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28 Nov 12:

Bring and Buy

 12 Dec 12: Club Evening – Christmas Party Night
If you have not booked with Elaine Devey for this Christmas Evening of
food and fun, ring her NOW! Hope to see you there.

**********************************
Regarding New Year
1 Jan 13: New Year's Day VSCC Rally, Much Marcle
or the Stony Stratford Gathering ( See article)

Get your new calendars at the ready!






21st April : Drive It Day
28th April: Cotswolds Run
26th May: Stanford Hall Rally
7th July: Baddesley Clinton Gathering
27th October: Autumn Leaves Run
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Meetings held the last Wednesday of the month, Old Silhillians Rugby Club, Knowle
(Jct 5 M42)

I must start with the very sad news of Harold Tibbs’ passing. He had been a
stalwart of the club for many years always appearing, usually with Edith, at any MA7C event that
needed manpower. As ‘the Doc’ he rebuilt many of our engines, gearboxes etc and gave freely of
his considerable knowledge and experience. A considered word of friendly advice saved many of
us hours of fruitless trying this or trying that, ‘H’ invariably knew the problem. Always with a
ready smile, Harold and Edith travelled far and wide in DOE 335. A confirmed townie he never
the less loved his visits in to the country and revelled in his introduction to farming with John
Russell. He will be greatly missed by the club and very many of the individuals in it. To Edith
and family, we send our sincere sympathy.
I missed the Classic car show, but I believe there is a report on that too elsewhere in the
newsletter, but I would like to record my thanks to Andy Lowe and his team who built, ran and
dismembered the stand. No prizes this year but 18 club application forms issued, could prove to
be an even better return.
Well, what can one say about 2012? It was wet and a large number of events were canned as a
result BUT the big one, the 90th Anniversary Celebrations at Warwick was held in brilliant
weather at a splendid location and everyone who went seems to have enjoyed it, not a bad effort
for a bunch of amateurs. I understand that this A7CA event was runner up to a Citroen Club
event awarded at the Classic Car Show. With no sour grapes, the Citroen event must have been
fantastic.
Don’t forget to book your place for the Christmas Party. Ring Elaine Devey for more details.
Whilst on the subject of Christmas, there have been no offers to organise a Boxing Day Run, so
perhaps we give it a miss this year. There is a very good VSCC New Years Day meet at the
Royal Oak, 4 miles SW of Ledbury on the A449. Gather from10.30am. Food available. Come in
your pre war Austin because it’s a very long walk for the owners of post war cars which must
park on the verges. For further information ring Brem.
That’s all for now.

Brem

Autumn Leaves Run - 28th October
Eighteen cars and their crews assembled at the Ranch Caravan Park in Honeybourne for the start of
another Autumn Leaves run, on a cold overcast but dry Sunday morning at the end of October. We all
enjoyed a welcome coffee and biscuits, courtesy of the Attridges before meandering off through the Vale.
Due to the persistent rain some days earlier, the M7 had to be closed. Its condition was not helped by the
drilling that took place on the adjacent fields in the previous week. According to ‘JR’, you have to plough
the fields when you can, the scattering comes later. Once again, we drove through a gloriously wooded,
private estate, only this time, some of our members met the owner and were able to thank him personally.
At the Slaughters, one member asked his lady navigator to test the depth of water in the ford, before
shooting up the hill after it and leaving her to walk through the ford and up the hill!!! At the lunch stop,
the Cotswold Way in Bourton on the Water, one member had to have his car medevaced home by the
RAC due to some wheel failure.
All the crews enjoyed an excellent carvery but only a very few managed a sweet! We evidently mislaid
some members during the afternoon on a new area (to us and them)of the Cotswolds.
However, the call of tea at Blackwell Village Hall, courtesy of the Turners, was sufficient incentive to
rediscover the route to find the finish. Only six teams completed the observational questionnaire and the
winners, for the second year running and driving a modern people’s car from Wolfsburg were Alison and
John Roberts, with a clean sheet. Sitting in a warm, quiet, rattle free vehicle must do wonders for the
powers of observation!!

