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Winter Newsletter 2011
Good wishes for the Festive Season and a New Year of happy Sevening. ED

Christmas and New Year Wishes
This is the Winter Edition of the MA7C newsletter and the final
offering for 2011.
If you are attending the November meeting we will have the
Macmillan poster for you to sign and send your New Year wishes to
other members, in return for a donation to the charity (instead of
sending Christmas cards).
You can still do this in December (or send a donation to me and I
can include it with the others) as I intend to publish your messages
in the January issue.
I know we should have thought about this sooner but September seems too
early. Any thoughts for next year will be gratefully received.

November30th ********* Race night, come and try your
Luck.
December 14th ********* Christmas Festivities
Contact Elaine Devey if you have any queries.
December 26th *********
January 25th

Boxing Day Run

************ Alternative BRING and BUY

February 29th ********* Speaker – Experiences of a Store
Detective.
Opinions expressed in the magazine are those of their authors and do not necessarily represent
the views of the Committee or Members
Meetings held the last Wednesday of the month, Old Silhillians Rugby Club, Knowle (Jct 5
M42)

There appeared to be about 40 smiling faces at the end of the Autumn Leaves Run. Was this the
proximity of a loo, was it the prospect of tea and stickies or had they actually enjoyed the run? Perhaps it
was a combination of all three. The weather, at the start at the Ranch, was dry but threatening, but it did
stay dry all day and the sun broke through at lunch time. The lunch stop at the Plough Inn at Ford was
popular and supplied great food with very good service. The leaves supplied their rich and varied colours
and with the benefit of more and more sunshine the scenery, both near and distant showed the Cotswolds
at its best.
I would like to thank Andy and Sheila Attridge and their staff for their tea/coffee and
biscuits at the start, (and for the facilities) and Ken and Sheila Turner for arranging the use of the
Blackwell Village Hall. I have written to the owner of Spring Hill, the Plough and Blackwell Village Hall
Committee to thank them. Can we call it a good close to the end of the 2011 season? Sandra Francis has
written a report on the run elsewhere in this newsletter.
What a great NEC Classic Car Show; four cars, a chassis and a sectioned engine and we are runners up in
the Classic and Sports Car Magazine in the small club stand category. The theme of the stand was ‘In the
Family’. Well done Andy Lowe and his team of helpers, particular thanks to Clive Danks for the copy
boards, the copywriting and for the printing which gave well presented details and history of the ‘family’
cars. The build which was scheduled by the NEC, went like clockwork and most of the helpers were
away by 1430 hrs on the Thursday. Sheila’s regalia were moving steadily off the counter throughout the
show and Mervyn Hoyle collected £588.00 for the Marie Curie Charity. I believe Andy has written a
more detailed article elsewhere in this newsletter. (Not yet ED)
YOUR committee needs YOUR help, we desperately need a Secretary and we also need a Social
Secretary. We are being asked for more activities at the club evenings and fewer Noggin and Natters.
This is being addressed BUT it is not going to happen without people power. Where are you? We now
have a speaker for the February meeting and a second speaker, probably for October. We have been
offered a visit to the Patrick collection; could one of you offer to arrange that? Similarly we could have a
Scalextrix meet on a club night, but again it needs an organiser. There are an ever increasing number of
events, during the April – October period, that members have supported in the past. We need to know
about these ASAP so that other members can join the party and all our cars can be grouped together.
Lesley can put the details in the newsletter, it’s not difficult to forward emails to her from these events
BUT we need someone to collate these events. A job for a Social Secretary and not a difficult one.
And I don’t need to remind you that our Secretary retired in September, in the SHORT term my name
will have to appear as ‘MA7C Secretary’ in the next Grey Mag. I repeat ‘in the SHORT term’. We do
need a Secretary,
Date change for your diary:
The Stanford Hall Rally will now be on Sunday 27th May 2012. We retain our river side location as one
of the longest standing visiting clubs, but the new management at Stanford are anxious to bring more of
the small club meets together as a greater attraction to the general public. Remember: Stanford: 27th May
2012
For those of you not able to be at the Christmas Party at the Old Sills, may I take this opportunity to wish
you a very Happy Christmas and a prosperous New Year.

