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An undeterred Ruby owner. That`s what you call a snowdrift !
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24thFebruary - Club Night

Talk or film

ED. Sorry to have missed last month`s Alternative Bring and Buy but an
accident on the A5 brought us to a standstill, but with all emergency services
there clearly someone was in a much worse situation than us!

Only with Ron Rudge's persistence with the DVLA did he
finally get a response. The DVLA has accepted him as our official DVLA Representative
since November, but nobody in Swansea thought to let the Club or Ron know. So if you
need any help with reregistering or obtaining age related registration for your beloved A7,
Ron is the man. His details are in the Committee list, inside front cover.
Ron Hayhurst, has painstakingly produced an index for the A7CA of the Grey Mag
for the last 10 years. Bearing in mind that MA7C now issues the majority of newsletters via
e-mail, to save printing and postage costs, would members want a copy of this index via
email or a printed copy as previously? The Committee felt that the index and the last 10
years' magazines could be made available through the A7CA website. The index is looking
to be approx 46 pages in A5, so would be about 1.5 times the magazine costs plus postage,
2nd class. The representatives at the meeting seemed to think that both would be a good
idea, if possible. Your committee has ordered 30 printed versions, which will be available
through Sheila Turner (Regalia) on a first come first served basis.
The Membership List is to be published this month, so if you have not returned your
DPA form you will not be included and will not receive the list. Currently 20% of the
members have not responded. Copy date is 22nd Feb.
Change of date for the Autumn Leaves Run because of a clash with the Restoration
Show at Stoneleigh, which is on Sunday 23rd Oct., the Autumn Leaves Run will now be on
Sunday, 16th Oct. with the usual start and finish points. The Cotswold Run remains on
Drive it Day, 24th April.
I am thinking of planning a midweek run to Harvington Hall, near the junction of the A450
and A448 and near Chaddesley Corbett, DY10 4LR. Lunch at the Hall and their official tour
will involve some cost. Some members might prefer to picnic in the car park. Afternoon
tea would be taken at a private 1940s museum. This will be based on a run ATDC did last
year. Any interest??? Numbers are limited, so first come first served.
That's all for now.

ATB

Brem

**************************************************************************

Cotswold run Sunday 24th
April
Don`t forget to fill in your entry form for the Cotswold Run
Entry form at the end of this news letter.
Thanks to John Roberts and Brian Thomkins for the photos I will get them in
next month.

Stony Stratford New Years Day 2016

We were one of the
early arrivals at Stony
so we could take photos as later we are both so busy chatting about our displays we
don’t have time to look round.

Our friend`s Humber

Cars were arriving all the time indeed throughout the morning.

The Military Section.

John remembers a local firm having one of these. It was said the man who bought it took a
suitcase full of pound notes to the Commercial Motor Show!

A line up in the Market Square

Colin Cook’s Austin 7, An Austin Taxi and a Ford

A 1911 Roadster

The Post-war section.

Angie was in the Post-war section collecting donations for Willen Hospice.
She raised over £100!

An E type? ERA

The motor bike section. Our friend Don’s motorbike and sidecar was an early arrival and later
this area was completely filled with motorbikes.

Thanks to John Tibbits and Angela Hawker.

WANTED An aluminium 1928 starting handle mounting
bracket. This is the type used on the later mag engine cars and mounts on the
chassis nose piece. The aluminium version is slightly longer than the more common
cast steel ones. Any help much appreciated.
Paul Cooper. Tel 01789 750667.
*****************************************************************************

