Does my bum look big in this?
An around the Malverns with the CA7C.
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If you have any queries do not hesitate to get in touch with a member of the committee.
As you can see from the above list we have a new secretary, namely Bob Prophet.
Perhaps I will get a photo so that you can put the name to a face.
Some “mug shots” of all the committee may be useful to new members, so that’s what
you can do at the next committee meeting! ED

Club Sales
Sheila Turner, our regalia rep. has ordered some more copies
Of “The Austin Seven Manual” by Doug Woodrow.
If you would like a copy, price £48 please ring Sheila
01608 682463 A.S.A.P

Chair Chat April 12
We really enjoyed sorting out the Cotswold Run and its quiz and by all accounts over 50 of you
enjoyed the results of our efforts. So we will take that as a success. 28 cars started at the Kennels,
including 26 x A7s, 1 x A12 and a Triumph Herald. One off road section was considered unsuitable
for the Herald so he was given an alternative route for a couple of miles. However another member
took the opportunity to repaint his smart Pearl in a very muddy puddle! Visibility for him was also
significantly impaired for some time! The lunch stop at the Cotswold Way in Bourton on the Water
was entirely due to Rob and Della Trott*(Thank you both), who suggested the venue to us back in
November. Good choice too by all accounts, they served almost 50 of us with an excellent Carvery.
We were joined at the lunch stop by Harold and Edith, and Harold’s car performed well in the hands
of their son.
During the second race for the quiz clues, we were confronted by 3 sections of the route that
could be shut on 15th for surface dressing. A call to Gloucestershire Highways established that one
should be completed before the event - correct - and two would not be started till after the run wrong, but we did run over these two recently resurfaced roads at 20 mph (easy in an A7)! I have
spoken to Gloustershire Highways again, to thank them for their co-operation!!! The route ran
through a private estate above Snowshill which was splendid, but comments from regular participants
agreed that the trees and colours on the estate in the Autumn put the Spring colours to shame.
The finish with tea and ‘stickies’ at the Ranch was a great way to end a good day’s motoring
and to the best of my understanding all 28 cars made it there. A very big thank you goes to Andy
and Sheila Attridge for their generous hospitality. Only 7 teams selected to do the quiz, but there was
some very keen rivalry with teams driving back down sections where they had missed a clue. The
result of the quiz was a draw between the two JR teams – John Russell and James (grandson) and
John and Alison Roberts. Well done both teams. I will, at some point, use a chisel and saw on the
trophy! Joke!
We were delighted to see the Cookson twins, Jane and Elizabeth, at the start, catching up with A7
friends and at the Ranch, Pete and Sandra Francis joined the tired but happy Runners.
*Della Trott deserves an award, too, for suffering severe frost bite in their recently completed
Ruby Tourer, which has only taken 28 years to rebuild, and Rob was determined to show off his new
trim and keep the hood down all the way, despite the cold! Hopefully some of you intrepid
Cotswold Runners have sent some photos and an article to help Lesley fill this newsletter!!
According to the A7CA, as of 18th April, 350 members are booked for the 90th Anniversary
Rally at Warwick and 37 of those are MA7C members, which means we have a 10.6%
representation! Not particularly good when we are the host area and we have 153 members. Maybe
some of you are waiting till the deadline, but do be careful, according to the latest advertisement (see
elsewhere in this newsletter) 1st May is that deadline, the last day for entries. If I remember, I will
have a few entry forms with me at club night.
Whilst on entry forms, I have just heard from David Chambers of the Churchill Car Show that they
have had to close the bookings for their event. Joining instructions, for those who have already
entered, will not now be issued until 28th May.
Thank you, to all those who have submitted their Stanford Hall entries.
Don’t forget its 27th May

Happy Motoring

ATB Brem

Did anyone go on The Austin’s to Brighton Run?

If you did just put pen to paper or e mail me a short report, photos would
be a bonus.

Roving Reporter wanted

Can someone in the Upton on Severn
area visit an A7er John Jones and “interview” him for me please. I have
promised I will get some of his memories in the newsletter but could do
with someone nearer him helping me out.

****************************
Austin 7 Anecdotes
Published !
Over 200 A7 anecdotes and other items of
intrigue, humour, amazement and variety;
a few are even shocking.
A5 publication of 64 pages with numerous illustrations.
£5 each + £1 UK P&P. (Europe £2; NZ/Aussie £2.75 airmail)
Only a limited number – so ensure you have yours before
stocks run out.
Signed copies + £2 (optional but all good for the charities).
Proceeds to Cancer Research & Water For All.
Available from
Jen Dunford, 280 Church Rd, Frampton Cotterell, Bristol BS36 2BH.
Cheque payable to J Dunford, please. Advisable to enclose your address and email or phone number in case stocks
depleted.

