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Note from the ED. Due to circumstances ,if you have anything you want to put in the 

next news letter can you make sure I receive it by 8th February otherwise send it to our 
secretary Bob Prophet.   Many thanks 

 

Chair Chat 

Firstly, a very Happy New Year to all our members, and I trust that you have finally 

recovered from the excesses of the Christmas break and, that if you can remember, 

you enjoyed the festivities.  43 members and their wags sat down to our Christmas 

evening meal at Beoley VH to be served hot food on hot plates and with a smile,  

something we have not experienced for a long time. Maybe the bar service was a tad 

slow with only one barman but at least we did not have to go outside to get a drink!    

Most of the comments, I received on the night, were positive and I am to blame for 

the lack of coffee to finish. Noted for 2019. The comments I did receive, of a negative 

nature, have been noted and will be addressed with the coffee.  Any further 

observations are welcome.     The collection for the RNLI raised £65.63. I await 

confirmation of receipt from the Institute.     Sandra Francis's young friend, who sold 

the Reindeer Food, made almost £600 for Pancreatic Cancer UK.   

The Cotswold Run this year will be later than usual but being later may encourage 

better weather.   Sunday, 28th April is the day, a week after the Easter break and it is 

also 'Drive it Day'.    I don't yet know which part of the Cotswolds we will invade but 

it will have a steep hill, a ford and hopefully a suitable hostelry and probably a rough 

track. The start at the kennels, and finish at the Ranch is also becoming too 

predictable!  But the bit in the middle is still awaiting the viewing of various 

unopened OS maps.  

 I have recently received calendars from Arden MG Octagon editor and from the 

ATDC event`s organiser and some of these events will be included in the February 

edition.  Lots of work going on in the fridge (Garage) preparing the car for the new 

season.  I might finally get the fuel gauge working . Arthur has told me the likely 

problems numerous times but the use of a calibrated stick is accurate if 

inconvenient!  

 That's all for now,    

 Happy garage time!    Brem 



 

Dates for your Diary 2019      

 Tues 29 Jan: Alternative Bring 'n Buy 
 Wed 6 Feb: Salon Retromobile at Paris Expo, Porte de Versailles 

 Sat 9 Feb: Great Western Classic Car Show, Royal Bath and West Showground 

 Thurs 14 Feb: Historic Motorsport International, ExCel, London 

 Thurs 14 – Sun 17 Feb: The London Classic Car Show, ExCel, London 

 Tues 26 Feb: Talk? 

 Tues 26 Mar: Bring 'n Buy? 

 Sun 28th Apr: Drive it Day and Cotswold Rally  Start at Broadway 

 Tues 23 Apr: Talk? 

 Mon 27 May: Wings and Wheels at Bidford/Bickmarsh? 

 Tues 28 May: Talk? 

 Fri 31 May – Mon 3 Jun: Gordon Bennett Irish Classic Car Run, Laois, R o I 

 Sun 9 Jun: PWA7C Autokarna at Wollaton Park? 

 Wed 5 Jun: Visit? 

 Sun 9 Jun: Churchill  Village Fête? 

 Tues 25 Jun: Bring your car to Beoley: Fish 'n Chips? 

 Sat 6 Jul: Snowshill  Village Fête? 

 Tues 30 Jul: Evening Rally? 

 Tues 27 Aug: Bring an Interesting Item? 

 Tues 24 Sep: AGM 

 Sun 20 Oct: Autumn Leaves?  Start at  The Ranch? 

 Tues 29 Oct: Bring 'n Buy? 

 Tues 26 Nov: Talk? 

 Tues 10 Dec: Christmas Meal? 
 

Please note that MA7C Diary dates (which are highlighted) have not yet been finalised; they all take place at 

Beoley except where otherwise indicated. 

