Where can you
see all these in one
day?

Club Nights 2009 Monthly Meeting’s
24th February 2010 Films
31st March 2010 B&B
Events
27th February VSCC Pomeroy Trophy -- Silverstone
7th March Austin-Morris Day – Brooklands
25th April Cotswold Run – Brem Bremner-Smith, details below
Remember to read this list in conjunction with the list in the A7CA Magazine for national
events.
Please let the Committee know of any event’s that you go to that you think may be of interest to
other members, so we can include in the list of events.
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Meetings held the last Wednesday of the month, Old Silhillians Rugby Club, Knowle (Jct 5 M42)

View from the TOP
Well the season has just exploded on the doorstep; a whole host of events calendars and invite
to consider. Places to go and see. However the main change you will notice is in our own
dates. We have booked a rally at Avonscroft, the Museum of Historic Bulidings near Bromsgrove
on 11th July instead of our usual rally at Longbridge. The club has obtained a deal with them and
we will be getting a greatly reduced admission charge. Normally it cost £6.60 pp but we shall
be paying less than that for two and the car. We also have the opportunity to park inside the
museum alongside the exhibits. The Museum has been collecting, resorting and preserving all
sorts of old buildings since 1967 and has a fine collection from the early half-timbered
Merchants House through to a pre-fab; its also features the national collection of telephones
kiosk’s
We are not totally abandoning Longbridge as the following weekend, 18th July we shall have a
picnic in the park with a self-guided tour of Austin Attractions. The route will take you around
such famous sites as Lickey Church with the graves and memorials to the Austin family, Lickey
Grange, and the Austin Historic Village. In the short run you will also have the opportunity to
visit other attractions in the area, take refreshments at a range of places, and have the odd
surprise.
Both of these events will have entry forms in later newsletters.
The club will of course be having our other two events, the Cotswold Run, entry form in this
newsletter; and our rally at Stanford Hall in September. Now all you have to do is fill the other
weekends with events!
It is with regret I have to tell of the loss of our member Richard Noake who passed away 5th
February. Ian Devey and I represented the club in our 7’s at the funeral. Our thoughts and
condolences are with the family.
The club has obtained a limited number of the delightful calendar produced by the Pre-War A7
Club, which features a selection of period pictures showing various models, just the thing if you
didn’t get a calendar for Christmas, and need to write your rallies down. See Sheila on regalia to
obtain your copy.
One of the events we have been invited to this year is the St Patricks parade in the centre of
Birmingham, this year it’s on Sunday 14th March. Last year it attracted 100,000 spectators and
a few more historic vehicles would add to the interest. The parade passes through the city
centre via Selfridges and St Martins. The man to contact is Kent Davis at e-mail
kentdavis.rainbow@googlemail.com There is no fee, just need to fill in a registration form.
Hazel Gore and I attended the Association meeting at Gaydon in January and the minutes of the
meeting appear in the newsletter. One item was to begin thinking about 2012, I’m still on
2010! ; which is or course 90 years of the Austin 7 and they seek ideas to celebrate.
Over the last month the garage has warmed up a bit and I have stopped decorating, having
done the Lounge, Stairs and Kitchen and moved back into the garage. I have bled the brakes
on the TOP, changed the oil in the engine and gearbox on the Box and generally given it a tune
up ready for the season of events. The RK has been a bit ignored, but some parts have been
cleaned and powder coated like the front wing brackets and cow horns. Next are the repairs to
the rear wheel arches to tackle. The garage has received a good tidy up and I can now see the
bench again, now I have put all the decorating tools away. The metalworking tool were still out
since the cold weather and it is surprising how much junk gathers if you don’t have a tidy up;
still it made me feel better.

Regards, Andy

Ensure you get plenty of rest

It’s surprising how
tiring the rally
season can be!