******************************************
Reminder…. The Gathering at Coughton Court is on
8th July Entry form will be in next newsletter.
Put the date in your diaries. Contact Andrew Lowe 0121 477
0547

I think this month is the “Andrew Lowe Edition” as he has
obviously been out and about AND sent me articles! ( for which I
am very grateful)
Santa Pod Raceway
When I saw the invitation to go to Santa Pod and display with the CSMA in the club Newsletter,
I thought that I would apply to go; as I hadn’t been drag racing or to Santa Pod. I was duly
accepted and went down on the Thursday before the Easter long weekend. Over -night I looked
out in the early hours to see the TOP covered in frost and noticed the temperature outside was 2.5°c. Next morning was bright and dry and racing commenced about 9.15 with trial runs and
eliminator runs. The top fuel rail dragsters and funny cars are over 8 litres, supercharged,fuel
injected and running on nitro ( a very potent fuel bordering on explosive) they produce around
8000 hp. The runs are spectacular, incredibly noisy and over very quickly. The quarter mile long
drag strip is covered in 5 seconds and terminal speeds are around 230 mph. When two run against
each other the ground shakes, your stomach vibrates and you are not troubled by earwax!
Santa Pod is the only place that runs rail dragster against funny cars. After a run the engine is
stripped down to the block and crankshaft and rebuilt. The clutch is dumped outside the pit area
to cool off and sits there smoking. There is plenty of opportunity to wander the pits and see the
preparation and work going on. The pit
area is very welcoming and I lost count
of the number of times that I was greeted
with a “Hello, come in and have a look”
Something other forms of motorsport
could learn from. Saturday and Sunday
dawned wet, and I discovered Drag racer
don’t run in the wet. They can’t get the
traction off the line. They use wrinkle
wall tyres which grow with the
centrfugal force as the car accelerates
There was much action drying the track,

sweepers going up and down, and a sort of
giant hot air blower which dried the track.
About 2pm action began again.

There was plenty to do meanwhile with the preparation going on in the pits. Once a car is rebuilt
the crew test run it and because of the fumes given off by the nitro fuel, they all wear gasmasks.
It really does make your eyes water and run. Once again ear defenders would be a good idea.
There was a bewildering array of classes with all sorts of cars
and motorbikes. In all some are slightly modified and others
out and out racers. There was also a large number of junior
dragsters, powered by 480cc engines ,often from a power tool
of some sort, they are minitures of the real thing, and driven by
youngsters starting from about 8 years old; an excellent way of
encouraging the next generation of drivers. They run over an
1/8th mile and on handicap so they have a good chance against
each other. The handicap is built into the christmas tree starting
lights which count down at different rates, to allow the slower
car to get a bit of a start. The blue box of bits is the remains of
the inside of an engine, after one run. It contained a broken
conn rod and other parts.

There were classes for motorbikes, and you have to wonder
about the bravery of the rider as they hang on at speeds of up to
200 mph. Diplay runs were given by a rocket car and a rocket powered motorbike.

While all this was happening, the TOP stood outside the CSMA marquee on guard. With other
members of the CSMA cars on displayalongside. There were lots of colourful hot rods competing
and around the paddock, some quite unexpected creations. I decided the Chevrolet Impala was
too wide to fit in my garage. In keeping with the times was an electric powered VW beetle,
which did 141 mph on one run. Talking to the driver in the paddock he reconned it took about 45
minutes to recharge. He and his team were finding drag racing a good way to develop the
technology.

Satur Th There was

However when I awoke on Monday it was to rain, which went on most of the morning, and
deciding to stop enjoyng myself, and with either only limited running much latter, or non at all, I
packed up and came home. The CSMA made me most welcome and I would recommend to
members to join in and experience some of their events.

Confused dot. ED.
It great to get articles for the newsletter and of late I have been a bit depressed when I
read other clubs publications.
I have been doing this for over a year now and have had some highs and a lot of lows. It has
tested my IT skills to the full and I know it is still a fairly basic newsletter. Onwards and
hopefully upwards.
You can imagine my excitement when Keith arrived home from the last meeting saying”Andy
has sent you some bits for the newsletter”……… 2 files full!
Thanks Andy.
I have boggled over the variety of technical tips he has managed to amass. Which articles to
choose, torque, wipers, big ends where to start? So if there is a subject you would like me to
find in this vast array just let me know.
I know we had Terry`s Tips which I hope will return soon.