A sad time for the Midlands Austin7 Club as we pay tribute to one
of our best loved “Elder Statesmen”.. Harold Tibbs
Ed

Harold Tibbs 23.10.1930--- 13.11.2012
Many people will have already heard the sad news that Harold passed away on 13 NOV2012.
Harold had been very ill over the past two years & and particular over the last two months.Even
though he was in a great deal of pain , he & his wife Edith continued to attend as many A7
events as possible.
Harold was a very long standing member of the A 7 Club he & Edith travelled far & wide in their
Ruby including, Ireland, France, Scotland and Holland and also to the majority of local
events. Harold was very well respected within the old car fraternity, not only for his expert
knowledge, but as a friend to so many people.
He was always willing to offer advice, help and spare parts.
There is so much more to be said about Harold, and the many people who have met & known
Harold over the years, have their own good memories, I`m sure.
We could write a book about him.
He will never be forgotton.
Condolenses to Edith and family,
BOB & NORMA BICKLEY.
************************************************************

The faces of Harold and the things he did best!

Driving DOE.
Driving DOE

Watching with interest.

Chatting with friends at Coughton Court.

Harold`s handywork and expertise on show with
his Chummy Pickup at Stanford.

Celebrating with family and friends.
Harold and Edith on his 80th birthday

Regarding New Years Day2013 here`s a good event.

Stony Stratford New Years Day
On New Years Day there is a Classic Car event at Stony Stratford. The pre-war cars are in the
Square, the Post war cars are in Cofferidge Close and the sports and specials are along the Main
Street. There is no pre-booking and there are food outlets available. The photographs taken by
John Tibbetts are from the last three years.
In the Square
early
morning
Two Austin
Sevens
amongst the
pre-war cars

An Austin Seven Chummy arrives
A line up of post-war cars

Nigel Bird with his Big Seven

and us with our Chummy

It is lovely to have our input recognised but I must point out that John Tibbetts takes most of the photos and
Angie Hawker puts them on the computer and sends them to Lesley – it’s a team effort!

(Also from John and Angela )

We spotted this at Quainton Transport Day and thought it might be of interest to members.

This year the charity that has been chosen to donate to in

lieu of Christmas cards is Pancreatic Cancer Action.
You can still send New year wishes to A7 club friends and donate by e mailing or ringing
me and give your donation to Brem or myself. I will put the New Year Wishes in the
January magazine. ( note no December issue)

Christmas Wishes 2012
Have a good Christmas and a
Healthy 2013. Lesley and
Keith

Happy Christmas and a
Great New Year
Andy and
Sheila.

Love and Best wishes Harold
andEdith

Best Wishes
Norma andBob
Merry Christmas and a Happy
New Year to all, Clive and Sue

the presentation of the Chairman`s ChoiCe award.

Andy and Sheila Attridge receiving their ,well deserved ,award from Brem and Jenny.

***********************************************************************

Austin a family affair
(Space in the garage at last)
When I first started this monthly ramble 2 years ago avid followers may remember in the first photo was a
third car that to date I have not mentioned,. Colin’s yet to be restored Wragg Special. After much
discussion with said son, (that I really, really needed garage space for the TT) it finally travelled south to
be reunited with his Ulster special (centre of picture). Later this year the Pre-War Austin 7 Club will
publish its ‘member’s collection’ in a series of full colour pictures. I understand this now exceeds 800
plates. Part of the book will be given over to the Wragg Special and it is hoped in 2013 a special booklet
on this unique car will grace the shelves. Colin hopes to start restoration next year and I will keep
members informed of its progress towards the track.

taken November 2010

Last month you will recall that Sue and I had visited Angouleme in September and like all classy car
magazines I included a picture of an unusual pre-war three wheel race car. Well done if you recognised
the Sandfors. Unfortunately there was no information on the car, but I thought it unusual especially the
front axle / suspension layout.

