds
without documents and for my pains have paid serious money out to have the registrations sorted by the
relevant clubs etc have them verify them and issues age related certificates so I could register them with
the DVLA.
My recent purchase of an Austin A30 from a club member needed a new MOT after him after finding out
it had the wrong colour on it! Luckily the V5C was all ok, it was a bit of a novelty buying a car that did
have documents, it makes life so much easier.
I am always impressed by enthusiasm for older vehicles by such a wide cross section of people. One
make clubs such as ours have unrivalled access to original, new old stock parts, body panels,
remanufactured parts etc, many enthusiasts needing a part made their own, then marketed them for A7
peoples benefits. We have a superb A7 Archivist, a national association, and access to factory records,
lots of detailed and well written books, etc, etc.
We do receive occasional requests for information on other historic vehicles, there are so many "others" it
almost certain they have a relevant club, archivist etc, those other clubs like our own Austin 7 Club have
expertise and knowledge, also of course they like to know about vehicles being discovered, imported etc
in order to keep their own records up to date. We are delighted to help people with non A7 vehicles by
directing them or introducing them to the right club or organization.
The DVLA continue to let us enjoy the privilege of operating the age related index mark scrutiny for A7's
and also the V765 Scheme. To date we have never had an application refused, you may remember last
year one person was in danger of losing their registration index mark because of discrepancies in
documentation, however all ended well.
Finally, The Direct Gov web site has links to vehicle enquiries, you can check an index mark yourself,
find a list of relevant vehicle clubs, etc - try it!.
In order to avoid rip off 0871...phone numbers you can try using the web site say no to 0870 for
geographical numbers at ordinary or cheaper rates.
Please feel free to contact me with any matters relating to the preceding, be patient though I am now
retired, [jealousy will get you no where] Letters work well.

Kind Regards John Hamilton.

USING OUR AUSTIN 7
SANDRA FRANCIS

In the last Magazine Rick asked for people to write in about the use of their cars. Unfortunately due to
family pressures and friends coming to stay with us from Australia etc. the A7 hasn’t been out of the
garage much BUT on Saturday 17th May our son Tim and his fiancé Laura were married in a small civil
ceremony at the 16th Century Fleece Inn at Bretforton.
Guests were restricted to close family members for the ceremony and lunch, and then friends were invited
to Evesham Rowing Club for the celebration in the evening.
When “how are we all going to get to the Fleece” was discussed my brother offered to take the bride and
her Father to the Ceremony in his Bull Nose Morris. There was room too for the bride’s sister who was
the chief bridesmaid. Thoughts then turned to the Mum’s and I offered to drive Laura’s Mum in the 7. It
was great fun and we laughed all the way – I even managed to keep my huge hat on, and although
nervous of my driving, Andrea said she had enjoyed the experience.

Tim and Laura Francis!

Churchill “Cotswold Village day”
Just like the previous rally, held in 2006, it was another scorching hot day with wall to wall sunshine. A
procession of cars of all types arrived from mid-morning onwards. We wondered where they were all
going to go as the village green beside the church filled to capacity. There must have been over three
hundred cars in all and a few other exhibits such as stationary engines, tractors and motorcycles.
Additionally there were auto-jumble and tool stalls in the adjoining field and craft, book and die-cast
model stalls beside the barbecue stall and the jazz band and singer.
The atmosphere was terrific, except in the vicinity of the barbecue where the atmosphere was decidedly
smoky. The wind direction caused the barbecue smoke to engulf the brave souls who were cooking the
best tasting sausage and bacon (smoky bacon) I have ever had, as well as other delights, etc. It’s a wonder
they did not demand breathing apparatus. Nearby the local ladies were serving homemade cakes of every
description. Hilary, who won’t eat the un-healthy stuff I was devouring, had several large portions of
‘healthy eating’ fruitcake. She has to watch her figure, you know!
We saw most of the regular crew of A7 and A10 members who always turn up to support local and some
not so local rallies. We won’t name them in case they told their wives they were somewhere else! Strange,
how, out of a club membership of well over a hundred, only a handful, and usually the same ones, ever
regularly to bring their cars to events, no matter how near or far. Well done lads and lassies – again!
From about 4 pm onwards the village green gradually emptied and we all enjoyed a very pleasant run
home in the late afternoon sun.
We are still wondering how they managed to book such a lovely day two years after the last in 2006. Neat
trick that if you can do it!
Kind Regards
Ian Dunn

