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What a beautiful setting for the end of an era.
The last outing for Heidi and Fred in the Chummy.
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The other errols are all my own work!( ED)
Meetings held the last Wednesday of the month, Old Silhillians Rugby Club, Knowle (Jct 5 M42)

Chair Chat
Quite a lot has happened since the last newsletter. Firstly, a good number of us enjoyed an excellent
evening at Arnold Crowe’s. There was a very good mixture of Austin’s of all sizes and a good selection
of other interesting cars too. The food was great as usual, super mince pies, the band played well and only
the weather failed to live up to the Crowe standard. Whilst it did not actually rain until we left, it was very
dark and overcast.
Andy Lowe headed up two events this month. The Meet at Packwood House (NT) was a major success
with almost 30 cars. It was great to see Harold after his various bouts in hospital. He drove there, walked
a lot and talked even more! No wonder he was shattered on the Monday!! The following w/e Andy
organised the Run around Longbridge. The weather certainly did not help and only a few stalwarts
attended. We still failed to find Stanley Edges Memorial but having read the route again, realise the error
of our way! We enjoyed a very good lunch at Waseley Hill Visitor Centre, pity they take £1.20 for
parking there too. Well done Andy on both counts but particularly for Packwood. See the report
elsewhere in this n/l.
Coming up this Sunday is the visit to the Aeronautical collection near Ombersley. If you are interested
give me a ring. Assuming the weather might be dry, it is an ideal site for a picnic too.
Looking further ahead there is the Evesham Vintage Rally at Ash Down Farm, Badsey, WR11 7PA on
13 and 14th August. Ring 01386 424511 or email: jamesdukws@aol.com
On August Bank Holiday weekend, here are 3 events to wet the appetite:
Firstly, on Sunday 28th August, there is a Classic and High Performance Car and Bike Show at
Winterfold School, Chaddesley Corbett, DY10 4PW from 11.00am to 5.00pm. Ring 01905 763963 or
www.strichards.org.uk
Secondly on Monday 29th August, (Bank Holiday) the Pershore Plum Fayre Day at Abbey Park has a
large assembly of Vintage and Classic Cars, ring 01386 556591 or www.pershoreplumfestival.org.uk
Finally,and also on Bank Holiday Monday, there is the Bredon Vintage and Classic Rally on a new site
at Tewkesbury School, GL20 8DF. Details on the back page.
On Sunday 11th September, there is a MA7C Worcestershire Wander. Thanks to the efforts of John and
Julienne Rollason, they have devised a super relaxed 30 mile amble around the lanes, hills and villages
around Great Witley.
See booking form below:
ATB Brem

MA7C Worcestershire Wander

Sunday 11th September

Start: The Lenchford Inn, Stourport Road, Shrawley. WR6 6TB (B4196) at 10.30 am. Breakfast, Tea
and Coffee served from 08.30 am.
Lunch Stop: The Bridge Hotel, Stanford Bridge, WR6 6RU. Bar snacks and Sunday lunch available.
Finish: The Lenchford Inn, as above.

____________________________________________________

Entry Form

MA7C Worcestershire Wander

Sunday 11/9/2011

Name: ..........................................................................
Reg No: .......................................................
Address............................................................................................................................................................
............................................................................... Post Code: .....................................................
Pub Lunch: YES / NO Please circle. If YES how many? ..........................
Return To: J. Rollason, Oakhurst, 7A Huntsman Drive, Kinver, Stourbridge, West Midlands. DY7 6BA

It’s Stanford time again !!

MA7C Stanford Hall Rally
on Sunday 25th September 2011

Stanford Hall, Lutterworth, Leicestershire. LE17 6DH * is situated off the B5414, 2 miles from
the A5, 6 miles NE of Rugby, near junctions 18 and 20 on the M1 and junction 1 on the M6.
(*For those with Sat Nav)
All Austin 7s will be most welcome. The Rally will open at 11.00am and presentation of the
trophies will take place at 4.00pm. There will be a trophy, as usual, for the best cake cooked by
a gentleman. Rule 1: No assistance from Wags!
Entrants will need to pay the ‘grounds only’ fee to Stanford Hall on arrival at the gate. The Hall
and Tea rooms will be open on the day. Feel free to bring a picnic. The Hall is NOT open to the
Public on this day.
Autojumble stalls need to be pre-booked using the form below and enclosing a fee of
£10.00. Please bring your own table.
.......................................................................................................................................

