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These are the present committee members. If you have a query please contact one of them as
they are here for you.
Opinions expressed in the magazine are those of their authors and do not necessarily represent the views of
the Committee or Members

Meetings held the last Wednesday of the month, Old Silhillians Rugby Club, Knowle
(Jct 5 M42)

 July 31st This months club night is an Austin7 meet at the home
of Arnold Crowe.
July
 Sun 21 Jul 13: Longbridge Rally at a National Trust property

Baddesley Clinton ( MA7C event)
Please can some do a write up?
 Wed 31 Jul 13: Bring out your Austin to a gathering at Arnold
Crowes. Don`t go to the Old Silhillians, you will be alone!
AUGUST/ SEPTEMBER
 Mon 26 Aug 13: Pershore Plum Festival
 Wed 28 Aug 13: Club Evening: Noggin 'n Natter
 Sept 8th Middleton Hall Rally (MA7C) note date change

Chair Chat
Well, we cannot complain about the weather now, we have at
last got some sun .........but the farmers need rain and that would do the
vegetable patch good too. Anyway, enough about the weather.
Club night
this month was held at the Fleur de Lys, Lowsonford, and a good selection of
Sevens attended. Whilst those good people in their Sevens had to leave rather
earlier than the rest, those who wanted to, enjoyed a good meal from a wide
choice on the menu. Some even selected to eat outside.
Most of you will have been out and about during this dryer
weather, we have done three village fetes in the last four weeks at Snitterfield
(rained a bit), Sambourne (fortunately parked in the shade of a tree) and
Ebrington (scorching),
We also enjoyed the Round’s VSCC ‘Picnic in the
Paddock’. Not as many cars as previously but it was dry and a wonderful
variety of cars and their owners attended although there was only one cycle
car this time.
I hope to see some of you in your Austin Sevens or alternative prewar
cars at Arnold Crowe’s party on Wednesday 31st July from 7.00pm. This is
always an excellent evening and not to be missed. Just a slight warning,
lighting up time that evening is at 8.50pm because this event is a month later
than usual and A7 dynamos are known for NOT keeping up with the demands
of their headlights!
REMINDER No. 1. This July / August edition of the newsletter will be
your last. Please send your subs with the FULLY completed Membership
Application form to John Roberts to continue receiving the newsletter. You will
find the application form elsewhere in this edition. They are due in
September. Please renew promptly to ease administration.
REMINDER No.2. To those of you who have not already completed it,
there is elsewhere in this newsletter the form to fill in for the ‘Surviving Austin
Seven Register’. Again, this needs to be completed as fully and as accurately as
possible. There are currently 151 members of MA7C and so far I have received
just 37 replies or 24.5%. Let me have them please asap.
Finally REMINDER No.3. The AGM is on Wednesday 25th September
Please support the club and have your say.
That’s all for now.

ATB Brem

It is with great sadness I have to print the following tribute.

John Bright Houghton
20.9.29 - 29.6.13
John lost his battle with cancer on Saturday 29th June surrounded by his family. He was born to Bob and
Elizabeth Houghton in Holberrow Green near Inkberrow where he went to school. The family moved to
New End, where his father built a bungalow and where John joined his father in the building trade. At 15,
John joined Royal Enfield and with the encouragement of a friend was soon riding a work’s Royal Enfield
motor cycle in numerous Trials and Scrambles. John won nearly 200 awards in his motor cycling career,
including being Army Champion in ‘52/3 during his National Service. He was offered a ride on a work’s
James with which he won. Royal Enfield was not so impressed, so he lost their support and he decided to
move on.
He moved to Austin at Longbridge as a floater, covering all the positions on the line. John retired from the
Austin at 65 and went back to the building trade, followed by a spell working at a local farm. For his 70th
birthday, when he finally gave up motor cycling, Olive bought him a ’37 Austin Opal tourer, in which
they have enjoyed 13 years of very happy Austin events with MA7C. John and Olive were married for 62
years and he leaves his elder son, George, and daughter, Barbara. He was predeceased by his younger son,
Harry, in 2011. John and Olive have 5 grandsons and two granddaughters. Never one to boast of his
achievements, John was a quiet, gentle, caring, family man.
He will be greatly missed.