Dashing up and down the country visiting grandchildren has taken up much of October consequently
work on the TT has progressed a little slower this month. I did take the opportunity to visit Vintage
Radiators in rural Northamptonshire a couple of weeks ago. After a quick visit to the workshop the owner
explained that most of their work was becoming very specialised, he then was proud to show me a newly
built radiator core and shell for a 1929 blown Bentley, I must admit the invoice looked eye-wateringly
expensive (price of a new car) so on reflection I was happy to leave with beautifully made humble Austin
ribbon radiator core at a 1/50th the cost.
After preparing the Fabric for the restoration show in October, MA7C (in particular Andy) is faced with
quickly assembling a second exhibition for the NEC Classic Car Show. For the last two years the AE and
RK Fabric have been on display in Birmingham so this year the pressure was off (I expect to have the TT
available for 2013 if it warrants inclusion). At this point I would like to take this opportunity to personally
thank Andy for organising both events with the minimum of fuss but, as always, gaining important
publicity for the club.
For technical reasons Terry’s Tips planned for this month will now be in the next issue. We are hoping to
prepare a table of three and four speed gear ratios (including special options) which we hope will be of
value to everyone contemplating a rebuild.
Before I sign off for another month I thought I would share a little snippet found on the internet whilst
searching for photographs of Austin TT Harlequin.
British Pathe News, famed throughout the first half of last century has started to release small ‘samplers of
their newsreels (90,000 in total). Their cataloguing system is not very user friendly; inasmuch they use the
newsreel title, so unless you know exactly what you are looking for it is like looking for a needle in a
haystack. However for those dark winter nights when the garage is too cold to venture into I have
included a few samplers. (DVDs can be purchased but these are quite expensive, unless of course Santa
could slip one into his sleigh). If anyone finds any reference to the 1930,1931 Ards TT or Brooklands 500
for the same dates can you let me have the titles.

Seasons Greetings Clive, Sue (and Colin)
All at www.britishpathenews.co.uk
“Baby” car record beaten 1931
Motor racing in the 1930’s 1930-1939
The Gold Star Race (1932) ……. Earl Howe wins race
Putting back the calendar 1928 ………(inc Gordon Bennett race)
A Test of Stamina 1934 ……….(Dodgson wins)
Fiercest Road Race in History 1932
Speed Gladiators. Most thrilling Duel (1933) …….Ards
Thatched Car AKA Thatched roof for Austin 1950The Schneider Trophy of the Race Track 1931

Well back to the garage (now that I have the space to spread out)!

I really did like this photo I was sent of Harold and I at Stanford.
He is obviously showing me his culinary delights. ED

Keith and I have known Harold and Edith for about 40years and they have watched our
daughter grow up. We have lots of lovely memories of Harold, a man of great
knowledge, but also modesty. His great interest in cars and mechanics, I believe, kept
him going in later years. My everlasting memory will be his sense of fun and that
mischievous smile. I also know that he had a competitive streak, as we have seen in the
Stanford Hall cake competitions and a worthy winner he was too.
We shall all miss him greatly and send our love to Edith and the family.
Lesley, Keith and Helen

HAROLD TIBBS
1930 - 2012
It is with much sadness that we have to report that Harold Tibbs passed
away on 13th November 2012 after a long illness bravely borne. He will be
greatly missed by many members of the MA7C who relied on him for help,
advice, encouragement and friendship on all matters Austin Seven.
Harold Tibbs 23rd October 1930 - 13th November 2012
Funeral Arrangements
1 o’clock on Tuesday 27th November
at the Robin Hood Crematorium
Streetsbrook Road, Solihull, West Midlands. B90 3NL.
Family flowers only, please.
Afterwards at
The Corus Regency Hotel, Stratford Road, Shirley. B90 4EB

