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Do you recognise the MA7C club members` car looking good in the
line up?
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Please approach one of the committee if you have a query and we
will do our best to help.

It's your club, we need your support at....By the time you read this many of you will have missed the
Autumn Leaves Run on Sunday 15th October and many, many more leaves will be on the ground. At the time
of writing, there are 20 vehicles entered and according to 'Country File', the weather on Sunday will be good.
We will probably get a couple of late entries on the day. I hope there are some photographers amongst the
entrants so our editor will have material for the November edition and a write up .....maybe.
'Monty', aka Alan Oliver, will be speaking at this month's club night on Wednesday 25th at the Old Sils. This
talk is highly recommended, it is both informative and amusing.
Field Marshal Bernard Law Montgomery,
1st Viscount Montgomery of Alamein, KG, GCB, DSO, PC, DL, nicknamed "Monty" and the "Spartan General",
was a senior British Army officer who fought in both the First World War and the Second World War.

The Lancaster Insurance Classic Motor Show at NEC is on 10th-12th November. See the Ad elsewhere in this
newsletter. Andy Lowe is the man looking for willing helpers to man the stand.
The Bring and Buy that normally takes place in October is now on Wednesday 25th November.
John Roberts is our Auctioneer again, so come along and let someone else look after those 'rusty bits' and find
some space in your garage. Again see the ad elsewhere in this newsletter.
Last but not least, the Christmas Dinner is at the Bull's Head , Wootton Wawen on Wednesday, 6th December.
Members enjoyed an excellent meal here in June and the Inn will have both their winter and Christmas menus
to choose from. You may have eaten at the Fleur de Lys at Lowsonford, which is part of the same group. To
book your place(s) read the form elsewhere in this newsletter. When the places are gone, they are gone!
Two major elements came out of the AGM. One had been predicted by our Treasurer at the last AGM. The
subs have gone up. Quite a rise, but there has been no rise for probably 10 years.
The committee will be looking hard into the print and postage costs for the newsletter for next year's AGM.
In round figures there are 50 newsletters printed at £1 each for 10 months ( No newsletter in August or
December) That is £500. Postage: 50 n/l x 10 months x £0.56 (2nd class stamp) = £280. Total £780.00 and
this figure excludes envelopes and labels. It takes 26 members' subs at £30 pa to cover this item alone. It is
probable, therefore, that next year we may have to have a 2 or even a 3 tier subs system. Your opinions or
thoughts would be appreciated. The move to Beoley will make a 47% saving, too.
Item two is the move, in January '18, to the Beoley Village hall. Whilst there were a few dissenters at both the
AGM and at Beoley, the vast majority of members and visitors were in favour of the move. So I look forward to
seeing you at Beoley on TUESDAY 30th January.
************* Please remember, this will be your last MA7C newsletter,
if you have not renewed your membership****************
( form on the last page)

That's all for now .

Brem

COMING SOON
15th OCTOBER

Autumn Leaves Sunday: There is an entry form elsewhere in this newsletter.

25th OCTOBER ( WEDNESDAY) CLUB NIGHT: Talk by Alan Oliver on 'Monty'
5th NOVEMBER ( SUNDAY) Restoration Show NAC , club display ( Note from ANDY LOWE)
10th-12thNOVEMBER Classic Motor Show, See advert later.
29th NOVEMBER ( WEDNESDAY) Club Night: Bring and Buy (See Ad )

6th DECEMBER ( WEDNESDAY) Christmas meal at the Bull, See advert later.

**************************************
Note from Andy Lowe.
The Club will be displaying at the NAC restoration show , Sunday 5th November and if
you would like to bring a vehicle or get involved please contact Andy on..
0121 4770547, mob. 0797122400 or email ... lowespeed07@gmail.com
***********************************************************************
MEMBERS and THEIR CARS.

