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Stoneleigh Park Country Festival
MA7C Coventry Museum Gathering
Stanford Hall Picnic Event
Restoration Show NIA
Classic Motor show NEC B’ham

Please let the Committee know of any event’s that you go to that you think may be of interest
to other members, so we can include in the list of events.
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The Editor at Work
Hi all,
Well Longbridge is over for another year, at least the weather was better than last year and the
gathered throng seem to have enjoyed the day. Harold Tibbs got the closest to balancing his
Chummy Pickup on the See-Saw, but as they say close but no banana. “Sorry Harold”
The Club is entered for the Stoneleigh Park “Country Festival” over the bank holiday week end
if you haven’t entered yet there just might be a spare pass left if you talk to Arthur Davies.
I have included a map on how to get to the Coventry Museum Gathering, as not everyone has
got Sat-Nav in their Seven.
Its good news from Lesley Marriner it looks like we will be able to go to Stanford Hall this year
after all more in her email later so put Sept 28th in your diary.
John Roberts has asked me to remind you that it’s that time of year again, membership
subscriptions are due again on 1st September, don’t the months fly by! Its still £24 for the year,
good value for money when you think that everything else is going up in price!
You will find a membership form later in the newsletter.
Thanks to those of you that have written in again this month, but I can always do with more
articles!
This month see’s the introduction of the “MEET THE MEMBER” article, thanks to Chris Gunn
for getting us started. One of you will be receiving a letter with this month’s newsletter, asking
you to write a short article for the next newsletter so please keep the balls rolling.
Happy Sevening!

Regards
Rick Bishop

Close “O” so Close

I attended the A7CA meeting at Gaydon with Arthur which was not particularly well
attended but took a big step forward I felt. They took the decision to rent premises for
the club archive held by Phil Baildon. Up to now the archive has been stored by Phil at
home in the garage and reputedly under the bed. The archive will now be in a room
rented from the Triumph Six Register at their club offices. The A7CA also decided to
buy racking and proper storage containers and a computer so that the collection can
be catalogued. The room is close to Phil for him to travel to, and it will be possible for
members and other interested researchers to visit and use the archive. This is a big
step forward in my opinion; and whilst not so grand as the Bugatti Heritage Trust at
Prescott, is a step in the right direction. Perhaps now enthusiasts will be prepared to
lend and donate articles to the Association for the benefit of others. Another item from
the meeting, was that, would those members who appear on the Breakdown Register
check their details as it is about to be reissued and need to be correct to be of use, and
it might be an opportunity to volunteer and check if you are already listed!
Next was Longbridge and I had a last minute jazz band gig come in so didn’t really help
in the park, but thanks to Simon, Jane and the boys, and all the others who turned out to
set up and prepare for the rally, when I swanned
in and admired their results. The barbeque on the
Saturday evening was quite well attended and
enjoyed, even if it went cold later on. Sunday was
kind in regard to the weather and there was a
good turn out of at least 75 cars and some
interesting autojumble bits. I’m sure others will
write up their adventures at Longbridge
elsewhere. I attended the Scottish Rally, and then
VSCC Prescott.
I then went to “Specials Day” at Burford Wildlife
Park in the TOP. This is organised by the Historic Specials Register,
I think, as it had been over 10 years since I last attended and I
spotted it in Classic Motor Monthly. There were quite a good
selection of the more unusual specials present, such as Tornado,
Dellow, Ford, Turner, Shirley (from Monkspath Garage near Solihull)
and examples of Hamblin and Super Accessories in Sevens.
Following the “Who’s been Pot Hunting” article, I better own up, that
much to my surprise, I was presented with the Austin Speedex
Spanner trophy. The run down was a pleasant 60 miles and despite
a couple of showers on the way (drive at 45mph and they blow
straight over the TOP!) the day was dry and sunny.
Next is our new rally at Coventry in the Millennium Square, outside the Motor Museum,
under the Whittle Arch; quite a unique photo opportunity this. Of course you can also
visit the museum, entry is free, and it is full of interesting exhibits and new displays right
up to the latest developments and include the fastest car in the world.
Also as you will read elsewhere, there is to be a gathering at Stanford Hall on the 28th
September; at this we are going to have our “Gentleman’s Cake Competition” open to
any man baking a cake completely unaided. There is a prize for the best cake of course,
not to mention the money raised for charity.
Regards,
Andy

