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Well done to our chairman and his lovely car, but they were not the only cup winners this month!
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Meetings held the last Wednesday of the month, Old Silhillians Sports Club, Knowle
(Jct 5 M42)
Next club night NOT at above venue. Fleur De Lys pub,
Lowsenford.
Contact Brem for further details.

AGM September 28th . Please support your club.

Important

Please Read

Midlands Austin 7 Club Ltd
Company No 6803165

The Companies Act 1985 to 1989
Midlands Austin 7 Club Ltd (MA7C Ltd)

(A Company Limited by guarantee and not having a share capital)
Annual General Meeting

Wednesday 28th September 2016
NOTICE is hereby given that the 6th Annual General Meeting of MA7C Ltd will take place in the meeting room
at Old Silhillians at 2000 hours on Wednesday 30th September 2015 for the following purposes:
1. To receive and consider the report of the Directors for the end of year 30th September 2015
2. To receive Notification of the accounts for the financial year ending 28th February 2015
3. The Election of Directors (note 1)
4. The Election of the Committee (note 2)
5. To consider any other business notified in accordance with the Company's articles of Association
(note 3).
By order of the Board
R S Prophet (Secretary)
4th July 2016
Notes:
1. Two Directors were elected at the 2012 AGM. These directorships, which are now held by R BremnerSmith, Chairman, and I Devey, Treasurer, will not be up for re-election at the meeting. R S Prophet, Secretary,
was voted on as the third Director at the 2012 AGM and his position was formalised in 2013.
2. Members are encouraged to stand as members of the Committee; those wishing to do so should notify the
Secretary in writing of their willingness to serve not less than 14 days prior to the AGM and should have the
support of one proposer and one seconder, both of whom should be full members of MA7C Ltd.
3. Only items which have been included in the agenda for the AGM and notified to the Secretary not less than
14 days prior to the AGM may be discussed during the formal part of the AGM. The board has the discretion
over the detail of the agenda.

Midlands Austin 7 Club Ltd, Company No: 6803165 Registered in England and Wales

After 22 years the Membership Secretary, our very own John Roberts, has decided to hang up whatever
Membership secretaries use. The committee would like to thank him very much for his efforts on all of our
behalves and wish him a happy retirement from membership duties. Elsewhere in this newsletter you will
find a plea for a new Membership Secretary who must be computer literate.
This last month has been quite busy. Andrew Overton asked member, Ken Turner, if he could rustle up
a few cars in support of one of the National Trust's WW11 days. 7 MA7C Austin 7s plus our 12 spent two days
at Upton House with about 15 other pre-war cars and with a very interesting display of early push bikes. It was
dry but the numbers of public were perhaps a little disappointing, but Andrew was delighted with our support.
He has now asked for support for a Wartime Weddings Weekend.
( nice piece of alliteration!)
Last week end a number of southern MA7C members attended the Ebrington (Yuberton to the locals)
Fete. This is a lovely village event which is very well supported and despite the threatening clouds, remained
dry and by mid afternoon was quite sunny. Penelope Keith was filming part of her Hidden Villages series in the
village and joined the fete as part of her programme. How much lands on the cutting room floor remains to
be seen, literally. Your Chairman had taken the 12 Clifton and was surprised to win a cup for the car 'the
judges would most like to take Home'. That's two pots in twelve months as she won a cup at Charlecote Park
for the best non A7. In truth she was the only non A7!
I was going to the Defford Wings and Wheels event at the end of June, but with heavy rain all morning
the decision was taken to stay dry.
Today, Sunday 17th July, we joined 31 A7s at Upton House, near Banbury. This was another event
organised by Andy Lowe, and what a cracker. This was the 7th in the series which started at Avoncroft and
then moved to National Trust properties, Packwood House, Coughton Court, Baddesley Clinton, Hanbury Hall,
Charlecote and now Upton House. The weather just kept on getting better and cars were still arriving till mid
afternoon. Evidently there was a very slow 12 car queue up Sunrising Hill following two 7s that had to resort
to bottom gear! Still they both got to the top and they were still ahead of 12 other cars! Probably not for long.
This Friday evening, 22nd July, is the Birlingham Vintage and Classic Car Rally at the Birlingham Cricket
ground just off the A4104 a few miles south of Pershore. This is a splendid evening event like a small Churchill.
It starts at 5.30pm and costs £2.00 for charity. Well worth a run to a great part of the country and with these
longer evenings, lights are not such a problem.
Don't forget Club Night this month is at The Fleur de Lys, Lowsonford, B95 5HJ. There are still a couple
of seats left in the restaurant, which we have taken over. Please contact me to book your place. Arrive
7.00pm to order your drinks and pay for your order. They wish to start serving at 7.30pm. We hope the locals
at least will use their Austins.
That's all for now.