ENTRY FORM

Stanford Hall Rally - 25th September 2011

Name:...............................................................
Address:...........................................................
...............................................................
...............................................................

A7 Model:..........................................
Reg No:.............................................
Year:.................................................
Tel:....................................................

I will / will not be bringing an autojumble stall. (Delete as applicable and enclose the fee)
ALL ENTRANTS DO SO AT THEIR OWN RISK AND MUST HAVE CURRENT ROAD TAX,
MOT & INSURANCE ON THEIR VEHICLE
Please return this form ASAP to:
R.Bremner-Smith, Tanglewood, Cleeve Prior, Evesham, Worcs. WR11 8JY
Would 2010 winners please return their trophies by 24th August, Club Night

An Emotional Good-bye
Yes, after 43 years and a few months I am waving UK6181 off to start a new chapter in her long life with
her new owner Angela Hawker who I trust will have as much joy driving Chummy as I and all my family
(including several dogs) have had over the years.
Chummy was built in 1928 and first registered on 20th November of that year. The UK number plate was
issued in Wolverhampton. Nothing is known of her to me until 1959 when Felix Day, former secretary of
the Midland V.S.C.C., acquired her on 18th June for his wife Dorothy, and was subsequently registered in
my name on 30th April 1968. Mrs Day used the car extensively on rallies and car trials as I continued to
do over the years. Mrs Day informed me that she was just the 3rd owner of UK 6181, which means that
only ‘lady’ drivers have cherished her since 1959. No doubt, that is why she is such a little darling and
behaves so beautifully.
I have particularly enjoyed the rallies, trial and scenic runs – one of my favourites having been the lovely
Cotswolds Runs, although we have attended regularly at Country Shows and the like and other events
organised by the Club. I thank everyone in the Midland A& Club for the friendship and all the hard work
making our membership such an enjoyable one. One particular event comes to mind when several of us
met before crossing over to Holland in 2000, namely Bob and Ros Brain, Harold and Edith Tibbs and
Peter and Mary Walsh and Fred and I to take part in the weekend around the Zuider Zee. This was most
enjoyable but as there were only dykes to be conquered it was nice to look forward to the challenges of
the Cotswolds Run. One of the most demanding challenges I have taken part in with Chummy was the
Beamish Reliability Trials which involve 149 miles of tough driving, including parts of the Pennines,
observed sections and check points where questions on the Highway Code old an new had to be
answered, and where we achieved a few ‘Silvers’, missing a ‘Gold’ by 2 points!
Then on the 17th April – so appropriately also ‘Drive-it Day’ – we
took part in our very last Cotswold run which was in gorgeous
weather and a superb and challenging route, but also a sad event
for me. Chummy behaved beautifully over the 139 miles covered
(including the journey to the ‘Kennels’ and return from the
‘Ranch’). And within 3 days she was asked to join a new home. I
wish Angela and John so many happy years with her. But also
continued success for the Midland Austin 7 Club.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank my husband Fred for
all the hours (and sore knuckles, not to mention a few choice words!) he spent on keeping Chummy
running so well all these years.
I am enclosing a few snaps I took on that da

Heidi Collins

Many Thanks Hedi.

Robert Hague’s rebuild

The progress of Robert Hague`s rebuild from across the water in Washington State.
Firewall now restored and rebuild well on its way.
Having communicated with Robert it makes me appreciate that having “experts” and plenty
of expertise to hand is a great boon for us but is certainly a challenge for those abroad.
Luckily the “www.wonder web” is there to help.

***************************************************************
It is with sadness that I report the loss of John and Olive Houghton`s
son.
Our thoughts and prayers are with you at this time.
* Good wishes and a speedy recovery to Hazel Gore after a recent operation.*

I heard the sad news that Bill Boddy has passed away recently aged 98,
after 55 years as editor of Motorsport.