Hi Rick
I was just downloading the week-ends photos onto the computer and have put a few lines together. Please don't
worry about using it if you have lots of other stuff to put in - it only took a few minutes - if you are struggling I guess
it might interest a few and remind those who didn't turn up that they had missed it!
I think I have got the Children's names right but you might check that out at the committee meeting if you are
going. I know its Ellie May but not sure of the spelling. Too late to ring Elaine now and we are off to Euro Disney
with the eldest granddaughter on Friday so lots to do.
Bye for now.
Sandra

Hi Rick,
Just to say how much my father and I enjoyed Longbridge. Thanks to all involved. I especially enjoyed my go at the
see-saw although it was quite a poor effort on my behalf. I have attached a photo I snapped on my phone of
Harold's triumphant attempt. If you look closely you can see that both ends are off the ground. I have been assured
that the camera does not lie and Harold patiently awaits his prize!
It was also nice to receive a packed magazine on the day which I have read from cover to cover. I also would like
to join the group of members who receive the magazine via e-mail so that I can enjoy it even more in full colour.
Keep up the good work,
James Clough

Dear Rick, just a bit to put in the newsletter if I am not too late.

Many thanks to the people who have signed up to support the Coventry Gathering this year. We
really do appreciate their entries. A few more entries would be great and it is a super venue if
you haven’t been before talk to Tom McFadden.
Eric Miles from Bristol, who always supports Stanford, is also keen to come to Coventry this
year. It will be great to see them and more!
News Flash

News Flash

Having been in contact with Stanford Hall it does seem possible that we can have a "rally” on
September 28th which has been provisionally booked due to the great concern from members
in other clubs especially. I am in contact with personal at Stanford and have yet to sort out
details like site and cost. But for those of you concerned that Stanford will not be in 2008, here
is a sort of a solution.
Lesley

Brian Tomkins 46 Bretforton Road Badsey Worcs WRll 7XQ
Late Ruby's fitted with propshaft support with a silent block.
For a long time of trying to sort this problem and talking to all Seven spares people - who
could not help me, I heard from Club members that Gordon Taylor had used a mini stabilizer
kit. After talking with him I purchased a kit from Sky Parts, Blackpole Road, Worcester and
came out with Sky Part SRK 18, a heavy duty Mini Stabilizer Kit. On fitting I used the rubber
bushes and the original centre tube. On fitting the rubber bushes you may have to take off a
few thous to make a tight fit. I have also been told you can freeze the rubber if using a lathe.
The knocking and vibrations have now gone and it has now become a very quiet Ruby.
Dear Rick,
Please find enclosed an article from the Daily Telegraph 4th August
Best Wishes
Richard Noaks

Scottish Tour 24th to 30th July 2008
Whilst I was recovering from my operation Lesley and Keith offered to take me to the
Scottish Clubs rally a Guildtown. Then Arthur and Hazel offered as well and it was
followed by a phone call from Rory Dunsford, so I thought “there’s no escape”
However after accepting Lesley and Keith’s offer fate intervened and Keith was
advised not to drive, and Lesley ended up with two back seat drivers!
I usually go up M5/M6/M9 but as they say, if you are going there, I wouldn’t start from
here. So it was a new experience to go up the M1 and over the Forth Bridge, via
Edinburgh. We had been offered the use of a Ruby by
Rupert Balfry who was going to a wedding in
Manchester, all we had to do was collect it from his
house, and drive a completely strange car, with all their
foibles to the rally. I shared the driving with Lesley until
we reached Rupert’s house after going through East,
Mid and West until we got to our destination. Over a cup
of coffee we found our way in, started the car after the
normal checks for levels etc, and drove it out. I drove
and Keith came with me to navigate and Lesley followed
behind and off we went to the Forth Bridge and on to the rally, keeping off the
motorways where possible. I forgot the Ruby trafficators didn’t self cancel and Lesley
came a long way wondering if I was about to turn off suddenly. We really only got a bit
lost at Milnathort, when we went up and down the high street several times looking
for the turn to Bridge of Earn. However this involved going through the stop-go lights
at the road works each time! As we turned into Perth I asked Keith if he minded which
Supermarket we used, to be confronted with a sign saying “Superstore”, the decision
made for us.
A warm welcome was received from the Scottish club and after an erection or two we
joined in the welcome barbeque. We met Arthur and Hazel who had travelled up with
the motor home with Hazel’s van on the trailer.
Saturday morning dawned to a mist cloaking the site and the far hedge missing, still
unabashed by this most of the rally field went on the road run. The grass was wet on
the field and Lesley’s shoes became wet and
didn’t dry out until a solution was found during
the visit to the winery. Good job shoes are not
needed to
tread grapes
and they
were not
doing
bramble
wine that
day. This ran
through a mixture of typical lovely Scottish
countryside and stopped at Scone Airport for
lunch. This was at an antiques centre and lunch
was taken in their function room which was all
decked out in white table clothes and chair covers
with organza bows on the chairs, very up market.
After lunch the route continued with a stop at a
winery but as it didn’t have a tea rooms we

