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                                      Notice anything    

                                                               about this Ruby?                                              

 

 

More photos later on sent by Rikk Harrison 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The views expressed in this News letter are not necessarily those of the MA7C 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Next Meeting ...Wed. February 22nd         Film Night 

            

 

PRESIDENT: John Ward, Well House, Milcote Road, Weston on Avon Warwickshire CV3 8JX Tel: 01789 751175 

CHAIRMAN: R Bremner-Smith (Brem), Tanglewood, Cleeve Prior, Evesham, Worcs. WR11 8JY Tel: 01789 773758 

  Email : rbremnersmith@uwclub.net   

SECRETARY: Bob Prophet, Soley’s Orchard, Rectory Rd, Upton-upon Severn, Worcs, WR8 0LX Tel: 01684 592509 

  E-mail:   rsprophet@tiscali.co.uk   

TREASURER: Ian Devey, 25 Robin Hood Crescent, Hall Green, Birmingham, B28 0BN Tel: 0121 7779655 

 Email:  the_deveys@yahoo.co.uk    

SOCIAL SEC: Elaine Devey 25 Robin Hood Crescent, Hall Green, Birmingham, B28 0BN Tel: 0121 7779655 

EDITOR: Lesley Marriner, 202 Ashby Rd, Hinckley, LE10 1SW. Tel; 01455 636926 

  Email:  marrinerlc@gmail.com          IMPORTANT           NOTE NEW  E. MAIL     

MEMBERSHIP: David Trickett    dtrickett331@btinternet.com  

SPARES: Arthur Davies, 164  Crabtree Lane, Bromsgrove, B61 8PH Tel: 01527 872908 

REGALIA: Sheila Turner, Rowan Cottage, Ilminton Road, Blackwell, Shipston on Stour, CV36 4PE Tel: 01608 682463 

DVLA Sec. 

 

Ron Rudge   rdrudge @ blueyonder.co.uk Tel: 01564 730188 

WEBMASTER Rick Bishop.rick.bishop@virgin.net  

MAILING John Philps, 4School Lane, Wilmcote, Stratford Upon Avon, Warks CV37 9UZ                                   

 

 

Tel.01789 290525 

 

Club Registered 

Address in 

England & Wales 

Midlands Austin Seven Club Ltd. 25, Robin Hood Crescent, Hall Green, B’ham B28 0BN 

 

 

Reg No 6803165 

 

 

              These are your committee members for 2016-17 

     The opinions expressed in MA7C news letter do not reflect the opinions of the   Midlands 

Austin 7 Club. 

 

mailto:marrinerlc@gmail.com


With the demise of Stamford Hall, the hunt was on to find a venue to replace it and at a 

time of our choosing. Ken and Sheila Turner have mentioned Hatton Country World.  A quick 

telephone call last Thursday, a visit and guided tour on Friday and now with written confirmation, 

we have a new date and a new venue, from a company who is most welcoming and obliging.    So 

diaries out, Sunday, 10th September, at Hatton Country World.  CV35 8XA 

Benefits:  * It is much closer to the centre of the MA7C membership. 

  * Plenty of retail therapy for the ladies. 

  * Plenty to occupy grand children if you considered bringing them 

  * Picnics allowed but there is a choice of eateries including roasts 

  * Autumn Craft Fair on 9/10th September 

  * Anyone wishing to camp overnight, the cost will be £10 per unit per night payable 

direct to the Admissions Kiosk. 

  * A choice of walks, all including Hatton Locks, the Hatton Arms and Warwickshire 

scenery.    

That's 7 sound reasons and there must be many more.  Do you need any more?  I repeat, put the 

date in your diary!    We will be asking for £3 per car to defray club costs.  Entry forms will be 

available closer to the event. 

The committee and I have at last taken the hint: we are looking for a new venue for our Christmas 

Party. Yes, the Old Sils heated the plates and the food, this year and it was moist but.... .   This is 

forward planning!   The committee is charged with investigating possible venues and if you, the 

members, have any particular favourite restaurants or Pubs, please tell a committee member before 

the next meeting on Wednesday, 22nd February for consideration. 

Elsewhere in this newsletter, you will find the entry form for the Cotswold Run, the same 

start, the North Cotswold Hunt Kennels in Broadway and the same finish, at the Ranch 

Caravan Park, Honeybourne as usual.  Jenny and I still have to sort out the middle bit, to and 

from a pub. The date is April 23rd which is also Drive it Day. 

Despite the current cold snap, I trust you are active in the garage preparing your trusty 

stead for another year's motoring at the gentle pace of the Austin Seven.  A number of 

people have veered from authenticity and have added indicators to their cars. A very sound 

decision when you consider today's motorists are blind to trafficators and hand signals. 