ATB Brem
Scalextrix sounds great to me; we went to an evening of big kid’s fun! Fabulous.
ED
Don’t forget the Boxing Day Run
Meet at the Car Park in Cofton Park ( near the bottom of Grovelly Lane)
Arrive for 10.00am for a start at 10.15 am (SHARP)
Finish / Lunch Stop at the Foxlydiate Inn off the Bromsgrove Highway

Autumn Leaves Run 2011
Sandra Francis

It was touch and go whether we were going to make the run this year because by 30 October our 4th
Grandchild was 10 days overdue and we were on standby to look after its big sister during its arrival – but
we checked early in the morning and there was no sign that we were going to be needed, so off we set
with a fully charged mobile attached to my right hand just in case.
We were again offered the hospitality of
Sheila at the Ranch Caravan Park in
where everyone enjoyed coffee
and biscuits and a chat before departing.
Andy and Sheila. There was a huge turnout
admit I’m not sure how many – I’m guessing
cars!!

Andy and
Honeybourne
Thanks to
but I have to
well over 20

Brem and Jenny had done it again! A wonderful route through the Cotswolds with interesting clues. I am
sure none of us actually know how long organising a route as beautiful as this takes and a very huge thank
you to them for another fantastic run. As locals we thought they couldn’t possibly find any roads we
hadn’t already been on but yes – there was a huge section that we hadn’t seen before. The colours were
breathtaking and made us feel very privileged that we live in such a beautiful part of the Country.

Lunch this year was arranged at the Plough at Ford. A lovely Cotswold Inn with a fantastic reputation for
Evening meals and of course Sunday lunch. Those who had booked enjoyed an absolutely delicious
lunch. Those of us who had chosen to picnic had time for a catch up – the men of course discussing the
workings of the engine or that fault or “what do you think this noise is” etc. whilst us ladies enjoyed the
beautiful scenery and enjoyed a chat. Most of the time I wondered anxiously up the road to find a signal
– but again no sign of the long overdue baby.

Xavier, one of our youngest members, showed me that he knows
how to start Daddy’s car, while Daddy talks to two of the elders for
some advice. Xavier was so good and has obviously taken to Old
cars.

The afternoon run was as beautiful as the morning and the clues continued to be interesting. Afternoon
tea and stickies were supplied by Brem and Jenny and very nice they were too, and we were lucky to be
able to use the Village Hall at Blackwell for the presentation of the winner’s prize to John and Alison
Roberts. Thanks to Ken and Sheila for arranging the use of the hall.
The sun was dropping as tired but happy members prepared to journey home. Thanks again to Brem and
Jenny for a lovely
day.

NEC Newsflash………………………………………………………………………………….
When we left the, almost deserted, NEC on Saturday Andy Lowe was off to the
award presentation.
He now informs me that the Club stand at the NEC was Runner Up in the small
club category of the Classic and Sports Car Magazine Awards.

Well done to all concerned but especially to Andy.
NEC Newsflash………………………………………………………………………………….

Don’t forget the Boxing Day Run
Meet at the Car Park in Cofton Park (near the bottom of Grovelly
Lane)
Arrive for 10.00am for a start at 10.15 am (SHARP)
Finish / Lunch Stop at the Foxlydiate Inn off the Bromsgrove
Highway

Don't forget that Sheila, Regalia rep, has a large variety of
items that may solve that little present problem or fill up a
stocking.

Ron Rudge has kindly sent me a copy of the November newsletter for 1976.
As I am a bit pushed for time at the moment I will just give you a precise Ron
has highlighted for me which apparently was from an article by The Bodger, and
originally by Les Gammon. I hope you all kept up!!
“it was not until the late 1940`s that the 750 MC Midland Centre was formed to
cater for their enthusiastic owners. And, whereas in later years the interests
of the club were diversified considerably, in those days Sevens reigned
supreme, being raced in 750 events in near standard Ulster form or very similar