repaired to the Old Station Tearooms and Craft shop at Errol. The whole route took
place in a small triangle of land perhaps no more then 20 miles from Guildtown but
after a few twists and turns you soon lost track of where you were. The route finished
with a wonderful hill about 1in 6 and two tight hairpins. There were clues, but I think
you were supposed to look for the answers, and not make them up, as the prize was
not for the most inventive.
Saturday night’s ceilidh was enjoyed by all as the recollections of the activities
became more misted in the refreshments and whirling round the dance floor. Last
year there was a Fergus look-alike competition, but this year it was Ian Dunsford who
was so honoured and 10 look-alikes had to be judged
for the best one, I think the real one came 8th but I’m
not sure!
Sunday was much better and a good selection of
models lined up on the field. It is a good idea to
remember that the far
north members have
travelled at least as
far as we have from
the midlands
and perhaps
further. Later
prizes were
awarded
(weren’t they Hazel!) and those not going on the
club holiday began to depart. That evening there
was the farewell barbeque to drink the
remaining beer and wine from Saturday night.
Monday saw us packing up to visit relatives, and
then on the Tuesday travel to York with a stay
over night and a visit to the National Railway
Museum. This was free entry, perhaps
Birmingham Science Museum should note! and
interesting. There is a sectioned locomotive and
an inspection pit so you can walk under a loco.
Particularly of interest was the workshop you
could view from a balcony and see a loco
stripped right down and all the associated
machinery, all on a much bigger scale than
an A7. Also there was a store of railway
relics. This contained examples of every
thing associated with the railway, from
silver from the Royal Train, and waiting
room chair, station benches, stained glass
windows to chamber pots from the night
sleepers; each one marked with its railway
company name. Then it was back home to
the washing and a pile of post.
With thanks to Lesley and Keith for taking
me, Andy Lowe

LONGBRIDGE 2008
WELL IT ONLY RAINED A LITTLE BIT!!
We woke up to brilliant sunshine but unfortunately by the time we got to Cofton Park the sky had
clouded over and the coldest wind I can remember in July had got up.
It was a day for chatting and catching up with people we hadn’t seen for some time, and for enjoying the
occasional break through the clouds when the sun was quite hot. So hot in fact that I dozed off in the
passenger seat to the amusement of many - it had been a busy week!

Our youngest members, David, Daniel and Ellie May, enjoy their day at our Rally.
Once again, thank to all the organisers for their hard work.
Sandra and Peter Francis

The Bill Adams Memorial Bench
Bill was one of a group of volunteer members active as a Friend of the Cotswold Motor
Museum at Bourton-on-the-Water, which is owned by the Civil Service Motoring
Association (CSMA).
The donations collected at Bill’s funeral were divided between Kineton Church Bell
Restoration Fund and the Adams family wishes for a bench in memory of Bill to be
presented to the Museum.
This took place at Bourton on Sunday 27th July, 2008. The members of the MA7C, who
had attended his funeral, along with Bill’s friends, were invited by the Adams family for
the presentation.
Michael Tambini, Curator of the Museum, accepted the bench on behalf of the museum
and spoke about the work the Friends do and Bill’s involvement in this.
The museum provided refreshments for all. Michael offered the group free entry to the
museum, to see the bench in its chosen position, where any visitors may take a rest on
their way around the museum.

The club get together at the Bourton Motor Museum for the dedication of a bench in
memory of Bill Adams a long standing friend of the Museum.

Sheila and Ken Turner

Hi my name is Chris Gunn,
I own a 1937 A7 Opal which is nearing completion, from a total rebuild from a “Box of Bits”
see photo below.
I also own a 1974 MGB GT, V8 which is usable and 1976 MGB roadster part restored.
I joined the club last December, and enjoy the company, and the enthusiasm of the members.
Since retiring I have found it hard to find the time to do as much as I would like, I did manage
to do the mechanical work on the Opal, but the body work I left to a professional.
I found a good radiator restorer in Brierley Hill, whilst I was doing the Opal. They recored and
painted my A7 radiator for £141.56, which I don’t think is a bad price they can be found at
GAT Radiators Ltd
Unit 22, North Street Ind Est,
North St,
Brierley Hill,
West midalands.
DY5 3QF
I hope to be out and about in the Opal by the end of the season, there’s just the trimming and
the final push to get it finished. Hope to see you around!
Chris Gunn

