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Club Nights 2011 Monthly Meeting’s   
 
30th June – Evening Gathering of Pre War Cars at  “The Crowe                                 
Residence”. 
        July - Skittles 
 
Remember to read this list in conjunction with the list in the A7CA Magazine 
for national events. 
Please let the Committee know of any events  which you think may interest 
other members. We may be able to include these in our Out and  About section. 
Web Site: www.ma7c.co.uk 
 

 
Opinions expressed in the magazine are those of their authors and do not necessarily 
represent the views of the Committee or Members 
Meetings held the last Wednesday of the month, Old Silhillians Rugby Club, 
Knowle (Jct 5 M42 
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Chair Chat           
 
Firstly, Congratulations to Tom Langham on the completion of his Burghley Special 
which is now ‘on the road’ and Congratulations too to Bob Bickley, who 
successfully navigated all the DVLA hurdles and recovered the original registration 
for Tom’s car. As Bob would be the first to tell you, this, his first registration 
recovery, was initiated by our former DVLA Specialist, the late John Hamilton.  I 
understand Bob is well advanced with Reg-rec number 2 which will be ‘all his own 
work’!!                                                                                                                               
 After 467 miles wandering around North Wales, Oliver, our PD is taking a 
bit of a well earned rest. He had to have an oil transfusion after scampering up the 
Horseshoe Pass (weeping tappet chest gasket).  There are plenty of events on the 
calendar so it will not be a long rest!  The southerly members have recently enjoyed 
a couple of village fetes at Longborough’sScarecrow Fete on 21st May and a 
fortnight later at Charlcote, where 3 x 7s 1 x 10 and 1 x 12 supported members Chris 
and Sue Johns. Villagers were queuing at the Rectory gate..... just like the sales at 
Rackhams!                                                                             
There are so many events coming out of the woodwork, it would be impossible to 
mention them all, so I will concentrate on the known ones first.  Arnold Crowe’s 
Buffet Evening on 29th June. Be there in your Austin or be an equilateral 
rectangle!  A great evening is guaranteed. What more is there to say?    
 On the weekend before, 25/26 June, ‘War Time in the Vale’ at Ashdown Camp, 
Badsey near Evesham takes place. Again just turn up. Plenty of WW2 vehicles and 
re-enactors and a fly over by BBMF on both days.                                                
 Also in Evesham, Hampton Ferry Car Show 3rd July, no charge, just turn 
up at Boat Lane,Evesham , WR11 4BP from 10.00 am to 6.00 pm. For further info 
call 01386 870782 or email denldeeley@yahoo.co.uk     Also on 3rd July the 
Champagne Classic , a Rotary event at Kingham School from11.00 am. The 
Champagne luncheon is £50 per head BUT entry to the display in a classic or pre 
war car is £4 per car including passengers. Ring Paul Spencer on 01608 646155 or  
www.champagneclassic.org.uk to book your car in FOC. 
There are entry forms for Packwood House and Longbridge on 10th and 17th 
July to be found in this newsletter.  There is the run to the private Aeronautical 
Collection near Ombersley on 24th July, details from your Chairman. 
Finally, one that we have supported regularly, is the Bredon Vintage and Classic 
Car Rally on Bank Holiday Monday, 29th August. Run by Tewkesbury Rotary, it 
is on a new site this year at the Tewkesbury School Sports Centre Ashchurch Road, 
Tewkesbury. GL 20 8DF,close to junc 9on M5. Last year at Bredon Cricket Ground 
they had over 400 cars. Free admission for car and driver, passengers £4 per head all 
to good causes. See ‘Out and About’for yet more events 
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We now urgently need some volunteers to form a Sub Committee to plan/ run / 
administer /manage /marshall the Road  Run for next years 90th Anniversary of our 
Austin Sevens.  Located at Warwick School on 20th – 23rd July 2012. Yes, I know 
that’s over a year away but time is marching on.  Please contact  any committee 
member. If you have any ideas of places, areas, villages, views or features in the 
Warwick Bicester Burford Triangle, again please let us know. 
That’s all for now.    
 
ATB Brem 
 
Just a quick note from the Ed.  
“Motorhome Section” (plus 2tents) was present at Wollaton Park, 
Nottingham for the Pre WarA7 club rally. Our tourer really in disgrace. We 
have to thank the Eden family, both branches, and Max and his wife for 
helping us out.         Needless to say it is not going to Wales ! 
 