specials( one of which I know intimately) and trailed, rallied and generally
thrashed. ……………
We met twice a month at the Red Lion in Knowle and on July 7th 1963 we all piled
onto a coach to Beaulieu for the first National Austin7 Rally. The Midlands were
represented by Bryan Hallidays two- seat tourer, and Brian Villiers single
seater.
This event created some enthusiasm for our club, although we had run events at
Chateau Impney and later at Stanford Hall in May 1963.
By 1964 the Midland Austin Seven Register had been formed, the Austin Seven
Register being quite active throughout the country, rather than individual clubs.
John Ward had his 1928 Chummy, Hugo Blankenbyl his 1925 Chummy under
restoration, Terry McGrath with his bombsite 1931 saloon and I had a 1929
Saloon, showing signs of too many Lands End and Exeter trials. RIP.
Later came Mike Tebbett with his patchwork Milliner (which I spotted when I
went to college in 1967. ED), BarriesWhitehouse`s 1931 saloon of smoking wheel
arch fame and Hank Chatterton with a saloon of indiscriminate age and origin.
There must have been others. Rubies were still ignored, a 1937 Cabriolet for
£17.10.0d and an Ulster for £100 far too much! A Nippy called oily Marmalade
was a regular visitor.” And that was how it all began.
More from The Bodgers Archives in January.
Ron also tells me that the MA7C was in fact a founder member of the
Association back in 1968 along with Bristol A7C, 750MC the Swallow Register
and the Van Register. The Southend A7C was also represented at the inaugural
meeting. The Pre War Club did not join the Association until 1969.
According to the Bodger the Midlands Austin Seven Register was formed
in1964.
When Keith and I did Stanford Hall we celebrated the 40th in 2004 which was
incorrect. (good cake though!) The first one was in fact in 1963 so I can feel a
50th celebration coming on! (I hope the committee read this, my cake contact
has left the area!)

Thanks Ron for finding that info.
**********************************************************************
***

Young Mr Toad 1954-5
Neither of my parents drove a car. From the age of 2 onwards, I remember
breathing in all the fumes from any car I could ever get near. And that wasn’t
many cars. I was a born petrol-head. Some far-flung gene re-emerging. At 16
my parents refused to allow me to have a motorbike. “ You’ll just kill yourself”.
But at 17, A-levels and University place having been potted, parental hoops
having been jumped through, (Ablative Absolutes) I secretly and with malice
afore- thought, spent my life savings on 10 driving lessons and test in a side
valve MM Morris Minor.
£6.16s.6d…………the lessons, not the MM! I skived a double Physics period to
take the test. Joy when I passed. Bemusement from parents.
That was November 1954. My ‘allowance’ = pocket money, was 5/weekly. And with the local Saturday hop with girl- friend accounting for most
of that……. prospects of car ownership (the ultimate Nirvana) were , at best,
slim. I toiled delivering mail at Xmas. And..
…. The Supreme Sacrifice….. sold my Hornby Dublo for £10. Funds were
accumulating. At the 1955 Easter hols, my Mum and Dad and little sister
announced they were going away to Wales. Would I be all right on my own for
a week? Is the Pope Cathlolic ? My parents gave me £3 to feed myself for a
week. I ate nothing. And worked for 3 weeks in the Wolverhamptom Steam
Laundry. Another £12 in the kitty.
I had amassed the sum of £26.10/-. Two school friends had acquired
Austin 7 Specials (bought by indulgent parents) POOH! But my funds would
never run to one of those. Cars were expensive and difficult to find. The waiting
time for a new Morris Minor was up to 12 months.
I spotted an ‘abandoned’ and unloved Austin 7 2str. I thought was an Opal.
Couple of miles from our house. The weeds were growing through the wheels
and out of the bonnet. The owner said it hadn’t gone for 2 years. It was mine
for £17.10/-. I PUSHED it home as it wasn’t licenced or insured. The engine did
start on the handle.
Joy never before experienced. A few days TLC, 3rd Party insurance £4.10/- and
3 months Road Tax £3.8.9d. Which left 11/9d. M.O.Ts were still 5 years away.
Petrol was 4/6d a gallon and Castrol (30 or 40) 1/- a pint.( Multiply by 30 for
approximate 2011 prices)
I was a motorist! Parents returned from Wales were…. Amazed. ‘Twas my first act
of defiance. But I was past caring and Her Majesty was shortly to offer me, nay,
INSIST I took, a two-year GAP. In the Army. An ancient institution called
National Service.
The rest of that year until I took the Queens 4/- postal order on September 1st
was…. Bliss. A0A 660 was my new love.
Girl-friend short on Gin-and- Orange. Other liquids HAD to go in AOA660.