Woollaton 2008
The dwindling band of campers on the Friday night has now dropped temporarily to 4, 2 Edens and 2
Marriners! The same blade of grass was dually found and camped on and the fish and chip supper,
helped by some liquid saw us mull over the events of the past year.
As we didn’t have our A7 there The Edens kindly offered to take us on the Saturday run.
The fun began as Marie and I climbed into the back of their Ruby and navigator Keith and driver John
piled in as well. The directions took us down some leafy lanes, over eye watering bumps( if you are in the
back that is), behind a heard of cows and even round a pub car park!
Eventually we got to the beautiful windmill with very welcome facilities.
It all sounds a bit ordinary but you had been packed in that Ruby it was far from ordinary and far from
quiet! Miraculously it went like the clappers with a Gordon England struggling to catch us at one point.
Many thanks to John and Marie for the entertainment. This continued with the customary BBQ where we
were joined by Paul and the Sharps. A good time was had by all, and so to bed (and that’s another story!!)
Sunday, rally day, was much the same as usual. I suppose we take all the work that goes into it a bit for
granted but thanks to John and team for another great event.
Lesley and Keith

Arnold and Carol’s Evening Event
For the June club night Arnold and Carol invited members to enjoy their garden, and to
use their cars now that the lighter night were upon us. There was quite a turn out, about
50 cars I would estimate. They had also invited other friends with old cars and there was
quite a range of different vehicles. Amongst the unusual were Wolsley and Crossley,
some of the larger Austin were very attractive. The Austin sevens were saloons, tourers,
sports and vans. Those who had not brought old cars made the effort to bring something
interesting and there were examples of MG and Nissan Figaro. Arnold and Carol had
found a delightful duo who performed some lovely period music on piano and drums
with vocals. A lavish buffet was provided and enjoyed. At the end of the night the
chairman thanked them for their hospitality and the guests were generous in their
applause in response.
Sevenaside

Or who’s been Pot Hunting?

Several club members may remember that Arthur Davies owned a hotel in Weymouth where I believe
many an enjoyable “rally” was held.
Arthur moved back to the Midlands many years ago and when he left Weymouth as well as the usual
things one packs he had a very large box of bits – namely an Austin 7 Ruby van. I gather it was the
belief of many of the local Weymouth Car Club that the vehicle would never be started let alone
finished.
However with persistence, loss of temper and a great deal of money an Austin Ruby van was rebuilt
and has travelled many a mile since.
This year the Dorset Tour fell on a weekend we where available, so off to Weymouth we went, with
the said van. After the run we assembled back in Weymouth to enjoy our cream scones and await the
presentations. Arthur who never goes “pot hunting” won not one but two very large shields, I’m not
sure whether it was the surprise of seeing Arthur or the completed van that influenced the judges, we
left carrying our goodies and with the words see you next year ringing in our ear’s – who knows,
maybe even more “pots”

Midlands Austin 7 Club present a new event.

Coventry Transport
Museum Gathering
SundayAugust 31st

10.30am—4.00pm

Millenium Place
Hale Street, Coventry, CV1 1PN
Entry to the museum is free!

A limited number of rally plaques are available to those
who enter first.
Please return the form to K and L Marriner
202 Ashby Road,
Hinckley, LE10 1SW.
…………………………………………………………………………

Name…………………………………………………..
Address……………………………………………….
……………………………………………….
Tel………………………………………
Car Model……………………………Year………….
Registration ………………………………………….