Keith and Lesley marriner

I am hoping we can keep this going and get an insight into what cars we own or have
owned and something about the member. Right I`ll start( ED 60++ Retired Teacher)
It all started in 1973 when Keith was working at MIRA with a Mr Selway –Hoskins. He
was going off to Australia and I think wanted us to look after his Austin 7. We didn`t
know what an Austin 7 was but when we saw it, well we just wanted it, why we didn`t
quite know! So he sold it to us, now what? Keith, being a tinsmith started to patch up
the dodgy bits and get the engine sorted. Then, a chance meeting between my Dad and
Pete Blackburn, the Midlands then chairman, pointed us in the direction of the Midlands
club. On our first club night we met Andy and Christine Lowe, also rookies, and our
friendship has gone on from there. My dad christened the new arrival Flossie and was
able to hear her engine going before he passed away in 1974. We tried a few rallies and
found perfection was something we were not good at, and still aren`t! We wanted to GO!
So we planned a trip to visit my school pen-friend in Braunschweig, North Germany for

the summer of 74. We had a fabulous time in our little Box Saloon, which we have still
got. Through France, Luxemburg, up the Rhine valley to Braunschweig, then home via
Holland. What an adventure!
We only had a puncture and a flat battery and
so if Flossie had no” show” she certainly had
plenty of go!
Over the next few years we were out
most weekends up and down the country
to rallies and on club holidays.
The arrival of a daughter didn`t

Grandson, Sam, in Flossie.

deter us, we, and others like us stuck her on top of the camping gear and off we went! I
am pleased to say we shared many of these trips with the Lowes. Flossie was our second
car and I drove it to work every day for a number of years.
Now you know one Austin 7 is never enough and briefly we had a Ruby and so did our
daughter when she turned 17. Then the opportunity came to buy what was most of a 4
seat Tourer JO. Most normal people would have walked away, but since when have we
been normal? Keith saw it as a project and dedicated himself to its restoration. And a
good job he did too.
We parted company with Jo last year to let
someone else enjoy her.
We have lots of good times in Flossie, taking
her to Jersey twice, Scotland and all over
England and Wales. The scariest moment
was when we were in convoy coming back from A BristolA7 rally and we were loaded to
the hilt( camping stuff and child) and began to pick up speed going down into Stow on
the Wold, I think. We hit the centre of the road and veered over to the other side
overtaking our fellow Austins and Pete Blackburn in a modern van. “Blimey” he remarked
later “you overtook me at 70!”.

When Keith set up the business making Austin7 panels he decided to make a replica van

from a rolling chassis. It was a labour of love and our lovely van JC is a credit to him.
It was a proud moment when Oxford Diecast made his van into a model. So, I bet you
are saying, why haven`t we seen you in these vehicles lately? We spent the best part of
30+ years having a great time with our Austin, meeting people we are proud to call
friends and getting about the countryside, and whist many of you are still doing this,
the magic has gone a bit for us in the last 10 years and other things and traffic
conditions have come into play. We still have JC and Flossie. How could we part with a
part of our family?
We have also owned 2 1940s Riley RMEs, 2 Reliant Scimitars, 2 Rubys. The Riley we
used to tow a trailer tent with! My favourite was the automatic cream Scimitar. Plus
some unmentionable moderns. Now we are down to 2 Austins, we obviously have a pairs
thing going on. Up to now we only have 1 Volkswagen campervan, our new love!
Having served on the committee as Treasurers, Regalia reps and now I am editor we
have done our bit and still are, even if our Austins don`t get out much!
Bob our secretary suggested at the last committee meeting that the committee continue these
articles by writing their own and has provided an optional format to help you get going. This is not
exclusive to the committee and I would welcome any such profile any member sends me. As you can
see from mine I did not stick to the format, so feel free to tell us about you and your cars. In Bob`s
appeal he says..
“Her idea is to invite the author of each article to ping somebody else to write one, so here is your
chance to get yer own back….!”
That`s it so I would like Bob to tell me about him and his cars/vehicles.....Please.