Photo 1 is my 2str. Which turned out to be a 1934 PD. Hood very tatty and no sidescreens. I lined up with my school-mates in their Specials. And hand painted her
BRG to match theirs. Bliss. Took all my Scout patrols’ camping equipment in AOA
to Clun. Many other joyous trips.
I worked some evenings as dogsbody in the Shell Garage, Tettenhall Road.
Wolverhampton. 1/- per hour. I must make it clear that I am not a ‘trained
engineer’. My career was in Local Government. I just developed into an
enthusiastic bodger.
In June I was offered a 1932 Austin 7 Special nearly completed, for £25.
GH 6996 was wonderfully built by a Cambridge engineering student with a tubular
steel frame and Alloy panels. No doors, of course. And 3-speed crash box, of course.
It looked a bit like the small Cooper Racing cars.
I would kill for a photo, but he is no doubt long gone to the Great Garage in the Sky.
I had to put on a cylinder Head and some body panels. GH 6996 had a starter
button on the floor. AOA 660 always had to be wound up manually. I sold AOA to
a friend for £30, in order to finance GH 6996. GH6996 was the ultimate in tartcarts. But overheated every 5 miles. Radiator lowered too far I guess. I wasn’t savvy
enough to fix it. I was given a spare alloy cylinder head, which I advertised for
£1.12.6d.
A young man came and bought it eagerly. He was building some sports cars. His
name was Colin Chapman, he said.
Dad came round quite quickly to my motoring. He found being picked up from
work and being home 10 minutes later, far preferable to waiting for 2 trolley buses.
He would be ‘alarmed’ if the petrol guage were reading zero or less, a not
infrequent sight, and would INSIST on buying a gallon on the way home. Oh! The
deception of youth. Guilty as charged.
September 1st came. Train to Catterick camp with thousands of other young men
who had nothing in common except their age. GH 6996 was put in a neighbours’
garage, and lovingly tarpaulined over. 6 months later whilst I was on a few days
leave, Dad announced that we ‘ought’ to have a car which would take all 4 of us. So
he took me to Raby Street Motors and purchased a 1938 Austin Ruby FK 6803. He
paid £70 for this. The only remaining photo, attached, at Dad’s caravan in Clarach
Bay. I sold GH6996 for £60 to repay Dad. So I now owned a Ruby. Which served
me and us well for a year. I drove it several timed to and from Catterick camp from
Wolverhampton. Then I sold her and bought a Morris 10M 1939…. And the rest
is of no interest to A7 lovers.
Fast forward. 40 years on (when afar and asunder) I was given early retirement.
And soon decided to make old cars a hobby. I always had a lovely warm sense
whenever I came across a model that I had owned in my mis-spent youth, so vowed
to attempt to re-possess some replicas if not the original motor, and real warmth.
Although hours were spent looking for a PD, I could never get my hands

on one for reasonable loot. I did turn one down in 2003 and immediately regretted
it. But in August 2007 AUC 800 was advertised on Ebay. ‘Twas
a 1933 PD with full history all correct numbers and had had much wonga spent on
it. But not finished. Don’t you just KNOW when you see the dreaded words ‘just
wants finishing’… you have a fair slog ahead. Well I and my trusty mate, who is a
genius, finished it in 6 months. Several photos attached. The joy of closing eyes and
dreaming of A0A660 was immense. The replication was not perfect as AOA was
1934, i.e had separate sidelights and semaphore arms. AUC had sidelights built in
to the headlamps, no semaphores, and a rear square number plate over the off-side
wheel. But the best I could do. Many thanks to Mick Kirkland,
Brem, and other A7 members who supported me. Most joy when the first MOT for
40-odd years was obtained. Proper motoring again ! Not off the road since
But …….. being ever greedy…… I hankered after GH 6996. Nothing even vaguely
like it hove into view. But in September 2009 TSK 277 was advertised on Ebay. A
1933 Austin 7 Special. Mine for £2k.
It had not been anywhere but damp storage for over 40 years and was VERY
poorly. Had an aluminium body on a wood frame, An 1172cc E93A
Ford side-valve engine and gear-box. Morris minor hydraulic brakes, and widened
front axle. It was designed to eat Shelsey Walsh before breakfast. For the last 2
years this has been my project. And has been a labour of love. But now it goes, has
been completely rebuilt and just awaits a new hood before presenting for MOT.
Sadly it has one of these Swansea numbers which make me cross. TSK 277 . A
cowboy sold the original numbers in 1992. But Mick has confirmed it as 1933
chassis and that’s what it says in the V5. The engine smokes out of the breather pipe
as I was too lazy/stupid not to change the oil rings. Hope it will clear with a good
blast and chemical additive when MOT-ed.So here, ladies and gents, I give you, my
GH6996 substitute. Pictures attached in various stages of rebuild. Yes, you’ve
guessed it, an A7 chassis was NOT designed primarily for the purpose of carrying
an 1172 Ford engine. In fact the builder in the 50’s, clearly put the engine in before
the body on top ! I have driven TSK up and down our private drive. Interesting!
You really need those hydraulic brakes.
Also I have collection of cars that rekindle the warmth I felt during youth, and all
have a history attached. If it’s of any interest, they are: 1949Triumph Roadster 2litre (a la Bergerac), 1958 TR3A, 1939 Morris 10M, 1971 1750 Maxi (driven to
Kathmandu and back), 1939 Ford 8 Special (don’t ask), 1981 Mercedes 240TD. The
Dellow 1947 was Dellingpole and Lowes’ second build…. belongs to a friend.
Earlier this year I was slowed down by having to join the Old Mans’ Zipper Club =
heart surgery. So I don’t know how long I will continue my hobby.
10 MOTs each year is quite a bit of work in itself.
If you wonder where these lovelies are housed…… 3 years ago I converted
our redundant piggeries into a car showroom/storage place. Took me 8 months and
I lost a stone in weight. Well worth it.