1933 Box Saloon rebuilt engine, king pins, new headlight, 14mm cylinder head
fitted and 18mm included, lovely condition ready to go £3850
Bill Price 0121 743 6945

Wanted Chummy

Preferably usable and running on the road,
T Devey 0121 244 7409

For Sale “by the club”
5off 3:50x19 new Blockley Tyres plus tubes for this month only £200.0p usual price
£50 each collect only from Ian Devey or Arthur Davis

Also Watford (Black Face) Clock, Pair Bullnose Morris (Lucas) Headlamps
Contact John Ward 01789 751175

Fleeces
Sweat Shirts
Polo Shirts
Base Ball Caps
Woolley Hats
Scarfs
Greetings Cards
Post cards
Mugs
Centenary Mugs
Teacloths
Van Models
Box Models
Car Stickers
Tax Disc’s Holders
Large Magnets
Small Magnets
Key Rings from
Badges
Sew on Austin Badges

Various colours
Various colours
Various colours
Various colours

Various Logo’s

Various colours

£25.00p
£15.00p
£12.50p
£6.50p or £7.50p
£6.50p
£8.50p
£1.00p
.40p
£4.99p
£6.00p
£4.00p
£25.00p
£15.00p
£1.50p
.50p
£2.75p
£1.75p
£1.50p to £2.35p
£2.50p
£1.50p to £2.50p

Midlands Austin Seven Club
Services available to Club Members
Vehicle Insurance is available from Richard Hosken Tel: 01277 206911
This now includes a European wide recovery section.
Vehicle Valuations, Available from Sec, I must have a ¾ front view, colour view of the vehicle also a full
description and all relevant numbers.
DVLA, Secretary has all the details you need, everything from recovery of original index mark to age related mark
information packs, - also a complete listing of all available archive records, index cars, some privately owned by vehicle
trusts, including some for light commercial vehicles, he will be pleased to assist you with index mark recovery via the
DVLA V765 scheme. Along with dating certificates for age related marked, all are free services for members, donations
are welcome! We do make a charge to non-members for these services.
SPARES: are available from Arthur, from engine studs, nuts, plugs, gaskets, tyres, tubes, condensers,
Dynamo and starter Brushes, HT Leads etc
REGALIA: Sheila has variety of goods,

For Spares & Regalia if you require a certain items please give the relevant person
a call so you will not be disappointed.

BOOKS: to help you with your quest for perfection include (these books are not kept in club stock)
The Austin Seven
R J Wyatt
The Austin Seven Source Book
B Purves
The Austin Seven Portfolios
The Original Austin Seven
Rinsey Mills
The Austin Seven & Eight,
Pitmans.
(Out of print but available at auto jumbles)
The Austin Seven Companion
750 MC
The Austin Seven Specials
Bill Williams
The Austin Seven Practical Classics Briefings
The Austin Seven
Jonathan Wood
The Austin Seven Association Grey magazines
MOT STATIONS & OTHER SERVICES
Baldwin’s: Bromsgrove Tel: 01527 874663
Warringtons of Warwick Scarbank, Miller Rd, Warwick. Tel:01926 493072
H J Taylor, Willersley, Broadway Tel:01386 852338
Mill Garage, Kings Norton Tel:0121 486 3486 Roger or Bill
Badhams, Honeybourne Nr Broadway Tel: 01386 830307
Croft Garage, Bromford Drive, Bromford, Birmingham, Tel: 0121 748 5700
Egdon Service Station, Egdon Lane Spetchley, Worcester Tel: 01905 345311 (Midway Pershore/M5 Motorway)
A.U.B. Auto Electrical Specialists 23 Solihull Road, Shirley, Solihull, B90 3HB Tel 0121 744 4348
Alcester Glass Centre, Arden Business Centre, Alcester, Tel 01789 763236
S Phillips. Wire Wheel Builders, Unit 6 Britannia Works, Bridge St Sth, Smithwick Tel:0121 558 5942
Harling Foundries Ltd - Tel: 01424 443160
Classics & Chrome, Unit 8, Hinkley Business Park, Brindley Rd, Hinkley, Leicestershire LE10 3B Tel: 01455 637921
Do you know of any more information we could add to benefit our members