Tech Tip
How to remove the differential bearings without tears!
By Bob Kneale ( and with thanks to the Cornwall Austin seven Club for reproduction.)
I finally got round to rebuilding the Ruby rear axle, and decided that the
thrust ball races that flank the differential would have to be replaced. The
problem was how do you remove them, for they are pressed on close to the
diff. casing and using a puller only removes the outer part of the race,
causing the balls to spray out in all directions over the floor, and leaving the
inner race stuck fast on the housing. Attacking the inner race with a cold
chisel would only damage the diff. housing, and cause problems for the
fitting of the replacement crown wheel. I consulted Woodrow for learned
advice as to the correct procedure, but was dismayed to find that no
reference was made to this item whatsoever. Some considerable time later,
I stumbled upon a chance remark in an article in the Austin Seven Companion.
It was part of an article by the late (and much respected Jack
French), and is a mere two lines at the top of page 169 stating ‘The angular
contact races on the diff carrier are removable, by using a pin punch (trade
name for a wire nail) through holes provided in the carrier. So there is was –
it had to be a simple solution, but that one was far from obvious.
The following images show how easy it was to do, once I had borrowed a
3/16” dia pin punch. A wire nail is quite definitely not up to the job!. It is
essential to support the casing halves to protect the bronze bushes that carry
the half shafts – I turned up a suitable piece of brass bar to provide the
necessary support mandrel, and a bit of work with a large hammer produced
the desired result

The carrier
halves
showing the
holes for
inserting the
punch.

Punching the
bearing. Note the brass
mandrel to support the
shoulders of the carrier.

Heating the
new bearing in
an oil bath.

The refitted
bearings.

I employed my favourite method of heating the new thrust bearings to 180
deg.C in a bath of oil, using a camping stove and a digital thermometer. At
that temperature, the bearings simply slip over the shoulders of the diff.
carrier and seat down correctly without further pressing/hammering. It’s
important to make sure you’ve fitted them the right way round though!

There are a limited number of tickets for members, if you are interested please
contact Elaine Devey (details at the front of this news letter)

Dorset 2015.
My annual pilgrimage to Dorset was eagerly awaited and did not disappoint. The show
ground was where I had left it last year and although chilly, looking a lot better with dry
ground and no rain. With a good number of steam and heavy haulage it was going to be as
always an enjoyable experience.
Some facts for you to ponder. Some years ago a well known showman's engine sold for
£500,000, my friend, and font of all knowledge regarding steam, informs me that very
recently another changed hands for £1,000,000. Yes no mistake, just check the number of
zero's. They say a picture speaks a thousand words, so take a gander at these.

Lorry mounted gun from the
Great War display.

Anyone seen my tank? I left it somewhere.

From the Burrell collection Queen Mary unrestored, faded paint condition.

Dolphin and friend. The scale model was finished this year.

All lit up and showing off. Queen Mary on the right of picture.

Lion, having some well earned attention.

From

Rikk Harrison

Dates for your Diary

Events for 2016

 Wed 24 Feb: Film or Talk
 Wed 30 Mar: Bring 'n Buy
 Sun 24 Apr: Drive it Day and Cotswold Rally
 Wed 27 Apr: Noggin 'n Natter
 Sun 22 May: Stanford Hall Rally (tbc)

NB. Perhaps of interest to those who attended the Christmas Meal
Hi Elaine,
Hope you are well and a happy new year to you.
I have received your letter and I would like to apologise for your
experience you had with us for your Christmas party last year. Here at
Silhillians we pride ourselves on good service and making sure every
event is to the satisfaction of the customer as I'm sure you have
experienced in the past.
I can assure you that I will be dealing with this matter internally and you
will not receive this level of service again. If you could pass on my
apologies to the rest of your party I would be most grateful. As you
know we enjoy having you with us and want to make sure you are more
than satisfied as to keeping with our high standards.
If you wish to discuss the matter further please do not hesitate in
contacting me and we look forward to seeing you again soon.
Apologies,
Patrick Grace | General Manager
The Memorial Clubhouse & Ground | Warwick Road | Copt
Heath
Solihull | West Midlands | B93 9LW
T: 01564 777680
E: patrick.grace@silhillians.co.uk
W: www.silhillians.co.uk

January 2016.
Here are our adventures so far this New Year, more to come hopefully.

Some of the cars at the end of the New Year's Day run enjoying a rest
while owners also took a well earned break filling their tanks.

Here you see the happy throng doing exactly that after the 24 mile run through
Warwickshire country side. There were 24 club eligible cars on the run and about 6
moderns. In total 76 sat down to lunch.

Next in the agenda was the Dalos day run organised by ourselves.

