April 2013

NEEDS

The ClUB NEEDS
YOU
To sort out what is lurking
on the shelves in your garage!

Bring and Buy 24th April

April


Wed 24 Apr 13: Club Evening, BRING and BUY

 *27/28 Apr 13: "Wartime in the Cotswolds" at Badsey (primarily a
military event)
 Sun 28 Apr 13: Cotswold Run

(MA7C event)

 *Sat 18 May 13: Worcester Motor Festival
MAY
 Sun 26 May 13: Stanford Hall Rally (MA7C event)
 *Mon 27 May 13: Bideford Gliding Club Wings and Wheels;
other clubs such as Bugatti and MG will be there –
money raised for the benefit of Acorns
 Wed 29 May 13: Club Evening: Noggin 'n Natter
JUNE
 *Sat 8 Jun 13: Open event at Pershore College
 *Sun 16 Jun 13: Event at Coughton Court
 *Sun 16 Jun 13: Classic Vehicle Day at Gloucester Warwick Railway,
10 am – 4 pm at Toddington Station GL54 5DT. Contact Jim Clarke
on 01243 373788 or by e-mail on jim@clarkeuk.net for entry form.
 Wed 26 Jun 13: Club Evening: Rally Evening – RV at Fleur de
Lys, Lowsonford? (MA7C event)
 *Sat 29 Jun 13: Sambourne Village Fête
 June 30th 13: The Vintage Austin Register is holding its main event at
Avoncroft building museum, Bromsgrove and any member, especially if they
have an Austin, will be most welcome. It promises to be a good event and
there are lots of attractions for all the family.
JULY
 *13/14 Jul 13: Stourport Steam Rally
 Sun 21 Jul 13: Longbridge Rally at a National Trust property
Baddesley Clinton ( MA7C event)
 Wed 31 Jul 13: Club Evening: Noggin 'n Natter
AUGUST/ SEPTEMBER
 *Mon 26 Aug 13: Pershore Plum Festival
 Wed 28 Aug 13: Club Evening: Noggin 'n Natter

 Sept 8th Middleton Hall Rally (MA7C) note date change
*indicates events MA7C have been invited to.

Life is short... forgive quickly, love truly, laugh uncontrollably...
and never regret anything that made you smile.

I was delighted to hear that you had all been busy in your garages and sheds preparing
your 7s for the coming season and sorting out all those bits and pieces that haven’t
been used since Adam was in short trousers, ready for the Bring and Buy on 24th
April. If you have not started the garage tidy yet, there is still time to have a sort out
and make yourself and the club a few coppers.
Unfortunately, a large number of you missed a most interesting talk
called, ‘Turn Left at the Pacific’, last month by John Macartney .
John, a civilian,
suffered from Post Traumatic Stress Disorder as a result of an incident while working
in Baghdad during the Iraq War in 1980. He suffered with this for some 26 years, but
he finally found help through a charity and as a result determined to raise money for
the same charity. As an ex Standard- Triumph employee, he wanted to drive his
Triumph 2500Pi across the USA. Explaining his plan in 2005 to a Triumph Club
member in the States, he was told ‘don’t bring a Saloon over here, we will find,
rebuild and loan you a Triumph Stag’. A rags to riches transformation was executed
on the chosen vehicle, in which John covered 17866 miles in 69 driving days, visiting
and talking to 39 motor clubs in the USA and 7 in Canada on the way . The only
breakdown was a fuel pump (sounds familiar) which was replaced by the club, he had
only just left, at no cost! He raised £ 59000 during the event and has since raised a
further £12000 for Assist Trauma Care in the UK, Sidran Foundation in the US and
the Anxiety Disorder Association of Canada.
Photo: John having ‘turned left at the Pacific’

Spring should have arrived by the end of this month and maybe some dry days. I
don’t think I’ve had your entries for the Cotswold Run (28th April) or Stanford Hall

Rally (26th May) yet. Entry forms are in the March newsletter. On the Bank Holiday
Monday (27th May) there is a ‘Classic Wings and Wheels’ event at Bidford Gliding
Club . Don’t forget the Baddesley Clinton Rally on 21st July, which Andy Lowe is
master minding.
ATB Brem
A PLEASANT EARLY SEASON JAUNT by Robin Boyce

A regular event for us is the VSCC’s Light Car Welsh Weekend based in
Llandrindod Wells on 6/7th April and including a scenic tour on Saturday and
trial on Sunday morning. We enjoy the variety of light cars taking part (though
of the 128 entries, 54 were pre 1931 Austin 7s) and their invariably friendly
and enthusiastic crews, the beautiful mid-Wales countryside, and, in previous
years before common sense and the need to preserve a rather fragile car
prevailed, pitting our skills and Seven against some not too-difficult or rough
trials hills.
Having decided this year to take in the Saturday Tour only, and to avoid the
too convenient trailer-there-and-back option, it was an early start to arrive by 9
am to sign in, barely light and very cold at 6 o’clock. This may have had some
bearing on the current Mrs Boyce’s request that I take one of the lads with me
this time. So Robert and his beagle Jess, both well frost-proofed, and our
picnics, filled the ’23 Chummy and we set off on the familiar 90 mile run to that
area we have visited so many times.