John and Angie and their Morris Minor

Scarecrows at Longborough

Pearl Cabriolet

Sharnbrooks Minis

John and Angie`s Pearl

ED.

What a great piece of kit!

Members of the Club by
John and Angie.

**********************************************************************

Bob Hobbs of NA3T is currently cataloguing a collection of negatives taken in the 1950s by Mr
John Mudge of Worcester. One of these is of an Austin Seven which, by Googling the
registration and finding your web site, would appear to have survived to the present day. The
photo, taken at Upton-on-Severn railway station in April 1954, is now on our web site at
http://www.na3t.org/road/photo/JM12374.
Perhaps you could contact the present owner on our behalf and let him know that a photo
taken almost 60 years ago has now come to light and that prints are available at a very

modest price
all proceeds towards
the running of the
archive and associated web site.

Does anyone have any information about this vehicle?

Could someone do a write up or send me photos of the Baddesley Clinton Rally
as I shall not be there due to a clash of events and I am sure Andy will be very busy?

The items below are all new bits and are now what is left of Metalwork
developments stock.
Sensible offers to Keith Marriner 01455636926 or 07961323304.
 RP Saloon Sliding Roof Panel ( metal frame , no wood)
 Ruby sliding roof frame ( square)
 Ruby Seat support box
 Ruby Drip rails 1 pair ,plus 1 near side.
 RN-RP Drip rails 1 pair.
 Ruby wing stays ( headlight stiffener) 1pair Also formers for these.
 Ruby MK1 Door Panel trim.
 Ulster Cowl Formers/Patterns ( Not an actual cowl but these items to make
one.)
*********************************************************************

FOR SALE
1973 Austin-Mini Van
Light Grey in Colour
Bodywork in good condition but in need of some TLC
Engine runs but needs some attention
Numerous spares including spare engine.

Tel .

0121 459 6246 / 07749 048245

£3,500

1936 PART BUILT AUSTIN 7 VAN
Most of you will know that my husband Pete lost his battle with
Pancreatic Cancer in December and I have now decided to sell his part
built Austin 7 Van.

£5750 O.N.O
If you are interested in taking on this nearly finished project please
contact me, Sandra Francis. I will be delighted to give you its
history and more information on 0138647840 or 07967345899 or
email: sandrafrancis@btinternet.com
Arthur Davies has kindly offered to take calls regarding technical
information about the van for me, and can be contacted on
01527 872908.
The van is garaged in Evesham for viewing.

Bristol Austin 7 Club Rally

Old Down 2013

Keith and Lesley Marriner
If you have never been down to the BA7C rally you may be too late!

Like so many events, they need volunteers and a person to head the operation
and the organiser of many years has decided to give up. Hopefully someone will
keep this rally alive.
It`s a great location at Old Down in Wiltshire with a camping area which
overlooks the Severn bridges. On a country park there is space for families and
a superb Saturday night “do” with live band. The Sunday is a traditional rally.
This year it was a bit damp, but that didn't dampen the spirits of the many
campers (from Cornwall and Wales to mention a few) and those who brought
their cars out for the run on Saturday and event on Sunday.
We always enjoy meeting the people we haven`t seen for a while and catch up
over a glass or two.
We chose to go to Dyrham Park NT property on Saturday (to get out of the
rain) and I can thoroughly recommend a visit here.

The Austin powered boat was very appropiate for the weather!

A damp,but enjoyable event.
The Ruby needs no explanation.

Park to Park

Pictures by Andy Lowe and article by Paul Cooper

M.A.C. Vintage & Classic Section - Park to Park Tour
Sunday 23rd June.
This event was designed as a leisurely tour of 62 miles commencing with a full English
cooked breakfast in the old RAF cafe at Croome Park and ending with tea and cakes at
Spetchley Park. Some 47 vintage and classic cars were entered although it was rumoured that
one unfortunate member was unable to retrieve his car from the garage due to his builder
leaving a skip in front of the doors the previous evening.
We decided to enter in my wife Christines' 1929 Austin 7 "Chummy" tourer, a car she
purchased as an elderly teenager in 1967, and has been in constant and regular use ever since.
The morning route took us through a number of picturesque villages including the
Combertons, Eckington, Dumbleton, and Wormington. Having teamed up with Charles and
Margaret Round in their MGB GT and David and June Boyd in their 1939 Citroen Roadster,
a decision was made to briefly divert from the route in Stanton and drive up to The Mount
pub at the top of the village in search of coffee. Unfortunately the pub was still closed but we
were rewarded with fine views over the Cotswold escarpment. Rejoining the route and