Brem

Upton House

July 2016

Remember those other cup winners I mentioned on the front page? Well congratulations
to you too!

Upton House & Gardens Rally
The year`s National Trust Rally was held at Upton House & Gardens by Edgehill near Banbury. This
delightful house has been taken back to the 1940’s. During the Second World War one of the banks
from London moved all their staff to there; and the house is reliving this era. The ballroom has been
returned to the typing pool (remember them?)

About 32 cars eventually arrived after 30 had entered. Most folks enjoyed visiting the house or just
sitting and chatting. The sun made an appearance most of the time. Entrants self-judged their own
class. The winners were class 1 (black radiator) Ray Warrington, class 2 (chrome rad) Mark Kershaw,
class 3 (painted Radiator eg Rubies) John Roberts, and class 4 (Non A7’s) Pauline & Frank Powell with
their A 10 Lichfield. The club made a generous donation to the National Trust, who had made use
most welcome.
Thanks to all who took part, and those who assisted on the day.

For some the weather got too much. The Chairman
a deck chair overlooking the swimming pool!

Andy Lowe

found

ED. A colleague of mine who just happened to be out for the day, text me to say what lovely
display of Austins she had just found at Upton House. Well done Andy, sorry we didn`t make it.

From our DVLA sec.

Ron Rudge

Much needs to be said about the poor treatment of members from the DVLA. I recently inspected a
very complete Mk 2 Ruby that had no paperwork at all. The car was very complete, but the engine was
not running. A complete original car only minus a dip stick! DVLA insisted on the Swiss company
SVS to make a second inspection, he came along and suggested all was ok. Expect a log book in the
next two weeks. He took loads of pictures, not just front and back. Within two weeks DVLA rejected
an application for a number of reasons because they reckoned the car was not ready for the road the
day after .Their main reason being the original seats had tears! We live in a strange world were rules
seemed to made up at will..
Many members may be concerned that DVLA seem to be using the wording of INF26 to a silly
confirmation. They are insisting that a new body on an old chassis means a "Q" registration plate.
However this is not the case. Whilst I am concerned that the Federation racked up this problem, in the
first place challenging the imports of replica cars from Argentina, I am pleased that they seem to be
putting matters in a correct picture. It would seems starting gund have gonr off.
DVLA had stated for whatever reason to reject applications on the basis that the that the body was not
original or at the very least consistent with the original style of the vehicles. Sometimes but not always
they based these decisions on the evidence of the body style shown on the old VE 60 log book. To the
certain knowledge of the FBVHC many bodies were changed I in many times before without
problems.
The Federation has at last pulled its finger out at attempting to sort out the issue of a body change. The
FBHVC has always argued that DVLA's own publications such as INF26 and Form V765/3 were so
written as to preclude the possibility that bodies on a chassis (in contrast to monocoque body shells)
were to be taken account of in deciding if a vehicle was genuine. For instance INF26 states very
clearly that a new body on an old chassis means a Q plate!
The response of DVLA to the protestation from the Federation was that they had always considered
bodies and that this had been the case since local authorities were responsible for vehicle registration
and licensing.
The Federation were quite sure that this was not the case and indeed members with specialist skill
pointed out books from the '50s which very clearly stated the reverse; that local authorities ignored
body styles in identifying what constituted a vehicle.
Well, thanks to the Kithead Trust (an amazing source of vehicle history).They have a huge collection
of vehicle marks, probably more than DVLA when it comes to Historic Vehicles. A quick Google
search will tell you if they have a card index for your Seven).They came up a Ministry of Transport
official handbook. This was the instruction book as to how they handle registration matters.To quote.
Paragraph 303(2)The most reasonable assumption is that the chassis consists not only of the frame but
also front and rear axles, gears and transmission units. (A) change of body....does not by itself
constitute a change of identity.
Low and behold the Federation searched high and low for any changes to this policy e.g. a consultation
in September 1996, the setting up of theV765 scheme, consultation on inspection processes in 2004.
No changes were made! I gather the Federation have set all this out to the DVLA. We wait to see how
the DVLA will try to wriggle out! In the meantime the advice is to all affected to be patient.
Ron Rudge
DVLA Secretary
rdrudge @ blueyonder.co.uk

Olney Motorama June 12th

A varied line up of cars.

Soon the square was full of interesting cars
…

and a collection of motorbikes. The Indian was the winner

Cars of all ages and makes

This Austin had been touring France and could achieve
speeds of a heady fifty mph. This cartoon was in the side window of the Austin.