Thanks to the A7OC and the PWA7 for these gems

AUSTIN SEVEN FRONT AXLE CASTOR ANGLE
As my 1934 Box Saloon has always been a little jumpy and my experience of the early short wheelbase cars is that they can be
very hard to drive in a straight line. I stripped my car to its king pins and found the castor angle to be 2 3/4 deg. with the front
axle in its normal load position. At full rebound the castor angle had been reduced by minus 3/4 deg. Which is unstable? So for
me anyway, lowering the radius arm ball was a good idea. But why?
However, before solving that puzzle I made up a new bracket to drop the radius arm ball by one pitch of its fixing holes, ie.
About 1.5 inches, which I calculated would restore the castor angle back to the correct value of 5 deg. The shackles fitted more
easily than they have ever done in the past, without having to resort to twisting the front spring or fitting a spacer under the
spring base and the new castor angle was spot on at 5 deg. My working life has been with engineering design. I now run an
engineering design company from home using Autocad R4 to create drawings for engineering companies' local to my home in
Somerset so I couldn't resist looking into the question why?
I rang Phil Baildon and asked for copies of the engineering drawings that Austin used to manufacture the chassis, front spring
mounting plate and front and rear springs. The springs can affect castor angle if they are set to a greater camber than Austin
specified, both at the front and rear. On my car both front & rear springs were within 1/1 6th of an inch of the values specified
on the drawings, so that wasn't the answer. The drawings showed that for the Box Saloon the chassis top rail should be
horizontal and the front spring mounting bracket BR47 is machined at 5 deg. to ensure the 5 degree King Pin castor angle. In
contrast the later Ruby chassis is inclined by 23/4 deg. downwards toward the rear of the car and the spring mounting bracket
which is now part number BR155 is machined at an angle of2 deg 41 min (? the drawing print is not too clear on my copy)
which again will give a combined castor angle of just over 5 degrees.
Here then must lie the answer, for years we have assumed that the Radius arms are all interchangeable when in fact if you
inadvertently fit Ruby radius arms whether the early thin ones or the later stronger 2 bolt pattern, to an early chassis then you
will reduce the castor angle on your car by 3 degrees. The Part Nos. appears to be BMll 0 for the Box Saloon and BM194/195
for the Ruby. I don't have the part number for the two bolt radius arms but this is very obvious as it is very much stronger in
construction. It was the fashion for many years to replace the front axle on Box Saloons with the later Austin/Girling front axle
to obtain better baking and a stronger radius arm. If your car, like mine, is modified this way, then you will have a castor angle
of about 2 deg, and the car will not steer properly until you restore the original design conditions by lowering the Radius arm
ball by about one and a half inches and moving it forward by about 1/16th of an inch.
I would be interested to hear from anyone else prepared to survey their King Pin castor angles and also the top rail to get a feel
for how common this problem is. Certainly, back in the 1950's and 1960's we repaired these cars from piles of bits in a garage
choosing the best components, i.e. least worn, and paying no heed at all to part numbers, which were [a] very hard to find
under all the grime and paint, and [b] were all interchangeable anyway, weren't they? The lowering of the radius arm ball on
my car has improved the steering beyond measure; the car is much nicer to drive with better straight ahead stability and nice
self centering as you exit a corner - no longer a white knuckle drive! Rather as Austin's designed it to be in fact.

Midlands Austin 7 Club presents a new event.

Coventry Transport
Museum Gathering
Sunday August 31st

10.30am—4.00pm

Millennium Place
Hale Street, Coventry, CV1 1PN
Entry to the museum is free!

A limited number of rally plaques are available to those
who enter first.
Please return the form to K and L Marriner
202 Ashby Road,
Hinckley, LE10 1SW.
…………………………………………………………………………

Name…………………………………………………..
Address……………………………………………….
……………………………………………….
Tel………………………………………
Car Model……………………………Year………….
Registration ………………………………………….

Midlands Austin Seven Club
Membership Application
Members Name. …………………………………………………
Address……………………………………………………………
………….…………………………………………………………
………………………………………Post Code…………………
Tel No. ……………………………………………………………

Year.

Model.

Chassis .

Reg No.

Colour.

…….

…………….

…………..

…………

………

…….

……………

…………..

…………

………

…….

…………….

…………..

…………

……….