Austin Seven Clubs Association (A7CA)
Winter Meeting 2010
The Association met at Gaydon on Sunday 17th January 2010 chaired by Bernard. There were 18 attendees representing a
good cross-section of the A7 Movement – but, as ever, more would be very welcome!
Opening the Meeting, Bernard wished all a very Happy New Year and great A7 Motoring!
Good to hear that our President Bob Wyatt will be joining us at our AGM on 18th April 2010 and that Howard has kindly
agreed to provide transport.
Membership stays strong, and indeed growing, with a total of 63 Member Clubs, Associates and Registers – with 22 from
overseas in 16 Countries. Two more Clubs – Devon A7 Club and the Herefordshire A7 Club - have applied for membership;
these applications were welcomed by the Meeting - representatives from each are invited to the AGM prior to formal
ratification of the Membership. Martin Field in Cambridgeshire (Tel: 01945 772377 E-mail: paglesham@yahoo.co.uk) has
bravely volunteered to start to assemble ‘an A7 Specials Register’ – the Meeting asked him to do that in close
collaboration with Steve Hodgson (‘Sports Register’) recognising the risk of ‘definition’ and potential overlaps.
Our Hon. Treas. Eric Jones Report confirmed an end-of-year balance of just over £42,000. Whilst we are devoting
increasing chunks of this to preserving our A7 heritage through the A7CA Archives Programme - all A7-related! ideas
for employing this are welcome. The Meeting agreed that Eric should invoice all overseas members for their annual £5
subs and all members for their Mags (£1 each) and related postage, including Back Numbers. Eric was invited to work out
cost-effective ways for payment by our overseas members – suggesting use of a single annual payment for all costs.
Meeting recognised the contribution of Clubs in providing Officers to the Association and formulated a recommendation
to the AGM that their travel costs be paid by the Association.
Meeting thanked all concerned in producing and distributing an Association Magazine of such quality and interest –
notably Editor Robin, distributor ‘guru’ Les and ‘back-numbers’ Howard. Editor Robin still wants to hear more of what you
are (legally!) doing in your A7s – no matter if printed elsewhere but do get the author’s permission and give proper
acknowledgement. Les underlined that his responsibility is to get the Mags to The Clubs – so queries of individual nonreceipts to local Club Reps please! Howard confirmed that he receives surplus Mags immediately after distribution – so
all requests for additional copies following quarterly distribution to Howard. More permanent changes in quantities
required to Les as usual.
Meeting congratulated Ilke Cochrane on breathing new life into our Association Website www.a7ca.org – do have a look
and let us know what you think. Ilke reminded us that her responsibility lies ‘under the bonnet’ to ensure it runs smoothly
– the ‘content’ is yours, so only completed inputs please and useful links.
Hazel continues to do wonders in advertising bringing nearly £1700 into our coffers in 2009!
Phil still makes great strides with our Archives with some new items coming in via the website. After a good discussion, it
was agreed to cover the Association Archives by insurance including such treasures as the Waite Trophies, the
wonderfully now silver ‘Bronze Lady’ and the Stanley Edge drawings – mainly to cover restoration costs in the event of
damage through fire or theft. Phil is planning a further Archive Open Day on National ‘Drive It’ Day – Sunday 25th April
but, if you want to come between Open Days, DO contact Phil first – thanks.