*****************************************************
*A large number of patterns and formers for the buyer to manufacture Austin7 panels.
Sensible Offers.
(I am not retiring just yet, just clearing out!!) Keith Marriner 07961323304
******************************************************************

*Car Trailer
“Apache” Two wheel light car trailer. Professionally manufactured, fully galvanised, ideal
for Austin7.
(Only used a handful of times for my Boat Tail and Cambridge Special.)
Includes hand winch, loading ramps, full lighting set, Spare wheel (unused) and wind
down rear support leg etc.
£475.
Maurice Palmer 0121 244 4919
****************************************************
*1937 Ruby.
Nice tidy car.
“Well sorted, nice interior, recent new Bosch distributor, discrete flashers,
diff rebuilt.”
Full MOT & Tax
£5, 250 . Maurice Palmer 0121 244 4919

just had

August

Sunday 7th

Classic Car Run in aid of Mary Ann Evans Hospice, Nuneaton.
For details Tel 02476153364, 02476865439 or www.maryannevans.org.uk

Sunday 14th
Pagent of Transport, Broard Street , Birmingham.
Our club has been invited to have vehicles on display for this event in Broard Street (
which will be closed to traffic) .
As well as the club, Nigel Mansell will be making an appearance.
If you are interested in displaying your vehicle and being part of the pagent contact Bob
Bickley ( details at front of mag.)

September
Sunday 11th Worcestershire Wander
A chance to get out in the Worcestershire countryside with your Austin 7. MA7C event.

News

News

News

There is a survey by the FBHVC asking about old vehicle use so they can
evaluate the current extent of the money this business generates and
pass this information on people who represent us in various bodies and
Government both here and in Europe.Members are recommended to fill
in the survey which can be obtained from www.fbhvc.co.uk/2011-survey.

The Big7 Rebuild Revisited …… With parts painted we pick up on
the last leg on John’s article.

Assemble Parts
After spending several weekends cleaning the workshop of dust and clutter the work surfaces were
covered in white card and all the accumulated bits and parts laid out and checked against the parts
lists and diagrams. All other essential pieces such as gaskets were made and gasket sealer, thread
lock, oil can with oil in, rubber gloves, new nuts, bolts and washers etc were sorted.

Plan
What goes where? There is a logical sequence to reassembly and so here goes – 1, gap the piston
rings, 2, heat the pistons and remove the gugeon pins, 3, fit the con rods, 4 check all bearings for
bearing nip, 5, insert crank and main bearings, 6 insert pistons and big end bearings, 7, camshaft –
tappets – valves, 8, front and back plate, 9, fly wheel, 10, timing chain and front cover, 11, clutch,
12, cylinder head, 13 all the ancillaries.

Clean Yet Again
Some components, for example the reground crankshaft needs the oil ways checking and shipping
grease removed before assembly. Contaminants may have stuck to the grease and so to avoid
damage to new bearings it is degreased and oil applied just before assembly. Each component if
being reused needs the final check for any hidden or missed dirt, some components despite several
cleans already still give little surprises in the way of old dirt. An example of this was on the timing
gear from the crankshaft, I noticed an oil way exiting from the front of the crankshaft which appeared
to go nowhere when the timing gear was in place. Further investigation showed a narrow restrictor
hole which allows a small but essential flow of oil onto the timing chain. I had completely missed this
even after two previous cleaning procedures.
The engine is now ready for installation when the front end body repairs are completed. More on the
body work next time.
John Richardson.

*****************************************************************************************

Letter to the ED
Hi Lesley just fetl like I would like to say a few words. I did not think I would have a second love in
my life! But, sorry Max I have seeing him in Arthur's garage with the door open I would go past and
smile that little car opened up my heart and then I found out Max felt the same. Thanks to John
Barlow and Arthur, BB was ours. That little car has given us friends and so much enjoyment. Now
tent came out of the shed first time in 8years when arriving at Wollaton Park, forgot how the tent
went up but Andy and Ken came to our aided so a big thank you. Now thank you so very, very
much Andy for the ramps you gave us and kindly drop them off at home for me . A thank you goes
to Pat Barlow for the blankets she loaned me I WAS so cold first night again thank you. We had a
wonderful weekend .Ta club. Now I miss waking up to deer.
Ps next time I hope Max zips up the tent entrance at night! Still he made up for it in a nice hot
cuppa. Look forward to meeting all again.
Lyn and Max

Holiday Quiz
What do you think this “beast” came out of?