Members always welcome to come and see. Please phone first!
Roger Steel
November 2011

A big sorry to Roger for the photos I didn't manage to print.

By
Roger steel

CHRISTMAS QUIZ Find the Artists
(eg Tumbling pebbles=Rolling Stones)
1. Sticky pool of mucky water.
2.Colourful drunken chef.
3. Fletcher`s prison
4. Scottish Zip
5.Dark day.
6.Champagne on an Italian lake.
7.Dry particles in a seasonal meadow.
8. Upper limit by tombstones.
9.A Yorkshire greeting.
10. Serve these with turkey.

Answers in the January mag.
Perhaps not ,you will almost
certainly be forgotten where the
questions are!

NEC Classic Car Show
The Classic Car Show stared for me in April when I sent in the entry form. After being
accepted, there are press forms, the stand to plan, and the owners to persuade to lend their
treasured possessions. Then closer to the date there is the collection of the carpets,
furniture and cars to co-ordinate. This year
Clive
Danks was persuaded to do the signs for
the
stand, and also suggested a better layout.
This
did make sense to have the open cars at the
front
and the saloons at the back. Passes were
ordered, and arrived, and were then sent
out.
All was in plan. Wednesday was collecting
the
carpets with Chris Johns and Ian Devey; and
fetching Arthur Davies chassis on the trailer.
Then
started four days of getting up at 6.30am
Arriving in the virtually empty hall 7 the stand
was
Chairman getting down to work
identified by the chalk marks on the floor,
carpets arrived and were laid, cars delivered and placed, and Clive began laying out the
display signs. Roger Price bought the sectioned engine and our new sales stand; which had
involved putting the signage on the front at 11pm the night before, by Mick Brodribb. Finally
the stand was ready.
Friday and the first day of the show, saw lots of visitors, and the two minutes silence at
11am; but I’m not convinced the later opening until 7pm was a success, as most of the

visitors seemed to go home about 6.We had five vehicles on display, Tom Langham’s
Burghley, Clive’s fabric, Mark Tillson’s chummy and Arthur’s chassis from which he had
kindly removed the body again. Mervyn Hoyle had driven down from Harrogate with his
lovely Box saloon and raised money for charity all weekend.

Saturday was busy at first but due to the new layout, it
was difficult to work out, if it was as busy as last year.
Saturday night the awards were at the nearby Hilton Hotel
and hosted by Simon Taylor on behalf of Classic and
Sportscar magazine. He has a light-hearted approach
which makes it a very pleasant affair without seeming too
competitive. We were surprised and delighted to be joint
runners up in
the small club
category; that
was won by
the Counties Car Club. Sunday was the final day
at the end of which we need to pack up again.
The day was reasonably busy in the morning
when once again we came to a stop at 11am
with the rest of the Nation. The stand seemed
to come down quite easily and we put the
rolled up carpets onto Arthur’s chassis and
pushed them outside to meet the incoming van. There was plenty to
see and buy over the weekend, and some vehicles on display that you
don’t usually see. Also included, and possibly seen by more visitors,
was the motorbike show as you needed to walk through it to get to the
other halls. There was a Wall of Death and this operator normally has
an Austin 7 he takes round, but had left it at home this time. Outside
on the advertising boards was a picture of the car on the wall with the
lion on board.