As may be seen this was on the
Sunday following the sudden fall of
snow.
Here we are at the Corner House just
before the off.

Here you see our modern heading the pack on a more negotiable part of the 26 mile route.
Unfortunately this had to be pressed into service as our Herald is undergoing necessary
surgery and is minus a bonnet.
Rikk Harrison.

Other invitations/Events for your diary
Shakespeare Rally Promotions Ltd. Present
 Tortworth Vintage Rally
13th & 14th August 2016
B4509 Wickwar, (M5, J14),
South Gloucestershire. (Nr. Bristol) GL12 8LF

 Stoke Prior Steam Rally
16th, 17th & 18th September 2016
Little Intall Fields, Stoke Pound Lane, Off Hanbury Road, (B4091),
Stoke Prior, Worcestershire. B60 4LF
Dear Exhibitor, We would like to thank you for taking interest in our show and to
invite you to this year's event.
ED. I have a copy of the entry form which I could e mail to anyone
interested in these.
*******************
New Event to
us. If you have
been, let us
know what you
think.

This comes highly recommended by our chairman.

The lamb of Longbridge takes on The Beast
26th February

From land speed record-breakers to cars driven by Formula 1 legends, the
Chateau Impney Hill Climb course has welcomed cars with incredible history.
Even the cars in the Concours d’Elegance, like the ‘Bentley Blower’, have
fascinating stories to tell. However, the history of Margaret Parkes’ Austin 7
Chummy has been lost to time. Margaret bought the 1929 Chummy, known as
Clive, at an estate auction six years ago, having been searching for the perfect
Austin 7. Sadly, the car’s history is completely unknown – all known documents
were destroyed during the liquidation of the estate that the Chummy was
acquired from. Ever since, Margaret has been on a mission to create lots of new
memories with the car, including its first competitive motorsport outings: “My
little Clive is absolutely fabulous, and I love him to bits. He’s only a little 750cc
engine, and he’s only got a maximum speed of 45mph, but by jove, is he happy
when he’s running.” Built between 1922 and 1939, the Austin 7 was one of the
most popular cars produced for the British market. Previously, the Austin Motor
Company was known for building large, powerful cars, but in 1920, Sir Herbert
Austin commenced design on a smaller family car that would be more affordable.
The idea was rejected by the board, but Sir Austin refused to give up on it, and
funded the project himself. After several prototypes were completed at the
Longbridge factory, the car was released to the public in July 1922, and almost
2,500 were produced in the first year. The car soon became a huge hit, displacing
the previous cyclecars that had dominated the market as affordable cars, and a
variety of different models were made available, including the two-door open

tourers affectionately known as the Chummy. Around 300,000 Austin 7s were
produced between 1922 and 1939, but only 10,000 or so are still in existence
today. “I’d wanted a Chummy for a long time,” said Margaret. “I’m not a mechanic
– I can change a wheel, and sort out the oil and all that, but engineering-wise, you
either need to know your stuff or buy what they call ‘a good one’. So Clive came at
just the right time.” This is the first time that Margaret’s Chummy will have ever
competed, having been used as a road car for the entirety of its life. As part of her
quest to give the car a fantastic new history, Margaret has been enjoying runs out
with the ‘Chummy Ladies’, a group of Austin 7 Chummy enthusiasts who travel
the length and breadth of the country in search of afternoon teas, historic houses
and a good stretch of road. An average Chummy Ladies tour will add over 400
miles to the odometer over all kinds of terrain, so Margaret is confident that the
Chummy will be able to handle the challenging Chateau Impney course. “Oh, he’ll
be top notch!” said Margaret. “My mechanic says I can run him from John O’
Groats to Land’s End and back again. But hopefully, my mechanic will come along
to the Hill Climb just in case we need to make any adjustments.” Margaret is no
stranger to the Chateau Impney Hill Climb. If you spent any time in the paddock
at 2015’s event, you would have heard Margaret making important
announcements over the tannoy, calling cars into position and making sure that
everything ran on time. However, behind that calm exterior was a burning desire
to get off the sidelines and onto the hill. Thanks to her experience as a paddock
marshal, she knows the Chateau Impney course inside-out, and is determined to
make sure that the Chummy has a spectacular debut at the Hill Climb. Margaret
will be joined on the hill by her husband, who will be marshalling over the
weekend. The two have been marshalling together at various VSCC meets over
the past few years and have shared a love of motorsport since they first met. “I’ll
have to be very sensible and very careful as I pass him by at the Hill Climb. But he
said that they’ll probably go off to lunch when I start, and by the time they’ve
come back, I’ll have just reached the top of the hill, which is most unkind!” “If the
Fiat S76 is the ‘Beast of Turin’, then Clive is the ‘Lamb of Longbridge’ – but it’ll be
good fun all the same, and I’ll make sure that Clive will be hot-footing it up the
hill as fast as he can!” We wish Margaret the very best of luck, and we look
forward to helping her write a new chapter in the Chummy’s story. –