INSURANCE VALUATION 

  
The Secretary has been contacted by RH Insurance who have suggested that, in the light 

of the general rise in value of our babies, revaluation  should be undertaken every year or 

so in case the worst should happen.  Members are reminded that the Committee is happy 

to carry out such valuations: ask the Secretary for the form which should be returned to 

him with the appropriate photographs (preferably by e-mail although it is realised that 

this is not always possible).  The committee’s valuation letter will be sent to the owner: the 
owner can pass this letter to his/her insurer.  At present, there is no charge for this service 

although this is under review. 
  



Lancaster Classic Car Show with Discovery at the NEC 

This year we had a stand in Hall 8 measuring 8 X 6 metres. The equipment was collected on 

Wednesday from Adam’s; who had kindly got it all out. On the Thursday we arrived around 

10 am, our going in time, and began unloading Arthur’s van. Carpets were laid and the back 

drop was assembled, cars were positioned. Thanks go to Ray Warrington, Andy Attridge, 

John Roberts & Andy Lowe for supplying the cars. Also helping set up in their hi viz jackets 

were Kevin Promfet & Rikki Harrison. Sheila had sent a selection of club Regalia. Assembly 

when quite well and we were finished by about 2.30. 

Next day the show opened to the press at 9 and the public at 10. Being in Hall 8 we thought 

we might not see visitors until 11 but the doors from the atrium were opened and at 10.03 we 

had visitors. The stand numbers were swelled by Malcom Harris & Gail Warrington. 

Saturday we were joined by Ron Rudge and Jonathon Cooper, and Kevin Promfet returned. 

This was a much busier day with many visitors, a number from Ireland who had flown in. 

The stand had many visitors and much talking was done. 

Sunday was a quiet start being Remembrance Day but filled up and all the Halls came to a 

reflective stop for the two minutes silence. We were joined by Charlie Plain Jones, Dave 

Trickett and Nigel Bishop. At the end, heralded by the blowing of the horns, Breakdown 

commenced. Arthur went out to await being released from the lorry park and Nigel and I 

took down pictures and artwork, dismantled the back drop and lifted and rolled the carpet. 

We had finished by the time Arthur arrived except for one length of carpet which needed 

rolling. The backdrop was put into the boxes and all was loaded into the van. John Roberts 

Ruby was put on the trailer. A last-minute panic ensued when it was decided the cars 

couldn’t stay in Hall 8 as arranged. They had to go to Hall 5, so they were started and driven 

over. Finally, off we when home. 

On Monday after some last minutes texts and phone call’s the cars were collected from Hall 

5 by their owners. On Tuesday the stall fixtures were delivered back to Adam’s, who stores 

them, by Arthur.  
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Andy Lowe 

 



Ed`s  

May I say what a great evening the Club Christmas Dinner turned out to be? 

There were many factors and people who contributed to make it a most 

enjoyable one as far as we were concerned.  

Thank you so much to all who worked hard to make it a success for us all.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you Alison Roberts for all the photos.                                                                                                                 

                                             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Feely Bag Quiz was good, it required complete concentration   

and co operation !  I haven’t looked that miserable since I was at work! 

         No it really was concentration . 

 

 

                Some moments just went with a bang! 

                                     

 

All looking great in their Christmas jumpers! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                    

 

 

 



  Silverstone in the early days 

It surprises me that when talking to youngsters they don’t know Silverstone started life as a World War 

II airfield. It was built by John Mowlem and co.ltd. in 1942 and was used as a training airfield for 

Wellington bomber crews.  From our house we could see the top part of the hangar on what would 

become Hanger Straight and we would see the planes as they rose above the tall hedges. I can 

remember sitting on a hill in a field near our house with a gang of children watching planes from 

Silverstone joining other planes from other local airfields to fill the sky. This would be for the thousand 

bomber raid where every available 

plane was used.  

At some stage after the war there 

was an open day at the airfield I was 

with three older mates who cycled 

the three miles to Silverstone. We 

leaned the bikes together and 

someone produced a chain and padlock and they were chained together. We spent the afternoon 

climbing in and out of Wellington bombers going up the control tower and we saw a flying display by. I 

think. a Hurricane fighter.  