 

Tip from Ken Turner.  Fuel starvation ?  Apart  
from checking there is some fuel in the tank 
and blowing back down the line, remove the  
fuel pump and check the return spring on its cam follower is not broken.  

      
 

                                                                             
Sheila Turner is hoping to purchase copies of  

    the ‘AUSTIN SEVEN MANUAL’ for her Regalia Stand.   
               Unfortunately the price will be £48.00 
If you want to place a firm order for your copy, please ring her on:  
01608 682463 a.s.a.p. (She has to know by mid July) 

 
 



Vintage Shots ….     From Maurice and Julie Palmer. 
 
 
 
 

        
 
Both the front cover picture and the above came to light when Maurice and 
Julie were cleaning out the loft.  
 
In his words  
“ Both pictures were taken inside the Austin West Works. The 
windows are those which flanked the Bristol Road and on your 
left as you travel into the city. 
My father, Len Palmer, was a sheet metal worker at the Austin 
for many years and is featured on in both photographs. He is the 
one with his feet on the spot welder just right of centre. 
 My guess is that the picture dates from about 1928. I can`t 
make out what the parts are, they look a bit big for Austin7`s. 
As a matter of interest my Dad was moved away from the Austin 
during the Second World War to work with a development small 
team under the guidance of Frank Whittle (later Sir Frank 
Whittle) on the development of the jet engine at Gloucester 
Aircraft Co. “ 
 
 A great piece of social history, many thanks. 
 



  
                          
 
 
 
 
                                          July 
 
3rd July– Hampton Ferry Car Show, Evesham – 01386 870782  
 
 Have you booked into these????        
        July 10th– Packwood House Rally  
        July 17th– Longbridge Picnic and Tour  
 
 15th –17th  July  Cholmondly Castle Pagent of Power, Cheshire. See 
their website 
I have it on good authority that this is a great event and Austin       
Sevener, Phil Ruff , has kindly offered any participants the use of his 
paddock to leave cars and trailers  and accompany him the few miles to 
the event. 

    Phone Phil on…01948 667027 
 
                                           August 
4th –8th  40th Anniversary Rally of the Scottish A7         
Club 
       Entries close 23rd June.  Contact. scottishaustinsevenclub.co.uk 
 
 
14th Wythall Carnival   Contact bowiejill@msn.com or 
tel.07966066674  ( Sounds a good FREE day out . ED) 
 
14th Centenery Square Birmingham Details. tim@timgriffiths.com 
 
                                          September 
Chaps, it can never be too early to think about your recipe for 
Stanford Hall. 
In the aftermath of Matster Chef and The Great British Menu is our 
very own Men`s Cake Competition! It is a fiercely contested event with 
some of MA7C`s top men taking part. It also adds funds to the club 
coffers as the entries are sold to the very discerning public!! 

mailto:bowiejill@msn.com�


 
 
                                 
                                    Original 1972 edition  

 
                 Motor Sport Book of The Austin Seven by W Boddy 

In excellent condition   £25 o.n.o 
Please contact Louise Lowe 0121-477-0547 or llowe94@googlemail.com  

 
 
 
 

 
FOR SALE.  
 
Austin Seven Ulsteroid. Nicely built Ulster style special on 6’ 3” chassis 

with Gould GRP body, later wide axle, usual engine mods, twin aero 
screens, fully instrumented Ulster style dashboard, tonneau, 17” 

wheels, finished in bright blue with black mudguards. Recent MOT. 
Contact Ian Russell on 01767 260103, 07831 554071 or email 
iarussell@btinternet.com 
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I have decided to use editorial discretion and leave the title as intended. 
Take it away Sandra! 

When the Shit hit the San! 
(No it’s not a typing error!!) by Sandra Francis. 

 
May 11th finally arrived and 3 Austin 7s met in Evesham to meet up with another 3 at 
Kidderminster Steam Railway Station.  Final destination - Bodelwyddan Castle in North 
Wales.  Unfortunately our leader was unable to join us due to ill health or we would have 
been 7 cars. 
 
The weather was quite cold especially following the beautiful sunshine and temperatures we 
had had in April, but I had used my scouting/girl guide skills and packed enough layers to 
keep all 12 holiday makers warm!  We enjoyed a delicious bacon sandwich at the train 
station and stopped for our first photo call. 
 

 
We set off with 
Andy and Sheila 
leading with the 
next planned 
stop being lunch 
of course. 
 