See more at: http://www.chateauimpneyhillclimb.com/blog/margaret-parkesaustin-7-chummy/#sthash.OrN8NJkl.dpuf

Handy insurance tips: What you need to know about off-road insurance
cover
By Emma Airey, Account Executive at RH Specialist Insurance

The law is a minefield, with many traps for the unwary. In court, ignorance is not accepted as a
defence, so it’s in everyone’s interest to grasp the basics.
Fortunately, the distinction between a vehicle that’s on the road and one that isn’t is pretty easy to
understand.
If you use a vehicle on public roads, you’re liable for vehicle tax.
If your vehicle is off the road – in a garage, on a drive or on private land – the requirement to tax it
no longer applies, as long as you’ve made a SORN (Statutory Off Road Notification) to the DVLA. This
is a straightforward legal requirement.
But what about insurance? When your classic car is laid up and correctly SORN’d, what kind of
insurance do you need?
From a purely legal perspective, there is actually no requirement to insure a SORN’d vehicle. The
common sense perspective is quite different, of course. Best practice for anything of value is to
insure it against unforeseen events, whether it’s being used or not.
For a laid-up car, experienced insurers like RH Specialist Insurance will provide DFT (Damage, Fire
and Theft) cover*. DFT protects your vehicle when it’s off the road, but it offers no cover when a
vehicle is on the public highway. That means you can’t rely on it to cover you for even a quick run,
even if it’s to the MOT station.
The police have instant electronic access to the insurance status of any registered vehicle. Using that
system, a DFT-covered car will come up as uninsured for road use. It’s as black and white as that.
You may be lucky and be given some time to produce a valid insurance document. Or you may not,
in which case you will receive a penalty notice.
When the time comes for your car to emerge blinking into the sunlight after a restoration or other
absence from the road, always remember to upgrade your DFT cover, ideally to Comprehensive.
Then you know you’re covered.
*Subject to underwriting criteria

Thanks to RH Insurance.

MA7C Cotswold Run
On Sunday 24th April 2016
Another picturesque run around the Vale and Cotswolds with a lunch
stop at a suitable watering hole which also provides food
Start: North Cotswold Hunt Kennels Car Park, Kennel Lane,
Broadway. WR12 7DP
( Kennel Lane is a small alley, on the South side of the High Street, between Lloyds TSB and Blandford Books and
opposite the Lygon Arms Hotel)

By kind permission of Mr N.Peel MFH

At 10.00am prompt
Finish: The Ranch Caravan Park, Honeybourne. WR11 7PR
By kind permission of Mr and Mrs Andy Attridge
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Car Entry Form

MA7C Cotswold Run
Start: 10.00am. Sunday 24th April 2016 at the North Cotswold Hunt Kennels,
Kennel Lane, Broadway. WR12 7DP
Name: ...............................................

Signature: ...................................

Address: .......................................................................................................
Post Code: .................. Tel: ...................................
Vehicle Reg: ........................ Model: .........................
This vehicle is taxed, insured and fit for purpose on the Queens Highway
Pub Lunch / Picnic - Please circle your choice

Return to: R.Bremner-Smith. Tanglewood, Cleeve Prior, Evesham. WR11 8JY

