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Brian Tomkins going through the “water Splash” on the  

Cotswold Run 2015. Don`t forget to enter this year! 

 



These are the present committee members. If you have a query please 

contact one of them as they are here for you. 

 
Opinions expressed in the magazine are those of their authors and do not necessarily represent the 

views of the Committee or Members 

Meetings held the last Wednesday of the month, Old Silhillians  Sports Club, Knowle (Jct 5 M42) 

 

30 th March club night  

        Bring and BUY 
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 Firstly and quite important, please note the change of date for the Stanford 
Hall Rally. Despite my request for a return to our former September date, 
Stanford has decided to repeat the May Bank Holiday date, which evidently 
does suit the Skoda and Sunbeam M/c Clubs. Any way, we are stuck with 29th 
May, so let's have a good turn out....please. The entry form is elsewhere in this 
newsletter.  
If you are planning to go to Churchill Vintage and Classic Car Show, 5th June, 
please get your entry in soon, it is very popular and filling fast. If you are 
successful and wish to be part of a MA7C stand /Area please let me know so 
we can advise the organiser. Entry forms from David Chambers on 
dhc@freezone.co.uk  
I was unable to join the very successful team at the Classic Car Restoration 
Show at NEC . They won first prize in the 'under 75sqM category' and have a 
salver to prove it. Ian Devey and Rick Bishop were the key players, ably 
supported by Andy Lowe and Arthur Davies amongst several others. Job well 
done! There were evidently only 3 pre-war clubs exhibiting, so maybe we 
should be asking if this is the right place for MA7C, although I am told interest 
was high. I hope someone has written a more detailed report in this 
publication. Perhaps I won't hold my breath!  
We send very best wishes for a speedy recovery to member, Mike Spires, who 
is currently captive with the NHS in Cheltenham Hospital. It took them a few 
days to isolate his problem, but they do now have everything under control, 
but he will be there for some weeks.  
Can I make a plea on behalf of Lesley, our diligent editor, I presume some of 
you go to events, rallies fetes and even weddings in your Austin 7s....... well tell 
us about it, and add a couple of photographs too.  
Jenny and I will have to get cracking with the route for the Cotswold Run. We 
know where lunch will be, but the route to and from is something else. 
Hopefully, it will include a private drive, but with the recent wet weather, we 
might give the fields a miss, as I know the ground is very soft and some Austin 
drivers/owners don't like mud on their tyres! There are only so many seats for 
lunch so get your entry in soon.  
That's all for now.  

All the best, Brem 

 



 

          

 

         BRING & BUY  

               March 30th 
Bring your very useful (but not needed by you) Austin 7 
spares or any automobilia etc. If you don’t have any of these 
bring your wallet to purchase these items as they are very useful and 
a good investment.  
Will all vendors ensure that they label any items with their reserve 
price. Any items not labelled will be sold and proceeds will go into 
club funds.  
Vendors are requested to collect any unsold items at the end of the 
auction please (can’t imagine there will be any unsold items!)  
As usual the Bring & Buy will be held at the Old Silhillians 

approximate starting time 8.30pm. 

 

 

 

 

                              

 

 

 



                                                                                               

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Car Transport Trailer for Sale 
Single wheelbase car trailer, twin ramps and manual winch, spare wheel, number 

plate board. garage stored and recently repainted. I have used the trailer for 

transporting a Westfield Hillclimb car, so suitable for smaller car. 

 

£700 ovno  contact Simon Coombe near Stratford upon Avon. 

email- simon.coombe@talk21.com 

 

in the in box! 

A Vintage Transport Weekend is being organised at Upton House (Edgehill) on 

Sat 18 and Sun 19 Jun and the club is invited to attend.  The organiser (Andrew 

Overton) can’t take the whole club as he hopes for a mix of other classic cars, 

trucks etc but he would be delighted to see about half a dozen Austin 7s.  If you 

are interested in attending either day (or both), please contact Andrew 

on Andrew.Overton@nationaltrust.org.uk or on 01295 671114 and express your 

wishes.  He is offering free entry to the House and Gardens for non-NT crews.  

He expects about 1000 visitors each day. 