Midlands Austin 7 Club Ltd

SUGGESTED POINTS FOR YOUR ARTICLE FOR THE NEWSLETTER

Name:
Initials:
Christian name:
Date (optional!) and place of birth:
Education (include age on leaving if noteworthy):





Primary:
Secondary:
University:
Professional training (Include Apprenticeships):

Employment (incl years or ages):
Position on committee and years served:
Reason for interest in Austin 7:
Year of first interest in Austin 7:
First Austin 7 owned:
Other Austin 7s owned and/or restored:
Other Classic cars owned and/or restored:
Do you fettle your car(s) yourself?
Any stories (amusing or serious) connected with Austin 7s
FINALLY: A photo (jpeg or hard print) of you and your car(s)
Please note that this article will not be held in evidence against you but is meant to entertain and inform
other members and help the Editor to fill the pages with items of interest. If you have other possible
articles bottled up inside you, don't hesitate to commit them to paper or screen so that we can all benefit
from your wisdom, knowledge and humour.

Midlands Austin 7 Club Ltd, Company No: 6803165 Registered in England and Wales

(Also a Coventry Coffee and Cars Event)

RALLY SCENE

September 9th. Celebrating cars built in Coventry in conjunction with Footman James Insurance, a
scenic run from Coombe Abbey took you approximately 25 miles into the City centre where the
motor museum played host. Non Coventry- linked vehicles were parked in Broadgate. Again heavy
showers persisted throughout, relenting sufficiently to drive home in comparatively dry conditions.

Here is our Vitesse, nestled into the pack on
arrival. Our recent acquisition looking good in
the late autumn sunshine.

More cars assembled at Coombe Abbey

On Arriving in dry conditions it wasn't long before the inevitable, and hoods brought into play.

Rikk Harrison

ED. We were there! It was a good event despite the rain and there was also an interesting
exhibition of Car Art in the Museum. If you have never been to the Museum it`s brilliant and free!

SLIPPING HANDBRAKE

reproduced with many thanks to The Essex Austin 7 Club

After months of my handbrake lever no longer holding on securely it was time to take action before something
nasty happened! On initial inspection the ratchet teeth were good so it was the pawl that was obviously worn.
It wasn’t as easy to remove as expected. After gaining access by removing the tunnel cover, gear lever and
undoing the UJ to slide the prop to one side, I realised everything is riveted together. The pawl slides in a thin
steel case riveted to the lever. Out came the Dremel and with a small grinding wheel I took the tops of the
rivets off and with a short pin punch drifted them out. At the same time I decided to take the rivet out for the
release lever and replace with a cap head bolt and nylock nut.
Once removed and cleaned, I could see two grooves worn in the pawl from the teeth. This was easily
addressed on a belt sander so that once again there was a nice even edge. At the same time I took off all the
sharp edges to ensure it slid nicely within the steel case. The case had a small split on one side but once I
started cleaning it, it promptly fell in half. The opposite side had cracked the full length. Out came the MIG
and after bolting the two halves to some scrap metal to ensure the holes stayed in line I welded it together.
Upon reassembly I found it so difficult in the confined space to get the 5mm nuts on to the replacement bolts
that I took it all off again for an easier solution. I welded a piece of 4mm thick steel to the far side of the case,
drilled and tapped it and was then able to assemble it very easily, with a dab of Loctite Threadlock , from one
side only. With fresh grease on all the moving parts it works wonderfully again. No more fear of the car rolling
away suddenly, although you still ought to leave it in gear if on a slope.
Peter Lawson

Milton Keynes

A lovely sunny day

The American contingent.
The bears collect for charity.

A line up of wartime vehicles

Inside the Museum

We thoroughly enjoyed our two day visit.
There were lots of people to talk to who were very interested in the van and its contents.

Stoke Bruerne Forties Weekend September 9th 2017

We arrived at the canalside at Stoke
Bruerne at 9.30am.

More vehicles arrived as the
morning progressed .