Seems to be catching

Well the clearing up went well and everyone got
away and most pieces seemed to get to the right
place.
I thought I would have a quiet Monday but Terry
McGrath invited me to go with him to collect Tom’s
car and deliver it home to him. So I had a quiet day
viewing the countryside !
Thanks you to all those who gave their time, hard
work, and effort to make a successful show; and
represent the club at a national event. I handed in
our entry for next years show to the organiser; so be warned, I may be sneaking up on you
sooner than you think.
Regards, Andy
********************************************************************
*

Austin, a family affair.
( Is Herbert Austin somehow related to Ingvar Kamprad?)
October and November were funny months, so to speak. Colin, Clare and Owen
finally moved house to Hawksbury-Upton, a little village set on the top of the
Cotswolds overlooking the Severn Estuary.
Anyone who has ever moved will remember the day of departure is always a time
of pressure. Prompt at eight thirty two furniture vans arrived one for the house
the second for the garage! That was after we had already filled his race trailer
to the brim. By four-thirty in the afternoon six exhausted removal men had to
carry the lathe and milling machine the full length of his new drive. I am sure
his old garage was a reincarnation of the Tardis for somehow we managed to
empty a single garage in the morning to find we hadn’t enough room in the new
triple garage by the afternoon. However not to be deterred I then spent the
following days transporting the Ulster and larger items I had stored in my
garage prior to the move. Now I can start to return my garage to reasonable
order and begin work on assembling the TT.
All this to and fro did give me the opportunity to call to see Vince Leek who has
been trying to sort out the RK’s CAV dynamo. Apparently for a very short period
between 1928 and 1929 Austins fitted an unusual CAV dynamo that had three
coils (field, armature and a third that regulated the voltage). This specific
model must have a constant 6 volt supply to regulate the voltage otherwise it
will burn out, hence the problem with it not charging. It is now repaired and
back in the RK.
With the RK complete and Colin’s Ulster back in his garage my thoughts can
finally turn to the TT replica. Work has carried on alongside the RK and Ulster
for over 3 years and we are now reaching a point with major components
completed I can begin to assemble the car, or so we thought.
I am not sure if it is the engine blocks and manifolds we have acquired over time
but with all the rebuilds mating these together seems to have been a common
problem and the TT proved no different.
Not many people will have heard of Ingvar Kamprad (the richest man in the
world) but everyone knows the company he owns (IKEA). His revolutionary self
assembly ‘take home’ packs have been the rage across Europe but in the Danks
household the assembly never quite goes to plan and usually the furniture

requires some deviation from the instructions in order to match the finished
product.
This is no different to our experience with the Austin engines. Terry Griffin
has been helping with the engine and when he came to ‘marry’ block and
manifolds neither matched. The custom made inlet was so misaligned we had to
start again with one from John Barlow which fitted very well. Porting the three
branch exhaust proved quite tricky because of the mismatch but after around
10hrs work on the bench we are now happy with the result.

Three branch exhaust, John Barlow inlet manifold and Solex MOV30
Problems always come in threes and never a true word was said. The nose cone
required further machining and then to improve gas flow and accommodate the
Jack French high lift cam Colin machined out the Ulster cylinder head.
Unfortunately he managed to perforate the water jacket and needed to reweld, reshape and re-skim the head. Terry fitted the head but with all the
modifications we ended up with a 9.25:1 compression ratio, which is far too high
for road and track use.

So back to the drawing board and on with another head which gives a more
usable 8.25:1.
Alex helping prepare the RK for the NEC
First fit of external engine components
As we approach to 90th anniversary of the Seven it
is worth thinking about who will take up the mantle
as we all get a little older. Certainly Colin and
hopefully Owen (our grandson) will maintain the
Danks tradition but in a broader sense the Austin
movement needs to draw in younger enthusiasts. We
have a young lad lives locally and wants to make a
career in automotive engineering preferably in the
racing sector. Twice a week along with his dad he
helps me around the garage. He prepared the RK for the NEC show and is now
making some small chassis brackets for the TT. Hopefully this will give him an
opportunity to help him in important career decisions, an opportunity sadly
lacking in todays frenetic school life and busy National Curriculum.

So I finish this instalment with a question.
In the 90th year of the Austin Seven should MA7C promote
Birmingham’s illustrious past to a new generation?
Well all for now, I will get off my soapbox and return to
the garage and the TT rebuild.
Clive and Colin
•

There’s more from those who enjoyed the autumnal delights of the
Cotswolds.