  

Guys and gals, limited quantity to celebrate 10 years for POL £7.50 
including postage. Payment via friends and family pay pal 
prideoflongbridge2006@gmail.com your address needed . 
Comment if you`re interested.  
A great way to celebrate and remember the ethos of POL.  
To be delivered with in 4 weeks once payment received. 

 

 

 

mailto:simon.coombe@talk21.com
mailto:Andrew.Overton@nationaltrust.org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/n/?photo.php&fbid=10154734442791164&set=gm.1781236055430915&type=3&relevant_count=1&aref=1456713741251565&medium=email&mid=1781236055430915&n_m=marrinerkl@yahoo.co.uk


The Club is invited to attend the Luddington Village 

Fête (one mile from Stratford Racecourse) on Sun 24 Jul to form a 

display of classic cars as one of many activities.  The Fête will be held in 

the middle of the village, next to the Church on the banks of the River 

Avon – a great place for a picnic!  All proceeds go to the Stratford Cancer 

and Eye Hospital.   

 

If you are interested, please contact Rob Evans, the organiser, on 07790 

362984. 
  

 ******************************************************* 

A Vintage Transport Weekend is being organised at Upton House 

(Edgehill) on Sat 18 and Sun 19 Jun and the club is invited to attend.  The 

organiser (Andrew Overton) can’t take the whole club as he hopes for a mix of 

other classic cars, trucks etc but he would be delighted to see about half a dozen 

Austin 7s.  If you are interested in attending either day (or both), please contact 

Andrew on Andrew.Overton@nationaltrust.org.uk or on 01295 671114 and 

express your wishes.  He is offering free entry to the House and Gardens for 

non-NT crews.  He expects about 1000 visitors each day. 

 

Sat 25th June Defford Charity Air Day (Non Club Event) 

Advertised in previous news letter and again next month 

Dates for your Diary for 2016 (Club events) 

 Wed 30th March : Bring 'n Buy  

 Sun 24th Apr: Drive it Day and Cotswold Rally ( entry form 

later) 

 Wed 27th Apr: Noggin 'n Natter  

 Wed 25thMay: Bring an Interesting Item Evening  

 Sun 29th May: Stanford Hall Rally   

 Wed 29 June: Evening Rally (location tbd)  

 Sun 15thJuly: NT Upton House & Gardens( entry later) 

 Wed 27 July: Evening Rally (Fleur de Lys?)  

 Wed 31 Aug: Noggin 'n Natter  

 Wed 28 Sep: AGM  

mailto:Andrew.Overton@nationaltrust.org.uk


Retromobile 2016        by Andy Lowe 

The Retromobile show is in Paris in February. Sandy and I decided to visit and have 

a day wandering around the show and a day wandering in Paris. Flights from 

Birmingham at a civilised time; meant using the bus pass to get there and back 

home on return. Tickets in advance were a reasonable 16€. Booked and printed out 

via e-mail, this avoids queuing to pay. The hotel was just around the corner, and a 

stop was made to buy sandwiches on the way. The show is at the Porte de 

Versailles expo centre.  

Most of the small stalls and traders are gathered to one side, and the rest are larger 

stands for car displays and traders. New this year was a glass passage across to the  

other hall where the auction and some display were. On the glass passage the 

Automobile Club De L’Quest had a display of Le Mans cars and mostly French 

drivers. The 1925 Chenard & Walker tank (bodied) car was the most unusual. There 

were some interesting cars and vehicles on 

display in the auction area of Articurial. It 

included a Ferrari which sold on the 

Saturday for 25 million € (£21.5 Million) 

which after expenses and taxes became 28 

million€ or £24.66M Knowing it wouldn’t fit 

my garage I left it to someone else.  



Also upstairs were displays of cars of lady 

drivers, including some from the Bugatti Trust 

at Prescott. Also there was a furniture stand, 

who’s furniture popped up on other stands. In 

the Auction was one of the half track 

Citroens. Just the thing to go shopping in. 

     There were a good  

There were a good selection of petrol pumps 

imported from America by the look of them. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Sandy found a modern bike, shades of the 

Lotus bike in carbon fibre. Also up in hall 2.2 

was a quiet eating area, so coffee and cake 

was the order of the day. Back in hall 1, 

downstairs, all via escalators, I’m pleased to 

say. The featured display was the work of 

designer Philippe Charbonnneaux, and a range 

of his designs for cars, futuristic articulated 

display coaches, and TV sets 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Also there was feature on cars that don’t have a wheel at each corner, rather have a 

wheel at each side. 