The Germans had captured this strategic point and were firing on anyone and everyone that moved.
They were a real nuisance while the artistes were performing as it interrupted the acts.

The Yanks had arrived and set up near the bridge.
At about three o’clock it began to rain, sleet, hail and thunder and lightning so we packed up and went home
very wet.

Milton Keynes Museum Transport Weekend September 15th 2017

We arrived early on the Saturday and there was no-one to direct us so we went to our usual place
and soon John had someone chatting about Wolverton.
Cars began to gather but we were disappointed that so few cars arrived. There were only about 30 cars
altogether on Saturday possibly because the weather forecast was so poor. Again we went home in a
thunderstorm.

The Fire service was well represented

Sunday
The footwell in the back seat had filled with water in the Morris we obviously have a leak
somewhere but as everything was so wet we decided to go back to the museum anyway hoping
for more sun to dry things out

The forecast was better for today so more cars turned up.

An assortment of vehicles

More cars arrived

We are really enjoying taking our vehicles to events. We are becoming well known in our area and are
now being asked to attend some events as an added attraction. There are people who greet us like long
lost relatives and who have seen us at other events. There are still a lot of people who are surprised by
our displays and take a great interest. The railway raised £52.19 for the Air Ambulance.

BRING & BUY
29th NOVEMBER
Bring your very useful (but not needed by you) Austin 7 spares or any
automobilia etc. If you don’t have any of these bring your wallet to
purchase these items as they are very useful and a good investment.
Will all vendors ensure that they label any items with their reserve price.
Any items not labelled will be sold and proceeds will go into club funds.
Vendors are requested to collect any unsold items at the end of the
auction please (can’t imagine there will be any unsold items!)

As usual the Bring & Buy will be held at the Old Silhillians
approximate starting time 8.30pm.

FOR SALE
1937 Austin Big 7 ADR 515
Owned for approximately 40 years.
Refurb/restoration completed (Except for seats.) 2004 at a cost of far in excess of its
value. All original receipts for works completed and parts are available and scanned for
email if required. Also registration docs etc.
Last MOT 2004 and garaged since due to being abroad.
Reasonable offers please.
Mobile: 07811128232
email: dxingham@hotmail.co.uk

For Sale A brass MA7C badge it has been chromed in nice order £15
collected, located Badsey nr Evesham or would post at cost. JERRY MITCHELL
01386832436

***************************************************************************************
Help Wanted tracing AUSTIN 7 BOA 498

Rally Scene 2017. By Rikk Harrison

colinbmatthews@ntlworld.com

Here is a reminder of the categories.
• Club Personality of the Year
The person who has done the most for a model, marque or club over the past 12 months.
• Lancaster Insurance Club Initiative of the Year
Ways of attracting members, new types of events, use of social media, schemes that
bring youngsters into the industry - such as apprenticeships - or research that benefits
the classic hobby as a whole.
• Club of the Year
• Best Contribution to Charity
• Best Contribution by a Youngster
• Best Club Run/Rally
• Best Club Show/Event
• Most Improved Club Magazine
• Club Magazine of the Year
• Best Club Website/Use of Social Media
This is your chance to get your club recognised on the Classic & Sports Car website and
in the magazine as well as attending the Car Club Awards evening on Friday 10th
November at the Hilton Metropole and be presented with a trophy by Ant Anstead.
ENTER NOW

Entries close on Friday 20th October 2017.
Good Luck.

Rally Scene

continued.

August 20th. Another visit to Rainsbrook Valley Railway on the 20th of August saw large crowds
enjoying not only the steam but good weather too.

Prepared for the off, this one is blowing it's
top in anticipation of the busy day ahead.

Dorset was my next stop and never disappoints in any way. Now for five days over the bank holiday
period with beautiful warm sunny weather everything was in full exercise mode throughout the
show.

Pat Collins is a well known Leicestershire showman
and here you see a miniature replica sporting his
credentials. Stapleford steam open day also
coincides so am now unable to enjoy their
miniature railway as I have in the past.