Photos from Mike Beuson.

AUTUMN LEAVES RUN 2011

What a fantastic day! We started at the Ranch at Honeybourne, thanks to Andy and Sheila
Attridge for their hospitality and refreshments to fuel us on our way.
The run took us through the ever beautiful Cotswolds, winding our way through country
lanes that even we as locals had not previously discovered. The colours of the autumn leaves
gave a warm glow with their reds, rusts and golds. The weather was for the time of year
exceptional, dry warm and sunny at times which shone down on the rural landscape,
highlighting the distant horizon.
From experience we know that to organise a run such as this takes time and commitment,
down to completing the run immediately previous to check no diversions are sneaked in and
the clues are still there!
Brem and Jenny have once again organised an exceptional run finishing at Blackwell Village
Hall with tea and cake. Our thanks go to them and the rest of the team and we look forward to
the spring Cotswold run.
John and Alison Roberts.

More cars from Mike on the Autumn Leaves Run

Bill Boddy Tribute Day

William Boddy, Bill Boddy or WB was the editor for over 55 years Motorsport magazine.
He pioneered the writing on “older vehicles” and encouraged the formation of the 750
Motor Club and the Vintage Sports Car Club. After such an illustrious career a
celebration of his life was held at Brooklands on 1st October. This was a very suitable
venue considering all the work he did towards the preservation of the historic site. As a
long time reader of Motorsport I attended and took the TOP. Some of the photos are
below, and the new bus museum was open.
Cars associated with WB were present.

Well that’s another year coming to a close.
This year Keith and I went to the Classic Car Show at the NEC for the first time since we
joined the club in `73. We thought we should go at least once and this year was it! Andy
suggested I wrote a few lines as a “new comer”.
What can I say, the club stand looked good, Mervyn did a grand job for a worthy charity
and I enjoyed chatting to the people who came by and friends on the stand. The rest of
the show was vast and “shiny” and we didn't get far I must admit before the safety of the
Club stand (and a flask of tea) beckoned.
I am glad we have been and thank Andrew very much for making that possible, but for me,
I enjoy the outdoor rallies and social events more. I think it was a one off for us
************************************************************************

Thank you to all those who have given me support this year.

I am tempted to say “its goodnight from `er and goodnight from “im”
but I shall wish you all a very enjoyable Christmas and a happy and
healthy New Year.
Officers of The Midlands Austin7 Club
PRESIDENT:

John Ward, Well House, Milcote Road, Weston on Avon Warwickshire CV3 8JX

Tel: 01789 751175

R Bremner-Smith (Brem), Tanglewood, Cleeve Prior, Evesham, Worcs. WR11 8JY

Tel: 01789 773758

Email : rbremnersmith@uwclub.net
SECRETARY:

Co. “Home Straight” 4 Reynard Close, Redditch, B97 6PY

Tel: 01527 404946

See Web Master E mail
TREASURER:

Ian Devey, 25 Robin Hood Crescent, Hall Green, Birmingham, B28 0BN

Tel: 0121 244 7409

Email: the_deveys@yahoo.co.uk
SOCIAL SEC:

Elaine Devey 25 Robin Hood Crescent, Hall Green, Birmingham, B28 0BN

Tel: 0121 244 7409

EDITOR:

Temporary, Lesley Marriner, 202 Ashby Road, Hinckley, LE10 1SW

Tel: 01455 636926

Email : marrinerkl@yahoo.co.uk
MEMBERSHIP:

John Roberts, 18 Oaktree Lane, Cookhill, Warwickshire, B49 5LH

Tel: 01789 765349

SPARES:

Arthur Davies, 164 Crabtree Lane, Bromsgrove, B61 8PH

Tel: 01527 872908

REGALIA:

Sheila Turner, Rowan Cottage, IIlmington Road, Blackwell, Shipston on Stour, CV36 4PE

Tel: 01608 682463

D.V.L.A.Sec

Bob Bickley, 78 Pamela Road, Northfield, Birmingham

Tel: 0121 624 9654

WEB MASTER

Rick Bishop, Home Straight, 4 Reynard Close, Redditch B97 6PY

Tel: 01527 404946

Email: rick.bishop@virgin.net
Club Registered
Address in
England & Wales

Midlands Austin Seven Club Ltd. 25, Robin Hood Crescent, Hall Green, Birmingham B28 0BN

Registration
Number: 6803165