Bob Cross is now compiling a New Edition of the invaluable ‘Red Cross Guide’ – so all entries (local or national) to Bob
please. We will be collecting and disseminating recommendations between editions – so keep them coming!
Gordon is making progress in updating the Breakdown Register but there are still many gaps – so do send your ‘helpers’
details to Gordon via your Association Rep.
Bernard Griffiths, nobly supported by PC-enabled Mike Knights-Whittome, has prepared the Association Calendar of
Events for 2010 which is in the Mag – we are keeping this updated though the year, so any further items of interest to
Ian please. Thanks to our ‘old faithfuls’ at N. Herts, Eurotour 2012 is definitely on and likely to be heading for
Switzerland! The A7CA Coast Project proceeds – all Clubs please take a look at the list in the Minutes and get back to
Ian with names of who can help.
Ideas are sought for a UK-Based A7CA Celebration of 90 Years of Austin Sevens in 2012 – not too early to start, so
inspiration to Ian please!
A question of hire-car provision by RH Insurance was raised where the car provided is need to cross two or more
countries. Generally, the view is that RH provides excellent cover at a very reasonable cost for our classics, moderns and
even trailers but Ian is in discussion with RH on this specific issue and will report back – all experiences good or bad are
welcome.
Howard attends the Federation of British Historic Vehicle Clubs (FBHVC) and fully endorses their work in fighting off
potential legislation that might impede our A7-use on public roads. He points out that FBHVC Membership is by Club and
encourages all Clubs to join in order to support this vital work.
Finally, it was with deep regret that Ian announced the death this month of that great A7 long-distance pioneer, writer
and enthusiast John Coleman. His funeral will take place on the IoW on Friday 29th January. Viv Orchard A7OC (IoW)
has kindly agreed to coordinate A7 attendance [Tel: 01983 568 941 E-mail: Vivian@orchard748.fsnet.co.uk]. A card
offering the condolences of the Association was been signed by attendees and has been sent to John’s son Kai Coleman.
It is hoped to organise an Association tribute to John later in the year.
In addition to interesting information items, photographs and archive material displayed at the meeting, a number of
Clubs kindly provided copies of their magazines including the ABS ‘Rooster Tails’, The A7 Club of South Africa bimonthly, Cornwall’s ‘Seven Focus’, the A7OC Mag, Dorset’s Newsletter – all contributions very much appreciated.
So we are alive and well, firing smoothly on all cylinders and even growing in numbers – keep up the good work and enjoy!
NEXT MEETING: Sunday 18th April 2010 at Gaydon 10.30am for 11am – ALL Welcome – Well worth coming!

Very Best Wishes for a Wonderful 2010 of Austin Sevenning
Ian Mason-Smith
Secretary
Austin 7 Clubs’ Association
January 2010

1932 AH 4 Seat Tourer LWB. Very nice in Maroon and Black. MOT June
Original no. New hood and screens, good trim, fitted winkers. £8500 PTX
A7 possible and delivery or swop for PD 2 seat Tourer LWB chrome rad
and similar condition
--- oOo --5x 19” script sound wheels with 4 legal tyres and one new, late vintage
£500
3x19” script wheels mint condition, one slightly buckled. £400 inc. 3 new
tyres
5x17” Ruby wheels, assorted sound condition. £100 Dave Tedham 01299
841340

Classic motor Sales are offering the opportunity to sell your car on there
website. Various offers, see website: www.classicmotorsales.net for
details and costs
--- oOo ---

Bristol Austin 7 Club
Club Rally at Old Down Country Park,
Tockington, Bristol. BS32 4RG 18th to 20th June
Contact : michael.harris@virgin.net
--- oOo --Bredon Vintage and Classic Car Rally,
Rally Bredon Cricket Ground
th
nr. Bredon Hill organised by Rotary Club of Tewkesbury 30 August
Contact : www.bredoncarrally.org.uk for details A number of our
members already attend this show; why not advertise in the newsletter a
meeting place and arrive and park together?
--- oOo --Chasewater
Chasewater Transport Show at Chasewater Country Park
Sunday 18th April.
April. I have entry forms for this on paper, if you ask or could
e-mail. Contact helentindill@btinternet.com

Nic Wiggins is looking for a mag engine complete with mag & Dynamo
Contact 01608 642070 if you can help

MA7C Cotswold Run
Sunday 25th April 2010

Start: North Cotswold Hunt Kennels Car Park,
Kennel Lane, Broadway. WR12 7DP
By kind permission of Mr N.Peel MFH

At 10.00am prompt
( Kennel Lane is a small alley, on the South side of the High Street, between Lloyds TSB and Blandford Books and opposite the
Small Talk Cafe and the Lygon Arms Hotel)

A picturesque run around the Vale and Cotswolds with a lunch stop
at the Hob Nails Inn at Little Washbourne. GL20 8NQ
Finish: The Ranch Caravan Park, Honeybourne