At last the Federation has published the result of it's tests.
The FBHVC is pleased to announce the results of its fuel stability additive test
programme. This research was designed to test the anti-corrosive properties of
proprietary additives claiming to provide a high level of protection against potential
corrosion of fuel systems, including tanks, pipe work and fuel metering equipment on
historic vehicles caused by the addition of ethanol into petrol.
VSPe Power Plus, VSPe and EPS from Millers Oils; Ethomix from Frost A R T Ltd;
Ethanolmate from Flexolite all received an ‘A’ rating in the research which enables all
these products carry an endorsement from the FBHVC. The endorsement is in the form
of the FBHVC logo and the words: ‘endorsed by the FBHVC as a fuel additive for
protection against corrosion in metals’.

Note from Lesley (ED)
For those of you who did not go on the Cotswold Run, it was full of highs and
lows! Some great scenery, varied tracks and roads, fabulous lunch and good
weather. For us there were more lows and perhaps that`s why I homed in on the
above article!
Our tourer JO is not fond of the Cotswolds. Thanks to Andrew Lowe we did
eventually make it to The Ranch. Andy and Sheila had saved us some of the
“goodies” and Sheila produced a welcome cuppa.
Thanks to all concerned with the organisation of the run.

Just a few of the starters

A real highlight….lunch.

Andrew makes a splash.

Broadway Tower

Its Stanford time again!!

MA7C Stanford Hall Rally
on Sunday 27 May 2012

th
Stanford Hall, Lutterworth, Leicestershire. LE17 6DH * is situated off the B5414, 2 miles from the A5, 6
miles
NE of Rugby, near junctions 18 and 20 on the M1 and junction 1 on the M6. (*For those with Sat Nav)
All Austin 7s will be most welcome. The Rally will open at 11.00am and presentation of the trophies will
take place at 4.00pm.
There will be a “trophy”, as usual, for the best cake cooked by a gentleman. Rule 1: No assistance from
Wags!
Entrants will need to pay the ‘grounds only’ fee to Stanford Hall on arrival at the gate.
The Tea rooms will be open on the day. Feel free to bring a picnic.
The Hall is NOT open to the Public on this day.

Autojumble stalls need to be pre-booked using the form below and enclosing a fee of
£10.00.
Please bring your own table.
......... ……………………………………………………………………………….
ENTRY FORM
Stanford Hall Rally - 27th May 2012

Name:............................................................... A7 Model:..........................................
Address:........................................................... Reg No:.............................................
............................................................... Year:.................................................
............................................................... Tel:....................................................
I will / will not be bringing an autojumble stall. (Delete as applicable and enclose the fee)
ALL ENTRANTS DO SO AT THEIR OWN RISK AND MUST HAVE CURRENT ROAD TAX, MOT &
INSURANCE ON THEIR VEHICLE

Please return this form asap to:
R.Bremner-Smith, Tanglewood, Cleeve Prior, Evesham, Worcs. WR11 8JY

Would 2011 winners please return their trophies by 25th April, Club Night

Pride of Longbridge Rally
This was on the Saturday before the Cotswold Run, There were well over a 1000 cars in the park, from the
earliest 1923 A7 “C” window van to the new MG’s just off the production line. Vast areas were covered
with the newer vehicles 25’s , 45’s and mini’s but there was an interesting selection of older vehicles. When
did you last see an Allegro Estate?

Thanks Andy.

***********************************************************************

Also, On the Cotswolds Run an A7 bonnet catch was found lying in the
road just after the cattle grid in Spring Hill Estate.
Maybe that`s why your bonnet is rattling!
Andy Lowe has the catch.

Cotswold Run

By Andrew Lowe

The Start at Broadway

The Conspirators

Fine mess

you got me into !

I thought you said you had
washed the car before you
came.

Fine mess you got me into again !

Thanks to Ken Turner for the article on The Cost of Restoring A Vintage Car

Message to the Editor

If you have entered a vehicle in the Pre War A7 Club event at Wollaton Park, I have been
informed that you will have two free tickets to the Saturday night “bash” with live bands
with your entry.
It may be the last Wollaton as red tape and council restrictions are making things
increasingly difficult.
I, for one will be sorry to see this event go as Keith and I have been going to the Nottingham
rally since 1974. Together with other MA7C members (Edens and Lowes) we have camped on
the same blades of grass in rain and shine.
Ed

I have just found the Meet the Member questionnaire from 2006 by Andrew
Lowe
So if you would like to fill it in, cut it off and give it to me or Brem at the next
meeting, that would be great. It’s sometimes useful to know of other members
with the same car or the same problems and to share experiences of where to
visit or get things you need.
1. Who are you and what area do you live in?
2. What cars do you own/ drive?
3. What condition are they in?
4. When did you join the club?
5. Do you do your own restoration?
6. What do you enjoy about the club /A7 fraternity?
7. Are you looking for anything any other members could help you with?
8. Do you have a technical tip you could pass on to other members?

Don't forget the April meeting on 25th
Hopefully more about the Cotswolds Run next month members willing!