That's all for now. Keep safe in that freezing  garage.        Brem  

A note from ED. I apologise for the articles I have not included but I have not been able to 

access my e mail (note new e mail above) hence the brevity of this edition. 



 

                                                        For further details 

                                                                                        Contact Megan Evans 

                                                meganevens @hotmail.co.uk      

                                                0753601287 or 0121 4764023                                                 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Coventry Car Company Descendants Meet at Last 

  

 

In late 2016 the Transport Museum witnessed a very special family 

gathering as four direct descendants of the Calcott Motor Car Company 

family met for the very first time. 

The Calcott company started manufacturing bicycles in Coventry in 1886 and 

progressed to include motorcycle manufacturing in 1904. In 1913 the 

company switched to building motorcars and with a yearly output of around 

2,500. By 1924, their output was 55 cars per week or approximately 2,900 

cars per year. 

However, the company could not afford to expand their factory space and so 

were restricted to stay in their original bicycle factory space, limiting their 

capacity to increase production. A further blow was dealt when in 1925, the 

Chairman of the company James Calcott died suddenly. The firm was then 

bought out by the larger car company George Singer, which was eventually 



                      was eventually swallowed up by the Rootes Group 

         

 

 

This photo, taken in the early 1920s shows Rose Calcott with her 1921 

Calcott Cabriolet, the exact model displayed in the Growth of the Motor 

Industry Gallery at the Transport Museum.  During WW1, Rose lied about 

her age so that she could obtain a driving licence to help drive ambulances 

and supply lorries.  

Rose's descendants, Myles, Martin, Peggy and June (pictured above), met 

at the Transport Museum for the first time in December 2016. They are 

pictured above with the Calcott car - an important part of Coventry's 

motoring history as well as a unique family treasure. ED 

 

Re produced With grateful thanks to Coventry Transport Museum 

If you have never visited the Coventry Motor museum you are missing a 

treat. Recently the museum has been refurbished and is a great place for all 

the family. It`s all free, so what are you waiting for? 

 



From the front cover Rikk Harrison sent these articles and photos 

of a converted Ruby, which the owner intends to leave as it is. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

              

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Anyone else got any insight into this conversion?  ED 

 



Vehicles on the Piazza Brackley December 28th 
 

In the week before Christmas Father 

Christmas came round the village. 

On December 28
th

 we got set up early on a 

very cold day so we were well wrapped up 

The  model railway raised £50.56p for the 

Mayor’s charity 

 

 

 

Despite the cold there was a good turnout of 

cars and lots of people viewing. 

 



 Stony Stratford New Year’s Day 
 

 

 

Despite heavy rain lots of vehicles turned out although not as many as in other years. 

There was a wide variety of vehicles 

 

We spent the day under an umbrella as the rain 

continued all day. We were surprised at how 

many people came to look but they were well 

equipped with wellies, macs and umbrellas. We 

didn’t take the Morris but the van raised just 

over £10 for Willen Hospice. 



Bicester Heritage Sunday Brunch January 8th 2017 

Rally cars lined up 
                                                         A Taylor bodied Austin 7 and two Tin Lizzies 

Three beautiful sports cars 

 

 

                           1914/18 Fafnir Hall-Scott Special 

 

          Dad’s Army drilling in the rain                         Cars filled everyspace 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
               The Mobile Cinema                                  It rained on and off all day. Are we mad? 

Angie’s model railway collected £114.47p for the Bucks Air Ambulance. The total in the last 

newsletter should have read she collected over £1000 not £1 (Sorry Angie a truly brilliant sum. ED) 



Austin a Family Affair. 

 

It is quite some time since writing an magazine article; with a lot of ‘water flowing 

under the bridge’, or in the case of the Austins ‘oil around the gears’. Garage time has 

been taken by a growing family of grandsons and trips to the hospital with health 

issues, however if all goes to plan 2017 should be the opportunity to get out and about 

in the cars on the road and the track. 

 

The 1929 RK fabric has sat rather forlorn and lonely last year as any spare time went 

into the TT. I did manage to get the RK’s Zenith fully serviced and now waiting for a 

new silencer to complete outstanding jobs on the car. The current silencer was 

returned to the car on its restoration in 2011. Certainly from the 1960’s and probably 

older it had seen good service so one must not complain.  

 

For those new to the club, Colin, (my son) and myself purchased the 1931 TT in a 

dismantled state 11 years ago. The replacement tub had been formed many years 

earlier and stood in various garages waiting for someone to find the time to reassemble. 

Work was slow inasmuch I wanted to reassemble the car as accurately as possible. I 

was fortunate to have the help of Chris Gould’s encycleopic knowledge along with 

hundreds of photos loaned from sources worldwide. Very few TT’s were made and even 

less found their way into private hands. The success of the TT spurned the coveted AE 

or Ulster as it became known.  