passing Stanway House the little Austin now faced the challenge of Stanway Hill, lots of revs
in the second gear of the three speed gearbox got us to the summit in good time. The route
took us on towards Snowshill where another short diversion was made to the Snowshill Inn
for lunch. It not quite being noon this pub was also closed but door rattling techniques, well
developed during distant student and apprenticeship days, produced results and the six of us
enjoyed an excellent lunch.
The rain started to fall during the early afternoon necessitating raising the Austins' hood. We
proceeded on through wonderful countryside past Broardway Tower and had an interesting
descent of Saintbury Hill, and then on via the outskirts of Broardway to Elmley Castle and
Fladbury. Around this point panic suddenly broke out in the limited confines of the little
Austin 7 as a large angry bumble bee decided to join us, uninvited, via the partially open
windscreen. As rapid a halt was called for as Austin 7 brakes allow and the car evacuated. By
now the rain had ceased so the hood was lowered and the bumble bee allowed to go on his
way to find more new friends. We continued on through the lanes to Rouse Lench which
bought back wonderful memories of school holidays spent in the area with a favourite aunt
and uncle in the 1950's, roaming fields and riding on farm tractors.
A few miles further on Spetchley Gardens were reached where a very welcome cup of tea
and a generous slice of cake awaited us all. Following tea a visit to the church next to the tea
rooms was called for. As well as being interesting in its own right it is said that the church
contains a tomb with a window in the side of it and those brave enough to look will see the
haggard and withered face of the tombs occupant. We managed to persuade a number of
M.A.C. members to have a peep at the grisly sight. The "window" is in fact a mirror...............
So ended another excellent Vintage & Classic Section event. All of our thanks must go out to
the organisers for giving us such an enjoyable day.
Paul Cooper

***************************************************
FREE
3 off compact flash cards for camera 1 x 16MB 2 x 64MB
Ink cartridges 2 x 22XL tri colour, 2 x 58 photo and 1 x 56 black
FREE FREE FREE FREE FREE FREE FREE FREE FREE FREE FREE FREE
Andy Lowe 0121 477 0547

1932 AH 4 Seat Tourer , used last season, body needs tidying
but hood, sidescreens and trim very good.
Owned over 30years by present owners.
(Sorry no picture available at present due to technical fault!)
£ 10, 500 ovno.
For details contact Keith Marriner 01455636926 or 07961323304

750MC Beaulieu Rally 2013
I drove down to the National Motor museum on Friday taking a different route via the A34, but
using the M27/M3 for the last part. The TOP on the trailer behind the motorhome. Camping is
now inside the museum itself. It was interesting to see the other entrants arrive with their cars.
Saturday was spent visiting relatives and going to the street market which stretches along the
High Street in Lymington. The evening is a bar b que with chance to meet friends old and new.
About 150 cars were entered in the programme and some just arrived on the day.

There was a good turn out of “Austin seven
suppliers” in the autojumble. Driving test
took place with individual entries and a
relay event for teams.

There was an example of a Rosengart

The engine which was very similar to the
Austin 7

Finally there was a superb single seater; I had
first seen at Race Retro being built. Now it was
complete and painted. Much detail work and
machining, needed studying to appreciate.

Useful information “lifted” from the Dorset Austin7 Club mag. Many thanks.
Section 1: Lamps, Reflectors and Electrical Equipment.
Things to check:
Headlights—dip and main. (Single dippers not legal)
Sidelights, tail lights & reflectors
Stop lamps (>1936 only)
Indicators (>1936 only) (semaphores must illuminate)
Comments:

Fit additional earth wires for each bulb direct to chassis or good earthing
Point.
Halogen bulbs not necessarily better and heavy on amps (esp. 6v). More
success using a relay instead of the master light switch. See Gary Fatt for
parts and wiring.
Section 2: Steering and Suspension
Things to check:
 Free play at steering wheel less than 3 inches (wheels on ground)
 Tightness in lock-to-lock steering (wheels off the ground)
 Track rod ends
 Broken, missing or misaligned leaf springs; worn spring eyes; wheel
 bearings (sideways movement); King pins (vertical movement)
Comments:

 Check all split pins
 Tighten king pin cotter pin
• The new double front shock absorbers are a good thing (a cheaper fix is to
bolt one end of shock absorber directly to axle)
• Check radius arms bracket and cups
• Essential to check for a cracked steering arm (or replace new from D
Cochrane just to be sure)
• Check steering arm ball joint (see website for mod)
• Check torque tube anchoring point (large star nut)
Section 3: Brakes
Things to check:
•Handbrake, general brake efficiency, pulling to the side under braking
• Rubber cover on pedal
• Brake linings > 1.5mm (above rivets)
• Cables and clevis joints. (Only 1 adjuster allowed per cable)
• Loose back plate
Comments:

• Check for front cables locking-up wheels on turn
• Give a slight rear-brake bias
• Check brake levers are perpendicular to cables
• Get someone else to drive the car for comparison
Tapley Meter house brick test: if a house brick (frog rearwards) on its side
falls over when the brakes are applied at 20 mph, that's about 50%, (foot
brake) and if it falls over when stood on end it's about 25% efficient
(handbrake) and these are within test limits.

Section 4: Tyres and Road Wheels
Things to check:
• Spokes loose, bent or corroded
• Missing wheel studs
• Tyres for lumps, bulges, cracking, cuts, exposed cords & poor seating on
the rim
• Tread depth (1.0mm <1933; 1.6mm >1933) & a complete pattern across
the whole tread width.
Comments:
• Check the tracking with a home-made frame or a “Gunson Trakrite”
• tracking plate (see YouTube for demo!) still available—about £45 on
E-bay.
• Tyre pressures officially 22-24 psi but some members use 26 psi or even
higher to counter soft-walled (elderly?) tyres.
• Don’t ignore the spare—it might have to be used and then you could be
breaking the law.
Section 5 covers seatbelts
Section 6: Body, Structure and General Items
Things to check:
• All body to chassis fixings for corrosion, damage, fracture or inadequate
repair including suspension units within 30 cms.
• Body for sharp edges
• Seats for secure fittings
• Speedometers are required after October 1937 and must be capable of
illumination (and are working)
Section 7: Exhaust, Fuel and Emissions
Things to check:
• all fuel lines, fuel tank, carburettor etc for fuel leaks
• Fuel filler cap must have rubber seal
Comments:

• Front tank seals are extremely important
• Use Ethanolmate (through the club) or Ethanolmix (Frost’s)
• Check exhaust pipes/silencer for leaks as these reduce power.
Section 8: Driver’s View of the Road
Things to check:
• Damage to windscreen must be contained in a 10 mm circle
Comments:

• Pre-1978 need only have 1 rear-view mirror (external or internal)
• There must be no stickers within the swept area
• Wipers & washers are not required in cars with opening windscreens
Conclusions:
Whilst members were split roughly 50-50 on whether to use a garage for either
a full MOT or new Annual Safety Check, or do their own servicing, in case of
an accident, insurers will be checking the vehicle very carefully and its service
record. Clearly, a professional check will carry more weight.
You can download a copy of the MOT Testers Manual from
www.transportoffice.gov.uk/crt/doitonline/bl/mottestingmanualsandguides/
motttestingmanualsandguides.htm

Company No 6803165

The companies act 1985 to 1989

Midlands Austin 7 Club Ltd.
(A company Limited by guarantee and not having a share capital)

Annual General Meeting
Wednesday 25th September 2013
NOTICE is hereby given that the 4th Annual General Meeting of the MA7C Ltd will
take place in the meeting room at Old Silhillians Rugby Club, Knowle. (Jnct 5 of
M42) on Wednesday 25th September 2013 at 20:00 hours for the following purposes:1. To receive and consider the report of the Directors for the end of year 30
September 2013.
2. To receive Notification of the accounts for financial year ending February
2013
3. Election of Directors (note.1) and the Committee
4. To consider any other business notified in accordance with the company’s
articles of Association. (note 2)
By order of the Board
Bob Prophet, Secretary.
16th July 2013
Notes:1. Two directors were elected at the 2011 AGM. These directorships, which
are now held by I Devey “Treasurer” and R Bremner-Smith “Chairman”, will not be
up for re-election at the meeting. During the year RS Prophet, Secretary, was voted
on as the third Director.
2. Members are encouraged to stand as members of the Committee; those
wishing to do so should notify the Secretary in writing of their willingness to serve,
not less than 14days prior to the AGM and should have the support of one proposer
and one seconder, both of whom should be full members of MA7C.
3. Only items that have been included in the agenda for the AGM and notified
to the Secretary not less than 14 days prior to the AGM may be discussed during the
formal part of the AGM.
The board has the discretion over the detail of the agenda.