 Called Les Rhomboides,  

the cars were diamond 

pattern.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

There were some examples of modern recreation coach building to be seen, which 

looked even better when painted and finished. But at what price I wondered.  



Towards the far side was a display of artist’s works, with some imaginative ideas.  

 

I thought this might look nice in the Editors front room! 

or maybe they would prefer a 12 cylinder standard lamp. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There was an idea with what to do with the kid’s toy cars when they grow up 

 

 

 

 

 

or how about this for an idea for your old con- rods? 



And finally for those who like a challenge a couple of pictures of a superb sculpture, 

I’ll not call it a model car. The detail was amazing, even down to the rusty springs in 

the seat.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The artist also showed a Citroen breakdown truck converted from a saloon. The 

detail was astounding. 

 

 

 

 

 The price of the car 

22.000€.  

A very good show with 

plenty to see, well worth the 

visit. 

 



 

 

 

Last thing from the show, Sandy was most impressed with the catering 

facilities in the centre of one of the car clubs stands. She suggested we 

do the same at the NEC; nice fruit bowl! 

ED.Thanks Andy, yes the VW bar would look great. 

***********************************  

Don`t forget the Bring and Buy March 30th. 

Sort out your sheds and garages and bring cash! 

************************************************ 

Date change for Stanford Hall May 29th  



  

 

Do You Have A Classic Car – Or Do You Just Dream Of Owning One? 

Now Maybe Your Chance! 

 

New Online Classic Car Auction Site Launched – Hassle Free and No Entry Fee! 
 

  

Selling a classic car – to some fanatics is like letting go of a member of 

family! Fine Classic Autos, understands this passion and has launched a 

new website this month providing an affordable online classic car 

auction.  Their objective is to provide a good selection of quality cars for 

auction online, offering a high level of service and the most competitive 

commission rates in the business. 

 

If you are considering selling your classic car or interested in buying 

one, Fine Classic Autos is a fantastic way to get an excellent deal for 

your vehicle – what’s more, there are no entry fees. As a small but 

dedicated team of classic car enthusiasts and professionals, they are 

sure to provide an enthusiastic service to both the buyer and seller. So 



whether you are looking to buy or sell a 1930’s Alvis, a 1950’s American 

classic, a 1960’s Jaguar, or a 1980’s Mercedes, Fine Classic Autos will 

help you reach the best buyers and will hold your hand every step of the 

way. 

Entry is a simple process. Just submit the vehicle details via the online 

entry form. Fine Classic Autos will help provide a pre-sale estimate; 

reserve price and the auction start and end date prior to listing it on the 

website. Auctions take place continuously, with start and end times 

determined by the seller. It is actively encouraged that potential bidders 

view the vehicle beforehand in person. Clients wishing to view a vehicle 

can get in touch with Fine Classic Autos directly to arrange a viewing 

with the seller at a mutually convenient time and place. 

Hassle free – All buyers are vetted prior to bidding and payment is made 

via segregated client escrow account for the security of both parties. 

There is no fee for entering a vehicle. A seller’s fee of 4% of the hammer 

price +VAT is applicable once the vehicle is sold. This simple, no-

nonsense website takes the time and effort out of buying or selling a 

classic vehicle. Leave the worry to Classic Autos and start looking for 

your new classic ‘love’ 

For further details, visit: www.fineclassicautos.com 

 

Fine Classic Autos was founded by Philip Spani and Stephane Aderca, 

and is a UK based company. 

 

Contact Us: 

Philip Spani or Stephane at Fine Classic Autos 

Email:      info@fineclassicautos.com  or Tel: 0208 0128 

333 

Website: www.fineclassicautos.com 

http://veterancarrun.us5.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=e2c59a0a3a11fade1c6e2c553&id=cf28696be3&e=3eca9ac288
mailto:info@fineclassicautos.com
http://veterancarrun.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e2c59a0a3a11fade1c6e2c553&id=c24a34b20f&e=3eca9ac288
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Meanwhile we can only say to those with projects which now appear to be at risk because of changed bodywork 

styles that they ought not to despair, but on the other hand would probably be best to be patient and not to put 

forward applications for the next little while, as things might well get a little better. 