WR11 7PR

By kind permission of Mr and Mrs A Attridge

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Car Entry Form

MA7C Cotswold Run
North Cotswold Hunt Kennels, Kennel Lane, Broadway
Finish: The Ranch Caravan Park, Honeybourne
Name: ..............................................................
Address: ..........................................................
........................................................................
Post Code: .......................Tel: .........................
Vehicle Reg: ........................Model: .................
Pub Lunch / Picnic - Please circle your choice
Return to: R.Bremner-Smith. Tanglewood, Cleeve Prior, Evesham. WR11 8JY
Midlands Austin Seven Club

Services available to Club Members
Vehicle Insurance is available from Richard Hosken Tel: 01277 206911
This now includes a European wide recovery section.
Vehicle Valuations, Available from Sec, I must have a ¾ front view, colour view of the vehicle
also a full description and all relevant numbers.
DVLA, Secretary has all the details you need, everything from recovery of original index mark to age related mark
information packs, - also a complete listing of all available archive records, index cars, some privately owned by vehicle
trusts, including some for light commercial vehicles, he will be pleased to assist you with index mark recovery via the
DVLA V765 scheme. Along with dating certificates for age related marked, all are free services for members, donations
are welcome! We do make a charge to non-members for these services.
SPARES: are available from Arthur, from engine studs, nuts, plugs, gaskets, tyres, tubes, condensers,
Dynamo and starter Brushes, HT Leads etc
REGALIA: Sheila has variety of goods, see adverts
For Spares & Regalia if you require a certain items please give the relevant person a call so you will not be disappointed.
BOOKS: to help you with your quest for perfection include (these books are not kept in club stock)
The Austin Seven R J Wyatt
The Austin Seven Source Book B Purves
The Austin Seven Portfolios
The Original Austin Seven Rinsey Mills
The Austin Seven & Eight Pitmans. (Out of print but available at auto jumbles)
The Austin Seven Companion 750 MC
The Austin Seven Specials Bill Williams
The Austin Seven Practical Classics Briefings
The Austin Seven Jonathan Wood
Pre war Austin and Austin Seven Unique Motor Books
The Austin 1905-1952 R J Wyatt
Seven Years with Samantha Clive Ball
The Austin Seven Pictorial Tribute R J Wyatt
The Austin Seven Manual Mercury Publications
The Austin Seven Pictorial Tribute R J Wyatt
Whatever Happened to the Baby Austin J Underwood
Austin Seven in the 1930’s Brooklands Books
Austin Seven Cars 1930-1935 Brooklands Books
Austin Racing History Roland Harrison
Building Replica Ulsters Chris Gould
Guide to Austin 65 and Nippy’s Chris Gould
Austin Seven Chris Harvey
Austin from Inside Freddie Henry
Austin Competition Cars Martin Eyre
Motor Sport Book of the Austin Seven W Boddy
Design for Competition 750 Motor Club
Building and Racing my 750 R J Stephens
MOT STATIONS & OTHER SERVICES
Baldwin’s: Bromsgrove Tel: 01527 874663
Warringtons of Warwick Scarbank, Miller Rd, Warwick. Tel:01926 493072
H J Taylor, Willersley, Broadway Tel:01386 852338
Mill Garage, Kings Norton Tel:0121 486 3486 Roger or Bill
Badhams, Honeybourne Nr Broadway Tel: 01386 830307
Croft Garage, Bromford Drive, Bromford, Birmingham, Tel: 0121 748 5700
Egdon Service Station, Egdon Lane Spetchley, Worcester Tel: 01905 345311 (Midway Pershore/M5 Motorway)
A.U.B. Auto Electrical Specialists 23 Solihull Road, Shirley, Solihull, B90 3HB Tel 0121 744 4348
Alcester Glass Centre, Arden Business Centre, Alcester, Tel 01789 763236
S Phillips. Wire Wheel Builders, Unit 3 Sevenstar Rd Oldbury B69 Tel 0121 544 9060 Afternoons only
Harling Foundries Ltd - Tel: 01424 443160
Classics & Chrome, Unit 8, Hinkley Business Park, Brindley Rd, Hinkley, Leicestershire LE10 3B Tel: 01455 637921
Do you know of any more information we could add to benefit our members