Note we still 
have the top 
down.  
 
 
 
The scenery as we travelled through Wales was 
absolutely stunning and no rain!  A lot of gear 
changes were required though. 

 
 

Horseshoe Pass – North Wales 
 
On these holidays it seems that at least one car has to break down and unfortunately 
this year it was us!!  Fortunately though, we had broken down near to the home of 
an Austin 7 owner who kindly allowed us to use his drive for the diagnosis and 



prognosis to take place.  One member of the party told me to keep our host talking 
whilst he nicked his spares – he was 
joking of course!! 
On the Gentleman’s drive.  5 Heads are 
better than one and it was decided that 
the electrics needed attention but 
fortunately they got us going and we 
arrived at the hotel in plenty of time to 
unpack and get ready for our first 

wonderful dinner. 
 

Having settled in and found our way round we 
spent 5 very enjoyable nights at this Warners 
Hotel in North Wales.  We can fully 
recommend Warners hotels. 

Suggestions 
for the next few days were made and it 
was decided that our first day would be 
spent at Bodnant Gardens, and maybe 
if there was time a quick trip to Conwy.   
Prior to this first jaunt our car was 
fitted with a new coil and points and 
went better than it has for while!  
Thanks to the wonderful mechanics in 
the team!!!! 
 

 
 
 The Gardens were beautiful and well worth a visit, and a brief trip was also made to Conwy 
for an ice cream – some larger than others! 

 

The next day we set off for the train ride 
up Snowdon.  It was sunny when we left the hotel but unfortunately the 



weather got worse and in fact it was raining when we arrived.   Having pre-booked 
we remained positive but sadly things got even worse and we arrived at the top of 
Snowdon in thick cloud and rain and we couldn’t see a b****y thing.  We had a lot 
of laughs on the train though with some of the other passengers. 
 
This intrepid member climbed on up to the top for the wonderful view!!  

And this was the view he had! 
 

Not downhearted some of the crew 
went for a trip round the Electric 
Mountain at Llanberis which they 
found very interesting and educational 
and the rest drove over the Llanberis 
Pass through magnificent scenery to  
Betwys-y-coed and enjoyed afternoon 
tea. 
 
Our final day of holding up the traffic 
in North Wales was a trip to 
Llandudno.  It was a cold but dry and sunny day and 

we were enjoying a leisurely stroll up the pier when a sea gull decided the top of my 
head was a good place to “download”.  I thought at first I had been hit by a child’s 
ball only to find out when rubbing the top of my head that that was not the case at 
all.  Pete and two other members must have been dying to laugh but instead were 
very kind and helped me to clean up and then my hair was washed in the public 
loos!  Not a nice experience at all but everyone said it was lucky, so lottery tickets 
for that night’s lotto were purchased but sadly to no avail.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
The Perpetrator – can you see his smile!  Some of the Gang 
 
After a delicious lunch of fish and chips we took the tram ride up the Great Orme 
and this time the views were wonderful.  The weather was slightly bracing to say the 
least! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Great Orme Tramway – Llandudno 
Our final day arrived far too quickly.   It was decided that a day without driving, 
bearing in mind the long drive back the following day, was in order.  We booked an 
historical walk of the Castle and grounds which was very interesting and then 
explored the museum and art gallery.   Coincidentally there was a VW event in the 
field next door which we had a quick look round.  The men hoping to find a bargain 
or two, but were disappointed.   I thought it was going to be a day to slow down, but 
plans were afoot to walk quite a distance to a famous marble church in the village.  
The walk was all downhill!  On arrival at the Church I could see the Castle high up 
in the distance and became very concerned about the steep walk back - but my 
Knight in shining armour arrived in a little yellow Austin 7, and I nabbed the 
passenger seat before anyone else had a chance!  Apparently my sprint across the 
Church grass to bag the passenger seat before anyone else reminded some members 
of The Vicar of Dibley – I’ve no idea why!  (Good job there weren’t any puddles).   
 