 

Asbestos The Certificate of Exemption under REACH exempting ‘heritage vehicles’ from the ban on putting 

products containing asbestos in the market was signed on 23 December 2015. A copy, together with the Health 

and Safety Executive’s Frequently Asked Questions is reproduced here.  

 

While this represents the satisfactory return to legality of the sale of historic vehicles which may, or may not, 

contain asbestos, HSE was not actively policing the previous illegality of historic vehicle sales but we must 

assume they will take some steps to see that the Certificate is complied with. We succeeded in making the 

compliance requirements as simple as possible. 

 

 The definition for the Certificate of Heritage vehicle is one built over thirty years ago. The definition does 

roll forward. 

  ‘Placing on the market’ includes lease, loan and gift. The word ‘seller’ in the following bullets it is a 

shorthand for someone selling, lending, leasing or gifting a vehicle. 

 The seller does not have to take anything apart to find out if there is asbestos; the advice is against doing 

that. 

 The seller does not have to seek out an expert on asbestos to give an opinion on its likely presence. 

 The seller does have to provide written notice of the presence of asbestos. Thus if the vehicles has old 

brake shoes or an old clutch, they need to be mentioned. If there might be more, say in gaskets and insulation, 

that possibility should be mentioned. 

 If the transaction is by way of loan or lease (whether or not any money is involved) the person taking the 

lease or loan must have a copy for his or her own use. 

 The Certificate does not include trailers, though a semitrailer put on the market together with its tractor 

unit will be treated as a single vehicle. We intend to continue discussions on how trailers should be dealt with as 

this issue was only recognised vary late in the discussions last year. 

 The definition for the Certificate of Heritage vehicle as built over thirty years ago leaves some vehicles in 

the black hole between then and the point at which all use of asbestos ceased in 1990. So vehicles which go into 

preservation early, such as a step-entrance vehicles which cannot be used as buses since 1 January, do not 

qualify.
 
We don’t have a solution at the moment, but HSE are aware of the issue, but simply could see no way of 

including in the Certificate. We will continue to seek a solution, which could be urgent in the case of some 

buses which could otherwise be lost forever. 

 The Certificate covers only complete vehicles and does not cover parts. This might seem obvious, but it 

would apply to a whole engine, in respect of which the proper advice must be, before selling on, to remove, 

under the prescribed workshop conditions, gaskets and insulation which might have asbestos and replace them 

with more modern substitutes. 

 

Heritage Vehicle Exemption Certificate, FAQ 

Does this exemption include parts for heritage vehicles, which contain asbestos? 

No this exemption does not include parts for heritage vehicles – the ‘placing on the market’ of vehicle parts 

containing asbestos is strictly prohibited. 

What qualifies as a heritage vehicle?   A heritage vehicle, means a vehicle manufactured at least thirty years 

before the date it is placed on the market. 

What parts of a heritage vehicle are likely to contain asbestos?    There are a number of parts where asbestos 

might be found in a heritage vehicle. Brake shoes, clutch plates, gaskets, and clutch linings are the most 

common, but there may be other parts. 



Could the asbestos parts be changed for non-asbestos parts before the heritage vehicle is placed on the 

market?     If the parts are reasonably accessible such as brake shoes, then these can be changed, but this must 

be done by a competent person with adequate controls in place to prevent the spread of asbestos. 

Does this exemption certificate cover vehicle hire, such as wedding cars, where the owner/driver remains 

in charge?     The REACH prohibition does not apply in these circumstances as this activity is considered to be 

‘continued use’ rather than ‘placing on the market’, therefore no exemption is required. 

Does the definition of vehicles include vehicles such as tractors, fire engines and preserved fighting 

vehicles, as these are not actually intended to carry goods or passengers?   Yes, the definition will cover all 

vehicles such as tractors, fire engines, fighting vehicles etc. as they all involve transport of people/goods in 

some way, even it if that was not their primary function (e.g. a fire engine was used to transport fire fighters to 

the scene of a fire). 

Does the definition cover motorbikes?   Yes, it does cover motorbikes. 