)))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))) (((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((
XXXXX

NEW EVENT

XXXXX

Warwickshire Wander - Sunday 22nd September. It is proposed that we run the
3rd Warwickshire Wander (based on the Runs, that MA7C organised for the 90th
Anniversary, last year) starting and finishing at the edge of Warwick (NOT at
Warwick School). Please contact Brem, so you will receive the joining instructions
and so that numbers can be advised to our hosts.
Contact details in Club Officials Page 2

Midlands Austin 7 Club Ltd

Midlands Austin 7 Club Ltd
Membership Application or Renewal Form
Your membership is due for renewal in September. Please renew promptly to ease
administration.
Did you know that, for an annual Membership Fee of £24.00, you get:

The Membership Secretary needs your help.

Reduced Rate Insurance
Free advertising in your club newsletter
Monthly Newsletter and National Association Quarterly Magazine
Access to Spares and Social activities with like-minded people?

Your membership is due for renewal in

To join, please print your details c1early and sign the form below.
If you are a new member, please tick the Box:

September. Please renew promptly to ease
administration and to ensure this July / August

Member's Details:
Name: .........................................................................................................................
Address:......................................................................................................................
......................................................................................................................

newsletter is not the last you receive.

Postcode: ...........................Tel Nos (home): .............................(mob): ....................
E-Mail:.....................................................................................

Please complete fully and clearly.

Car Details:
Make

Thank you for your cooperation

Model

Year

Chassis No

Registration No

....................

................. ..........

.......................

.............................

....................

................. ..........

........................

.............................

....................

................. ..........

........................

.............................

....................

................. ..........

........................

.............................

Please send your form fully completed (with a cheque for £24.00) made payable to:
"Midlands Austin Seven Club Ltd"
to: John Roberts, 18 Oaktree Lane, Cookhill, Alcester, Warks B49 5LH
Phone: 01789 765349 (before 9 pm please!)

Midlands Austin 7 Club Ltd. Company No: 6803165. Registered in England and Wales

Midlands Austin 7 Club Ltd. Company No: 6803165. Registered in England and Wales

The Surviving Austin 7 Register
We would like to remind you of articles that appeared in the2013A edition of the A7CA Grey Mag
and in the April ’13 MA7C newsletter. David Baldock is trying to put together the up to date
material for a new register. MA7C has been delinquent in responding to this request and rather
than use their old list, which is at least 8 years old, this form will enable both MA7C and A7CA to be
right up to the mark. Please fill in the attached form as fully and accurately as possible and return it
to Brem, ASAP.
Only the club name will be shown against your car, NOT your name, so if someone wishes to speak
to you about your car, he or she would be directed to the Club Secretary, Bob Prophet and he would
then contact you.
MA7C needs your name and details to identify who has or has not responded and to correct our own
records, which will enable the Secretary to contact you.

The Surviving Austin 7 Register (MA7C)
Name:......................................................... Tel:..........................................................
Address: ................................................................................................................................................
....................................................................................................................Post Code............................
Chassis Number

Car 1

Car 2

Car 3

Car 4

Car 5

Original Registration
Number
Engine Number
Body Number
Date of First
Registration
Model
Colour
Current Registration
Number *
It is assumed that you and the cars listed above are members of MA7C. If not please advise
accordingly.
•

If the original number has been lost, sold, scrapped.....
If you are fortunate enough to own more than 5 Austin 7s, please copy the above form as
necessary.
Return to: rbremnersmith@uwclub.net
or by snail mail to:
R.Bremner-Smith, Tanglewood, Cleeve Prior, Evesham, Worcs. WR11 8JY