Motorhome Section on the move.
This could be a line up for Last of the Summer Wine, but it is actually the prize
winners from Bryngarw.

Bryngarw and beyond.
Saturday was great, the motor home section of the Midlands club set up and headed for Prothcawl in
brilliant sunshine (we have photos to prove it!). The ritual of a meal at the pub , stroll along the front
and an ice cream was duly observed and all was well. The evening passed pleasantly with club
members and BBQ. But boy did we pay for it the following day?
To say it rained was a gross understatement. We felt sorry for Harry, who had organised the event
and his team of dripping helpers. As it was abandoned, the prize giving was particularly beneficial to
the MA7C intrepid travellers. ( see photo)
Many thanks to Harry for his efforts over the years and to the club members for their warm, if wet,
welcome.

Keith and I set off to Three Cliffs Bay after the rally for a week of soaking up the bays of the Gower,
and a little nostalgia, in our VW camper towing the A7 van.
Stuart and Pat showed us some of the local sights and pubs on Monday evening and we put the
world to rights!
The rest of the week we used the A7 van to tour around the bays
It was a great break, catching up with friends and making new ones.
On Thursday we were on the move again to meet up with Ian and Jenny Dunford and avail ourselves
of their hospitality.
After a night with them we were off once more to the Bristol A7 Club, Old Down Rally. This super
event was enjoyed by all (and the weather was kinder this time).
I didn’t manage to dance with Stuart at the barn dance, but you can’t have everything!

Lesley Marriner

Rhossilli and Three Cliffs Bay

Montlhery 2011 (or the Englishman’s Guide to touring France)
The previous Montlhery Revival meeting was in 2001, and I was still working then and so it
wasn’t practical to go. However when word came about there was another this year I
decided to go. I had been to Brooklands on a number of occasions and thought it would be
good to see the French equivalent. Preparations had to be made, for a start you didn’t just
turn up; you had to apply to enter! I applied and had to send photo’s and a description of the
car. I was accepted and entered for the display only. The alternative was to compete but as
display also included laps of the track I thought that would do and give me a chance to look
round. Entry fees were sent off in euro’s and they sent back the menu’s for the set lunch if
you fancied it. I decided that would be part of the French experience and ordered an Ascari
and a Lombard. At this stage I should mention I have never been to France in my life before
and do not speak French beyond bonjour, merci, café’ and guillotine, not all would be of use
of course. Then the car needed preparing or I did, so some research was done on French
hand signal and no information could be found. So I fitted the TOP with indicator;
considering I was sitting the wrong side anyway. The insurance had to be informed and
Richardson Hoskins couldn’t have been more helpful, sorting it over the phone and sending
the documentation. This was repeated for the motorhome. The ferry was booked with DFDS
seaways from Dover to Dunkerque. A route was planned with the aid of Google and a
campsite booked nearby to Montlhery. Google Earth also let me look at the entrance to the
campsite and Montlhery before I left, so I knew were I was going!
I had decided to make a week of it and left on the Wednesday morning for a steady drive
down for the 10am ferry, stopping for coffee I looked at
the directions and noticed you were supposed to book
in 45 minutes before departure, gulp down coffee and a
leisurely drive became a bit more rapid. At the docks I
was put in to a lane all on my own, strange I thought,
but on boarding all was revealed when I had the short
lane on the boat in front of the bulkhead all to myself.