Condition 3b requires a record of the articles, location and type of asbestos in the vehicle. What if there is 

uncertainty to which parts of the vehicle contains asbestos? Are we expected to dismantle the vehicle to 

find out?    No. Condition 3b gives a requirement to provide this information ‘as far as is reasonably 

practicable’. Dismantling the vehicle to check for asbestos would not be reasonably practicable and we would 

very much advise against this. 

Roadworthiness Testing Directive  The next month or so should see the issue of a DfT Consultation which 

will cover various options to amend eligibility for and the process of the MoT to enable the UK to meet the 

requirements of the EU Roadworthiness Directive. We already know that the actual changes to the MoT are 

likely to be minimal but that the range of possible exemptions and definitions might be quite wide. Immediately 

the Consultation is issued we will commence consideration of what the Federation response should be.  

We will try to consult member clubs as widely as the response time permits, as we know there is quite a wide 

variation of views among members as to whether and how far historic vehicles ought to be exempted.  

The Federation view is obviously going to be dependent upon the extent of changes to the MoT. Our basic 

principle will continue to be that no historic vehicle, which is roadworthy in the terms of the standards at the 

time it was manufactured, should be banned from use on the road by reason of a test which it cannot pass.  

Insurance Values and Write-Offs  

I reminded you last time of the possibility of problems with damaged vehicles if the insurance Salvage Code of 

Practice is unsympathetically applied. The problem is that the existing Code relates decisions on writing-off 

very closely to the ratio of the cost of repair and the market value. That approach might not be applicable to 

historic vehicles, especially of the smaller varieties. A new Code of Practice is in the course of being drafted and 

the Federation has been invited, through the good offices of the DfT, to participate in a review of the most 

recent draft. We expect that activity to occur during the next few weeks. Our aim will be to ensure that the 

interests of historic vehicles are properly considered.  

Meanwhile, there is a live issue people should be aware of. There is a presumption that a vehicle which is 

inundated in a flood must be written off. While this probably makes complete sense for a contemporary vehicle 

stuffed full of electronics, it is questionable in the case of older vehicles, which may be little affected. We have 

received warnings that this may have become a live issue after the Cumbrian floods and we will be monitoring 

the situation. 

For more information regarding DVLA enquiries please contact Ron Rudge our DVLA rep. 

 



Restoration Show 2016 

(I borrowed these from the face book page in case you haven`t  seen them, take a look  

at it sometime!)     The MA7C stand 

 

 

 



The Restoration Crew.          Where was Arthur at the photo call? 

 

 

Finished project? 

  



BEST STAND AND CAR 

DISPLAY (UNDER 50 Sqm) 

MIDLANDS AUSTIN SEVEN 

CLUB 

 

Sponsored by 

             

Ed. Didn`t they do well? 



MA7C Cotswold Run 

On Sunday 24th April 2016 

Another picturesque run around the Vale and Cotswolds with a lunch 

stop at a suitable watering hole which also provides food 

Start: North Cotswold Hunt Kennels Car Park, Kennel Lane, 

Broadway. WR12 7DP 

( Kennel Lane is a small alley, on the South side of the High Street, between Lloyds TSB and Blandford Books and 

opposite the Lygon Arms Hotel) 

By kind permission of Mr N.Peel MFH  

At 10.00am prompt 

Finish: The Ranch Caravan Park, Honeybourne. WR11 7PR 

By kind permission of Mr and Mrs Andy Attridge 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Car Entry Form 

MA7C Cotswold Run 

Start: 10.00am. Sunday 24th April 2016  at  the North Cotswold Hunt Kennels, 

Kennel Lane, Broadway. WR12 7DP 

Name: ...............................................        Signature:  ................................... 

 Address: .......................................................................................................                      

Post Code: .................. Tel: ...................................                   

Vehicle Reg: ........................  Model: ......................... 

This vehicle is taxed, insured and fit for purpose on the Queens Highway 

Pub Lunch / Picnic  -  Please circle your choice 

 

Return to: R.Bremner-Smith. Tanglewood, Cleeve Prior, Evesham. WR11 8JY 



     

MA7C    52nd Stanford Hall Rally                                   

on Sunday, May 29 th  2016 

All Austin 7s will be most welcome. The Rally will open at 11.00am and presentation of the trophies 

will take place at 4.00pm. There will be a trophy, as usual, for the best cake cooked by a gentleman. 