Where the tub of ‘OF 9311’ body originated is something of a mystery, a few TT bodies 

were made in the 50’s and 60’s; all we are reasonably sure of is ‘our’ tail shape mirrors 

at least one replacement TT body made at that time. In tribute to the success of the 

TT’s I decided to have the car sprayed to match Gunnar Poppe’s rather unusual 

‘Harlequin’ which made six appearances in the early 1930’s. (It is important to qualify 

that to everyones knowledge ‘Harlequin’ was scrapped along with other team cars after 

their racing lives finished). OF9311 in its new livery finally emerged in January 2016, its 

first real outing Curborough ‘Back to the Track Day’ when it could be driven in anger 

or so I thought. 

 

For anyone at Curborough 2016 the day did not go well The TT spluttered and coughed 

its way around the out circuit. Blocked jets, miss firing and generally not up to the 

thousands of hours expended to date. Colin and I spent the rest of the day driving his 

Ulster rep while the TT was loaded back onto the trailer for further analysis! Over the 

coming weeks I had the fortune to be put in touch with Robert Foreman, his help and 

knowledge on the Solex MOV30 carb proved invaluable. Stripping the carb (yet again) it 

transpired I was running on jets and choke for a 1500cc Alvis and although the little 

TT was quite thirsty it was struggling to cope with fuel saturation. Robert made up a 

full set of jets (main and idle) and chokes and by a process of elimination (and 

reference to the 30 page original manual) the right combination for the engine were 

found. Apparently when the TTs raced in the 1930’s Solex sent an expert along to 

events to tune the cars ‘on the spot’ so little has changed.    

 



Fuel sorted its next outing was Stratford-upon-Avon Festival of Motoring. All went well 

on the 60 mile run however when approaching a blind bend in Exhall we were confronted 

by a car cutting the corner and on the our side of the road! The cable brakes had a 

genuine emergency stop and performed well; the smoking drums masking the expletives 

to the oncoming driver.   

 

Last summer the Bert Hadley calendar came and went as I was not fit enough to drive. 

The TTs final appearance was the NEC in November and in true 2016 form delivery of 

the car did not go to plan. Rather than trailering the car to the Exhibition Hall as 

previous years I thought it was worth driving. What a mistake, 90 minutes ‘stop start’ 

in a mile long traffic jam wasn't a happy journey for any vintage car let alone the TT. 

Had I trailered the car in all would have been avoided. Thanks must go to all the team 

led by Andy for again putting on an excellent display promoting MA7C. Without such 

events it is difficult to see how the club can publicise itself.   

 

Colin made a few ‘Bert Hadley” appearances, the last at Shelley Walsh when achieving 

second he managed to strip both half shafts on the hill. Currently these have been 

replaced for the 2017 season and the AE engine is having a general service after eight 

years trouble free driving. 

 

This year Curborough ‘Back to the Track Day’ will run on Saturday 18th 

March from 9.30 to 4.00pm. As always it is free to come, and everyone is very welcome; 

bring the family! This year we hope to have a number of cars that haven’t been seen for 

many years, there’s even one continental entry!  Hot food is available as it can be quite 

a cold day. A few MA7C members came last year, thoroughly enjoyed themselves and 

left with big smiles. If you ask, someone may let you travel as a passenger for a lap.   

Lets hope the TT behaves itself this year! 

 

Clive and Colin Danks  
                                                                                                   Reproduced by kind permission of Denis Rushton 

                                                                                                          

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

   

 

 



 

MA7C Cotswold Run - Sunday 23rd April 2017 

A picturesque meander around the Vale of Evesham and the North 

Cotswolds with a lunch stop at a hostelry. 

Start: North Cotswold Hunt Kennels Car Park, Kennel Lane, 

 Broadway. WR12 7DJ 

  By kind permission of Mr N.Peel MFH  

(Kennel Lane is a small alley, on the South side of the High Street, between Lloyds TSB and 

Blandford Books and opposite the Lygon Arms Hotel) 

At 10.00am prompt 

Finish: The Ranch Caravan Park, Honeybourne. WR11 7PR 

By kind permission of Mr and Mrs Andy Attridge 

 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

MA7C Cotswold Run - Sunday 23.04.'17 - Car Entry Form    

Start: 10.00am. Sunday 23rd April 2017  at  the North Cotswold Hunt Kennels, 

Kennel Lane, Broadway. WR12 7DJ                                                                              

Name: .............................................................. 

Address: ........................................................................................................................................... 

 Post Code: .....................................           Tel: .................................................. 

 Vehicle Reg: ..............................  *             Model: ............................................ 

* This vehicle is taxed, insured and is fit for purpose on the Queen`s Highway   

Pub Lunch* / Picnic -  Please circle your choice. *We assume 2 persons per car.                                               

Return to:      R.Bremner-Smith. Tanglewood, Cleeve Prior, Evesham. WR11 8JY 

 