This did mean I was second off the boat, and fortunately had someone to follow out of the port on to
the motorway, driving on the “wrong” side off course. I found my way on to the motorway in the right
direction but missed the turn to Lille which came up quicker than I expected and then seemed to go
nearly all the way to the Belgium border before I could turn the M/home and trailer round and come
back; this time I found it. No other problems then, found the A1 out of Lille to Paris. Came across the
tollbooth and paid 33€. Found my way in and out of the services and bought a meal and fuel. It took
about an hour to get round Paris in the rush hour and come out the other side. Then it became
interesting. I couldn’t see a sign for where I was going and came off at the nearest place I saw St
Genevive, this I knew was close to Villiers sur Orge. I turned right and went round all the other ****sur
Orge’s and couldn’t have been more helpful. I managed to explain where I wanted to go and the one
insisted on drawing me a map, you guessed which one! He had trouble holding the pen to draw the
map. At this stage a very old Frenchman appeared and explained I needed to go under two
underpasses and passed the swimming pool and should get on the N20. I went under the two
underpasses but never saw the school, ut by this time it was dark. I found the turn to Villiers sur Orge
and from there the campsite was sign posted. I arrived and the gates were shut. Resigning myself to
sleeping in the street, I got out to read the opening hours. A disembodied voice shout “Monsieur”, I
looked around and saw nobody. The voice came again and I became aware of the proprietor hanging
from the upstairs window, he came down and let me in. He showed me to a spot with many apologies
from me; but the pitch wasn’t big enough to drive on to with the trailer connected. I said I would
unload he said Non, Non again and something I didn’t recognise and walked off into the darkness to
return driving a mini tractor. So that’s what he said! Secure on the pitch I settled down for the night.
At 10am next morning while I was having a late breakfast after the day be fore’s adventures there
was a knock at the door and he appeared again with a tourist map of the area and guide.
A wander into the village turned up a minimarket and bakery and the railway station. I also realised if
I had turned left when I left the N20, I was about ¼ mile from the site! While I was away a next door
neighbour arrived and unloaded a D’Yrsan
In the afternoon I went Longpont sur Orge which was the bit on the river and found all the junior
school pupils at an outdoorthere are actually 12 of them! The Orge is a river they are on. It became
darker and I stopped and fitted the beam converters to the headlamps. Deciding to ask direction,s I
ventured into a small village called Longpont and being careful I didn’t go up a dead end or narrow
road stopped in the square outside a café’, which was just like a scene from Hello Hello. We then
enacted a scene from Hello Hello!. I said Parle’ vous en Anglais to the lady who was sweeping up
outside, she replied Non and when inside to return with two Frenchmen who also didn’t speak
English. One of the men had obviously been in the

café’ all afternoon. They concert on the local sport
also happened to be the local parking area. The
filling up an Amilcar/Riley from Germany, a
Hornet from England and two MG M types and a
seater from England.

ground which
campsite was
Wolseley
MG single

Next day I went out on the main Road to Montlhery to ensure I knew where it was for next day as the
regulations said you had to be in by 8.30am.
The Circuit was found easily as it is still in use by the French motor industry as a test track and the
Friday signing on had been hastily rescheduled when one of them decided to use the track on the
Friday morning. A racing three wheeler Morgan was outside and he came back to the campsite. Later
that evening a loud banging noise heralded the arrival of two 3 wheeler Morgans who had driven
down through France. One had open exhausts so the driver must have been deaf. Meanwhile the
French continued to play Boules outside reception. Bright and early next day on the road, I went to
Montlhery and under the track into the circuit. It is in excellent condition, much better then Brooklands
and complete , so
you can do a circuit. There
are also a series of
road racing circuits there, and
the organisers had
decided to use half the
banking and a short
outside loop. The first car I
saw was a modern
Citroen DS3 Racing course
car steaming round
the banking probably well
over the ton! I
signed in and returning to the
car made towards
the display area, but was
stopped by the
marshal who said “You look in
scene go and park
with the racing cars”, so who
was I to argue. The
banking is much steeper than
Brooklands and you
wouldn’t be able to walk up it.
The event was run as a time trial and groups of cars went out and after two laps behind the pace car
had the rest of the 20 minutes to do as many laps as they liked or could. I went for a walk round the
track,as there is a path all
the way round.
Back in the paddock it was time to inspect the
cars, and what
a selection there
was. Every
strange and
unusual French
car you could
think of. There
were 3 & 4
wheeled
Sandford,
Amilcar,
Georges Irat,
Bugatti,
Renault, Citroen,
BNC,
Omega, Panhard,
Delage,
Senechal and
Salmson.