Rule 1:  No assistance from Wags! Entrants will need to pay the  £5.00pp  ‘grounds only’  fee to 

Stanford Hall on arrival at the gate.   This will exclude entry to the Hall itself, which would be an 

additional £3.00pp if required.    Entries received before Friday,6th May will receive a free Rally 

Plaque.              Entries after 9th May will be charged £3.00 for plaques.        

 Stanford Hall, Lutterworth, Leicestershire. LE17 6DH  is situated off the B5414,  2 miles from the A5, 

6 miles NE of Rugby, near junctions 18 and 20 on the M1 and junction 1 on the M6 

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

ENTRY FORM                                           Stanford Hall Rally  -   

Name:...............................................................  A7 Model:.......................................... 

Address:...........................................................   Reg No:............................................. 

 ...............................................................   Year:................................................. 

 ...............................................................   Tel:.................................................... 

Class:   1. Black Rad:......... 2. Chrome Rad:........  3. Cowl Rad:.........   

 4. Sports:........  5. Van:.........     6. Special:.......    Please tick as appropriate 

I will / will not be bringing an autojumble stall. (Delete as applicable and enclose the £10 fee)            

Would 2015 winners please return their trophies by  April, Club Night. 

ALL ENTRANTS DO SO AT THEIR OWN RISK AND MUST HAVE CURRENT ROAD TAX & 

INSURANCE ON THEIR VEHICLE 

Please return this completed form asap to:  

R.Bremner-Smith, Tanglewood, Cleeve Prior, Evesham, Worcs. WR11 8J 



Upton House&Gardens Rally 2016   
Sunday 17th July 2016 
You are invited to enter a Rally at Upton House & Gardens in Warwickshire, In 1939the 

owners of Upton House – the Bearsteds – moved out and their family-owned bankmoved in. 

Driven by the need to protect bank staff and assets from the London air raids, M. Samuel & 

Co., moved in lock, stock and barrel for the duration of the Second World War. Join in the 

story and step back in time to see how the bank staff lived and worked in their new 

surroundings. There are office desks and typewriters in the Long Gallery, just as there were 

in the 1940s, alongside the world class paintings and porcelain collection. New rooms are 

open, the gardens are enhanced with wartime features and you can now explore for yourself 

what happened when ordinary people took over this extraordinary place. We shall be 

displayed in the yew hedge quadrangle in front of the house. Because we will be on the 

original flagstones, cars will require a drip tray/mat/cardboard. No Dogs are permitted.  
Entry to the Rally costs £7 and includes entry to the house and gardens on productionof either 

NT card or MA7C card and a souvenir rally plaque. The rally field opens at10.30am until 

4pm., but of course entrants are free to come and go as they wish.There is a shop, and a 

restaurant providing lunches and meals .A self-judging concours will be for classes shown 

below. All vehicles must have insurance, and vehicles entered before 30th June will be 

included in the entry list. 
Directions: On A422, 7 miles north of Banbury, 12 miles south-east of Stratfordupon-Avon. 

OX15 6HT for SatNav. Signposted with brown tourist signs 

Car Classes ...   1 Austin 7 Black Rad 2 Austin 7 Chrome Rad             

3Austin 7 Painted Rad (Ruby’s) 4 Non Austin 7 

To enter send your completed form with remittance to : Andy Lowe, 38, Kingswood 

Road, West Heath, Birmingham B31 4RP. Please enclose a SAE if you require 

confirmation of entry. Please make cheques payable to MA7CLtd. Further enquires: 

0121 477 0547 or e-mail: andylowe@fsmail.net 

---------------------------------------------- 

Upton House & Gardens Rally, Sunday 17th July 2016 

Name……………………………………….. Vehicle make…………………………... 

Address……………………………………. Registration No………………………… 

…………………………………………….. Year & Model…………………………... 

Tel No (Optional)………………………… Class entered…………………………… 

entry complete □ entry fee enclosed □ SAE enclosed, if confirmation required □ 

 

mailto:andylowe@fsmail.net