We enjoyed lovely meals, lots of laughs, great entertainment, beautiful scenery and 
good friendship.  What more can we ask – A wonderful holiday topped off with 
lunch on the way home provided by Judith and Ron at Fernwood Caravan Park – the 
sister site to the Ranch.  Thanks to Andy and Sheila, Judith and Ron for organising 
our lunch at this beautiful spot. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

In the Grounds of Bodelwyddan Castle 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

Events Coming Up.                                         
Packwood House Rally is on the 10th of next month and if you have not 
entered there is still time to do so and you should find an entry form in 
this Newsletter. At the other end of the site the Lions are holding their 
annual Strollathon/Walkathon with large numbers of folks raising 
money for charity. They use this as a start/finish but because of the 
numbers involved, have catering and we have been invited to go down 
and use the facilities if we wish. Packwood House does have a small 
kiosk for ice creams etc; but the restaurant is located at Badsley 
Clinton about 2 miles down the road. It would be easy to go down there 
for Sunday lunch and return afterwards 
. 
The Longbridge Tour and Picnic is on the following Sunday, the 17th July and once again 
there should be an entry form in this Newsletter. We will be using the same route as last 
year, if you still have your copy, and are welcome to join us if you wish or just socialise and 
picnic in the park. There will not be any “spare” routes, if you do not enter or have last 
years. On the same day the “Race for Life” is taking place; so we will not be in our usual 
spot but entering by the Nursery on the Lickey Road. It will be signed, so you should be 
able to find your way. And as one member commented “the park will be full of hot,sweaty 
women; just how I like them!” 
Entry has been accepted for the Classic Car Show at the NEC and contracts have been 
exchanged. There is not theme yet as it is subject to a competition in one of the 
Magazines. This will be over the weekend of 11th to 13th November, which is the 
Remembrance weekend, with set up on the Thursday the 10th. We have a stand 8x6 mts 
alongside the Prewar A7 club They are using different halls this year; and the show will be 
in halls 4,5,6,7,& 8, with us being in hall 7. If you would like to be involved with the show or 
display your car please speak to me. 
 
So far there has been no information come through about the 
Restoration Show at Stoneleigh; but they have always been at little on 
the last minute side, and I will keep you informed as and when we hear 
anything. 
Best Regards, Andy (0121 477 0547)in case you want to volunteer! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                             
                                                                               



 
 

                                                                                Sunday 10th July 2011 
Midlands Austin 7 Club Ltd  
You are invited to enter a Rally at Packwood House in Warwickshire owned by The  
National Trust. This delightful house is originally 16th – century but its interiors were  
extensively restored between the world wars by Graham Baron Ash. Packwood House  
contains a fine collection of 16th Century textiles and furniture. In addition outside 
are  
wonderful gardens with their renowned herbaceous borders and a famous collection  
of yews known as The Sermon on the Mount. The Rally will take place on the  
meadow next to the house with the yew garden behind and the house to its right.  
 
Entry to the Rally costs £7 and includes entry to the house and gardens on 
production  
of either NT card or MA7C card and a souvenir rally plaque. The rally field opens at  
11am until 5pm., but of course entrants are free to come and go as they wish. There is  
a shop selling locally sourced produce and garden plants, and light refreshment are  
available from the new kiosk. Nearby (2 miles) is also Baddesley Clinton, another  
National Trust property with a restaurant, well worth a visit.  
A self-judging concours will be for classes shown below. All vehicles must have  
insurance and vehicles entred before 30th June will be included in the entry list.  
 
Directions: Packwood is signposted from the B4439 (Old Warwick Road) which  
leaves the A3400 Stratford Rd at Hockley Heath. Its postcode is B94 6AT Map  
reference: 139: SP174723  
Car Classes  
1. Austin 7 Black Rad   2. Austin 7 Chrome Rad 3. Austin 7 Painted Rad 4 .Non Austin 7  
 
To enter send your completed form with remittance to : Andy Lowe, 38, Kingswood  
Road, West Heath, Birmingham B31 4RP. Please enclose a SAE if you require  
confirmation of entry. Please make cheques payable to MA7CLtd. Further enquires:  
0121 477 0547 or e-mail: andylowe@fsmail.net  
****************************************************************************
**Packwood House Rally, Sunday 10th July 2011  
 
Name……………………………………….. Vehicle make…………………………...  
Address…………………………………….      Registration No…………………………          
……………………………………………..           Year& Model…………………………...  
Tel No (Optional)………………………… Class entered……………………………  
 entry complete ,    entry Fee enclosed , SAE enclosed,( if 
confirmation required ) 
 
 
 



Longbridge Picnic and tour 
of Austin attractions. 
 