There were as many motorbikes to view as well. Quite a few had come
across with the Napier Railton
from the Brooklands Museum.
Amongst the bike were some of
the ones used to pace cyclist
during record breaking runs
they had the longest
handlebars I have ever seen on
a bike and engines up to 2
litres. Also a bike with a 5
cylinder radial engine. The
Napier Railton was over for
the first time since 1935, and
had been photographed for a
magazine article to appear
later. There was also a
large contingent of 3 wheeled
Morgans present due to
their history of record breaking
here. One of which was
tartan painted.

There were a number of 7’s taking part. Only one taking part from England, one on display and
myself. Others were from France and Germany.

Two racing cars, left from France, right “J” reg , from Jersey?

Special from France, and a very long wheel base 7 special

Nice pair of specials, one competing. The other based on a Ruby.

Note anything unusual about the

engine?

Amongst the other delights were
a wandering jazz band
and a typical long lunch break. I
had booked a meal on
both days and lined up with no
idea of what I had let
my self in for. A plastic tray with
meats, pasta salad,
cheese, pickles, condiments and
sauces and cutlery was
handed out, but then bread,
butter, apple flan, water
and a ticket for chips were added. As you handed over the ticket for chips you were given a ticket to
exchange for coffee afterwards. I have a healthy appetite but both days ended up taking some home
for a late tea.
After the runs for the racing cars, on the Sunday; then all the other cars were invited to take a ride
round the course led by the course car. It was a brisk circuit of the course and the banking was a very
strange feeling to be at 30 -40° for so long.

That rather brought
events to an end and with
plenty of memories of an
enjoyable event and
experience, I went back
to camp. The next day I
went down to Apajon
where before the 1st world
war the land speed
record was broken, and
speed trials were held on the dead straight road approaching it This is a lovely town with cobbled
street and a very old (16th Century?) wooden market hall in the centre with many other fine buildings.
After a quiet day on Tuesday packing up, on he Wednesday I retraced my route home but missed out
the tour of the sur Orge area. This time the toll charged 24€ for the same load but going in the
opposite direction. Outstanding memories? , the food, the circuit, and the atmosphere. Of the cars,
the fabric bodied Senechal with canvas bonnet
side and the Art Deco bodied Bugatti.

Regards, Andy

*****************************************************************************
E Mail to ED

“I had the pleasure of seeing your cars at Packwood House meeting on July 10th.
I managed to take some photos.
Thanks for a glimpse of the past.” Nigel Thomas

Don't forget, no newsletter in August so put the dates in your diary.

If you would like to do even one newsletter please get in touch. ED

Don’t forget the AGM in September remember we are looking for a new
Secretary so if you feel that you would like to help with the running of the club
please contact any Committee member

Company No 6803165

The companies act 1985 to 1989

Midlands Austin 7 Club Ltd.
(A company Limited by guarantee and not having a share capital)

Annual General Meeting
Wednesday 28th September 2011
NOTICE is hereby given that the 3rd Annual General Meeting of the MA7C Ltd will take place in
the meeting room at Old Silhillians Rugby Club, Knowle. (Jct 5 of M42) on Wednesday 28th
September 2011 at 20:00 hours for the following purposes:1. To receive and consider the report of the Directors for the end of year 30 September 2011.
2. To receive Notification of the accounts for financial year ending February 2012
3. Election of Directors (note1)
4. To consider any other business notified in accordance with the company’s articles of
Association. (note 2)
By order of the Board
Rick Bishop, Acting Secretary.
20th July 2011

Notes:1. Two directors were elected at the 2010 AGM, when the Articles of Association were adopted.
These directorships now held by Ian Devey “Treasurer” and R Bremner-Smith “Chairman” will not be
up for re-election at the meeting, but Pamela Bishop has let it be known that due to illness she can no
longer remain as Secretary.
New candidates are encouraged to stand, those wishing to stand for nomination should notify the acting
secretary in writing their willingness to serve, not less than 14 day prior to the AGM.
2. Only items that have been included in the agenda for the AGM and notified to the Secretary not less
than 14 days prior to the AGM may be discussed during the formal part of the AGM.
The board has the discretion over the detail of the agenda.