Our route took us through Droitwich
and Ombersley, but then a loud
bang, outside Whitley Court, signalled
a sudden puncture and the end of
an expensive (by Seven standards)
beaded-edge tyre with the bead parting
company for several inches.
This had happened before –
less than a mile away – the tyre cut
by an unsuspected, badly-corroded
wheel rim on that occasion; further
investigation required. And the jack
decided to not work too....
Pressing on over Abberley hills, along the Teme Valley to Tenbury Wells
(where I once had to really stand on the brakes in the Mulliner Sports causing
several brake levers to go over centre and lock on), and through Little
Hereford, Great Great Grandfather’s home. At Woofferton – where the
Tenbury & Bewdley Railway joined the Shrewsbury & Hereford Railway,
before Dr. Beeching came along - we took to the B roads, through Orleton
and Bircher to Mortimer Cross. Here the eponymous War of the Roses battle
of 1461 was between followers of Henry VI and the victorious Earl of March,
who became Edward IV. He was not an ancestor of the Earl of March we
know as winning driver of an Austin 7 in the 1930 Brooklands 500, or his
grandson who runs the successful Goodwood enterprises today.

Soon we crossed into Wales, and between Presteigne and Old Radnor also
crossed Offa’s Dyke.
In the ‘70s for a 750MC Welsh Rally we camped at Old Radnor and Bernard
Crook, who had a nice Nippy, organised the day’s run. A keen cyclist since
the 1930s, Bernard told us he used to cycle over the Cambrian Mountains
from Rhyader to Aberystwyth along the course of today’s A44 when it was a
rough drover’s track, the main road then being the narrow road along the Elan
river to Devil’s Bridge.
Through the high Radnor Forest the snow was still on the hills and drifted
beside the road and it was a relief to go down to Llandrindod and beautiful
sunshine.
At the Metropole Hotel in downtown Llandod, the turnout was seen to be
down a little, but very impressive - Chummys, Top Hats, Tom Langham’s
Burghley Sports, a Rosengart, ranging from “as found” to beautifully restored,
plus many other makes from 1904 to 1930. A welcome visitor was Herbert
Nocker who drove round the world a few years ago in a Dixi Van and wrote a
book snappily entitled Die Reise Meines Lebens: Mit Dixi und Dachzelt um
die Welt. Our route was a mere 75 miles or so, with simple instructions and
optional picture quiz, but could not have been better.
Heaven knows where we went however, too intent on enjoying the drive and
viewing the scenery, but it did go up and down a lot, with at least a couple of
1st gear hills, which failed to produce the normal steam – no fan you see – on
account of the ambient temperature. I did notice there were loads of sheep
and lambs though, the daffodils were beginning to flower, cyclists were out in
force, and the locals seemed happy to see us.
The lunch stop was at Builth Wells - only 7 miles from Llandod after 60 miles
motoring -, a bustling market town and home of The Royal Welsh Show,
Britain’s largest agricultural event. Nearby, Llywelyn, last Welsh Prince of
Wales, was killed in 1282, despite his horses having their shoes put on
backwards to confuse the English forces.We were greeted by the Lady Mayor
who took a great interest in all the cars. I should have tackled her about her
local highways department who had commented on our mode of transport by
painting the Welsh word “Araf” on many road bends, and its translation
“Slow”, just to rub it in.
Her Consort – or chauffeur, he insisted – recalled with a tearful expression
taking many Sevens in part exchange for new A35s and Minis in the 1950s
and ‘60s, and having to break-up, burn, even bury most of them just to get rid
of the damned things. I promised to reimburse what they cost him if he could
dig up useable cars-worth of bits.
A shorter afternoon tour brought us back to Llandod where, after a welcome
cup of tea, we adjusted the vital fluids, exercised the dog, and in
temperatures that no longer demanded the furry, beagle-like hat with ear
flaps, we set off for home with no adverse incidents to report and no more to
show for our 250 mile jaunt than the flat tyre and a good sprinkling of oil
drops underneath the car.
Well worth it!

This looks a great day out. Has anyone been to it before?