September 2nd. H and H auction at the National motor cycle museum had some interesting forms of
transport. As well as 1920 motor cycles recently found in the jewellery quarter they also had those
reliant on four wheels.

This Cooper 500 with JAP engine was built in
South Africa. Known to the register, definitely
a candidate for Shelsley Walsh.
Exceeding estimate it sold for £11,900.

Shackerstone Festival is normally good but cold winds and rain conspired to spoil. However before
things deteriorated I managed to snap this.

An Austin 12 Clifton of around 1928.
There appears to be an angler`s tale being
told.

Cranford was my choice of venue, Sywell being on the same weekend. Reports received were of a
successful show with daily air demonstrations.
The sun was in attendance all day although a little chilly mid afternoon when it played hide and seek
for a while.

A very nice Austin pickup being given a piggy back to the
show. Obviously the right way round.

If you are going to do things right
then a period caravan is a must. This
one certainly was being just as
immaculate inside also.

One of my favourite modes of transport
would be this 1926 Austin Clifton. The lucky
owner of just four years must be delighted.
The owners live in Surrey.

Not to be out shone in any way was this
beautiful 1924 Austin pram hood Chummy,
scooped scuttle, square doors,raked screen,
six inch brakes, banjo axle etc everything
you could see looked correct. Having been
bought as a saloon on restoration the
original tourer body was found underneath
and returned to original.
This heralds the end of the rally season for
most of us, however Stoneleigh and NEC
will soon be upon us, London to Brighton veteran run taking place the first Sunday in November. Not
having experienced the gathering in HydePark recently I think I might treat myself to the sights,
sound and that distinctive smell of Castrol R. It means a very early start but worth it.

MA7C Christmas Dinner at the
Bull's Head, Stratford Rd, Wootton Wawen. B95 6BD
on Wednesday, 6th December
at 7.00pm.

The Bull's Head is run by the same group as the Fleur de Lys, Lowsonford, which we
have visited for the last few years.
Numbers are limited so please book early to
ensure your place(s) by contacting Brem on 01789 509236 (New #) or E. (See
committee list for details). Please, do NOT contact the Bull. I will email the menu to
you, closer to the event, so you can pre-order through me. On arrival at the Bull's
Head at 7.00pm you can order drinks and pay for them and your food. Hopefully, we
can all be seated by 7.30pm, when they would like to start serving.

The Bull's Head is on the West side of the A3400 dual carriageway in Wootton Wawen
at the junction with the B4089. It is 5 miles South of junction 16 of the M40
(Southbound exit only) or 1.5 miles South of Henley-in-Arden and 6.5 miles North of
Stratford-upon-Avon.

It is a little early, but ................

Merry Christmas

Midlands Austin 7 Club
Membership Application or Renewal Form
Your membership is due for renewal in September please renew promptly to ease administration
Did you know that for an annual Membership Fee of £30.00, you get:
Reduced Rate Insurance
Free advertising in your club newsletter
Monthly Newsletter and National Association Quarterly Magazine
Access to Spares and Social activities with like-minded people
To join please print clearly and sign form below.If you are a new member please tick the Box
Member’s Details:
Name: …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
Address: …………………………………………………………………………….……………………………..……
……………………………………………………………….……………………………………………………………….
Post code: ……………………………..
Tel Nos (home) ……………………….…….................(mobile)…………………………..…………...
Email address…………………………………….……………………….
Car details:Make

Model

Year Chassis no Registration

………………... ……..…………….…….. ………. ……………….. ………………..
………….…….. …………..……………… ………. ……………….. ………………..
…………….….. ……………….............. ………. ……………….. ………………..

Please send your fully completed form (with cheques made payable to “Midlands Austin
Seven Club Ltd”) to: David Trickett, 2 Dunchurch Close, Balsall Common, Coventry, CV7
7PN.
Phone: - 01676 535554 (before 9pm please)