                                                     

                                           
Sunday 17th July 2011  
 

You are invited to enter an event based on Cofton Park, next to the  
remains of the Austin Works. The park being the home of the Longbridge  
Rally for so many years. Please bring a picnic or your own Bar-b-que if  
you intend to eat in the park or eat on the route. On arrival you will be  
given a self -guided route of the Austin attractions. These will take you  
to the Austin Graves at Lickey Church, Lickey Grange, Stanley Edge’s  
ashes final resting place and the Austin Village, and one or two other  
surprises on the way. Then it is up to you; eat, then go on the tour, or start  
straight away and eat on the route; go and do the route and eat when you  
come back. Maybe even sit in the park, read the paper and do the route on  
another day!  
The route is 12 miles long and takes about 1 hour; but can be much  
longer if you follow one of the distractions.  
The park will be open from 10am until 4 pm between those times it’s up  
to you when you go, and what you do.  
Entry cost £1.50 and is to ensure there is a route printed for you on  
arrival.  
To enter send your completed form & entry fee to: Sheila Turner, Rowan  
Cottage, Blackwell, Shipston on Stour, CV36 4PE Please enclose a SAE  
if you require confirmation of entry. Please make cheques payable to  
MA7C Ltd. Further enquires: Sheila Turner : 01608 682463  
 
Longbridge Picnic & Self-Guided Tour of Austin Attractions  
 
Name………………………………………………………………………………….
.  
 
Address……………………………………………………………………………….  
 
…………………………………………………PostCode……………………… 
 
Vehicle…………………………………………………………………………… 
 
Registration 
No………………………………………………………………………..  



RR 3525              Revisited. 
 
Its on the road!!!!   Congratulations.   

 
 
 
I will get the full story for the next edition but no doubt Tom is 
overjoyed and so he should be. 
He has reclaimed a piece of family history and has a great car. 

 
Notes on the Big 7 Engine Rebuild   By John Richardson 

                                                   Tear down & clean 
The engine was taken to the workshop after being dry stored since 1983 and 
possibly not run since 1963.  The flywheel turned and so it was not seized 
but no indication of wear.  The spark plugs were missing and so what state 
the bores were like was any bodies guess. 
The cylinder head was removed by loosening the nuts in the correct 
sequence i.e. outside inwards starting at stud 15.  Initial assessment was 
very tired and badly worn but nothing broken.  An initial crude clean was 
done in order to take it to the engineers for accurate assessment.  The oil 
inside the engine had turned to a thick black jelly consistency and ruined 
everything it touched!! 

  



                                    

 
                                  Assessment and Re-machine 
The findings were not good from the engineers.  The engine was already 
bored to +60 thou,  the camshaft was too worn to re-profile,  the crank had a 
crack next to one of the webs,  the valve guides were worn etc.  Basically 
the engine had been overhauled several times and now needed a major 
overhaul. The cylinders were lined and bored back to standard, new pistons 
were sourced,  the crank was ground to -60 for the main bearings and -40 
for the big ends.  A camshaft was sourced and cleaned with a slip stone and 
all new shell bearings to match were bought.  The block and head were 
skimmed, hardened exhaust valve seats fitted along with new valve guides. 
                                                    
                                                 Source Parts 
The pistons, cylinder head studs, washers and nuts, timing chain, core plugs 
and gaskets were all soured from the Big 7 register and new nuts and bolts 
mainly BSF were soured from a local supplier. 
                                                      
 
                                                   Clean and Fettle 
When taking delivery of the re-machined engine it’s easy to think a quick 
wipe over with an oily rag and re-assembly can start but this is not the case.  
A meticulous cleaning operation is needed otherwise all the hard work so far  
and not to mention the expense will have been for nothing. I was informed 
that after the work was carried out on the engine it had been through a parts 
washer to remove any swarf and debris.  At first sight the block looked clean 
but on further inspection much work was to be done, attention to detail is 
crucial.  Scrapers, wire brushes, depressant,  paper towels and hours of 
patience until I was satisfied.  All threaded holes were cleaned as they are a 
great collector of dirt and then the appropriate sized tap run down.  It was 
amazing to see how much accumulated debris this procedure produced.  Oil 
pipes were given the caustic soda treatment to remove carbon deposits, oil 
ways were flushed out and cleaned with fine bottle brushes and then 
everything was blasted with compressed air and checked again.        
   
Many thanks to John Richardson. I am running over my weight 
limit (I bet I know what picture that conjures up), so I have 
kept the rest for the next instalment. 
To all members have a good Summer in your Seven and we will meet up at 
Arnold`s on 29th June.     Ed.                                                 
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