In 1948 there was to be an RAC Grand Prix. It so happened that I and two friends were officially off 

school for a fortnight potato picking. On the last Friday we had finished and were tidying a barn when 

the farmer said, “If you boys want to go to Silverstone this afternoon I will sign your card to say you 

were here but I won’t pay you,” which was typical of old Teddy. We cycled to the next village and then 

across the fields and up a farm track that led to the airfield and a five barred gate into Silverstone which 

we climbed over straight into Becketts Corner. (Over the years I would get to know the back way into 

Silverstone very well).  

The track had one row of straw bales and one rope to keep spectators away 

from the cars. As we reached the rope barrier two red racing cars came 

round. It was Ascari and Villoresi who having arrived late were doing a few 

practice laps as the official practice had finished. For this first Grand Prix the 

internal runways were used and at the crossing point there were hairpin 

bends and drivers would be approaching each other head on which was very 

disconcerting so a big screen had been built out of scaffolding and tarpaulins, 

at least now drivers couldn’t see what was coming towards them.  

Courtesy of 40 Silverstone Years 

For the race on Saturday my uncle had sent for tickets and 

with my father and two uncles we set off in uncles Ford 8 

the three miles to Silverstone. I don’t remember much about 

the Grand Prix but we were at Copse Corner and the race 

was three hours long. It was won by Villresi in a 4CLT 



Maserati at 72 miles an hour followed by Ascari. To get home we were diverted miles away and there 

were queues to get out for up to ten miles away.  

We soon learnt that it was quicker and cheaper to use the back way 

in and go through the hedge. For years I went to most races, cars and 

motorcycles, big races or club races. I saw many memorable races. A 

motorbike race in the wet when Cecil Sandford on a 250 Velocette 

came around in the lead from the start of the race but he had 

disappeared on the next lap until the pack had gone by Cecil came by 

alone and he gradually caught up and went through the field until he 

was in the lead again and won the race.  

Of course we saw the big names of the day Geoff Duke on both Nortons and Gileras, Les Graham on his 

MV Augusta etc. Another memorable race was at an earlier club meeting (the club circuit ran on a main 

runway from Copse to Stowe and then to Club and on to Woodcote). Colin Chapman in his Lotus III with 

a much modified Austin Seven engine, during practice 

stripped a big end bearing so he set to and removed the 

con rod and piston and ran the car on three cylinders. He 

was leading the race by the length of the Copse to Stowe 

runway until the now unbalanced engine broke its crank 

shaft. I have read that at another meeting after another big 

end failure he took out two con rods and pistons so he 

could drive home and managed sixty miles an hour. When 

there was a Grand Prix I would have a day off work for Thursday’s practice as you could wander around 

the paddock and watch the mechanics fettling the racing cars, usually in the open, No fancy pit garages 

or hospitality units in those days. We watched drivers and constructers at club races who would 

eventually become top names.  

The time keepers’ box was an engineless double decker bus that would be towed from the main circuit 

to the club circuit and in the early 

days the club circuit had no pits at 

all. For the Grand Prix circuit the pits 

were built of scaffolding but in later 

years we had brick built pits that 

were used for both the club and 

Grand Prix circuits and we would 

stand on top to watch the races. It 

was always interesting to look round 

the trailers that the cars or bikes were brought on. Everything from 

rustic wooden trailers straight off the farm to well constructed wooden ones, Dexion ones and lovely 

welded up tubular steel with independent suspension. 

At the twenty fifth anniversary of Silverstone because my friend had a programme of the first Grand Prix 

he was given two tickets for the Stowe Grandstand, which made a change for us as we usually walked  



 

around the circuit watching each race from a different position. In the early days if I was on holiday and 

at home and if I heard a car going round the track I would ride to Silverstone on my AJS and I had found 

that I could push it under one of the locked counter balanced barriers at a quiet part of the circuit and 

ride round on the path around the circuit.  