Our displays were much appreciated and we collected £64.63p for Marie Curie.

Bletsoe June 18th
There was a good line up of Austin Sevens

A good variety of modern classics

There was a lady wood carver and a bodger with a pole lathe.

There was a lone steam engine and an Austin Seven C van which we were amused to see was a rapid
response vehicle.

There were stalls all round the arena

There was a fly past by a Hurricane.

*******************************************************
Introducing BookAclassic!

We’re Europe's leading online booking portal for classic and vintage vehicle rental.
We provide classic cars for a wide range of events including exciting photo shoots and film
productions. We’d love your members to be a part of that and are writing to invite them (and you) to
get paid to drive their own vehicles at our events. Joining BookAclassic is a fantastic way to become
part of a bigger community of classic and vintage car enthusiasts, as well as a way to drive onto movie
sets and other great events!
BookAclassic gives your members the chance to enjoy their classic vehicles more than ever, with
lots of opportunities to show off their pride and joy with fun jobs and enviable assignments!

See website for details.

Tingewick Beer Festival June 25th

We arrived in sunshine and set up. (By the end of the day
we had collected £31.48pfor Marie Curie

…but ominous black clouds loomed

After torrential rain the ground was churned to ankle deep mud and we had to dodge the later showers
spending the afternoon sitting in the car or braving the mud.

The National Van Show at Akeley June 26th

An assortment of modified vans.

There were not many cars in the car show.

As the event was held in our home village we only had to travel 200yards.
We collected £39.42p for Marie Curi

Gawcott Fete July 2nd

A Fraser Nash heads this line up of assorted cars

People viewing the cars in between the showers

We were delighted when the Morris won an award for the car
that most people would like to take home.
By John and Angela

ED.

Well done to you both for the award and the fundraising for Marie Curie.

In the Inbox



Come to an Open Day at the Austin7 Clubs’ Association (A7CA) Archives in Lubenham,
Leicestershire, on Sunday 14th August 2016! The Archives, which will be open from 10 am to
about 3 pm, are in a building owned by the Triumph Register as you leave the village heading
east on the A4304 (Harborough Road). Look for the Triumph sign on a low, white building on
the south side of the road just east of a turning to the north called The Green and a turning to
the south called School Lane; turn in through the gate by the sign. There is plenty of parking,
plenty to see and A7CA expert archivists and others to show and explain to you the fascinating
collection of Austin material held. It could be a good family day out with a pub (The Coach
and Horses, LE16 9TF) within crawling distance ready to quench your thirst and assuage your
hunger. For the antiquarians amongst you, Oaktree Antiques is next to the pub: they will
undoubtedly be happy to relieve you of your money…



MA7C members and their cars have been invited to spend an afternoon at the Brailes Village
Show on Saturday 13th August. Last year, the show attracted about 50 vintage/classic vehicles
including five Austin 7s and an Austin 10 together with a goodly number of MGs and Jaguars.
The show opens officially at 1.30 pm but many of the attractions (including food and drink)
will be open all day as a horse show and flower show are running in conjunction with the main
show. The first vehicles usually start arriving about mid-morning and many bring picnics with
them but plenty of food stalls are available on the show field throughout the day. The Show
website is: http://www.brailesvillageshow.com/

Wanted


Wanted

Wanted

MA7C Membership secretary from September. John is retiring after 22years in the
post and we need someone with computer skills take in subscriptions, compile the membership
list and make sure member`s details are up to date. (With 140 members this should not be too
great a task)

Please apply to the Chairman or Secretary.


Helena from the Upton House and Gardens is looking for some A7’s or bigger Austin’s for their 1940’s
wedding weekend on the 6th and 7th August. If you feel you would like to help or be involved she can
be reached on :

Helena.avery-clarke@nationaltrust.org.uk
She has mentioned tea and cakes could be available for suitable assistance!!

Note from ED
I know the same people`s exploits are featured every month, I can assure you it isn`t
favouritism it`s because they are the people who bother to send me anything. There is the odd
occasion when I do get other articles. The answer is to get out your camera or put pen to paper.
The deadline for articles is the 15th of the month. P.S. No news letter next month.

Rally Scene 2016.
Friday 20th May Whit walks Greenfield
Oldham, a most enjoyable experience with
International bands from France, Germany,
Sweden. University bands from Warwick,
Birmingham, Leeds, local bands and famed
names such as Brighouse, Black dyke and
representing the military The Kings own
troop. This redundant station with adverts is
positioned in the middle of the village.