PRESS RELEASE
Thursday 21 March 2013
Chancellor Gives Historic Vehicle Owners a Break
Chancellor George Osborne confirmed in the 2013 Budget that a planned fuel price rise will no longer
take place in September. 'I am cancelling this September's fuel duty increase altogether,' said Osborne.
'Fuel is now 13p cheaper than it would have been,' he claimed.
David Whale, FBHVC chairman, welcomed the announcement saying: 'A September fuel duty hike
would have been very unwelcome adding unnecessarily to the cost of running our historic vehicles. The
freeze is a pragmatic move and will bring some relief at the pumps.'
Owners of classic vehicles received another boost in the Budget. Classic vehicle tax exemption has
been moved forward by a year, so vehicles built before 1January 1974, will now qualify for a free
VED d.isc from 1 April 2014 Previously this applied only to vehicles built before 1 January 1973.

Motorists wanting to declare their vehicles as being off the road will no longer have to do so on an
annual basis, because SORN declarations are now open ended. Commenting on this change Mr Whale
said, “Whilst I can understand the Government wanting to reduce administration costs by this move, the
removal of the obligation to declare SORN annually will make it more difficult for historic vehicle

researchers to trace and track vehicles in long term restoration or storage.”
The road fund licence pricing system remains unchanged, and the Chancellor confirmed that the
Government has no plans for significant reforms to VED in this parliament.

For further information, contact Geoff Lancaster, Communications
Director on 07860 562659 or by email at Geoff.lancaster@btinternet.com

******************************************************
"The Club” has been invited to attend the Drakes Broughton Classic Car Show and
Bike Show and Village Fete on Saturday 13th July 2013 from 10 am to 4 pm.
Some 200 cars and bikes of all marques are expected and Austin 7s are particularly
welcome as one the organisers (Richard Durrant) runs a 1934 RP Saloon. Attractions
will include Climbing Wall, Car Boot Sale, Autojumble, Live Music, Licensed Bar,
Barbecue, Family Entertainment and Stalls.
The Show is in support of Midlands Air Ambulance.
Drakes Broughton is a couple of miles north west of Pershore."
If you are interested in attending, please contact Richard on 01905 840386

If you haven`t seen this man`s
collection on the internet its worth
a flick through.
It`s amazing what vehicles he has.

Didn't see an Austin 7 though.

************************************************************************************
The AusTin 7 Clubs AssoCiATion surviving Austin 7
RegisteR
Many of you will have noticed in the 2013A Edition of the Austin 7 Clubs'
Association (A7CA) "Grey Mag" that, in July last year, Jim Blacklock took over the
position of A7CA Registrar from Sandy Croall. His main responsibility is to look
after the A7CA Surviving Austin 7 Register on behalf of enthusiasts and owners of
Austin 7s around the world.
The A7CA Surviving Austin 7 Register has been built up since 1970 by six previous
A7CA Registrars who have compiled the data from information passed on to them by
the Member Clubs of the A7CA (who have gathered the information from their
membership) and by Austin 7 owners themselves (either directly or via the A7CA

Website). Please remember that this information has been provided by you and by
previous owners of your Austin 7; it is for your benefit and it is totally confidential
because the A7CA Surviving Austin 7 Register does not show the details of the
ownership of these cars.
The information contained in the A7CA Surviving Austin 7 Register is useful to
Austin 7 owners and enthusiasts for the following reasons:
 it is a one-stop source for previous owners trying to find whether or not their
old Austin 7 still exists
 if a particular Austin 7 does still exist, the Register is the first step in locating
the current owner without divulging the current owner's details iaw the Data
Protection Act
 for Austin 7 enthusiasts researching particular models, the Register can
identify when that model was produced and how many still exist.
 the Register also provides information about changes to particular cars such as
registration number, colour, engine and the original donor car for a Special
 the Register is also a source of information about the sale of a particular car at
auction
 the Register can also indicate whether or not a particular car is a genuine
Austin factory-built example or an amalgam of various main parts (such as
chassis and body) from different factory-produced cars.
That is not to say that what might be termed a "Bitsa" is any less valuable than a
complete factory-produced car because, let's be honest, when we bear in mind that
Austin 7s were last built over 75 years ago, there cannot be many vehicles left today
which are as they were when they left the production line. At least the Register gives
the owner or potential owner the opportunity to know where to research that question:
the information is freely available. The important thing is that all of these Austin 7s
are being used and enjoyed and are putting smiles on people's faces: surely that
cannot be a bad thing, however you look at it?
In mid-March 2013, Jim completed a review and reorganisation of the Register.
When he received it in July 2012, there were 10,626 Austin 7 cars and chassis in the
Register but, because of duplication of entries for the same car with multiple
registration numbers (in some cases up to four for the same car!), by adding in a new
column for previous registration numbers, he was able to reduce the total by some
four hundred. Even now, there are still some three hundred outstanding queries about
the accuracy of the data and these have now been highlighted in the hope that Clubs
and Owners can resolve them, which is why we need you to update your car's data
through your Club. Jim has added two further columns to the Register: in addition to
a column for the Member and Associate Member Clubs of A7CA (48 at present), he
has created one especially for the various specialist A7CA Austin 7 Registers (of
which there are 16) and another column for the country in which the car is located (29
countries including Columbia and Zambia). All of this information has been collated
in ten spreadsheets for the Austin Seven plus a separate spreadsheet for the Big
Seven. These spreadsheets have been further broken down into 154 Tables.
However, this latest version of the Register is still not up-to-date and Jim needs your
up-to-date information. Writing "same as last year" is not very helpful because the
data which you supplied last year may have been lost or destroyed. Your committee
will undertake the mammoth task of compiling the information from your
membership application/renewal form but, if any information is missing, the