I have driven around the old Grand Prix circuit but it didn’t really count as it was in a side valve Morris 

Minor and I did some parade laps on the old club circuit in the Austin Seven Pearl and more parade laps 

on a new circuit in the Austin Seven Van where everyone overtook us and nearly lapped us but as we 

arrived back first into the pits everyone 

thought we had won!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Some early Silverstone Photos.  

From John and Angela 

******************************************************** 

ED.  It seems a long time ago now but I did want to say how much enjoyed Nigel 

Smith`s talk about Jephson Gardens.  



 

4.00 X 17 Tyres, one John Bull, part worn, one Dunlop, new unused. Offers 

2 off x 4.50 x 17 Michelin tyres both part worn. Offers 

7 x 17”, late ruby wheels, WITHOUT DRIVE DOWEL HOLES, good spokes, need cleaning up and painting. 

£20 each 

 

 

 

 

 

Pair of Lucas L516/787 sidelights, similar to A35 

and lots of other 50’s cars. £25 pair 

 

 

Westinghouse twin cylinder lorry air 

brake compressor.  

 

 

 

 

15/16th    Forward facing starter Flywheel and cover. £20  



                                 Rally Scene 2018. 

 

2nd of September saw us at Shackerstone. Also 

in attendance this interesting registration 

number attached to a well used and very 

desirable motorcycle. 1927 if I remember 

correctly.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

8th of the same month Curborough sprint was 

taking place. Out of all the competitors or 

spectators cars this AC was my pick of the day. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Competitors waiting their turn, on what turned 

out to be a wet and miserable day. 

 

 



 

 

 

28th of October, The Restoration Show at NAC. 

MVPS were relegated to hall 4 (cattle sheds). A 

reasonable auto jumble, if you wanted shiny bits, 

but few clubs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Split Screen VW in the Piazza, nice and warm, 

displaying his handy work. Engine parts 

converted to lamps for that individual look.  

( I like that Rikk!) 

 

 

 

8th of November set up day NEC classic car 

show. MA7C just beginning the task. 



 

 

The back drop well on the way John Roberts 

taking a pause for a refreshing drink. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Friday press day and open for business. 

Although hall 8 was a satellite hall, being  

separate, we were joined by an umbilical cord 

which was well signed.  

 

 

 

 

 

Just a few yards away MVPS. On Friday and 

Saturday both clubs enjoyed a healthy foot fall 

of visitors.  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

This Lotus was one of many cars 

enjoying the warmth in the 

umbilical cord. 

 

 

 

 

Oh what a lovely BOAR. Could not 

miss the opportunity to photograph 

this beautiful piece of sculpture 

attached as it was to the best. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cranford was a no go as we had been told of the miserable weather. Veteran run to Brighton was a 

must as I had missed a couple of years. Parking at The Albert hall just across from Hyde park I enjoyed 

the sights and sounds of veterans being driven as we all made our way to the start. Flag waved away the 

first at 6.59 prompt, by 8.15 all but a couple of the 423 entrants had begun their 60 mile adventure. 

After all the time and effort to fail on the start line must be heart wrenching and emotional for all. 

Rikk Harrison............. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Last year I was the only Austin as part of the static display in the Town Centre for this Passage Control 

for the Monte Carlo Rally. The Rally Cars will be setting off at 1:30pm so if any of our members want 

to take their cars for the static display they have plenty of notice. The Organisers will need numbers in 

due course and perhaps putting us all together. It was great fun last year.  

Nigel Smith  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Repeat from last issue.     Good morning, you may have spotted that a few weeks back we received the fantastic 

news that Banbury has once again been selected to host a Passage Control for the world famous Monte-Carlo 

Historique in 2019. The event will take place on Thursday 31st January 2019 and we will be looking to again have 

a static display of vehicles throughout the town before the rally departs Banbury for Dover.  If you would like to 

join us on the day and show your vehicle in Banbury then please let me know. We now know we can get even 

more vehicles into the town centre, so If you can pass my details on to anyone else who you think may want to be 

involved that would be very much appreciated.  