Saturday 21st May we attended Moira
canal festival together with the Siddeley
owners club. Rain failed to spoil the day.

Here we are seen at Griffin Bedworth on the
following Tuesday, a cold night but a good
attendance with 70 vehicles during the course
of the night.
Our Herald receiving inspection!

Sunday 29th May our annual MA7C
meeting now in May at Stanford Hall. TOP
711 and crew braving the chilly, but so far,
dry day.

Monday 30th May Bidford
Wings and Wheels. A large
number of stunning
transport of all makes. This
Bugatti given to someone
then stored for over 30
years before being
rediscovered was the “bees
knees”. What a find.

My choice of car of the show for many
reasons is this 1949 Bristol 400. There
is hardly a straight panel to be seen.

Sunday 5th June we travelled to
Churchill. Too late to be on MVPS
stand we found ourselves rubbing
shoulders with this stunning 1904
20hp Mors, already booked for the
London to Brighton. For what it's
worth this was my choice of car of the
show.

Immediately next door this
equally fine 1926 6.5 litre
Bentley Laundelette. This
was awarded car of the show
being judged by Paddy
Hopkirk.

When reality and practicality finally
kicks in this very fine 1960 Singer
Gazelle convertible is the more
affordable and practical option.

The following evening being
POO night at Weston Hall Brian
and Anne Coles very nice Ascot
won Masters Class. Here seen
at an earlier event.
Congratulations are in order.

Sunday June 12th Stapleford
steam. Action from this very nice
venue as a double header is
receiving final attention before
the off.
Children of young and senior age
enjoying the day!

Rikk Harrison....

*****************************************************
ED. Please put the date of the AGM in your diary,
 28th September. You will not get a news letter in August so the
next will be in September.
 Also, do not go to the Old Sillhillians for the July meeting
On the 27th as we will be at the Fleur De Lys, Lowsenford.

Ebrington village Fete
Ebrington Village Fete is one of the annual events for which we consider ourselves lucky to be invited.
The venue must be one of the most pleasant anyone can imagine being on the edge of the village with
a beautiful view across our lovely Cotswold countryside. The area designated for our vehicles is a
bank which runs along one side of the cricket field so affording us with a great overall view of all the
stalls, marquee's and events, taking place below us. The village ladies were selling tea and wonderful
cakes, the local Ebrington Arms were selling local beers and cider, there was a hot dog and burger stall
so refreshments were in plentyful supply. Of course all the usual stalls were there too plant, book,
brick a brak, tombola and many more. The local senior school band did a wonderful job of entertaining
us all afternoon with a very varied selection of popular music and should be congratulated on their
professionalism. Then, half way through the afternoon, we were paid a visit by none other than
Penelope Keith and her production people who had been filming an episode for another of her series
about our beautiful English Villages. We hope that
our lovely vintage cars will feature in at least a few seconds of one episode but have a sneaky feeling
we'll be left on the cutting room floor!! Then, at the end of the afternoon, the prizes were announced
and Brem and Jenny won the cup for Best Car for their Austin Twelve Tourer so Congratulations to
them for that recognition of their work with their car. We all left for home feeling happy with the
lovely afternoon we'd had and promising that we would definitely be back next year.
(photo on the cover from Jean)
JeanSaunders

June Meeting The day of 29th June was very wet and dreary so it was with some trepidation
that we set out, with Ken and Sheila Turner who had kindly suggested that we travel with them, to attend
Adam Crow's evening barbeque at Truggist Hill Farm. We manouvered our way through heavy traffic, rain and
spray, and couldn't believe our luck when, at Balsall Common, the sun broke through the cloud and it was
suddenly a lovely evening. Things were well underway when we arrived at the venue so it was good to see
many of our Austin Seven Club members, and also a good many of Adams friends and customers, enjoying
themselves. Adam and his family went to great trouble to provide lovely fresh food and drinks and a brilliant
atmosphere with live music provided by a very talented lady playing an electric violin. Sheila ran the raffle for
which Adam provided an amazing quantity of prizes. Everyone really enjoyed themselves and expressed a wish
to say a big THANK YOU ADAM for all the effort you put in.

ED. Just a few photos of the evening, sorry I was too busy socialising, or something!

MA7C Club nights and events
Wed 27 July: Evening Rally (Fleur de Lys, Lowesenford)
Wed 31 Aug: Noggin 'n Natter
Wed 28 Sep: AGM

WANTED Membership Secretary

Sun 16th October Autumn Leaves Run
Sun 23rd October Restoration Show, NAC Stoneleigh

Subscriptions are due in September. You will only receive one
more news letter if you do not renew.