committee will contact you. Please help us to help the A7CA Surviving Austin 7
Register by providing all the data asked for - after all, the A7CA Surviving Austin 7
Register and the Club is only trying to provide you with an up-to-date source of
information about all surviving Austin 7s.
Please remember that data concerning the ownership of any particular Austin 7 is not
published by the A7CA Surviving Austin 7 Register.
Please help us to help you!

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
FOR SALE

1938 Ruby ‘Tin top’ – unfinished project

Chassis: complete, including new brakes, king pins, steering bushes and new tyres,
tubes etc. Petrol tank repaired, Bowden cable front brakes, all painted.
Engine: complete rebuild using Dave Flake block, tested and run on test bed.
Body: new panels include complete floor, wheel arch inners, boot floor, rear panel,
new sills, and outer body panels where needed, all welded in place and painted. Body
needs panel finishing. Wings and running boards need fitting.
Parts still required: headlamps, wiring loom, exhaust. All other parts there.
With original registration and a photographic record of the rebuild to date. £4500

T 01675 463806
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

Wanted

WANTED : 1 off, Lodge C3 non-detachable 18mm sparking plug, with the
pink porcelain top please. Andy Lowe 0121 477 0547
Wanted
The Austin 7 Clubs Association needs a new Secretary: Hayden Morgan has announced his
intention to retire at the AGM on 14th April 2013. The post is not too onerous; have a chat with
Hayden on 07837 543744 or e-mail him at hayden.morgan54@gmail.com to find out what it
entails. Andy Lowe, the Chairman of the Austin 7 Clubs Association, has a job description if you
would like a copy; his details are in the A7CA magazine.

T hen

As mentioned by Brem in his Chair Chat.

D

D

Don't tell me that your garage doesn`t have corners like these with
treasures that you”simply couldn`t part with”?
Come on have a good rummage in those long forgotten boxes and
places where “treasure” lurks.
Your junk may be just what someone else is looking for. You may
even make a copper or two out of it and do the club a bit of good as
well.
************************************************
A note from the Ed.
I would really like some feed back on the Terry`s Tips technical articles
which we have had in the past. I gather that some people are not keen on
them. If you want technical articles please let me know what sort of thing
is useful. I know Terry and Clive spend a lot of time on these and I can
appreciate the frustration when the time they have spent seems to have
been wasted. But if they are not required let us know.
Please let us (the committee) know what you want or don't as the case
may be.

I am always grateful for any articles if you wish to do one .

G

D

MA7C Cotswold Run
On Sunday 28th April 2013
At 10.00am prompt
A picturesque meander around the Vale and Cotswolds with a
lunch stop at a suitable watering hole which also provides food

Start: North Cotswold Hunt Kennels Car Park, Kennel Lane,
Broadway. WR12 7DP
( Kennel Lane is a small alley, on the South side of the High Street, between Lloyds TSB and Blandford
Books and opposite the Lygon Arms Hotel)

By kind permission of Mr N.Peel MFH

Finish: The Ranch Caravan Park, Honeybourne. WR11 7PR
By kind permission of Mr and Mrs Andy Attridge
Routes will be charged at £2.00 at ‘signing on’ to defray club costs for recce and print

Return to: R.Bremner-Smith. Tanglewood, Cleeve Prior, Evesham. WR11 8JY

T
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These are the present committee members. If you have a query please contact one of them as they
are here for you.
Opinions expressed in the magazine are those of their authors and do not necessarily represent the views of the
Committee or Members.

Meetings held the last Wednesday of the month, Old Silhillians Rugby Club, Knowle (Jct 5
M42)