We are only 7 weeks away from the return of the world famous Rallye Monte-Carlo Historique to Banbury on 

Thursday 31st January 2019. We have already had plenty of interest from people wanting to display their vehicles 

on the day; can I ask that you complete the attached form and return it to me to confirm that you will be 

attending. 

Please feel free to forward the forms on to anyone else who may be interested in displaying their vehicles on the 

day… The more the merrier! 

Many thanks,      Tom Duckham  

Street Scene Officer                                      Cherwell District & South Northants Councils 

Tel 01295 221704        or   01295 221878       mailto:tom.duckham@cherwellandsouthnorthants.gov.uk           

 http://www.cherwell.gov.uk/markets 

www.southnorthants.gov.uk                                                  www.facebook.com/southnorthantscouncil    
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       Ed`s INBOX 

Redditch Needle Museums "Wartime remembered for 2019 on the 19th 

May  would like very much to invite the MA7C cars back again as the staff, re-enactors and visitors all 

enjoyed seeing the group of Austin 7's ( and VW camper ) relating better to them than the larger Austins. 

I personally will be taking my RP Box saloon and would love to see you all again. 

David Bowlas.      (More details in Feb news letter.It was a lovely event last ye

*************************************************************************************** 

Prize Winning Cake Recipe from The Hatton Rally  
8oz margarine 
8oz castor sugar 
8oz self raising flour 
4 eggs 
Cream margarine & sugar together until light & creamy in texture.  
Beat eggs 1 at a time with a little flour, gently fold in the rest of the flour and mix well.  
Place mixture into 2 7" greased tins.  
Bake in moderate oven 325-350° gas mk 3-4 for 25 to 30 mind in 2 tins.  
When cool spread raspberry jam over 1 cake and join together.  
Ice top of cake.  
Keep fingers crossed & hope for the best.  
Regards,  
 

Norman Smith.  

ED. This is all Norman has sent me, so what the cake looks like I am not sure but for it 
to be our overall winner it must have tasted good! Well done. 

 



INBOX continued.                                                         

 

Dear Midlands Austin Seven Club, 

I am just emailing you with regard to the annual Cork Car Show that we are running here at the  

Cork International Hotel on Sunday 2nd April 2019. 

 In the past 2 years we have raised over €16000 for Bumbleance, the National Children’s Ambulance 

Service which we could not have done without the support of the amazing participating car and bike 

clubs. We had such a great turn out of cars and bikes and we were incredibly grateful in particular to the 

Car Clubs who really jumped on board to support the event and brought groups along. 

 This is a short video from last year’s show –    https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wslXWowHlWU 

 After 2 years with the great team of Bumbleance, we are now going to be supporting another children’s 

charity which is the Rainbow Club for Autism. We are running the car show on Sunday 2nd April 2019 

and it will be run as a family fun day.  

Our kind neighbours at Cork Airport are giving use of the long term carpark which is accessed via our 

hotel for the weekend.       The plan is to run the event from 11am-4pm on the Sunday. 

 Adults will be €5 entry and children will be free. We will have various activities over the day including 

some outdoor music if the weather is on our side.  For those that wish to arrive on the Saturday 

evening, we will have live music and some complimentary finger food for exhibitors. We will obviously 

have security in the car park as it is a secure zone being part of the airport so cars can park there from 

the Saturday afternoon. 

 I just wondered if you would be able to circulate this to your members and revert back to me with a 

guide number of exhibitors.  I am just looking to initially get an expression of interest before I compile a 

list of competitors and exhibitors for the show. After you revert to me, I will then send you through a 

booking form so that we can get each car`s details for the show in advance. 

 I look forward to hearing from you and really hope that you will be able to support our charity event 

this year. 

 With Kindest Regards. 

ED The you tube video does explain a few things if you need to know. 

 ****************************************************** 

 Please support the Alternative Bring and Buy January 29th. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wslXWowHlWU