Membership Fee £24.00 expires annually September
(Includes Newsletter & Nat Ass Quarterly Magazine)
Please make Cheques payable to
Midlands Austin Seven Club (M.A.7.C.)
Post to: - John & Allison Roberts
18 Oaktree Lane, Cookhill, Alcester, Warks, B49 5LH

Fleeces
Sweat Shirts
Polo Shirts
Base Ball Caps
Woolley Hats
Scarfs
Greetings Cards
Post cards
Mugs
Centenary Mugs
Teacloths
Van Models
Box Models
Car Stickers
Tax Disc’s Holders
Large Magnets
Small Magnets
Key Rings from
Badges
Sew on Austin Badges

Various colours
Various colours
Various colours
Various colours

Various Logo’s

Various colours

£25.00p
£15.00p
£12.50p
£6.50p or £7.50p
£6.50p
£8.50p
£1.00p
.40p
£4.99p
£6.00p
£4.00p
£25.00p
£15.00p
£1.50p
.50p
£2.75p
£1.75p
£1.50p to £2.35p
£2.50p
£1.50p to £2.50p

Midlands Austin Seven Club
Services available to Club Members
Vehicle Insurance is available from Richard Hosken Tel: 01277 206911
This now includes a European wide recovery section.
Vehicle Valuations, Available from Sec, I must have a ¾ front view, colour view of the vehicle
also a full description and all relevant numbers.
DVLA, Secretary has all the details you need, everything from recovery of original index mark to age related mark
information packs, - also a complete listing of all available archive records, index cars, some privately owned by vehicle
trusts, including some for light commercial vehicles, he will be pleased to assist you with index mark recovery via the
DVLA V765 scheme. Along with dating certificates for age related marked, all are free services for members, donations
are welcome! We do make a charge to non-members for these services.
SPARES: are available from Arthur, from engine studs, nuts, plugs, gaskets, tyres, tubes, condensers,
Dynamo and starter Brushes, HT Leads etc
REGALIA: Sheila has variety of goods, see adverts

For Spares & Regalia if you require a certain items please give the relevant person a call so you will
not be disappointed.
BOOKS: to help you with your quest for perfection include (these books are not kept in club stock)
The Austin Seven
R J Wyatt
The Austin Seven Source Book
B Purves
The Austin Seven Portfolios
The Original Austin Seven
Rinsey Mills
The Austin Seven & Eight
Pitmans. (Out of print but available at auto jumbles)
The Austin Seven Companion
750 MC
The Austin Seven Specials
Bill Williams
The Austin Seven Practical Classics Briefings
The Austin Seven
Jonathan Wood
Pre war Austin and Austin Seven
Unique Motor Books
The Austin 1905-1952
R J Wyatt
Seven Years with Samantha
Clive Ball
The Austin Seven Pictorial Tribute
R J Wyatt
The Austin Seven Manual
Mercury Publications
The Austin Seven Pictorial Tribute
R J Wyatt
Whatever Happened to the Baby Austin
J Underwood
Austin Seven in the 1930’s
Brooklands Books
Austin Seven Cars 1930-1935
Brooklands Books
Austin Racing History
Roland Harrison
Building Replica Ulsters
Chris Gould
Guide to Austin 65 and Nippy’s
Chris Gould
Austin Seven
Chris Harvey
Austin from Inside
Freddie Henry
Austin Competition Cars
Martin Eyre
Motor Sport Book of the Austin Seven
W Boddy
Design for Competition
750 Motor Club
Building and Racing my 750
R J Stephens
MOT STATIONS & OTHER SERVICES
Baldwin’s: Bromsgrove Tel: 01527 874663
Warringtons of Warwick Scarbank, Miller Rd, Warwick. Tel:01926 493072
H J Taylor, Willersley, Broadway Tel:01386 852338
Mill Garage, Kings Norton Tel:0121 486 3486 Roger or Bill
Badhams, Honeybourne Nr Broadway Tel: 01386 830307
Croft Garage, Bromford Drive, Bromford, Birmingham, Tel: 0121 748 5700
Egdon Service Station, Egdon Lane Spetchley, Worcester Tel: 01905 345311 (Midway Pershore/M5 Motorway)
A.U.B. Auto Electrical Specialists 23 Solihull Road, Shirley, Solihull, B90 3HB Tel 0121 744 4348
Alcester Glass Centre, Arden Business Centre, Alcester, Tel 01789 763236
S Phillips. Wire Wheel Builders, Unit 6 Britannia Works, Bridge St Sth, Smithwick Tel:0121 558 5942
Harling Foundries Ltd - Tel: 01424 443160
Classics & Chrome, Unit 8, Hinkley Business Park, Brindley Rd, Hinkley, Leicestershire LE10 3B Tel: 01455 637921

Do you know of any more information we could add to benefit our members

